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The   DeVinne   PRE66 


PREFACE 

THE  present  edition  of  tLe  writings  of  Colonel  William 
Byrd^i  of  Westover  has  been  plauued  to  include  all 
tlie  really  important  matter  from  his  pen  which  h;is  come 
down  to  us.  The  editor  has  omitted  the  numerous  irrele- 
vant i^apers  which  are  included  in  the  old  vellum-bound 
volume  which  is  preserved  by  the  family  at  Eiandon.  These 
papers  were  printed  in  the  Wynne  eililiou  of  IStJG,  because 
it  was  the  intention  of  Wynne  to  make  that  an  exact  re- 
print of  the  manuscript.  The  editor  has  ventured  to  omit 
the  "  Essay  on  Bidk  Tobacco  "  on  the  giound  that  Eyrd  did 
not  write  it.  Although  the  title  of  the  "Essay"  declares 
that  the  piece  was  written  by  J5yrd  in  lU!t2,  this  must  have 
been  a  mistake,  because  at  that  time  Byrd  was  only  eigh- 
teen years  old  and  had  been  for  over  eight  years  a  resident 
of  Europe.  Moreover,  the  "Essay  "  itself  professes  to  have 
been  written  by  l^ondon  merchants.  Its  presence  in  Byjd's 
manuscript  volume  was  probably  due  to  the  error  of  a  copy- 
ist. On  the  other  hand,  the  editor  has  been  able  to  include 
in  the  present  edition  some  samples  of  Byrd's  letters.  He 
had  expected  to  reprint  extensively  from  this  source,  but 
on  investigation  he  learned  that  the  Virginia  Historical 
Society  had  secured  copies  of  these  letters  and  was  about  to 
publish  them  serially  in  its  "Magazine,"  and  he  did  not  feel 
that  he  had  a  right  to  forestall  so  laudable  an  undertaking. 
In  two  appendices  have  been  included  the  catalogue  of  the 
Byrd  library  and  a  genealogy  of  the  immediate  Byrd  fam- 
ily. The  former  will  interest  those  who  are  curious  to 
know  the  contents  of  the  largest  private  library  in  the 
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English  colonies,  and  the  lalter  has  a  personal  value  to 
many  Virginia  families. 

The  sketch  of  the  i5yrcl  family,  which  is  given  as  the  In 
troductiou,  has  been  taken  almost  wholly  from  manuscript 
sources.  It  is  based  :  (1)  on  the  abstracts  of  the  Virginia 
papers  in  the  British  Public  Kecords  Ofiice  made  by  Mr.  W. 
Noel  Sainsbury  and  preserved  in  the  State  Library  at  Rich 
moud  under  the  title  of  "Sainsbury  Papers";  (2)  on  the 
Council  Minutes,  two  volumes  of  which  —  those  for  1705- 
1721  and  1721-1734  —  are  in  the  State  library  in  Richmond, 
and  one  volume  —  that  for  1698-1700  —  is  in  the  Congres 
sional  Libiary  ;  (3)  on  the  letters  of  William  Byrd^  and 
William  Byrd",  which  are  preserved,  in  original  forui  or 
in  copies,  by  the  Virginia  Histoiical  Society  ;  and  (4)  on 
other  documents  of  a  miscellaneous  nature  to  which  due 
reference  has  been  made  in  the  foot-notes.  This  sketch  is 
submitted  to  the  public  with  a  little  hesitation.  Where 
so  little  territory  previously  has  been  explored  it  is  dillicult 
to  be  entirely  sure  of  one's  course. 

The  editor  has  received  assislance  in  his  work  from  many 
souices.  His  thanks  are  due  csj)c-clally  to  Mr.  W.  0.  Stan 
nard,  secretary  of  the  Virginia  Uistoj'ical  Society,  and  to 
his  assistant,  Mrs.  Sally  Nelson  Robins,  for  putting  at  his 
disposal  the  valuable  documents  in  the  possession  of  the 
society.  They  gJive,  moreover,  much  peisonal  information 
without  which  Ihe  editor's  pievious  unfamilia/ ity  with 
Virginia  genealogies  must  have  been  a  serious  inconve 
uience.  His  thanks  are  also  due  for  many  I'ourtesies  to 
Messrs.  R.  A.  Brock,  W.  W.  Scott,  and  F.  P.  Brent,  and  to  Dr. 
J.  A.  C.  Chandler,  of  Richnioml ;  to  Mr.  William  Byrd  and 
to  the  authorities  of  the  Columbia  University  Library,  of 
New  York  ;  to  Messrs.  M.  O.  Sherrill  and  Marshall  De  L. 
Haywood,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C. ;  and  to  Mi.  J.  V.  Rowe,  trea- 
surer of  the  Middle  Temple,  lioudon. 

JuUN  Spencke  BA«at;TJ'. 

Trinity  College,  Durham,  N.  C, 
October  8,  1901. 
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INTRODUCTION 

THE   BYRD   FAMILY    IN    VIRGINIA 

THE  aristocratic  form  of  Virgiuia  soeit^ty  was  fixed 
boou  after  tlie  Restoration  ol'  the  Stuarts.  It  pro- 
ceeded from  ecouoiuic,  social,  and  political  causes.  On  its 
economic  side  it  was  supported  by  land  and  servitude ;  on 
its  social  side  it  was  sustained  by  the  ideals,  and  somewhat 
by  the  blood,  of  the  English  country  gentlemen ;  on  its 
political  side  it  was  fostered  by  a  system  of  appointments 
to  oftice  which  left  the  least  room  for  a  democracy.  In 
the  eentuiy  which  preceded  the  Revolution  it  was  in  its 
greatest  vigor.  Like  all  aristociacies  which  are  not 
frequently  renewed  from  outside  sources,  it  at  length  went 
into  decay ;  but  in  the  century  of  its  vigor  it  produced  a 
type  of  leadership  which  few  other  communities  have 
equaled.  These  leaders  of  men  have  wou  the  admiration 
of  numerous  people  by  their  conservative  progress,  by  their 
political  integrity,  and,  most  of  all,  by  their  force  of 
character.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  introductory  sketch 
to  show  how  two  of  the  most  eminent  of  these  leadei-s,  a 
father  and  his  sou,  acquired  their  industrial,  social,  and 
political  positions,  and  how  they  used  them.  If  we  under 
stand  this  development  we  shall  better  know  liow  such  a 
man  as  Washington  was  made  possible. 

The  holding  of  land  and  of  slaves  in  Virginia  took  the 
foim  of  vastness  during  the  century  of  which  I  speak. 
Before  that  time  laud  grants  had  been  kept  moie  or  less 
witiiin  the  original  comp;iss  of  fifty  acres  for  each  person 
actually  imported.     When  the  colony  had  become  thor- 
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oughly  settled  there  was  a  deniaml  for  much  hirger  hold- 
ings. 'J'he  importation  rights  became  valuable,  — in  fact, 
they  took  a  mai'ket  value, —  and  iii  l(iy9  the  Council  threw 
aside  the  old  custom,  and  ordered  that  any  one  who  paid 
live  shillings  sterling  should  have  the  right  to  take  up 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  lieu  of  an  importation  right. i  The 
effect  was  to  throw  land  freely  on  the  market,  and  the 
action  could  have  been  taken  only  in  response  to  a  strong 
popular  demand.  It  did  not  create  the  custom  of  huge 
holdings,  for  they  had  existed  to  a  considerable  extent  be- 
fore, but  it  relieved  purchasers  of  the  necessity  of  evad- 
ing the  importation  clause.  If  that  clause  had  been 
steadily  enforced,  the  population  of  the  colony  must  have 
been  much  greater  than  it  was.  The  views  we  get  from 
the  Council  journals  of  the  land  grants  in  this  period  show 
that  the  average  land  grant  was  very  large.  For  instance, 
on  June  14,  172U,  there  were  granted,  in  twenly-seven 
grants,  48,284  acres,  an  average  of  1788  acres  to  a  grant. 
These,  it  must  be  icmeudiered,  included  no  extraoj-dinary 
grants.  Of  the  latter  there  were  not  a  few,  as  when  Spols- 
wood  in  one  night  signed  vai'ious  grants  for  10,000,  20,000, 
and  40,000  acres  each,  and  managed  it  so  that  «6,650 
acres  were  for  himself.-  When  we  lernember  that  most  of 
the  grants  made  iii  1726  were  to  persons  who  already 
owned  land,  it  will  be  seen  how  much  the  tendency  to  build 
large  estates  was  developed.  It  would,  perhaps,  not  be 
too  much  to  say  tliat  the  average  well-to-do  Virginian  of 
the  period  owned  as  much  as  thiee  thousand  acres  of  land, 
while  there  were  in  every  community  a  few  people  who 
owned  much  more. 

The  extension  of  slavery  proceeded  in  direct  ratio  with 
this  extension  of  land  giants.  There  had  been  no  great 
numbers  of  slaves  iu  the  colony  before  the  close  of  the 
century,  but  they  now  were  imported  in  great  numbers. 

'Council  Minutea,  Juno  21,  ol'  Trade,  Sainsbury  Papers, 
16^9-  1V20-30,     entry     for     June     a, 

^Drysdale      to      the      Board     1724, 
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They  were  necessary  to  the  great  estates.  The  colonists 
had  tried  white  lal)or  for  over  a  halt cciitary,  and  it 
proved  unreliable.  It  was  possililc  lo  hold  it  till  the 
terms  of  indenture  were  expiied,  hnl  aliei'  that  such  ser- 
vants were  ([uiekly  converted  into  landlioldeis  on  their 
own  account.  They  took  up  land  and  setHeil  in  the 
colony,  or,  after  the  aristocratic  tendency  had  become  so 
marked,  they  filed  off  to  North  Caioliua,  where  conditions 
were  more  ecpial.  If  the  Virginians  coidd  have  repro- 
duced the  English  country  eslate  uorkt-tl  by  a  body  of 
white  tenants  they  would  gladly  have  dune  it.  The  slow- 
ness with  which  they  turned  to  African  slavery  shows  this 
conclusively.  But  in  America  such  estates  were  not  pos- 
sible. They  did  the  next  best  thing,  as  it  seemed  to  peo- 
ple of  the  age  :  they  develoi)ed  slaveholding  estates. 

This  industrial  development  was  aficcted  Ijy,  and  in 
turn  afl'ecled,  the  social  conditions  of  the  colony.  Tlie 
most  striking  phase  of  the  social  life  of  llu;  period  is  the 
arrival  of  the  Cavaliers.  These  people  were  no  more  all 
earls  and  dukes  thau  the  royal  army  was  composed  of 
earls  and  dukes.  Many  of  them  had  noble  bh>od  in  their 
veins,  without  doubt,  but  in  the  royal  army  they  had  been 
among  the  minor  ollicers,  and  most  of  them  had  lost  their 
property.  They  came  to  Virginia  from  economic  as  well 
as  social  reasons.  They  were  received  by  the  i)eople  with 
warmth.  Governor  Berkeley  gave  them  lauds  and  ap- 
pointed them  to  offices.  If  we  may  believe  Governor 
Nicholson,  they  married  most  of  the  di-siiable  heiresses 
and  widows  among  the  colonists.  Tlicy  wcie  not  inimer- 
ous,  as  compared  with  the  older  population,  but.  tlicy  had 
an  induence  out  of  proportion  to  tjieir  numbers.  They 
gave  manners  a  warmer  tone  ;  tliey  emi)hasized  the  ideal 
of  country  life;  they  gave  Virginians  their  passion  for 
handsome  houses  and  fast  horses  ;  and  they  gave  public  life 
something  more  than  it  had  before  oi'  the  Knglish  notion 
that  oflices  should  be  held  for  tlie  bcnelil  of  tlie  gentry. 
Their  intermarriage  with  the  colonists   soon  made  Vir- 
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ginians  of  llieni.  By  the  time  Berkeley  was  thrown  from 
power,  in  1677,  they  may  be  said  to  have  l)ecome  absoibed 
iulo  the  popnlatiou. 

From  that  time  colouial  society  of  tide-water  Virginia 
was  lixed.  If  tliere  had  ever  come  in  England  anolher 
social  upheaval  which  would  driA'c  out  a  large  number 
of  tlie  gentry,  there  might  have  eome  a  new  stream  of 
immigration  to  this  section.  But  such  an  upheaval  was 
not  to  be.  The  i)oorer  people  with  fortunes  to  make,  who 
are  always  the  vast  majority  of  immigrants,  passed  on 
to  North  Carolina.  Thither  went  also  the  indented 
servants  after  the  expiration  of  their  terms  of  service,  and 
sometimes  before,  for  lands  wei'e  cheap  there  and  life 
democratic.  Thus  there  developed  a  diflereuce  of  social 
stru(;lure  between  the  I  wo  colonies  which  produced  an 
unfortunate  lack  of  sympathy  which  is  not  yet  entirely 
outlived.' 

LieuteuanlGovernor  Nicholson,  who  had  seen  somclliing 
of  life  in  other  colonies,  described  the  condition  in  A'^ir 
ginia  in  1701.  "There  is  little  or  no  encouragement,"  said 
he,  "for  men  of  any  tolerable  parts  to  come  hither.  For 
merly  there  was  good  convenient  land  to  be  taken  up  and 
there  widows  had  pretty  good  fortunes  which  were  en- 
couragements for  men  of  parts  to  come.  But  now  all  or 
most  of  the  good  lands  are  taken  up,  and  if  there  he  any 
widows  or  maids  of  any  fortune,  the  natives  for  the  most 
part  get  them  ;  for  they  begin  to  have  a  sort  of  aversion 
to  others,  calling  them  strangers.     In  the  Civil  War  sev- 

'  In  1708  the  Board  of  Trade  Virginia  debts  were  pleadable, 

asked  why  so  many  people  left  it  was  almost  impossible  to  win 

Virginia    to    settle    elsewhere,  a  suit  there  against  one  who  had 

The    Virginia    Council    replied  run  away  from  his  debts  in  Vir- 

that  people  left  Virginia  to  set-  ginia,  and   this   was  due    both 

tie  in  North  Carolina:   (1)  be-  to    a    popular    sympathy     for 

cause  the  good  land  in  Virginia  such  debtors  and  to  the  unset- 

was  taken  up;  (2)  because  land  tied  condition  of  the   country, 

was  cheap  and  the  terms  of  tak-  ( See  Council   Minutes,  vol.  for 

ing  it  up   easy  in   North   Car-  1705-21,     entry     for     Oct.     19, 

olina ;     (3)     because,   although  1708.) 
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•  eral  gentlemen  of  quality  lied  hither,  and  others  of  good 

!  parts,  but  they  are  all  dead  ;  and  1  hoj)e  in  God  there  will 

never   be  sneh  a   cause   to   make  them  eome  in  again."  ^ 
I  "Nicholson  regretted  this  slate  of  allairs,  especially  because 

I  it  produced  so  few  men  capable  of  tilling  the  oflices ;  but 

[  to  him  the  Board  of  Trade   made   the  very  pertinent  ob- 

l  servation  that  it  ought   to  be  liis  aim  under  llie  circum- 

stances to  develop  out  of  tlie  Virginians  men  who  were 
capable  of  oflice.-  This  observation  indicates  just  wliat 
did  happen.  Virginia  society  had  taken  to  itself  its  own 
direction.  Except  for  the  small  uumber  of  persons  who 
arrived  from  time  to  time  in  some  official  capacity,  the 
;  life  of  the  colony  had  received  its  last  external  impression 

1  till  the  ariival  of  the  great  stream  of  Scotch-Irish  in  the 

1  upper  districts  shortly  after  1730. 

i  The  political  conditions  during  the  century  before  the 

I  Revolution  had  great  influence  on  the  develoi^ment  of  life 

in    Virginia.     Public  life  at   the   time    was    the  least  bit 
j  democratic.     The  only  election  in  the  colony  was  held  for 

(  the  members  of  the  Assembly.     The  couuty  officers  were 

'  appointed,  either  by  the  governor,  or  by  the  governor  and 

i  Council,  or  by  some  other  officer  to  whom  the  right  of  ap- 

pointment had  been  given.  The  Council,  the  members  of 
which  were  appointed  by  the  king  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  governoi",  was  the  upper  house  of  the  Assembly,  and 
coidd  therefore  check  legislation.  How  this  body  always 
maintained  a  remarkalile  degree  of  independence  of  the 
governor,  and,  in  fact,  constituted  the  chief  ruling  force  in 
the  colony  during  the  administration  of  most  of  the  colo- 
nial governors,  will  be  shown  later.  Here  it  is  enough  to 
say  that  il,  in  common  with  the  local  government,  worked 
steadily  to  aid  the  industrial  and  social  forces  which  have 
been  pointed  out  in  the  j)rocess  of  l)uilding  up  in  every 
county  men  of  strong  personality  who  were  able  to  sjjeak 
for  the  action  of  their  resi)ective  counties  in  public  affairs. 

1  The  Saiuebury  Papers,  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  (1625-1715),  p.  291. 

2  Ibid.,  p.  378. 
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These  men  had  the  pi)lilii;il  traditions  of  llie  English 
country  gentlemen,  and  Ihey  were  strong  enough  in  llieir 
own  state,  and  iu  conjunetion  with  the  trading  interests  of 
other  states  they  were  strong  enough  in  the  nation,  to  re 
strain  that  extreme  rei)tiblican  feeling  which,  while  a  prime 
motive  force  in  the  Revolution,  was  a  serious  danger  in  the 
formation  of  tlie  Constitution. 

The  period  of  which  1  have  spoken  is  almost  exaetly 
covered  by  the  lives  of  the  three  men  who  made  the  name 
of  Byrd  famous  in  tlie  history  of  Virginia.  The  lirst  VVil 
Ham  Byrd  came  to  .■\merica  about  1070  ;  the  third  William 
Byrd  died  iu  1777.  The  history  of  these  three  men  of  the 
same  name  is  closely  interwoven  with  every  phase  of  tlie 
economic,  social,  and  political  history  of  the  colony  for 
that  period.  The  two  iiist  of  them  represented  the  very 
flower  of  Virginia  life,  both  strong  men,  and  wealthy  men, 
and  intelligent  meu,  and  the  second  especially  brilliant. 
The  other,  the  last  of  the  succession,  represents  the  decay 
of  the  family,  wealthy,  and  in  the  beginning  inlluential, 
ludtured,  perhaps,  but  less  strong  in  character,  and  less 
able  to  hold  in  his  hands  either  his  properly  or  his  pas- 
sions. His  own  children,  who  were  many,  although  men 
aiul  women  of  personal  woitli,  were  less  wealthy  and  less 
intluential  than  he,  and  took  theii'  places  quite  naturally 
among  the  people  who  make  up  society  without  being  able 
to  direct  its  course. 

William  Byrd',  whose  good  fortune  it  was  to  ariive  in 
Virginia  when  the  society  there  was  just  beginning  to  (ix 
itself,  w;is  the  grandson  on  his  mother's  side  of  tliat  Cap 
tain  Thomas  Stegg,  or  Stegge,  who  was  sent  by  Parlia 
ment  to  America  in  1051  as  one  of  the  commissioncjs  to 
reduce  ttie  colonies  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  to  obedience. 
His  good  .success  in  that  enterprise  was  perhaps  partly  due 
to  the  fact  that  he  had  been  for  some  years  a  resident  ol 
the  former  colony.  As  early  as  1037  we  lind  that  he  was 
a  merchant  trading  in  James  Eiver.  His  home  was  near 
Westover,  in  Charles  City  County.    He  was  a  member  of  the 
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Assembly,  and  of  enough  inHueuce  to  be  elected  Speaker 
in  1G43,  and  in  JG44  he  was  a  uieiuber  ol'  the  Council.  Ue 
was  a  Parliamentaiiau  at  this  time,  and  on  tliat  side  had  in 
the  same  yeai'  letters  of  luaiiiue  by  virtue  of  wliich  he 
seized  a  Bristol  sliip  iu  Boston  harbor.  In  ICSl,  after  re- 
ceiving the  submission  of  the  colony,  he  embarked  on  a 
ship  from  Virginia  for  England,  and  was  lost  on  the  pas- 
sage.' He  left  his  estate  iu  Virginia  to  his  son,  Thomas 
Stegg,  and  his  houses  in  London  to  his  daughter,  Grace 
Byrd.  The  son  sold  his  lands  iu  Charles  City,  and  settled 
in  16(jl  at  the  falls  of  the  James,  in  Henrico,  where  he 
died  without  heirs  in  1671.  He  was  a  man  of  influenee  in 
his  county.  In  1G63  he  was,  with  Heniy  Kandolph,  col- 
lector of  ijuit-reuts  for  Henrico  and  Chailes  City  counties, - 
and  he  was  successively  captain  and  colonel  ^  of  the  militia, 
member  of  the  Council,^  and  audilor-gencial.''  His  estate 
in  land  and  stock  he  left  to  liis  nephew,  William  Byrd'. 

William  Byrd"  was  descended  on  his  falhei's  side  from  a 
fanuly  of  Brexton,  or  Broxt.ou,  which  is  traced  in  Holms's 
"Heraldic  Collection  for  Cheshire  "  to  the  family  of  the  same 
name  which  was  living  at  Charlton  as  early  as  the  middle 
of  the  twelfth  century.  John  Byrd,  or  Bird,"  as  it  was 
then  spelled,  was  a  goldsmith  in  Ijondon.  He  was  an  hoii 
est  tradesman  of  means,  but  the  glimpses  of  his  family 
which  we  get  from  the  letters  of  his  eldest  son  indicate 
that  he  was  neither  rich  nor  influential.  He  married 
Grace,  the  daughter  of  Captain  Thomas  Stegg,  and  had 
several  children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was  William  Byrd". 

The   will   of  Thomas  Stegg  was  dated  March  31,  1670, 

'  Neil,    Virginia     Carolorum,  ^  See  his  will  in  the  Byrd  Title- 

pp.   135,    136,   167,   179,  218,  219.  book. 

In    1650    Charles    II,    then    in  '  Neil,    Virginia    Caroloruni, 

Breda,  appointed   him  a  coun-  317. 

eilor  iu  Virginia,  but  evidently  ^  Va.  Histl.  Mag.,  VI.  300. 

he  did   not  lean  to  the  Stuart  ^jj,  js  thus  in  Stegg's  will.     It 

king.     (See   Cal.    of  Eng.   Ool.  was  perhaps  changed   later  to 

State  Papers,  Vol.  I. )  conform  with  tlie  spelling  of  the 

2  Va.  Histl.  Mag.,  III.  43.  Brexton  family. 
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when  William  ByiJi,  who  was  born  in  1G52,  was  only  eigh- 
teen years  of  age.  It  was  proved  May  15,  1G71.  II  con- 
tained mnch  good  advice  for  the  yonng  man,  cantioning 
liim  "  not  to  be  led  away  by  the  evil  instrnctious  he  shall 
receive  from  others,  but  to  be  governed  by  the  prudent 
and  provident  advice  he  shall  receive  from  his  aunt,  Ihe 
testator's  loving  wife."  The  absence  of  any  words  in  lii<- 
■will  to  show  that  Eyrd  was  at  this  time  living  in  Loii 
don  would  seem  lo  imply  that  he  was  then  in  Viigiiiia,' 
perhaps  brought  over  by  8tegg  with  the  view  of  making 
him  his  heir. 

The  social  position  of  Stegg  was  the  best,  and  Byrd  at 
once  succeeded  to  it.  The  former  had  had  foi-  his  close 
fiiend  Governor  Berkeley  himsell^  to  whom  he  left  lifly 
pounds  in  token  of  the  many  lavors  that  genllcjiian  had 
shown  him.  Anothei-  friend,  who  w;is  also  remembeied  in 
the  will,  was  Thomas  laulwell,  the  secretary  of  the  colony. 
Him  he  urged  "for  the  Dear  Fiiendship  that  we  have  so 
long  mutually  enjoyed"  to  show  the  same  kindness  to  Byrd 
which  he  had  shown  to  tlie  teslalor. 

Rich  through  the  favor  of  his  uncle,  and  well  intro- 
duced, William  Byrd^  did  not  fail  to  press  lapidly  into  the 
foremost  ranks  of  colonial  life.  lie  married  as  early  as  1U7;5, 
wliich  was  the  year  he  became  of  age,  Mary,  the  daughter 
of  Warham  Horsenumden.  The  latter  was  an  officer  in  the 
royal  army  who  had  found  the  triumph  of  the  Puritans  so 
disagreeable  that  he  had  come  to  live  in  Virginia,  wheie 
he  settled  in  Charles  City  County.  He  was  either  a  close 
fiiend  or  a  relative  of  that  Dame  Frances  who  manied,  lirst, 
Samuel  Stephens,  governor  of  the  Albemarle  settlement, 
and  secondly,  William  Berkeley,  governor  of  Virginia,  anti 
thirdly,  Philip  Ludwell,  governor  of  Carolina ;  for  at  lu-r 

1  For  example,  when  William  to    act   till    the    eon's    return. 

Byrd '  died  in  1704,  liis  will  pro-  There   is   nothing  like  this   in 

vided  that  if  his  son  uhould  bo  Stegg's  will.  Byrd  took  up  land 

out  of  the  colony  at  the  time,  cer-  at  the  falls  of  the  James  in  167;i. 

tain  persons  should  be  trustees  ( See  Byrd  Title-book. ) 


THE    BYKD    FAMILY    IN    VIIKilNIA         xvii 

first  iiiai'i'iagt  he  was  oue  of  llie  trustees  to. whom  Stephens 
conveyed  the  hidy's  marriage  setlleiiieut  beluie  inariiage, 
to  be  conveyed  to  her  after  the  eeieinouy  had  l)een  per- 
formed, lie  was  in  the  colony  iis  hite  as  Deceiid)er  11,  KiT.S, 
wlicu  lie  released  iill  legal  claim  he  might  be  supposed  to 
have  to  the  said  estate.^  Afterward,  howevei',  he  went  to 
Englaud,  aud  many  of  the  letters  which  William  Eyrd' 
wiote  to  England  were  written  to  him  at  Purleigh,  in 
Essex.  lu  these  letters  Byrd  ofleu  gives  his  correspon- 
dent news  of  "  my  I/ady  Berkeley."  Before  he  weid  he 
perhaps  held  in  his  arms  liis  grandson,  William  Byrili, 
for  that  young  gentleman  was  boi'ii  in  Viiginia,  March 
28,  1«71.''^ 

The  estate  which  Stegg  left  to  Byrd  comprised  lands  at 
the  falls  of  the  James,  on  l)0th  sides  of  the  rivei'.  As  one 
stands  now  on  some  tall  building  in  Richmoiid,  he  will  no- 
lice  that  the  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  liver  lies  hilly 
and  uninviting  to  the  agriculturalist,  while  ou  the  south 
side,  a  little  below  the  town  of  Manchester,  the  river  makes 
a  curve  aiouud  a  large  tract  of  level  ground  wtiich  sloi)es 
gently  down  to  the  James.  It  was  the  fertility  of  that 
piece  of  land  which  attracted  the  notice  of  Stegg.  Here 
he  had  his  residence,  a  stout  stone  house  with  a  large 
stone  chimney  in  the  center.^  This  tract  embraced  eigh- 
teen hundred  acres,  more  or  less,  beginning  at  the  falls  on 
the  west,  that  is,  at  a  place  near  the  piesent  Southciu 
Railway  bridge,  and  stretching  away  easlwaid  as  far  as 
Goode's  Creek,  the  boundary  of  the  ancient  estate  of 
"Whitby." 

Thomas  Stegg  the  elder  had  been  a  merchant  in  Charles 
City,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  his  son  was  one  also  at 

1  Henning's  Statutes,  II.  323.  I  am  told  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Bi-oclt 

-  When  Byrd '  ajjplied  for  tlie  that     Wurliam      Ilorsemanden 

position  of  secretary  of  Virginia  was    buried     in     Cliarles    City 

in    1702,    the    Board    of   Trade  County,  Virginia.-  EorroB. 

spoke  of  him  as  a  native  of  Vii'-  ^A    rude    drawing    of    it    is 

ginia.     (See  Sainsbury  Papers,  shown  on   a   plat  in   the  Byrd 

Vol.  II.  Parti.,  1625-1715,  p. 301.)  Title-laook. 
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tlie  falls.  At  auy  rate,  the  earliest  view  we  get  of  Eyid 
from  his  owu  letters  shows  that  he  M'as  both  a  country 
merchant  and  an  Indian  trader.  His  location  was  excel- 
lent for  the  latter  business,  although  from  the  sparsely  set- 
tled condition  of  the  back  country  it  was  not  so  favorable 
for  the  former.  South  of  the  river  began  the  trail  which 
before  the  middle  of  the  century  had  already  penetrated 
into  the  interior  more  than  four  hundred  miles.'  Along 
it  his  owu  traders  were  sent,  carrying  ou  their  pack- 
horses  his  goods  as  far  as  the  Catawbas  and  the  Clicro- 
kees.  On  this  trail  they  sometimes  came  to  untimely  cuds 
at  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  as  we  see  they  did  in  108 1, 
when  live  traders  were  killed  thirty  miles  beyond  the  Occo- 
uecchees,  and  again  in  1C8U,  when  two  more  weie  killed 
about  four  hundred  miles  from  the  falls,  probably  among 
the  Catawbas. 

William  Byrd'  describes  at  length  the  route  of  this 
trade.  The  Trading  Path,  says  he,  crossed  the  Koanoke  at 
Moniseep  Ford,  which  was  about  one  mile  above  where  the 
dividing-line  crossed  that  liver.  If  it  ran  in  a  straight 
line  it  traversed  Granville  County,  North  Carolina,  near 
the  town  of  Oxford,  crossed  Tar  River  eight  miles  to  the 
southwest,  and  cut  Flat,  Little,  and  Eno  rivers  from  five 
to  ten  miles  above  where  they  unite  to  foriu  the  Neuse. 
Lea\ing  what  is  now  University  Station  a  mile  to  the 
north,  it  ran  westerly  through  tlie  Haw  Old  Fields,  where 
Byrd  says  there  were  lifty  thousand  acres  of  the  richest 
liighland  to  be  found  in  one  tract  iu  that  part  of  the  world, 
then  across  Haw  and  Alamance  rivers  not  far  above  the 
point  at  which  they  unite,  and  onwaid  to  the  Deep  Kivei' 
at  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  and  then  as  much  farther,  till 
at  length  it  crossed  the  Yadkin.  Here  the  traders  rested 
their  horses,  slopping  to  let  them  crop  for  some  days  the 
rich  canes  which  grew  ou  the  banks  of  the  river.  Finally 
the  path  passed  through  the  counties  of  Stanley,  Cabar- 
rus, and  Mecklenburg,  and  reached  the  rich  low  groiuub 
'  Byrd  to  Lane  and  Perry,  May  10,  1686. 
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of  the  Catawbii,  ou  which  the  ludiaus  of  tlie  same  name 
lived.  Along  this  route,  in  the  days  of  William  Byid^, 
the  traders  went  in  caravans  of  fifteen  or  mure,  escorting  a 
hundred  pack-horses.  But  aftei-  South  Carolina  w;is  set- 
tled the  Chailestou  tradeis  absorbetl  so  mue-h  of  the  trade 
that  when  William  Byrd'i  wrote  his  "  History  of  the  Divid- 
ing Line,"  '  not  more  than  half  that  many  ])ersous  went 
in  a  caravan. 

lu  the  country  trade  Byrd  dealt  in  all  the  miscellaneous 
English  goods  which  would  be  demanded  by  a  rural  com- 
munity. He  ordered  dulHes  and  cotton  goods,  window- 
gliiss,  with  lead  and  soldei',  and  "ten  boxes  of  Lockyer's 
Pills."  But  most  especially  he  ordered  servants.  "  If  you 
could  send  mc,"  said  he,  "six,  eight,  or  ten  servants  (men 
or  lusty  boys)  l)y  the  tii'st  ship,  and  the  procurement  might 
not  be  too  dear,  they  would  much  assist  in  pui'chasing  some 
of  the  best  crops  they  seldom  being  to  bee  bought  without 
servants.  If  you  could  help  me  to  a  Carjienter,  Bricklayer, 
or  Mavson,  I  would  w  illiugly  pay  somewhat  Extraordinary."- 
These  wei'c  white  servants,  but  from  Barbadoes  he  ordered 
4  negroes,  1200  gallons  of  rum,  3000  pounds  of  "muscovado 
sugar,"  1  barrel  (200  pounds),  of  white  sugar,  3  tons  of 
molasses,  1  cask  of  lime-juice,  and  2  hundredweight  of 
ginger. 

William  Byrd^'s  progress  in  public  life  also  was  rapid. 
As  early  as  \6Hi,^  when  he  was  twenty-four  years  old,  he 
wiis  a  captain  in  the  county  militia,  and  only  four  years 
later  he  was  called  "Colonel  Byrd"  in  the  Charles  City 
court  records.*  In  the  same  year  we  have  evidence  that 
he  was  escheator  of  Henrico  County.^  Within  this  period 
he  is  said  to  have  been  more  than  once  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses.  In  1(380  lie  was  appoijded  by  Cul- 
peper,  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  that  gentleman  in  the 

1 1738,  or  a  little  later.  also  Va.   Histl.   Mag.,  IV.  121- 

2  Maxwell,    Va.    Histl.    Reg.,  124. 

Vol.  I.  p.  63.  ■•  Va.  Histl.  Mag.,  III.  158. 

^  Heniiing's  Statutes,  II.  328  ;  5  Byrd  Title-book. 
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goveruineut,  a  member  of  the  Council  iu  the  phvee  of  Colo- 
nel Swanue,  deceased.  Culpeper  did  uol  report  llie 
appointment  to  the  Board  of  Tiade  till  December  12,  1()81, 
and  live  days  later  that  body  recommended  that  llie  nom- 
ination be  conflrmed.i  Thus  Byrd's  rank  in  the  Council 
dates  from  1GS2,  after  Ralph  AVorndey  and  Richard  Lee  ; 
but  it  seems  certain  that  he  sat  frt)m  the  time  of  his  tem- 
porary appointment,  which  was  some  time  between  May  3 
and  August  11,  1G«0. 

In  Bacon's  Rebellion  Byrd  apjiears  in  tlie  bejiiiining  as 
one  of  the  principal  siii)portcrs  of  Bacon.  Tliis  oidbieak 
of  popular  indignation  was  due  to  Berlicley's  Indian  ])olicy. 
Byrd  himself  was  an  Indian  trader.  Just  before  tliat  time 
the  savages  had  been  giving  the  frontier  settlers  much 
trouble.  IMieir  irregular  depredations  had  undoubtedly 
interfered  with  trade.  Moieoxer,  in  1G7G  Berkeley  liad 
got  his  servile  Assembly  to  pass  a  law  which  forbade  the 
trade  to  all  former  traders.'-  The  ostensible  purpose  of 
this  was  to  remove  all  cause  of  ill  feeling  l)etween  tlie  two 
races.  But  the  same  act  piovidcd  that  Indians slionld  buy 
goods  from  no  others  than  from  five  men  whom  the  gover- 
nor should  appoint  in  each  county.  This  might  well 
bring  to  bear  against  the  governor  all  the  intluence  of  the 
dispossessed  traders.  In  the  spring  of  the  same  year  there 
ran  through  the  upper  counties  the  report  tliat  the  Indians 
were  coming  down  on  the  whites.  The  i)eople  (lew  to 
arms  to  i)rotect  their  homes.  A  body  of  the  militia  had 
assembled  at  Jordan's  Point,  near  the  falls  of  the  James. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  Captain  James  Crews, 
Henry  Isham,  tiv.,  and  Captain  William  ByicU  were  to- 
gether, in  company  with  Nathaniel  Bacon,  Jr.  The  conver- 
sation fell  naturally  upon  the  sad  slate  of  the  country.  It 
was  recounted  that  tlie  Susquehaunas  had  come  down  to 
within  twelve  miles  of  the  falls  of  the  James,  anil  com- 
mitted  many  murders  there,  one  of  which  had  been   on 

1  Sainsbury  Papt-rs,  vul.  for  1679-82,  pp.  125,  127,  135. 
-  Ileiining's  Statutea,  JI.  33(). 
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Bacou's  oveiseei-.  Excited  by  this  and  by  tlie  diink  which 
had  been  indulged  in,  Bacon  was  persuaded  by  the  otlieis 
to  go  across  tlie  river  to  the  militia  and  to  take  them  some 
ruia.  The  militia  themselves  were  without  a  leader,  and 
were  easily  persuaded  to  follow  so  eloquent  a  leader  as 
Bacon.  He,  however,  hesitated  on  account  of  the  respon- 
sibility, fearing  to  go  against  the  Indians  without  a  com- 
mission ;  but  his  three  fiiends  urged  him  on,  and  pi-omised 
that  they  would  follow  him,  commission  or  no  commission,' 
and  so  he  undertook  tlie  task.  As  long  as  Bacon's  operations 
were  contiued  to  the  Indians,  Byrd  was  tiue  to  this  promise, 
and  led  a  |)orliou  of  Bacon's  troops;  but  when  the  pas- 
sionate young  leader  went  beyond  that  and  proposed  to 
reform  the  (lonstitulion  of  the  colony,  he  drew  back  and 
made  his  j)eace  with  the  governor.  He  was  too  practical 
a  man  for  a  revolution.  Had  Bacon  followed  him,  instead 
of  giving  himself  up  to  the  schemes  of  political  theorizers, 
he  would  have  dispersed  his  troops  after  the  defeat  of  the 
Indians  and  liave  trusted  to  the  supjjort  of  the  country 
for  his  personal  safety. 

Byrd's  connection  with  Bacon  did  not  impair  liis  i)0pu- 
laiity.  He  was  so  well  intrenched  in  the  good  will  of  the 
burgesses  that  in  1G79  a  bill  passed  giving  him  a  special 
jurisdiction  over  a  tract  of  land  at  the  falls  of  the  James, 
lying  five  miles  on  each  side  of  the  i-iver  and  extending 
iuto  the  interior  one  mile  on  the  south  side  and  two  miles 
on  the  north  side.  The  grant  really  created  a  manor,  with 
Byrd  at  the  liead  of  it.  The  condition  on  which  it  was 
made  was  that  he  should  settle  there  a  garrison  of  tifly 
armed  men,  leady  at  short  notice  to  repel  an  attack,  but 
that  he  should  not  bring  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
other  persons  to  the  place.  This  was  deemed  too  great  a 
privilege  by  the  authorities  in  EngUuul,  and  tlie  scheme 
failed  for  lack  of  their  approval. 

Not  discouraged  by  this  rebufi',  Byrd  proposed  four  years 

'See  tlie  report  of  Berry  and  Moryaoii,  Va.  Ilistl.  Mag., 
IV.  121-124. 
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later  a  more  daring  scheme.  Tlic  frontier,  in  spUt  of  the 
severe  punishment  Bacon  had  indicted  on  the  Indians,  was 
not  entirely  sale.  In  the  winter  of  1(379-80  there  had 
been  some  trouble,  for  which  Byrd  quickly  took  vengeance, 
much  to  the  regret  of  the  secretary,  Nicholas  Bpeucei.' 
Three  years  later  he  proposed  to  Governor  Culpeper  that 
if  he  were  given  the  monopoly  of  the  Indian  trade  he 
would  compose  all  the  differences  between  tlie  Indians  and 
the  whites,  see  that  the  king's  annual  tribute  w;us  duly  paid, 
exj)lore  the  country  west  of  the  mountains  as  soon  as  peace 
should  be  made  with  the  Henecas,  and  pay  to  his  Majesty 
£100  a  year,  provided  he  were  allowed  to  transport  his 
Indian  commodities  to  England.-  (Julpeper,  in  transmit- 
ting  this  proposition  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  said^  that, 
while  he  would  uot  advise  what  should  be  done  in  this 
case,  yet  bis  maxim  was  for  free  trade,  and  that  he  had  fol- 
lowed that  course  continually,  ''  though  to  my  owne  great 
losse."  The  board  did  not  favor  the  proposition,  and  no 
thing  more  wiis  heard  of  it.  In  this  connectiou  it  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  in  171(>  William  Byrd ''  was  most 
active  before  the  same  body,  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  secure 
the  disallowance  of  a  law  giving  the  same  kind  of  a  mo- 
nopoly to  Spotswood  and  some  of  Spotswood's  friends. 

Byrd  had  thus  tried  two  schemes  to  make  nu)ney  through 
his  political  connections.  He  now  came  to  a  third,  whi<h 
was  destined  to  be  more  successful  than  the  others.  lie 
applied  for  the  oflice  of  auditoi',  which  was,  iu  fact,  the 
office  of  colonial  treasuiei-.  It  was  held  at  that  time  by 
Nathaniel  Bacon,  uncle  of  the  revolutionary  leader,  but 
he  was  old  and  quite  willing  to  give  up  the  oflice.  Byrd, 
as  soon  as  he  had  made  proper  arrangements  iu  Vir- 
ginia, set  out  in  the  spring  of  1087  for  London,  where  lie 
found  but  little  difficulty  in  his  way.  The  gift  of  the 
aiulitorship  was  in  the  hands  of  William  Blathwayt,  who 
was  auditor-general  for  all  the  colonies,  and  whose  dei)uty 

1  Sainsbury    Papers,   vol.    for         ^  ibid.,  entry  for  Feb.,  11)83. 
1679-82,  entry  for  March  18, 1680.         3  Va.  Histl.  Mag.,  III.  236. 
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was  the  Virginia  aiuUlor.  The  appoint lueut  of  deputy 
aiidilof  seems  Loliave  carried  tliatot'  receiver-general  along 
with  it.  Lord  Howard  of  Eftinghani,  then  governor  of 
Virginia,  gave  Byid  his  support,  and  it  seems  that  Byrd 
found  means  of  interesting  151athwayt  in  Ids  behalf  On 
December  4,  1(J87,  he  received  the  appointment,  and  lost 
no  time  in  returning  to  Virginia,  whei'e  he  arrived  on 
February  2-1,  1(J88.  He  fi>und  no  troulde  about  his  ofliee 
there,  so  he  wrote  to  "Father  Ilorsemaiiden,"  except  that 
Bacon  wanted  the  i)erquisites  for  the  year  al)0ut  to  ejid.i 
But  from  another  quarter  there  was  ct)ming  a  controversy, 
the  relation  of  which  throws  much  light  upon  political  life 
at  that  lime. 

Although  Bacou  had  beeu  given  his  ottice  in  1675,  on 
the  death  of  Edward  Diggcs,  yet  in  1(>77  the  king  had 
graided  the  office  for  life  to  Ilol)ert  Ayleway,  intending,  :is 
it  seems,  eilhci'  to  supeisede  Bacon  m-  togi\'e  Ayleway  the 
opportunity  to  make  some  arrangement  with  him  by  which 
Bacou  might  execute  the  office  in  Viiginia,  while  the 
other  remained  in  England  as  his  absent  superior.-  But 
almost  immediately  Ayleway  was  seut  to  Ireland  to  be 
clerk  of  the  office  of  oidnance  there,  and  Bacon  remained 
in  otiice.  Tlie  appointment  of  Byrd  ai'oused  the  intciest 
of  Ayleway,  and  in  May,  I(5S!t,  he  jietitioned  the  king,  set- 
ting foi'th  the  above  facts,  and  praying  that  as  he  liad  the 
legal  title  to  the  office  he  might  also  have  the  fruits  of  it. 
The  king  referred  the  petilioa  to  the  Boaid  of  Trade,  who 
in  turn  referied  it  to  Loid  Howard  of  ]<]ffingham,  who  was 
then  in  England.  He,  who  was  committed  to  ISyrd  iii  the 
matter,  could  not  deny  that  Ayleway  had  the  legal  title  to 
the  office,  but  he  added  that  the  office  ought  to  be  executed 

1  Letter-book.      To     "Father         ^The  Virginia  AssemWy  de- 

Horsemanden,"  April  16,   1688.  clarud  in   1680  that  Ayleway'« 

The  king's  order   to   put  Byrd  grant   was    surreptitioualy    ob- 

iuto  tlie  office  of  "  Auditor  of  tained     unJ     tliat    they     were 

the  pulilic  accounts  of  Virginia"  glad  it  was  not  allowed.    (Sains- 

is  preserved   in  the  Sainsbury  bury   t^apers,    vol.   for   1679-82, 

Papers,  vol.  for  1625-1715,  p.  118.  p.  91. ) 
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l)y  some  oue  on  the  sput.  The  board  adopted  tliis  view  of 
the  iiiiitter,  and  llie  king-  finally  ga\e  judgiiient  that  Ayle- 
way  should  be  put  into  p(jssessiou  of  the  ollice  if  he  would 
exeeute  it  in  person  in  Virginia ;  otherwise  he  was  told 
tliat  he  might  seek  his  redress  in  the  eonrts.'  That  he 
was  not  willing  to  do,  and  Byrd  was  able  to  make  an  ar- 
rangement l)y  which  he  became  Ayleway's  deputy  for  two 
years,  lie  agreeing  to  pay  hissuperior  oue  half  of  the  profits 
of  the  office. - 

The  whole  aflair  gave  rise  to  considerable  maua'uvering. 
Ayleway  said  in  his  petition  lo  the  king  that  Byid  was  ''a 
creature  of  the  late  Lord  Chancellor's,"  wlio  was  no  othei' 
than  the  corrupt  Lord  Jeffreys.  Byrd  himself  said,  a  year 
before  this  charge  was  made,  in  a  letter  to  his  uncle,  tluit 
while  he  was  in  England  he  was  often  a  suitor  on  the  Lord 
C!hancellor,  but  that  he  could  have  no  discourse  with  him.'' 
It  is  not  impossible  that  Byrd  used  money  with  those  from 
whom  he  was  seeking  an  office  which  he  valued  chiclly  for 
its  salary.  When  the  English  politicians  were  Ihcnisclvcs 
so  corrupt,  it  woidd  be  a  strange  thing  if  their  dependents 
in  Virginia  should  have  remained  uncontaminaled. 

The  limiting  of  the  period  of  agreenu-nt  between  Byid 
and  Ayleway  to  two  years  did  not  suit  the  foimei'.  lie 
wanted  the  office  entiiely  and  was  willing  to  purchase  it 
outright.  In  doing  that  he  brought  to  his  assistance 
lilalhwayt,  John  Povey,  and  Micajah  Perry.  As  the  first, 
however,  was  clerk  of  the  privy  council,  Byrd  wrote  that 
he  would  rely  on  the  efforts  of  the  two  others  for  acti\'c 
solicitation.  To  Povey  he  gave  X20  a  year  for  his  good 
oliices.  All  of  the  three,  however,  and  liilingham  also, 
sent  him  word  that  they  would  do  wlrat  they  could  to  get 
the  place  foi'  him.  Thus  encouraged,  he  was  able  to  write 
to  "  Father  Horsemanden,"  July  25,  1G!)0,  that  "  with  ye 
help  of  some  more  j)otent  (jold  "  he  hoped  soon  to  have  the 

'  Sainsbury  Papers,  vol.  for  -Letter-book.  To  Perry  and 
1640-91,  pp.  2-26,  236,  240,  243.  Lano,  July  19,  1690. 

3  Letter-book,  April  16,  1688. 
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affair  in  good  shape.  Tlie  iiotency  of  liis  gold  had  lessened, 
however,  loi'  in  1G88  he  had  offered  Ayleway  100  guineas, 
but  now  he  was  eonstrained  to  tell  I'eriy  that  he  might  go 
so  far  as  Jt;500,  although  he  hoped  the  olliee  eould  be  had 
for  less.  Ayleway  had  tried  to  bring  I'iiilip  Ludwell  to 
bid  for  the  oflice,  but  tliere  was  too  much  of  olheial  cour- 
tesy among  the  Virginia  eouncilois  to  allow  them  to  bid 
against  one  another  in  such  au  affair,  and  Ludwell  said 
piomptly  that  he  w;xs  not  an  applicant.  To  ''  Father 
Horsemaudeu  "  he  wrote  that  it  was  true  that  Ayleway  had 
the  riglit  to  the  office,  but  that  "  as  long  as  I  can  keeiJ  an 
uninterrupted  jxissession  thereof  I  shall  not  mucli  value  it ; 
but  I  hoi)e  to  buy  him  out."  To  Periy  he  said  that  he 
thouglit  Elathwayl's  and  Povey's  inliuence  was  enougli  to 
conclude  the  affair  "witliont  incurring  any  danger  of  the 
Law  againsl  puichasing  ofticcs."  The  Letter-book,  from 
which  I  liave  drawn  freelj',  fails  lis  after  June  !>,  Kiitl,  but 
we  know  that  Eyrd  got  the  office  without  restriction  and 
held  it  till  his  death.  One  of  Die  last  letters  in  the  Letter- 
book  contains  an  injunction  to  Periy  to  biiug  the  matter 
to  a  close,  so  that  Eyrd  might  not  "  lye  open  to  every  one 
that  will  bid  money  for  itt."  '■ 

As  auditor  and  receiver-general  it  was  Eyrd's  duty  to 
receive  and  caie  for,  and  make  a  projiei'  rci)Oit  on,  all  the 
money  collected  in  the  colony  by  tlie  authoiity  of  the  king. 
This  nioney  was  derived  from  quit-i-ents,  from  a  tax  of 
two  shillings  a  hogshead  collected  on  all  Ihe  tobacco  ex- 
ported from  tlie  country  and  fiom  other  funds,  as  lines  and 
escheats.  The  duty  of  two  shillings  a  hogshead  was  settled 
,  for  the  expenses  of  tlie  governnu-nt,  as  tlie  salaries  of  gov- 
ernor and  others,  and  the  rest  was  to  be  accounted  for  with 
the  crown.  The  collection  of  (piit-i'ents  was  the  most  cou- 
sideral)le  as  it  was  the  most  troublesome  part  of  his  duly. 
Quit-rents  weie  yjaid  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings  for  each 
hundred  acres  of  land  held  in  the  colony.  They  were 
actually  collected  by  the  sevei'al  sheriffs,  who  paid  them 
1 1.etter-book,  Aug.  8,  1690,  July  19,  1690,  and  June  3,  1691. 


xxvi  COLONEL  WILLIAM   BYKD 

into  the  hands  of  the  reeeivergeneial.  The  king  liad 
granted  tliat  tliey  miglit  be  paid  at  the  discretion  of  the 
payer  in  tobacco  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  a  ponnd.  The 
resnlt  was  that  when  tobacco  was  below  one  penny  a  pound 
people  would  tender  that  instead  of  money  for  their  quit 
rents.  Another  effect  of  this  concession  was  that  the 
poorer  tobacco  would  be  teudeied  foi'  ciuit-reuts,  just  as  it 
was  given  for  the  parsons'  salaries.  Had  it  been  necessary 
for  Byrd  to  have  received  and  stored  all  this  tobacco  iu 
barns,  his  ottice  would  have  been  a  lal)Ojious  one  ;  but  there 
was  authorized  by  law  a  system  of  public  M'arehouses  to 
which  persons  were  allowed  to  take  their  tobacco,  receiving 
in  exchange  certilicates  which  were  receivable  for  pidilic 
dues.  In  these  the  tjuit-rents  were  paid.  It  was,  there- 
foie,  Byrd's  business  to  take  these  eerlifuates  as  they  were 
handed  in,  and  at  the  end  of  the  se;ison  to  sell  the  large 
amount  of  tobacco  corresponding  to  them  to  Ihe  best  ad- 
vantage of  the  revenues.  The  king  preferred  that  this 
tobacco  should  be  sold  at  auction,  and  more  than  on('e 
instru(;ted  the  governor  to  that  effect ;  but  the  Council 
favored  a  .sale  by  private  arrangement,  and  that  method 
was  geueially  followed  during  (he  incumbency  of  Byrd^. 
In  the  coutrover.sy  of  Byrd^'  with  Spotswood  this  was  a 
l)oint  of  prime  importance,  as  we  shall  see  later,  but  now 
it  occasioned  no  trouble.  It  did,  indeed,  bring  out  a 
protest  from  the  faction  which  was  opposed  to  Governor 
Andios,  but  the  point  was  not  pressed  very  strongly. 
Blair,  Hartwell,  and  Chilton,  who  weie  in  England  in 
U>97,  and  who,  at  the  recpiest  of  the  Board  of  Tiade, 
wrote  an  account  of  affairs  in  Virginia  which  at  last  found 
its  way  into  print,  testified  to  the  board  as  to  the  abuse 
which  grew  out  of  this  kiiul  of  a  sale.  It  was  the  custom, 
said  Chilton,'  for  Mr.  Auditor  Byrd  to  dispose  of  the  (luit 
rents  to  the  members  of  the  (Jouncil.  The  price  of  tobacco 
in  Virginia,  he  added,  was  generally  in  that  year  twenty 

1  Sainsbury  Papers,  vol.  for  1691-97,  p.  351.     Chilton  was 
corroliorated  by  Hartwell,  ibid.,  345. 
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sliilliugs  a  liuiulredweight,  but  the  quit-rent  tobacco  had 
sold  tioiii  four  to  six  sliilliugs  a  luindied  weight.'  It  would 
be  unwise  to  introduce  here  the  arguments  on  this  i)oint, 
since  they  weie  gone  over  in  a  uioie  complete  manner  in 
the  controversy  with  Spolswood.  It  is  enough  to  say  that 
on  the  evidence  of  such  men  as  Blair,  Chilton,  and  Hai  t- 
well,  for  their  association  togelhcr  in  the  matter  in  hand 
would  make  them  jointly  responsible  foi'  maltei's  of  fact  to 
which  one  of  them  testified,  it  is  evident  that  the  Council 
was  doing  whal  most  of  the  English  otlicials  were  doing, 
using  their  otlices  for  purposes  of  Iheii'  own  prosperity. 

As  to  irregularity  in  the  keeping  of  his  accounts,  there 
was  none  of  it.  It  is  true  lliat  when  Blair,  Lmlwell, 
and  otliers  appeared  in  luigland  in  1704  to  secuie  llie 
removal  of  Nicholson,  there  was  au  intimation  that  all  was 
not  right  with  Byrd's  books.  The  Board  of  Trade  called 
young  Byrd  before  it  and  asked  him  to  exijlain  the  mat- 
ter. He  tiled  his  reply  in  due  time,  and  Blair  said,  when 
lie  saw  it,  that  his  paity  ''  did  not  insist  in  their  complaints 
upon  having  the  Auditor  and  Receiver  General's  Places  in 
two  distinct  OlUces  if  the  accounts  of  the  Revenue  were 
regidarly  audited  before  the  council,  as  usual."  ^  The  com- 
plaint grew,  evidently,  out  of  the  general  fact  that  the  two 

1  This    metliod    of    collecting  He  was  instructed  to  collect  tlie 

quit-rents  led  to  the  fanning  of  rents  in  tobacco  in  that  county 

them  at  times.    October  19,  1699,  and  to  sell  it  at  auction.     The 

Byrd   was  given  authority   l)y  advantage  to  liini  who  farmed 

the  Council  to  sell  tlie  quit-rents  the  quit-rents  was  in  tlie  possi- 

of  any  county  to  anybody  who  bility  that    tobacco    might    be 

would  pay  for  them  in  money  sold  for  more  than  one  penny 

at  the  rate  specified  in  the  pat-  a  pound.      In    Princess    Anne 

ents,  that  is,   at  one   penny   a  it  was  of  inferior  quality,  and 

pound     of    tobacco,    and    who  that  is  why  the  qui(>rents  were 

would  allow  the  sherifls  their  not    farmed    out    there.      (See 

ten  per  cent,  for  collecting.     As  Council       Minutes      for     date 

soon  as  this  was  enacted  by  tlie  given,  i 

Council,  Byrd  reported  that  lie         -  Sainsbmy    Papers,   vol.    for 

had  already  made  arrangements  162.5-1715    (Vol.     II.     Part     I.), 

to  sell  the  quit-rents  of  all  the  entries  for  May  24,  29,  30,  and 

counties  except  Princess  Anne.  31,  1704. 
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oHices  had  been  allowed  to  be  in  one  man,  and  not  oul  of 
any  personal  failing  of  the  incunihi-nt.  It  was  pei'liaps 
accentuated  by  the  fact  that  Byrd,  who  was  always  a  i)rac. 
tical  man,  did  not  (;hoose  to  join  with  those  members  of  the 
Council  who  had  asked  for  the  removal  of  the  lieutenanl- 
j^overuor.'  Nicholson  then  said  tliat  liyrd's  accounts  were 
all  riglit.  After  he  liad  been  remo\  ed  he  cast  some  impu- 
tations on  them,  and  the  Lord  High  Tieasurer  wiole  the 
Vii'ginia  Council  to  luive  ttie  said  accounts  thoroughly 
examined.  The  Council  complied.  They  found  that  there 
was  indeed  an  amount  unpaid  at  the  time  of  Byid's  death, 
tint  that  it  w;is  fully  protected  by  his  bond,  and  it  was  in 
due  time  paid  into  the  treasuiy.-  It  was  evidently  mcmey 
15yrd  had  collected  during  the  season  in  wlii(!h  lie  died 
and  for  whicli  lie  held  the  tobacco  unsold.  It  was  [»aid  by 
By  id  I'  as  his  father's  execjutor,  who  was  the  only  person 
who  could  have  paid  it. 

In  his  later  years  Byrd  was  a  man  of  great  importance. 
For  several  years  before  he  died  he  was  third  in  rank  iu  the 
<'ouiicil,  being  preceded  l>y  Ralph  Wormley  and  llichard 
Lee.  But  in  IG!)!)  Lee  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health,'' 
and  in  170;5  Wormley  died,^  so  that  Byrd  was  for  the  year 
before  his  death  president  of  the  Council,  lie  retained  till 
his  death  his  position  as  colonel  and  eoinmander-iii-chicf 
of  the  militia  of  Henrico  County,  with  Williaju  Randolph 
lieutenant-colonel.^  He  was  appointed  a  memljer  of  the 
committee  to  build  William  and  Mary  College,  and  had 
the  contract  to  erect  the  building  called  the  Chapel."  All 
of  these  places  he  tilled  satisfactorily.  Moreover,  Ue  was  all 
the  time  accumulating  luoiierty.  He  is  described  shortly 
belbre  his  death  as  oue  of  the  richest  men  in  Virginia. 

'  Sainsbury    Papers,    vol.    for  Mary  Quarterly,  VI.  152,  note ; 

ie25-1715,  Juno  7,  1704.  hut  Vol.  VII.  69,  note,  says  he 

-  Oouneil  Mhuitee,  1705-21,  pp.  died  1701. ) 

19,  29,  and  entries  for  Aug.  29  s  Council   Minutes,   1698-1700, 

and  30,  1706.  June  3,  1699. 

s  Ibid.,  1698-1700,  Oct.  27,  1699.  «  Meade,   Old    Churches    and 

iDec.  5,  1703.     (See  Wm.  and  Families,  I.  318,  note. 
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While  all  Lliis  iiolilical  progress  liud  i)een  coming,  Byrd 
was  steadily  advancing  in  .so(;ial  importance.  When  he 
was  first  married  he  had,  no  doubt,  lived  in  Stegg's  stone 
house,  on  the  south  of  the  James  at  the  falls.  Eut  after  a 
while  he  bought  the  proi>erty  ou  the  north  side  of  I  he 
river,  and  tliere  built  a  liandsome  house  which  he  called 
"Belvidere."  It  was  situated  on  what  is  now  called  IJel- 
videre  Street,  to  the  west  of  Gamble's  Hill.  It  must  liave 
been  near  to  the  river,  for  Byrd  said  in  1(>85^  that  tliere 
had  just  been  a  great  tiood  in  the  river,  so  tliat  the  water 
stood  two  feet  in  his  parlor.  Anburey,  who  slept  tliere 
for  a  night  in  1779,  spoke  of  the  place  as  "an  elegant  villa,"'- 
and  indicates  that  it  w;is  at  that  time  outside  of  the  town 
limits.  A  plat  accomijanying  an  old  deed  which  has  been 
preserved  in  Richmond  contains  a  rude  drawing  of  the 
liouse,  evidently  as  a  landmark.  It  shows  a  substantial 
bouse,  the  center  two  stories  and  a  dormer,  and  the  two 
wings  one  sloi'y  and  a  dormer.^  The  house  was  long  an 
interesting  spot  iu  Richmond,  and  survived  the  march  of 
improvenieiits  till  the  middle  of  the  niueteeuth  century, 
long  after  it  ceased  to  be  the  seat  of  its  fojniei-  magnificence.* 

After  liecomiiig  auditor  Byrd  found  the  jilace  at  the  falls 
too  remote  from  the  center  of  the  jiolitical  life  of  the  colony. 
To  this  inconvenience  there  was  added  a  positive  danger 
from  the  Indians.  This  was  not  so  much  from  those  who 
lived  iu  the  neighborhood,  as  from  Northern  and  Southern 
tribes  who,  in  their  fre(|uent  wars  one  on  the  other,  crossed 
the  frontier  of  Virginia  not  far  above  the  falls.  As  late  as 
1689  they  came  down  on  his  settlement,  and  killed  one  and 
carried  otf  two  of  his  people.^  For  Mrs.  Byrd  the  place  had 
always  been  lonely,  and  now  that  her  husband  was  so  fre- 

1  June  5.     To  "  Father  Horse-  poHsesnion  of  Mr.  Peyton  Car- 

nianden."  rington  of  the  same  place. 

-  bitorior  Travels  through  ^  Morilecai,  Richmond  in  By- 
America,  II.  328.  gone    llays   (edition    of  18(i0), 

^  This  information  is  from  Mr.  p.  89. 

W.  G.  Stannard  of  Richmond,  =  To  "  Father  Horsemanden," 

who  has  seen  the  old  deed  in  July  25,  1G90. 
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•  lUfiilly  iib.sfiil  oil  ])iil>lif.  bii.siiicss  it  >vas  doubly  so.  It 
lifkl  no  society  for  her  except  that  of  servants  and  negroes. 
How  mnch  it  was  distasteful  may  be  seen  from  lier  urging 
that  her  children  should  l)c  sent  away  to  England  foi'  tlicii- 
training.  All  of  these  considerations  moved  Byrd  to  look 
for  another  place  of  residence. 

The  place  selected  was  the  estate  which  he  and  his  sou 
made  lamous  under  the  name  of  "Westover."  It  is 
more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  falls  by  country  road, 
though  much  farther  by  the  river.  Adjoining  it  on  the 
west  Wiis  Berkeley  Hundred ;  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river  were  Upjjer  and  Lower  Brandon  ;  while  on  tlie 
east,  not  far  oil',  was  CJrecn  Springs.  The  place  lies  in  a 
beautiful  situation  on  the  north  side  of  the  James,  and  to 
this  day  draws  the  attention  of  the  passengers  on  the  river, 
as  much  by  its  natural  beauty  as  by  its  historical  interest. 
Byrd  bought  it  in  1688.  Its  history  before  that  time  is 
worth  recounting  as  an  illustration  of  the  growth  of  a 
famous  colonial  property.  It  early  attracted  the  at 
tenlion  of  the  settlers  on  account  of  its  lertility,  and  Wiis 
patented  iu  1638  l)y  Captain  Thomas  Pawlett,  a  kinsman 
of  Sir  William  Berkeley,  iu  a  grant  which  included  2000 
acres.  It  was  as  early  as  this  that  it  got  its  name  of  "West- 
over,"  or  "Westopher."  i  When  the  patentee  died  a  few 
years  later  it  went  to  his  brother.  Sir  John  Pawlett,  in 
England.  He  conveyed  part  of  it,  how  much  does  not  ap 
pear,  to  Otho  Soutcoat,  and  the  rest  he  sold,  in  1665,  to 
Theodorick  Bland  for  JCITO.  After  Bland's  death  liis  part 
l)iissed  to  his  two  sous,  Theodoi'ick  and  Richard,  and  it  was 
they  who  sold  it  in  1688  to  William  Byrd^  for  £300  sterling 
and  10,000  pounds  of  tobacco,  a  sum  equal,  perhaps,  in  our 
own  money,  to  $7000.     The  deed  Avirs  for  1200  acics,  but  on 

'  The   latter    spelling    is    the  brothers    West.     There    is    in 

earlier  and  was  used  continually  Englandaridingand  atithingin 

by  Byrd  I.    The  name  may  have  Southampton  (Jounty  of  the  siime 

come  from  that  of  the  parish.  name;butIamunabletoconnect 

The  locality  was  settled  by  tlie  tlie  two  localities. — EorroR. 
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actual  survey  the  amount  was  found  to  .l>e  niueli  less. 
There  was  in  the  midst  of  Ihe  liact  a  piece  containing  200 
acres,  belonging  to  James  Minge.  This  Byrd  also  bought  ; 
and  in  17."U,  when  the  old  church  wiis  moved  from  its  hrst 
location  in  the  midst  of  the  estate'  to  a  more  convenient 
one,  William  IJyrd'i  increased  liis  estate  by  the  eiglit  acres 
which  lia<l  belonged  to  it.  These  transfers  completed 
the  eslalc-  'I'hc  Westovcr  community  was  an  old  one, 
and  held  many  families  of  intiuence.  It  was,  said  William 
Byid^,  "  two  miles  above  where  the  great  shi](S  ride."' 
This  fact,  perhaps,  made  it  a  favorable  trading-place  in  the 
early  years  of  the  colony,  lleie  Slegg  the  elder  had 
liis  headquarters.  Ileie,  too,  or  near  licic,  llorsemanden 
had  scllled.  Here  at  Westover  Byrd'  built  a  house  in 
1690.  II  was  not  the  pretentious  brick  mansion  which  has 
become  historic,  for  that  was  built  by  the  son.  It  Wiis 
more  likely  a  wooden  building.  But  it  was  well  furnished, 
iis  we  may  see  from  Byid's  orders  to  his  agent  in  Rotter- 
dam for  bedsteads,  curtains,  looking-glasses,  etc.,  "to  be 
handsome  and  neat,  but  cheap,"  and  for  one  dozen  best 
Russia-leather  chairs  and  tliiee  tables.''  Lale  in  1H91  he 
made  the  removal  to  his  new  qiiarleJS. 

Byrd's  political  promotion  had  <dso  brought  him  to  in- 
dulge in  greater  display  of  life.  It  made  it  necessary  for 
him  to  have  aj)artmcnts  in  Jamestown,  a  "chamber,"  he 
called  it.  He  ordered  for  that  place  a  secretary  and  "  Inke- 
Glasses,"  to  be  "  left  att  Gaulers  alt  Towne,"  ^  and  also  a 
hogshead  of  darel,  "  with  some  more  in  bottles."  He  goes 
on  to  say  that  this  much  clarel  he  must  certainly  have  (it 
seems  to  have  been  a  political  think),  but,  if  claret  were 
high,  on  account  of  Ihe  French  war,  he  would  take  the  rest  of 
hisorder  for  wine  in  port  or  "Barabar."    The  latter  was  i)er- 

1  Tills  lends  credulity  to  the     also  Wni.  and  Mary  Quarterly, 
notion  that  the  estate  took  its     IV.  151.) 
uame  from  the  parish.  ^  Letter-book.     To    Hutchins, 

i"  These    facts    are    from    the     Aiiu:-  1,  1090. 
Byrd  Title-book,  pp.  1-15.     (See         i  To  Siii-iurfe,  Aug.,  1«U0. 
5  Letter-book,  June  10,  1689. 
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haps  fortheti'ade.  He  was  alsocoimnissioneil  by  I  lie  (lUier 
iiieiiibers  of  the  Gouucil  to  oider  tlie  wine  whicli  tliey  used. 
At  the  very  eud  of  the  letter  he  adds  in  his  tlirifly  way  : 
"I  have  by  Touner  sent  my  Ioiij>-  Periweg  weh  I  desire  you 
to  get  made  into  a  compagne  one  &  send  iiiee."  II  was 
at  tlie  same  time  lliat  he  sent  back  lo  England  liis  i)!d 
silver-lulled  sword,  to  be  exchanged  for  a  new  silvt-r-hilUd 
rapier.' 

Byrd  was  now  willing  to  bring  home  his  two  daughlers, 
Susan  and  Ursula,  who  liad  been  at  school  at  Hackney,  in 
England.  He  felt  a  pride,  no  doubt,  in  the  prospect  of  tlu- 
superior  position  they  would  assume  among  the  colonial- 
trained  maidens.  He  ordered  that  they  should  be  taken 
from  .school  ;  but  on  account  of  the  war  between  England 
and  France,  he  did  not  Ihink  it  prudent  that  they  slioidd 
run  the  risk  of  cai)ture  on  a  voyage  across  the  ocean,  and 
lie  did  not  think  London  a  projjcr  place;  for  them.  In  this 
dilemma  he  turned  to  his  brother-in-law,  Daniel  Ilorse- 
manden,  who  had  recently  married  a  lady  of  tine  social 
position,  and  who  lived  in  good  style  in  the  country.  To 
him  Byrd  wrote,  requesting  Itiat  he  lake  the  girls  till 
the  opportunity  for  their  return  came,  and  offering  lo  re- 
pay to  his  brolher-iu-law  whatever  they  should  (-ost  him. 
The  latter  complied,  bnt  was  soon  soiry  of  it.  He  wrote 
to  Byrd  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  girls,  but  in 
what  particular  does  not  appear.  The  letter  aroused  a 
storm  in  the  home  on  the  bank  of  the  James,  and  to  it 
Byrd  sent  the  following  outspoken  reply  :- 

ViEUlNiA  June  y  id,  1K91. 
Sr.  I  reed  one  from  you  tliis  year,  and  am  glad  to  hear  of  yours 
&  your  Ladys  good  health,  which  1  heartily  wish  you  may  both 
long  injoy  &  may  See  a  numerous  progeny  who  may  live  happy 
in  the  World  without  truuhling  their  relations.  [  am  Horry  my 
I'liildren  have  been  so  troublesome  to  others,  chargeable  I  hope 
not  Since  I  paid  whatever  was  charged  on  niee,  though  (had  the 

1  Letter-book.     To  Perry  and  Lane,  June  10,  1690,  and  to 
A.  North,  Kime  date.  -  Sec  Letter-book. 
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money  left  by  S"^  Ed*  Pillmer  been  fairly  accounted  for)  there 
might  have  been  no  occasion  for  thatt.  llerejifter  I  shall  indea- 
vor  to  provide  otherways  for  them  ;  &  an  soon  as  the  War  is  over, 
remove  them  far  enough.  I  am  sorry  1  had  occasion  for  this  ;  & 
that  reflection.s  have  past  wch  might  deserve  more.  However  on 
all  occasions  1  shall  bee  ever  ready  to  express  my  Selfe, 
Dear  S' 

Yo'  Obliged  Humble  Serv' 
W.  B. 

On  the  day  afler  thi.s  letter  was  written  lie  wrote  to  I'erry 
and  Lane  to  "  j)ut  out  Ihe  Girls  for  llieir  most  advantage 
withont  any  unneee.ssai'y  cliarge."  When  they  eanie  home 
is  iK>t  known.  IVrliaps  Susan  ilid  not  eojue  at  all  ;  for  she 
married  John  Brayne  of  Ijondou,  wliomslie  must  liave  met 
alxiut  this  lime.  Ursula  returned  to  Vi)ginia,  and  all  the 
rest  we  know  of  her  is  from  her  epitaph  and  from  her 
fathei's  will.  Hy  Ihe  former  we  learn  that  she  was  the 
wile  of  Robert  Beverley,  I  lie  historian,  and  lliat  she  died 
October  31,  1U!)8,  aged  sixteen  years  and  eleven  moidhs 
and  two  days ;  from  the  latter  thai  she  left  one  son. 

William  Byitl's  general  prosjierity  leil  him  to  the  usual 
course  of  large  landed  investmeiils.  This  was  a  natural 
thing  in  the  society  of  the  day.  1'heie  might  be  room  foi- 
an  increase  of  capilal  in  trade  up  to  a  certain  point,  but 
beyond  that  it  was  impossible  to  go.  Then,  as  much  later 
in  the  South,  Ihe  only  very  protilablc  investment  for  ac- 
cumulated capilal  was  land  .and  negroes.  It  was  thus  that 
Byrd  began  at  an  early  day  to  buy  land  and  kept  it  up 
till  his  death.  The  piocess  was  typical  of  the  colony,  and 
a  list  of  liis  purchases  is  introduced  here  I'oj'  the  pui'posc 
of  illustration. 

We  have  already  seen  that  he  received  from  his  nncle 
1800  acres  on  Ihe  south  side  of  the  James.  The  titles  of 
three  small  portions  of  this  tract  were  disputed,  but  Byrd 
eventually  boughl  up  the  claims  and  lield  all  of  the  estate 
as  the  nucleus  of  his  proj)eity.  In  1CS8,  Ihe  same  year  in 
which  he  bought  Westover,  which  contained  nearly  1400 
acres,  he  made  a  much    larger  aecpiisilion    near  his  first 
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lioldiug.     "  Foreseeing  that  be  sliould  want  Timber  and 
being  willing  to  Lave  Elbow   Uooni,"  says  llie  Title-book, 
be  took  out  a  palejit  loi-  3313  acres,  lying  back   from  the 
river  and  adjoining  on  that  side  his  other  pioperty.     This 
action  illustrates  a  second  phase  of  the  taking  up  of  land 
in  the  Southern  colonies  geneially.     The  hist  land  taken 
was  the  rich  river-banks,  and  tiien,  when  this  was  some 
what  culti\ateil,  the  next  thing  to  do  was  to  seiuie  the  l)est 
portions  of  tlie  adjaceid  highlands.     This  giaiit  of  Byrd's 
in  1G88,  however,  wiui  uol  eullivaled  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law,  and  lapsed.     Byrd   w:ii  not  con- 
cerned on  account  of  that.     He  was  a  meiuber  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  the  Council  must  approve  all  land  grants,  and  he 
was,  moreover,   escbeatoi-,    through   whom    land    must  he 
legally  declared  to  be  lapsed.     He  let  the  matter  lie  as  it 
was    till    1701,    when   Is'athaniel    Ilariison,    acting    collu- 
sively  for  his  friend  and  near  neighbor,  got  a  new  ])altiit 
for  the  land  and  transferred  it  to  the  former  owner.     This 
was  cheaiH-r  than  paying  (jiiil-rents.     Byrd,  however,  in 
ltJ87,  had   pateided  on  Falling  Ci'eek  a  tract  which,  after 
he  liad  sold  an  uiidesired  corner,  amounted   to  1521  acres. 
in  IGlte  he  took  up  Still  acres  adjoining  his  otlier  land  on 
Falling  Creek,  his  reason  for  so  doing  being  timl  be  wished 
to  reopen  some  iion-mines  on  the  former  tract  and  would 
need  tliis  tract  for  fuel.     The  last  acquisition  lapsed,  but 
bis  friend  Richard  Bland  petitioned  for  it,  and  the  peti- 
tion, after  lying  unnoticed  for  two  or  three  yeais  (which 
saved  quit-rents),  was  granted  in   1700,  and  the  land  was 
transferred   to  Byrd's  sou  and   heir.     In    1700  be  bought 
269  acres  in   the   Falling  Cieek    neighborJiood.      In  1701 
hei)atented  4171    acres   between  Powhite  and  Poakasbock 
creeks,  ten   miles  from   his   other  lands,    the   temptation 
being  the  discovery  of  iron  on  it.     All  of  these  lands  were 
on  the  south  side  of  tht;  i  iver.     Ou  the  north  he  had  others. 
On  this  side  Stegg  had  taken  up  1280  acres  on  both  sides 
of  "  Shacco  Creek,  formeily  called  Chippiacik  Creek."     A 
plat  of  this  tract  shows   near  the  mouth  of  the  creek  the 
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"Cabins  of  the  Powite  ludiaus."  Stegg  allowed  this  patent 
to  lapse,  bnt  in  1(J73  il  was  reissued  to  liyid.  "At  tlie 
Head  of  these  12S0  Acres,"  says  the  Title-book,  "lay  a 
great  body  of  Level  High  Laud  which  was  for  the  most 
part  very  good,  wliich  tempted  Capt.  Byrd  to  encrease  the 
quantity  to  7351  acres,",  aud  to  the  temptation  he  yielded 
in  J67G.  In  1087  he  gut  some  more  hind  below  Shacco 
Ci'eek,  probably  as  mucli  as  500  acres.  In  1704  he  took  up 
344  acies  more  near  Manakin  Town,  the  "temptation" 
being  coal.  The  sum  total  of  all  these  holdings  is  "20,1231 
acres,  UiO)e  oi'  less.'  And  yet  ByrtI  was  not  by  any  means 
the  largest  landholder  in  Virginia.- 

Froni  Byid's  business  letters  it  is  possible  to  get  a  view 
of  the  conditions  of  a  meichant's  life  in  the  colony.  There 
must  have  been  large  i)rotits  on  both  the  goods  imjjurted 
and  the  tobacco  exported  ;  but  they  were  not  got  without 
much  trouble.  Tlie  letters  show  that  the  meichant  was 
continually  at  odds  with  his  London  and  Barbadian  cor- 
respondents. From  the  former  he  icceived  all  kinds  of 
goods  aud  almost  as  many  kintls  of  iujmies.  His  accounts 
were  often  delayed  in  their  statement  foi-  two  year.s,  and 
then  showed  a  balance  on  the  wrong  side.  The  goods  .sent 
were  often  of  inferior  quality  or  at  veiy  high  piices.  The 
tobaci'O  was  sold  at  unexpectedly  low  riite.s,  and  unex- 
pected charges  for  handling  or  selling  or  storage  were  added, 
on  one  pretext  or  another.  All  these  abuses  Byrd  paid  otf 
in  good  round  railings  ;  but  his  pocket  was  none  the  fatter 
for  his  strong  words.  He  might  change  his  agent,  as  he 
sometimes  did,  but  the  old  complaints  were  soon  found 
charged  up  against  the  new  agent.  There  was  no  other  thing 
to  do  but  to  endure  and  make  it  up  in  the  profits  of  the 


'  In  1704  Byrd  took  up  an 
esclieated  patent  for  4250  acres 
above  Bermuda  Hundred  for- 
merly gi-anted  to  John  Zoucli. 
On  it  a  large  number  of  smaller 
holders  were  seated  without 
valid  title.     Byrd  made  them 


deeds  to  the  land,  which,  says 
the  Title-book,  was  "much  to  the 
credit  of  his  humanity."  ( p.  113. ) 
-  All  tlie  above  grants  are 
mentioned  in  full  in  the  Title- 
book,  aud  plats  are  given  of 
most  of  the  land. 


Wl67e 


xxxvi  COLONEL  WILLLVM   KYKl) 

trade,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  Byid  knew  how  to  do 
this.  Most  of  his  dealings,  like  tliose  of  his  son  in  the  lirsL 
half  of  his  eareer,  were  with  the  long-continuing-  house  of 
Peri'y  and  Lane.  If  the  books  of  thai  eoiuuiereial  linn  have 
been  preserved  they  ought  to  be  a  most  valiialjle  .source  of 
the  economic  history  of  Virginia. 

Much  of  the  inconvenience  felt  by  the  trader  in  \'ii 
ginia  was  on  account  of  transpoitation.  Loth  of  the  Uyrtls 
complain  loudly  of  this.  The  transixirtatiou  facilities  were 
in  the  hands,  for  (he  most  pait,  of  those  fjoiulon  merchants 
who  had  regular  customers  in  Virginia.  They  would  send 
each  fail  ships  of  their  own,  or  such  as  they  had  charlered, 
to  Virginia,  with  instriu'tions  to  bring  back  tobacco  frcnn 
their  customers.  The  captains  of  these  ships  wouiil  ariive 
in  the  fall  or  early  winter.  Tliey  would  nuike  engagements 
to  fill  their  ships,  gi\ing  the  pieference  to  their  legular 
customers.  If  it  hajjpened  that  a  nuiu  had  more  tobacco 
to  ship  than  he  had  been  able  to  foresee  some  time  ahead, 
it  might  be  very  liard  for  him  to  find  a  ship  which  had  the 
room  for  it.  This  was  es])ecially  true  in  years  of  large 
ci'ops.  In  fact,  the  planters,  with  a  view  ol'  keeping  piices 
up,  were  not  very  careful  to  inform  the  London  people 
how  large  the  croj)  was  likely  to  be.  'J'he  Londoners, 
anxious  not  to  .send  to  the  coh)ny  more  .ships  than  ne(!cs- 
sary,  often  failed  to  send  all  that  weie  needed.  Thus  it  was 
nutre  freipient  to  lind  competition  among  the  Virginians  to 
get  shipping  facilities  than  among  the  ships  to  get  freight. 
Tlie  evil  would  have  been  remedied,  of  course,  if  Virginia 
had  had  one  or  more  huge  trading  ports  by  which  it  sent 
the  tobacco  to  England  through  the  hands  of  ex()orteis. 
Sucli  exportejs  would  have  had  a  jegulai' licet  carrying  the 
tobacco  on  quick  trips  and  steadily  tluoughoul  the  year. 
They  would  have  bought  the  tobacco  fiom  (he  people  for 
bills  of  exchange  or  for  nu)ney,  and  it  would  have  been  a  nat- 
ural thing  for  a.  large  importing  business  to  have  grown  up. 
Such  a  genei'al  developnumi  would  have  come  if  Vii'ginia 
trade  had  depended  on  tin-  small  planter,     lint  the  large 
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planter  was  opposed  to  it,  for  it  {^ave  too  naieli  of  tlie 
year's  crop  to  the  iiiiddleiiieii.  He  was  enoiif^h  of  a  factor 
in  Hie  industrial  situation  to  control  it.  To  liiin  Hie  iner- 
cliant  found  it  profitable  to  continue  s(-niling  the  ships  to 
l)rinj4-  lionn-  his  valuable  consignments  of  tobacco,  and  to  send 
back  to  liim  liis  eciually  valuable  invoices  of  European  coin- 
nunlities.  Thus  it  happened  that  when,  in  1091,  a  law  was 
j)assed,  witli  the  support  of  the  English  merchants,  to  en 
courage  tlie  establishment  of  towns,  it  raised  so  great  a 
storm  in  Virginia  that  it  was  finally  repealed. 

The  existing  metliod  of  shipi)ing  tobacco  made  fieiglds 
high.  A's  it  was,  a  ship  must  be  in  Virginhi  long  enough  to 
make  her  engagements,  or,  so  farasshe  knewtill  she  arrived, 
thei-e.  migiit  be  no  tobacco  for  her.  This  meant  that  she 
arrived  by  the  beginning  of  the  wintei'.  8he stayed  in  tiie 
riveis,  awaiting  her  load  till  the  early  spiing,  i)eihaps  till 
June.  There  w:i5  comparatively  little  ti eight  from  I'-ng- 
laud  to  Virginia,  and  so  it  was  necessary  lo  make  the 
letui'u  trip  pay  most  of  the  expenses  of  the  long  voyage. 
Moieovei',  the  fact  that  a  huge  nuijorily  of  ships  weid 
chartered  to  lake  tobacco  from  certain  ])lanters  to  ceitain 
merchants  gave  enough  unceitainty  to  the  shipi>iiig  trade 
to  keep  out  independeid,  unchartered  shijis. 

Byrd  ivceised  much  tobacco  on  account  of  his  liade. 
He  bough!  a  great  deal,  also,  from  the  smaller  planters,  as 
a  mattei'  of  speculation.  It  is  likely  that  many  planters 
who  were  not  merchants  were  in  the  same  ventures.  He 
shipped  as  much  as  five  hundred  hogsheads  a  season.  He 
accordingly  suffered  all  the  inconveniences  to  which  I  have 
referred.  He  suggested  to  Perry  and  Lane  that  some  small 
Bristol  or  Liverpool  ships  be  liired  and  sent  to  Virginia,' 
but  nothing  seems  to  have  come  of  the  suggestion.  These 
ships  could  load  quickly  and  liuriy  home  so  as  to  get  the 
tobacco  on  the  market  before  the  bulk  of  the  crop  was 
there-  to  glut  it.  If  tobacco  were  high  in  London  the 
Virginia  agents  of  the  merchants  had  instructions  lo  buy 
»  Letter-book,  July  '21,  1(590. 
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largely  iu  Virginia,  where  tliere  was  little  lliietiiatioii  iu 
price.  Even  the  sailors  caiiglit  the  spirit  of  si)eculaliou 
and  bought  tobacco  iu  such  times.  All  this  meant  little 
opportunity  for  freight  to  the  Virginia  tiader.  Byrd  was 
moved  on  account  of  it  to  protest  "  that  we  may  not  evei- 
be  instanced  as  wee  are,  to  Lade  the  Ships  when  Tobo.  is 
wortli  nothing,  but  when  there's  an  Hope  of  pjohlt,  then 
wee  must  be  last  Served,  &  take  itt  as  a  great  favo'  if  we 
may  have  a  little  after  ye  owners,  master  and  sailors  aie 
served,  but  enough  of  this.  I  wish  itt  may  leaiue  us  more 
Witt."  1 

The  manifestatiou  of  "  witt"  to  which  it  led  Byrd  was 
to  write  to  John  Carey,  a  Loudon  merchant,  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  to  suggest  that  Carey  send  to  the  Upper  James 
River  a  ship  holding  from  lour  to  six  hundred  hogsheads 
to  load  tobacco  for  England.  lie  himself  would  send  luilf 
that  much  in  her,  and  he  would  guarantee  to  load  her, 
even  if  she  carried  eight  hundred  hogsheads.  But  tiie 
scheme  showed  its  weakness  in  that  he  was  obliged  to  add 
that  he  would  trust  the  tobacco  to  Carey  to  be  sold  ;  foi- 
that  was,  it  is  seen,  but  the  old  plan,  and  tlieie  was  no 
guaiauty  that  iu  thus  transfeiring  his  business  to  Carey 
he  was  not  building  uj)  with  a  new  man  all  the  evils  he 
had  found  with  otheis.  Wliat  came  of  this  scheme  is  not 
known. 

Byrd's  letters  show  also  some  interesting  tiaits  of  char- 
acter. Now  and  again  he  orders  a  book  of  his  agent. 
Sometimes  it  is  a  book  of  entcrlainmenl,  and  sometimes  it 
is  a  book  of  iufoiiuation,  as,  for  <  \.mi]»ie,  when  he  ordeicd 
a  work  on  minerals  in  oider  to  know  the  i)ossibilities  of 
certaiu  irou  ores.  But  books  do  not  ap]>ear  iu  his  orders 
often  enough  to  make  it  probable  that  he  bought  any  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  large  libiary  which  later  on  was 
at  Westover.  His  letters,  too,  show  that  he  was  very  reli- 
gious. His  advice  to  his  son  is  expressed  in  a  tone  which 
the  good  Bislioj)  IMcade  would  have  found  iis  commendable 
1  LeU(;r-l)Ook,  July  21,  lli'JU. 
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as  he  found  the  religious  attitude  of  the  second  Byrd  ob- 
jectionable. Among  his  friends  he  was  a  good  i'oui))anion 
and  doubtless  a  good  liver.  In  tlie  eailier  letters,  when  his 
reeolleclions  of  London  were  fresh,  he  speaks  often  of  certain 
"tokens"  sent  to  and  from  Virginia  by  mutual  friends. 
These  "tokens"  were  i)resenls  of  wine,  or,  if  the  sender 
were  in  Virginia,  of  tobacco  lo  be  invested  in  wiue.  in 
Virginia  they  were  usually  left  at  Captain  William  Kan- 
doli)h's,  on  the  James,  aud  there  drunk  to  the  health  of 
friends  in  lOugland.  To  liis  brothei-in-law  he  wiote : 
"Capt.  Kandolpli  &  I  &  some  olhei'  fiiemls  seldom  lueet 
but  we  remember  you." 

But  to  Byrd,  the  ]jrosperous  tradei',  plantei',  and  jjoli- 
ticlan,  the  closing  years  of  the  eeiduiy  brought  accumulat- 
ing soriows.  His  brilliant  .son  was  iu  London,  shining, 
unquestionably,  as  the  father  desii'ed,  l>ut  leaving  him 
lonely.  Then,  in  October,  1(j!»8,  the  daughter,  Ursula 
Beverley,  died,  a  mother  at  less  than  seventeen.  On  N(j- 
veml)er  9,  1099,'  his  wife,  ]\hiry  llorsemandeu,  died  also. 
Her  liigli-slruiig  Cavalier  spii'it  had  never  failed  him,  or 
her,  in  all  the  dihiculties  of  the  life  at  the  falls.  Then- she 
had  Ijoiiic  his  children  — one  of  tliem  while  he  was  absent 
on  a  ])olitical  eirand  in  Albany.  She  had  lived  resolutely 
alone  while  Ihree  of  her  children  went  back  to  England  to 
learn  to  be  gentlemen  and  ladies  foi'  their  own  good.  JSlie 
was  a  type  of  a  worthy  race,  who  won  homes  out  of  the 
forests  while  their  husbands,  with  the  aid  of  black  hands, 
look  fortunes  out  of  the  soil.  Of  the  children  other  than 
William  aud  UrsiUa,  Hiisan  was,  lus  I  have  saJd,  mariied  in 
Ijoniion  ;  W'aiham  was  dead;  and  Waiy,  who  was  alive  in 
1700,  when  her  father's  will  wivs  wiitten,  was  not  with  him 
iu  1701,  when  he  died.  Wheie  she  was,  or  what  became 
of  her,  is  not  known. 

The  Title-book  contains  a  full  account  of  the  death  of 
William  Byrd'.     He  was  at   the  time  alone  at  Westover, 

'At  thin  time  (Nov.  16)  the  of  the  auditor,  lield  its  meeting 
Oouncil,  desiring   the  presence     at  Westover.     (See  Minutes. ) 
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with  ouly  his  housekeeper,  Joauua  Jaiiatt,  and  Jean 
Marat,  his  man.  He  had  been  ill  lor  some  lime,  being  so 
"very  lame  of  the  gout"  in  1700  that  he  w;is  excused  I'lom 
attendance  at  Council  meetings.^  On  December  3,  1701, 
when  he  believed  that  death  was  upon  him,  he  sent 
a  boat  foi'  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Kandoli»h,  wlio 
came  at  once,  although  the  weather  was  bad.  To  him 
Eyrd  gave  some  instructions  in  regai'd  to  his  will,  and 
early  the  next  moiniiig  he  died.  He  was  buried  at 
Westove)'.  Uis  e])itai)h,  perhaps  written  by  liis  learned 
son,  runs:  Hie  recondunt ur  cmeres  Qulitimi  liyrd  Ainiiycri 
ct  regii  huj  I'tovinciae  (^aacsturis  qui  Itanc  Vitam  cu)ii  fJttr- 
nitate  cuiiimuiamt  V  l>ie  IhcTinbria  1704  pusfquain  vixis.si-l  5'^ 
annus.''' 

Byrd's  will  was  a  short  one.  To  his  youngest  daughter, 
Mary,  he  gave  £300;  to  "Mrs.  Susan  Erayue,"  XlOO;  to 
William  Beverley,  son  of  Ursida,  £50;  and  to  Mi's.  Joanna 
Jairatt,  his  housekeeper,  a  small  bequest,  added  just  before 
he  died.  All  the  rest  of  Ids  fortune  was  left  to  his  son 
William,  who  Wits  to  be  executor.  But  if  William  should 
be  out  of  the  country  at  the  time,  William  JJamlolph  and 
two  other  friends  were  to  be  executors  until  the  son  should 
return.  As  William  Byrd"  was  out  of  Virginia  when  his 
father  died,  Ilandolph  and  the  two  otheis  qualitied  as  tem- 
l)orary  executors,  and  jirovcd  the  will  on  Febriuii'y  ."J, 
1705.3 

William  Eyed",  the  second  of  tlie  name  in  Virginia,  who 
succeeded  to  his  father's  large  estate  in  1704,  was  boin  in 
Viigiuia,  March  28,  J 074.  llis  einlapli,  written  by  some 
wai'm  admirer,  and  jjerhaps  a  long  lime  after  his  ileath,  is 


1  Council   Minutes,    April   24,  tatiou  the  epitaph  contains  one, 

1700.  for  1704  as  the  date  of  his  death 

-Wm.   and   Mary   Quarterly,  JsestablishedbyboththereportH 

IV.   144.     Here  tlie  date  of  his  of  tlie  governor  to  Eufjland  and 

death    is    quoted    as    1701.     If  by  the  Title-book, 

there  is  not  an  error  in  the  quo-  -See  Title-book,  p.  114. 
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often  quoted  as  tlie  best  epitome  of  the  sloiy  of  his  life. 
It  reads  : 

being  born  to  one  of  the  amplest  fortunes  in  this  country, 

he  was  early  sent  to  England  for  his  education, 

where  under  the  care  and  direction  of  Sir  Koljert  Southwell, 

and  ever  lUvoured  witli  his  particular  instructions, 
lie  made  a  happy  proticiency  in  polite  and  varied  learning. 

By  tlie  means  of  the  same  noble  friend, 

lie  was  introduced  to  the  acnuaintance  of  many  of  the  tirst 

persons  of  the  age 

for  knowledge,  wit,  virtue,  birth,  or  high  station, 

and  particularly  contracted  a  most  intimate  and  bosom 

fi-iendship 

with  the  learned  and  illustrious  Oharles  Boyle,  E;irl  of  Orrery. 

He  was  called  to  the  bar  in  the  Middle  Temph;, 

studied  for  some  time  in  the  Low  Countries, 

visited  the  Court  of  France, 

and  was  chosen  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 

Thus  eminently  fitted  for  the  service  and  ornament  of  his 

country, 

he  was  made  Receiver-General  of  liis  majesty's  revenues  here, 

was  thrice  appointed  puljlic  agent  to  the  court  and  ministry  of 

England, 

and,  being  thirty-seven  years  a  member, 

at  last  became  President,  of  the  Council  of  this  Colony. 

To  all  this  were  added  a  great  elegance  of  taste  and  life, 

the  well-bred  gentleman  and  polite  companion, 

the  splendid  economist  and  prudtnit  father  of  a  family, 

with  the  constant  enemy  of  all  exorbitant  power, 

and  hearty  friend  to  the  liberties  of  his  country.' 

William  liyrd"  dillered  from  liis  falliei-  in  many  le.speets. 
The  hitler  was  always  the  man  uf  business,  shrewd,  piac- 
tieal,  and  skilful  in  Ihe  management  of  men.  The  I'ormei- 
was  always  soinelhing  of  a  man  (d'  jileasure.  lit:  had 
crossed  willi  the  blood  of  the  Lojidon  goldsmith  the  Cava- 
lier ])looil  of  his  mother.     lie  went  liefoie  he  was  ten  yeais 

'The  use  of  tlie  word  "col-  reference  to  the  "liberties  of  his 

ony"  indicates  tliat  this  epitaph  countrj'"  indicates  that  it  was 

was  written  before  the  t\ill  es-  written  after  the  beginning  of 

tablishment  of  statehood.     The  the  quarrel  with  England. 
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old  to  England  for  liis  edncalion,  and  was  tlirown  entirely 
among  bis  mother's  people.  He  returned  lo  Viiginia  with 
a  gieater  ajnount  of  social  tiaiiuiig  than  his  father,  but 
with  less  business  eapacity.  Yet  neither  was  laekiiig  iu 
each  quality.  It  would  not  be  far  wiong  to  say  that  tlie 
elder  had  a  great  deal  of  business  eapacity  and  some- 
what less  of  social  eai)aeity,  while  the  younger  had  a 
great  deal  of  social  capacity  and  somewhat  less  of 
business  capacity.  Tliis  does  not  mean  the  latter  was  an 
unfortunate  business  manager,  foi-  he  died  a  wealthy 
man.  But  he  was  not  Ihe  '' si)lendiil  economist"  his 
epitaph  proclaimed  him.  lie  did  some  rash  things  lor 
which  his  aifaiis  suifered.  For  example,  lie  assumed  for  a 
consideration  all  of  Colonel  I'arke's  debts,  without  know- 
ing exactly  how  much  tliey  amounted  to;  and  while  he 
was  badly  involved  on  this  account  he  remained  in  Eng- 
land at  a  heavy  expense,  and  his  old  age  was  vexed  sorely 
with  the  clamors  of  his  creditois.  It  is  certain  his  father 
never  did  a  thing  like  this. 

Our  lirst  glimpses  of  the  younger  By  rd  are  in  his  father's 
letters,  which  begin  to  be  preserved  early  in  1U84.  The 
boy  was  then  at  school  in  England  under  the  sui)ervision 
of  his  grandfather  Horsemandcn,  who  lived  at  Purleigh  in 
Essex.  The  name  of  his  teachei-  Mas  Christopher  Glassock,' 
wlio  sent  the  father  good  reports  of  the  progress  of  the 
pupil.  To  the  lattei',  whom  he  always  called  Will,  Byrd 
wrote,  March  31,  1085  :  "  I  received  your  letter  and  am 
glad  to  hear  you  are  with  so  good  a  Master  who  I  hope  will 
see  you  improve  your  time,  &  that  you  be  careful  to  serve 
God  as  you  ought,  without  which  you  cannot  expect  to  do 
well  here  or  hereafter."  - 

The  impetus  to  the  English  educ  dion  for  her  children 
seems  to  have  come  mostly  from  Mrs.  Byrd.  Already 
two  of  them,  Will  and  Susan,  were  iu  England,  and 
iu  1685  the  father  wrote  to  his  "Ealher  Horsemauden "  : 

iByrd  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  March  31,  1685.     See  Maxwell, 
Va.  Histl.  Reg.,  I.  8U.  -  Ibid.,  I.  ai. 
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"My  wile  hath  all  this  year  uiged  me  to  seiiil  little  Nutty 
home  to  you,  to  which  I  have  at  last  condesccmlcd,  &  ho]ie 
you'll  be  ple;iiicd  to  excuse  the  trouble,  i  must  conlcss 
she  could  learue  nothing  good  here  in  a  great  family  of 
Negroes.  She  comes  ia  the  Ship  Culpe])i)er  where  Uie 
master  promised  she  shall  want  uolhiug  that's  iieeessaiy 
foi'  her.  1  writ  to  Mr.  North  &  Mr.  Coe  to  su])ply  her  with 
what  necessaiy's  she  wauts.  I  pray  (Jod  send  lier  safe  to 
you." 

When  we  next  liear  of  Will  he  is  in  Holland,  wheie  lie 
had  been  studying.  He  w;ii>,  no  doubt,  sent  here  to  imbibe 
some  of  the  line  business  sense  of  the  Dutch.  It  must  have 
been  at  this  early  date  that  he  came  under  the  supervision 
of  Sii'  Kobci-t  Southwell,'  as  the  epitaph  declares.  Nitw, 
Sir  Robert  liad  a  son,  l']dward,  Ihiee  years  older  than  Will, 
and  him  he  was  educating  himself,  with  the  a.ssistauce  of 
Sir  William  Petty.'-  It  is  not  iminobable,  Iheiefoie,  that 
Byiil,  either  directly  oi'  indirectly,  was  i)ut,  tlu'ough  maiiy  of 
the  foiuis  of  education  which  jccommendcd  themselves  to 
Petty,-'  and,  with  Petty's  admii-alion  for  Ilollaiul,  lie  might 
well  have  been  responsible  for  the  jieriod  of  study  there. 
At  that  early  age,  liowever,  the  boy  could  not  have  learned 
much  about  Dutch  society.''  He  seems  there  to  have  been 
in  touch  with  Mr.  Senserfe,  a  iiiercliant  of  Rotterdam, 
for  Ryrd  wrote  in  KiitO,  thanking  him  for  his  civilities  to 
I  he  boy. 

Will  Byi'd  himself  grew  tired  of  Holland,  and  asked  to 
be  lakeu  away.     To  him  his  father  wrote,  July  25,  KiOO,  as 


'  The  elder  Byrd  liad  close 
business  relations  with  Blath- 
waytand  Povey,  who  were  liulf- 
brothers-in-law  of  each  otlier. 
Perhajis  tliey  had  some  rela- 
tion with  Sir  Robert  Southwell 
as  early  as  this.  At  any  rate, 
the  tatter's  son  afterward  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Blatluvayt. 
This  may  give  us  an  idea  of  how 
Byrd  came  to  meet  Sir  llobert. 


-See  Sir  Robert  Southwell  in 
Nat.  Diet,  of  Biog. 

3  There  was  a  copy  of  The  Po- 
litical Arithmetiek  in  the  Byrd 
library. 

*  This  view  is  supported  by 
the  fact  that  most  of  the  Diitcli 
books  in  the  Byrd  library  were 
text-books. 
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follows  :  "Accoitliug  to  your  desire,  I  iuive  wiole  to  Messrs. 
Perry  and  Lane  to  send  lor  yciu  lo  l^oiidon,  there  to  leui  iie 
what  may  be  farther  filling  for  you,  and  also  to  iniploy 
you  about  liusiuess,  wherein  I  liojje  ^ou  will  indeavour  lo 
a((|uaint  yourselfe  that  you  may  be  no  Stranger  to  itt  when 
necessity  will  require  you  to  attend  to  ill.  But  above  all 
be  mindful  of  your  duly  to  Heaven,  &  then  you  may  be  as- 
sured thai  God  will  bless  you  in  all  youj'  undertakings.'" ' 
To  Perry  and  Lane  lie  wrote  :  "I  desire  you  to  send  lor  my 
son  to  London,  and  jiut  him  into  business,  or  if  lie  wanis 
anything  lo  accomplish  liim  I  desire  he  might  learn  it 
Ihei'e."  - 

Soon  after  bis  arrival  in  Ijondon  the  boy  was  entered  as 
a-  student  of  law  in  Ihe  Middle  Temple.^  At  that  lime  llie 
regnlalious  of  the  Inns  of  Court  provided  that  a  studeni 
must  have  read  at  least  Ibree  years  before  he  was  called  to 
the  bar,^  but  Ihe  usual  course  was  for  him  to  take  at  least 
live  years.  As  Byi'd  was  duly  called  to  the  l>ar,  it  is  prob- 
able that  he  was  a  law  student  lill  late  in  l(i!»5  or  early  in 
I0!(().  Itis  course  must  have  been  a  Ihorough  one,  foi'  in 
Ihe  catalogue  of  Ihe  IJyrd  books  are  niost  of  the  great  legal 
classics,  both  Roman,  I'^nglisli,  and  (V)ntineidal.  His  life 
was  made  ])leasant  here  by  compariionshi|»  with  Benjamin 
Jjynde,  afterwarils  chief  justice  of  Massachusetts.  In  a 
letter  lo  Lynde,  February  20,  17.SG,  he  recalls  the  time 
when  they  weie  both  strangers  together  in  a  strange  jilace  ; 
and  he  gives  a  spicy  pictuie  of  what  they  did  to  relieve 
Iheir  loneliness.  "If  I  could  persuade  our  captain  of  the 
(Juard   shij),"  says   he,  "lo  lake  a  cnuse    to  Boston   at  a 

'See  under  the  date  in  Wil-  was   in    print   from   Mr.   J.   F. 

liam  Bynl's  Letter-book.  Kowe,  treasurer  of  the  Middle 

-  Ibid.,  July  25,  16'JO.  Temple,  contains  the  inlbrma- 

•'  In  the  catalogue  of  the  Byrd  tion  that  William  Byrd  became 

library   is   inserted  a  piece   of  a  member  of  that  inn  April  26, 

paper,  seemingly  the  fly-leaf  of  lti92,     but     that     nothing     ap- 

a  book,  on  which  is  written  in  pears  to  show  that  he  was  of 

IJyrd's   hand:    "  W.    Byrd,    E.  Virginia. 

Societate  M.  Templi,  1692."     A  <  See  Pearce,  Guide  to  the  Inns 

letter  received  since  the  above  of  Court,  pp.  305,  397. 
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proper  season,  I  woud  come  and  beat  up.  your  qiuirters  at 
8alem.  I  want  to  see  what  alleiation  forty  years  have 
wrouj;lit  in  you  since  we  used  h>  inlrij^ue  loj^etlier  in  the 
Tenijile.  But  Matriunniy  lias  atoned  HuHieienlly  lor  such 
Back  slidings,  an<l  now  I  suppose  you  luive  so  little  lellow 
feeling  left  for  the  naughty  Jades,  that  you  can  order  Iheui 
a  good  whipping  without  any  relenting.  But  tho  1  should 
be  uiistiikeii,  yet  at  least  I  hoj)e  your  conscience,  witli  the 
aid  of  three  score  and  ten,  has  gained  a  complele  victoiy 
over  your  constitution,  which  is  almost  the  case  of  Sir 
youi's  cic." 

Byid  was  l):i(;k  in  Viiginia  by  the  middle  of  KiOG.  His 
father's  inJluence  introduceil  him  at  once  iido  jiublic  life, 
and  he  was  a  niembt-r  of  I  he  Assembly  which  met  first  in 
September  of  Ihal  year.  He  lepreseidcd  Henrico  Oounly  ; 
but  in  the  second  session,  wliicli  mcl.  in  October,  1097,'  he 
was  out  of  the  country  and  another  man  was  returned  in 
his  place.-  He  seems  lo  have  gone  to  England  early  in 
I6i)7,  for  in  Ajuil  of  that  year  the  Council  wrote  that  he, 
in  conjnnclion  with  John  Povey,  would  lay  befoi'e  Hie 
Board  of  Trade  an  address  from  the  Assembly.^  Ii\  De- 
cember of  the  same  year  he  appeared  with  Povey  again 
to  leiu'csciil  Andros  in  the  Lambeth  Confeieiice.  Here  he 
was  |)ille<l  against  Commissary  Blair,  foi'  whose  trained 
Scotch  mind  his  young  powers  were  no  match.  He  was 
outi'lasscd  at  every  point,  if  Hie  proceedings  are  coriectly 
reported,  and  Blair's  victoiy  was  easy.''  In  October,  1G98, 
he  was  iKMiiinalcd  by  the  (Council  as  agent  of  the  colony  in 
London.*  His  salary  in  this  cajiacity  wa,s,  jierhaps,  .ClOO.'' 
During  this  immediate  j)eiiod  then-  is  no  evidence  that  he 


'Itenning'8  Statues,  III.  I.'??, 
note,  and  166,  note. 

-  Va.  llistl.  Soc.  Mag.,  III.  425. 

^  Saiiisljury  l-'apers,  vol.  for 
1691-97,  p.  309. 

*  See  Perry,  Historical  Collec- 
tions of  the  Colonial  Church  in 
Virginia,  I.  36. 


'Sainsbury  Papers,  vol.  for 
162.'^  1715  (Vol.  H.  Part  I.), 
p.  89. 

*  Tliis  is  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  "Solicitor"  men- 
tioned in  the  Council  Minutes 
in  tile  summer  of  1699  was 
the  agent. 
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solicited,  in  England,  any  other  colojiy  afiaiis  than  the 
reference  to  him  in  1()07  indicates.  In  Seplemher  of  that' 
year  he  was  living  in  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  had  in  his  posses- 
sion a  copy  of  the  laws  of  Virginia,  which  the  Hoard  of 
Trade  fonnd  it  convenient  to  borrow.'  His  companions 
were  congenial,  and  by  his  own  confession  lie  fouiul  the  life 
])leasant,  while  his  father  had  inllnence  enoiigii  to  keep 
him  in  office.  When  Nicholson  and  the  pe()i)le  came  inlu 
violent  o])position  l)ecause  the  lattei'  refused  to  vole  £900 
to  defend  the  frontiers  of  New  York,  the  burgesses  and 
the  Council  elected  Byid  their  agent,  and  throngh  him 
sent  an  addirss  to  Ihe  Bi-itish  goveinment  in  defense  ol' 
their  position.  This  was  in  December,  1701.  In  JSIarch, 
1702,  he  was  before  the  Board  of  Trade  on  this  aflair,  and 
was  also  l)efore  the  privy  council.  The  board,  which  was 
in  sympathy  with  Nicholson,  took  exception  at  IJyrd's 
agency,  and  declared  that  sending  a  petition  through  any 
hands  but  those  of  a  govei'noi-  was  iri'egular  and  a  bad 
j)recedent,  and  that  they  hoped  the  king  would  so  infoi'm 
I  lie  Virginians.'-  This  re(]nest  was  complied  witli  and  Ihc 
Council  was  rebuked.  That  body,  of  which  Byrd'  was  a 
j>rominent  member,  replied  submissively  that  they  did  not 
know  that  the  king  wonid  receive  no  address  excciit  through 
the  governor,  and  lli.il  Ihcy  would  not  in  the  fnture  use  lluir 
own  agent.-'  After  Ihal  Hyrd's  agency  ceases.  It  was  just 
at  this  time  that  he  api)lied  for  the  ortice  of  seci'etary,  lo 
succeed  Wormley.  He  had  a  favorable  recommendation 
fiom  the  Boaid  of  Trade,  but  the  king  gave  the  oflice  to 
Jennings,  who  had  been  assistant  of  the  formei'  incmnbenl.' 
Ttie   words  in  which   the    Board    of  Trade   recommendctl 

'  Sainsbury    Papers,    l()!)l-97,  ■>  Council     Minutes,     entered 

pp.  319,  375.     William  Fitzhugh  without  date,  but  between  No- 

perhaps  refers  to  tlie  name  col-  veniber  11,  1702,   and  April  21, 

lection  of  laws.     (See  Va.  MiBtl.  1703. 

Soc.  Mag.,  V.  297. )  >  Sainsbury    Papers,    Vol.    II. 

-Sainsbury    Papers,    Vol.    II.  Part    1.    (1625-1715),     pp.    256t 

Part  I.  (1625-1715),  pp.  278,  330,  27-1,   301. 
338,  352,  360. 
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Byrd  to  the  king  were  (following  the  abslFtict)  :  "Bird  is 
a  native  of  Virginia,  son  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  his 
Majesty's  snhjeets  in  those  parts,  is  a  person  of  good  char- 
acter, unblamable  conduct  &  known  loyally  lo  llis  Majesty 
&  his  Government  &  has  had  the  advantage  of  a  liberal 
education  &  knowledge  in  the  laws  of  England  &  may  be 
very  fit  to  serve  his  Majesty  as  he  desires." 

If  Byrd's  life  during  this  period  was  socially  gay  it  was 
not  a  prolitless  one.  flis  friendship  with  Sir  Robeit  South- 
well, as  the  epitaph  states,  led  him  to  make  many  acquain- 
tances among  people  of  good  standing.  From  this  same 
soiu'ce  we  know  that  one  of  these  was  Charles  Boyle,  Earl 
of  Oirery,  with  whom  Byrd  maintained  a  warm  friendship 
till  the  tleath  of  the  former  in  1731.  This  geidlemau  w;is 
a  jiopulai'  literary  man  of  the  day,  and  waged  a  furious  war 
in  behalf  of  a  party  in  London  known  as  the  Christ  Church 
men,  a  coldest  which  is  the  more  interesting  to  us  because 
it  led  Swift  to  write  "  The  Battle  of  tlie  Books."  It  was  at 
this  time,  peihaps,  that  Byrd  was  elected  a  fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society.  The  honor  undoubtedly  came  thiough 
Sir  Robeit  Southwell,  who  was  president  of  that  body  from 
1690  till  1695,  and  who  till  his  deatli  in  1702  never  ceased 
to  be  gieally  interested  in  its  work.  So  far  ,'us  the  pub- 
lished "Transactions"  show,  Byrd's  connection  with  the 
society  did  not  lead  to  much.  He  is  represented  there  by 
only  one  papei-,  a  very  short  one  eommiinicatc-d  in  1697. 
It  was  "An  Account  of  a  Negro  Boy  that  i.s  dappled  in 
Several  Places  of  his  Body  with  White  Spots.  By  Will. 
Byrd,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.,"  and  was  published  in  the  issue  for 
December,  1697,  p.  781.1  Byrd,  however,  did  not  under- 
value his  connection  with  the  Royal  Society.  Ilis  library 
catalogue    shows    that    he    got   and    kept   tlie    published 

'  Otlier  Virginians  of  thiB  pe- 
riod reported  papers  to  tlie  so- 
ciety. In  August,  1697,  tliere 
was  publistied  an  account  of  a 
.storm  in  Virginia  in  lt)94,  re- 
ceived from   Mr.  Scarburgli  of 


Acconiac,  and  communicated 
by  Sir  Robert  Southwell.  Some 
observations  on  insects  made 
liy  Joliu  Bauister  in  Virginia 
in  1080  also  were  published  in 
1699. 
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"Transactions."  lu  1711  he  wrote  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,' 
who  was  himself,  in  that  year,  president  of  the  society  :  "1 
take  it  a  little  unkindly  Sir  lliat  my  name  is  left  out  of  llie 
yearly  List  of  the  Royal  .Society,  of  which  I  have  the  hon- 
onr  of  being  one  of  its  ancientcst  members.  1  supjjosc  my 
long  absence  has  made  your  Secretarys  rank  me  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  Dead  ;  but  pray  let  them  know  I  am  ali\'e,  and 
by  the  help  of  Ginsing  hope  to  survive  Home  years  longer." 
At  the  time  of  the  death  of  his  father,  December  1,  1  70  I, 
young  Byrd  was  still  in  Ijondon.  As  soon  as  lie  liad 
news  of  the  event  he  sailed  for  America,  lie  arrived  in 
the  following  spring.  By  his  father's  will  he  was  sole  heir 
of  the  large  estate  in  Virginia,  with  the  exception  of  some 
small  legacies.  He  at  once  look  possession  of  the  estate, 
for  he  was  named  executor,  and  then  he  tuincd  his  atten- 
tion to  securing  the  political  olliees  his  father  had  held. 
Lieutenant-Governor  Nott  readily  put  him  temporarily  in 
charge  of  the  ofHce  of  auditor  and  receiver-general,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  queen.'-  lilackiston,  who  luul  just 
been  made  Virginia  agent  in  London,  also  was  complaisant 
enough  to  aak  that  he  be  giveu  the  seat  at  the  Council 
board  which  had  been  held  by  his  father.^  The  latter 
request  was  not  granted.  The  Board  of  Trade,  to  whom 
the  application  had  been  made,  replied  that  Ihey  had  a 
very  good  opinion  of  Mr.  Byrd,  but  that  Messrs.  John 
Smith  and  John  Lewis,  who  had  been  previously  recom- 
mended, had  better  claims  to  the  vacancies  then  iu  sight.^ 
Byrd  thus  had  to  wait,  as  it  liai)pened,  till  1708.  But  in 
that  year,  on  August  18,  the  queen,  acting  on  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  absentee  Governor  Hunter,  and  of  Mica- 
jah  Perry,  the  influential  London  merchant,  Avas  pleased  lo 

'Byrd  Letters,  April  10,  1741.  son.     Also  see  Council  Minutes, 

^Sainsbury    Papers,    Vol.    V.  vol.  for  1705-21,  pj).  3,  5. 

Part  II.  (1705-07),  p.  351.     Tliis  ^  ibjj.,  p.  316.     The  date  was 

was  in  September,  1705.     Shite  Deo.  24,  1705. 

the  death    of   Byrd   the   ofike  *  Ibid.,  p.  377. 

had  been  filled  by  Gov.  Nichul- 
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order  that  William  Byrcf  should  be  of  t  Jie  Couueil  of  Vir- 
ginia in  tlic  room  of  John  liightfoot,  deceased.'  On  Sep- 
tember 1^,  170y,  he  took  the  prescribed  oaths,  and  was 
duly  admitted  to  membeiship.-  It  was  the  most  honorable 
appointment  evei'  given  him.  As  his  lather  had  worn  it, 
so  he  wore  it,  with  dignity  and  with  influence.  He  held 
the  position  till  his  death  iu  1744,  and  in  Ihe  last  year  of 
his  life  he  was,  Ijy  virtue  of  being  the  longest  in  oliice, 
I'resideut  of  the  Council.  This  high  dignity  lie  would 
have  had  longei'  had  he  not  been  i)receded  by  Commissary 
l^lair,  Avliose  tough  Scotcli  constitidion  enabled  him  to 
round  out  a  life  of  eighty-seven  yeais. 

As  for  the  auditorship,  Byrd  was  more  foi'tunate.  He 
was  conlirmed  in  lliat  at  once — in  fact,  before  he  arrived  in 
Virginia.^  liut  it  wiis  soon  to  be  robt»ed  of  lialf  of  its  im- 
portance. Iu  resx)ouse  to  a  demand  several  times  made  by 
those  who  had  criticized  the  ordinary  method  of  keei>ing 
the  accounts,  iL  w;is  now  decided  to  have  the  oflices  of 
auditor  and  leceivergeneral  in  the  hands  of  different  men. 
This  was  regardless  of  the  fad  Ihat  Ihe  Virginia  (Jouncil, 
lo  whom  the  Board  of  Trade  had  referred  Ihe  matter  for 
an  opinion,  said  th:it  the  salaiy  attached  to  the  oflice  was  too 
small  for  two  men,  and  that  they  appioved  tlie  old  way  of 
uniting  the  oflices,  and  requiring  the  accounts  to  be  exam- 
ined Ijy  the  C!ouncil  before  they  were  sent  to  England.'' 
Byrd  was  given  the  oiHce  of  receivei-gcneral,  while  Dudley 
Bigges  was  made  auditor.  Both  men  j)iesented  theii' com- 
missions lo  the  Council  early  in  ]  70(i,  I5yrd's  dated  October 
1 7,  and  Digges's  dated  October  10,  1 705.''  Byrd's  salary  was 
to  be  three  per  cent,  of  the  receipts,  but  later  he  got  it  raised 

1  Ibid.,  vol.  for  1706-14,  under  Council  Minutes,  vol.  for  1705- 

dateB  Aug.  10,  13,  18,  1708.  1721. 

-  Council     Minutes,    vol.    for         <  Council     Minutes,    vol.    for 

170.5-21,  entry  lor  Sept.  12,  1709.  1705-21,  entry  for  Sept.  4,  1705. 

^  His    conimisBion    from    the         ^  Ibid.,  pp.  26,  33.     The  two 

queen,  dated   April  2,    1705,   is  commissions  are   preserved   in 

preserved  in  the  back  of  the  the  back  of  this  volume. 
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to  five  per  ceiit.,i  and  since  it  remained  the  same  under  bis 
suecessoi-,  it  is  safe  to  assume  tliat  it  eontiniied  five  per 
cent,  throufjhout  Byrd's  incumbency. 

Settled  now  in  tlie  colony,  Byid  look  up  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  life  of  a  country  gentleman  in  good  earnest.  In 
1706  he  married  Lucy,  youngest  danghler  of  General  Daniel 
Parke."  Her  father  was  that  sparkish  gentleman  who  had  for- 
cibly tried  lo  eject  the  wife  of  Parson  Blair  from  a  pew  iu 
the  Jamestown  church  during  theadmiinslration  of  Andros. 
He  had  married  a  daughter  of  Philip  Ludwell,  Br.,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  both  girls.  About  the  time 
Andros  left  Virginia,  Parke  appeared  in  Londoji.  His 
handsome  face  recommended  him  to  the  Marlboi-oughs, 
and  he  was  made  an  aide  to  the  duke  in  the  campaign  in 
the  Low  Countries.  To  him  was  given  the  fa\or  of  bear- 
ing to  the  queen  the  tidings  of  the  victory  of  Blenheim. 
As  a  reward  for  this,  it  is  said,  lie  was  made  governor  of 
the  Leeward  Islands,  where  he  was  unpoi)ular  from  the 
lime  of  his  arrival  till  he  was  killed  in  1710  in  a  riot  in 
Antigua.  His  murder  occurred  just  at.  the  time  of  the  fall 
of  the  Marlborough  party,  and  the  succeeding  party  tlid 
not  trouble  itself  to  avenge  the  dead  man. 

Frances,  the  elder  daughter  of  Paike,  had  married  John 
Cuslis  of  Virginia.  Now,  when  Parke  died,  as  Byrd  says 
in  the  Title-book,  "  a  Will  w;is  produced  and  proved 
which  he  had  made  m)t  long  before  his  Death.  By  that 
will  he  left  all  his  Estate  iu  England  and  Virginia  to  his 
Eldest  Daughter  Mrs.  Custis,  and  his  Estate  in  the  West 
Indies  (which  was  of  twic'e  Ihe  Value  of  all  the  rest)  to 
Lucy  Chester,  which  he  had  too  much  Reason  to  believe 
his  own  Daughter,  altho'  her   mother  was  at  that  time  a 

'  Tliis  is  taken  from  the  com-  only  seven  and  a  half  per  cent, 

missions.       In    1715    the    joint  (See  Sainsbury  Papers,  vol.  for 

salaiy   of  the  auditor  and   re-  1715-20,  p.  463.) 

ceiver-general  was  raised  to  ten  -  Parke's    mother    was   Jane, 

percent,  by  order  obtained  (Voni  or  Rebecca,   Evelyn,   daughter 

the    treasury,    whereas    before  of    George    Evelyn    of   Surrey 

October   20,    1712,   it  had   been  County,  England. 
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marry'd  woman.  And  as  for  Mrs.  Byrd  (wlio  uever  had 
ofliuded  her  Father,  but  was  laai'iy'd  uot  only  with  liis 
consent  but  at  his  earnest  desire)  she  w:ls  lobb'd  oil'  witli 
One  Thousand  i)ounds."  '  Moreover,  all  his  debts  and  the 
legacies  weie  charged  against  the  Viiginia  and  English 
property,  and  (Uistis  was  named  executor  in  matters  relat- 
ing to  tliat  ])roperty.  Byrd,  whose  family  pride  was  uot 
small,  was  unwilling  that  the  land  should  go  into  the  hands 
of  strangers.  He  accordingly  came  to  an  agreement  with 
Custis  by  which  he  bought  enough  of  the  Virginia  lands, 
and  the  iMiglish  pioperty  also,  as  it  seems,  to  pay  the  obli 
gations  against  the  estate.  It  is  a  singular  itlusliation  of 
business  affairs  in  the  colony  that  they  pioceeded  without 
the  use  of  either  money  or  bills  of  exchange.  Custis  trans- 
ferred the  lands  to  Byid,-'  and  Byrd  avssuuied  the  debts  and 
legacies.  Like  so  many  other  Viiginians,  I'ai'kc  was  in  debt 
to  Micajah  Beiry,  who  had  been  his  London  agent.  J^y  a 
schedule  of  the  debts  which  Perry  sent  to  Byrd,  it  ap- 
j)eared  that  the  estate  owed  i^(J280,  besides  .£400  due  to  the 
queen  as  interest  on  Parke's  bond.  The  latter  Byrd  tried 
to  get  remitted.  Parke  had  an  estate  at  Whitechureh,  in 
England,  which  Periy  said  was  worth  £1000,  but  which 
was  charged  with  a  moitgage  of  £22'M.  Byrd  trusted  to 
Perry's  schedule.  He  had  much  cause  to  regret  it.  He 
said  in  i72,'5,^  twelve  years  after  the  agreement  was  made, 
that  he  had  then  paid  £1000  more  than  the  schedule,  on 
account  of  debts  hitherto  unheard  of. 

In  1710,  the  veiy  yeai'  in  which  Parke  died,  there  came 
to  Virginia  a  nnin  who  w:is  destined  to  make  things  un- 
eonifurtable  for  more  than  one  man  thei'e,  and  for  Byrd 
among  the  others.  This  was  Colonel  Alexander  S])ots- 
wood,  who  came  as  lieutenant-governor  under  the  Earl  of 


1  See  the  Byrd  Title-book  in 
connection  with  tlie  land  which 
Byrd  now  received  fi-om  CuBtis, 
p.  195. 

'^  The  Virginia  lands  were  en- 
tailed, and  an  act  of  Assembly 


was  necesBary  to  sell  them.   (See 
Henning's  Stiitutes,  III.  29.) 

3  Letter  to  John  Custis,  July 
29,  1723.  It  is  preserved  among 
the  MSS.  of  the  Va.  Histl.  Soc., 
Pile  VII. 


Hi  COLONEL  WILLIAM  BYRD 

Orkney,  the  ulweiitee  goveinor-iiicLief.  lie  was  ii  strong- 
willed  ycotchuiiui,  wbu  iH'lieved  with  proveibial  Sc.olcli 
insistency  in  miiiiilaiiiiug- the  prerogutive  and  tlie  digiiily 
of  the  crown.  Sputswood  I'ouiid  soon  after  he  airived  in 
the  counlry  what  kind  of  a  thing  a  Virginia  Cuiiiuil  was. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Council  was  an  oligarchy,  jealuns 
of  its  rights,  and  poweifully  established  Ihiough  jteis.mal 
relations,  which  many  of  its  members  had,  with  prominent 
men  in  Loudon.     Its  members  were  men  of  towering  per- 
sonality, as  the  Ludwells,  "  King"  Carter,  the   Lees,  and 
Kalidi   Worudey.       Moreover,   they  had  been   used   for  a 
long  time  to  the  largest  sluue  in  the  control  of  the  govern- 
ment.    Since  the  days  of  Sir  AVilliam  Berkeley  theie  had 
been  no  governor  who  had  been  completely  the  head  of  his 
own  administration.     Culpeper  and    Eiiingham   were  too 
much   bent  on   advancing  their  own  interests  to  contend 
with  the  Council.     Both  Andros  and  Nicholson  had  ideas 
of  their  own  dignity,  but  their  tempers  weie  ill  suited  to 
the   task  of  disestablishing  the  aiUhority  of  the  Council. 
Spotswood  declared  that  it  was  the  intention  of  tlie  Conucil 
to  coutiol  aifairs  which  had  caused  the  tioublcs  in  both  of 
those  administrations,  which,  being  translated  into  a  saner 
form,  means  that  these  two  governors  had  resented  the  au- 
thority of  the   Conucil,   and  thioiigh   their  testy  tempers 
fallen  into  disgiaccful  quarrels  with  most  of  the  councilors. 
Nott,  who  followed  these  two  governors,  wa^  confessedly  a 
weak-spirited  num,  approved  of  by  Blair  l)efoic  he  was  ap- 
pointed, and,  had  he  not  so  soon  eiulcd  his  life,  would  hardly 
have  disputed  the  rule  of  the  leaders.     Then  came  the  long 
interregnum  during  which  no  goveinor  came  to  Virginia, 
and  the  administration  M'as  left   formally  to  the  Council. 
Thus  it  Lad  happened  that  for  the  space  of  a  generation  — 
fi'om  the  fall  of  Bcikcley  till  the  ariival  of  Spotswood,  the 
Council   wiis  a   chief  force   in  government.     It  was  to  be 
the  principal  effort  of  the  latter  governor  to  bring  it  to 
that  subserviency  which  existed  in  some  of  the  Northern 
colonies.     Spotswood's  attempt,  though  outwai'dly  success 
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fill,  was  inwardly  a  failure.  He  was  watched  quietly  by 
I  he  party  he  had  oi)])osed,  till  at  last  he  was  fakeu  atadis- 
advautage  and  his  removal  was  secured.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Drysdalc,  and  after  him  by  Goocli,  ueilher  of  whom  ven- 
tured to  raise  the  questions  which  loomed  so  huge  in  the 
time  of  Spolswood.  In  fact,  till  tlie  time  of  the  Revolution 
the  dignity  of  the  Council  was  uuabalcd.^ 

It  is  not  possible  to  refrain  lioni  pointing  out  the  re- 
markably fortunate  effect  this  had  upon  the  iJolitical 
aspect  of  the  Revolutionary  period.  Instead  of  throwing 
the  councilors,  who  through  abilities  and  position  were 
the  natural  leaders  of  the  community,  into  an  inane  es- 
pousal of  the  rights  of  the  crown,  it  developed  in  them  a 
strong  colony  sense.  They  felt  that  they  wei'e  Virginians 
first  of  all.  They  did  not  go  with  the  ministry  in  their 
taxation  schemes.  They  did  not,  perhai)s,  feel  the  fullest, 
sympathy  with  the  luiid  populai-  agitation  for  liberty,  l>ut 
they  gave  to  that  agitation  the  blessings  of  an  experienced 
conservatism,  holding  back  the  juovenient  lilt  the  proper 


1  The  following  is  tlie  oath  of 
a  councilor  on  taking-  hit)  place 
in  the  Oounoil :  "You  shall 
swear  to  bo  a  true  and  faithful 
servant  unto  tlie  King's  Maj- 
esty as  one  of  his  Council  of 
State  and  to  be  aiding  and  as- 
sisting to  his  Excellency  his 
Majesties  Lieutenant  Oovernor 
of  Virginia ;  You  shall  in  all 
things  to  be  moved  treated 
and  debated  in  the  Couneil 
faithfully  to  declare  your  Mind 
and  opinion,  according  to  your 
heart  and  Conscience,  and  shall 
keep  settret  all  matters  com- 
mitted and  revealed  unto  you 
according  to  the  same,  and  that 
be  treated  Secretly  in  the 
Council,  initil  such  times  as  by 
the  Consent  of  His  Majesties 
Lieutenant  and  Goveruour  Gen- 


erall  and  the  full  consent  of  the 
Council  of  State  there  Resident 
or  the  major  part  of  them.  Pub- 
lication shall  be  made  thereof; 
You  shall  to  your  utmost  bear 
faith  and  Allegiance  to  the 
King's  Majesty  his  heirs  and 
lawful  Successors,  and  shall  as- 
sist and  defend  all  Jurisdiccons, 
proheniinoncos  and  authorities 
granted  unto  His  Majesty  and 
aiinext  unto  the  Crown  against 
all  Iforeign  Princes  Persons  Pre- 
lates and  Potentates  whatsoever 
and  Generally  you  shall  act  and 
doe  in  all  things  as  a  faithfall 
and  true  suljjei:t  ought  to  doe 
to  his  Majesty  —  So  help  you 
God."  (From  the  Council  Min- 
utes, 1721-34,  among  some  mis- 
cellaneous papers  entered  in  the 
back  of  the  book.) 
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time,  and  setting  it  ibrtli;  when  it  did  come,  with  a  dignity 
and  an  ability  which  won  for  it  at  once  the  respect  of  the 
workl. 

An  illustration  of  how  far  this  independence  of  the  Coun- 
cil had  gone  in  Virginia  in  170G  is  seen  from  a  stalemeiit 
by  the  Rev.  James  Bhiii',  who,  IVom  opposing  the  power  of 
the  Council,  came  at  last  to  participate  in  it.  Ju  this  year 
he  joined  Hartwell,  Chilton,  and  Benjamin  Harrison  in 
a  memorial  to  the  Boajd  of  Tiade  against  the  Council's 
acquisition  of  such  great  poweis.  He  was  then  in  Eng- 
land, and  being  called  before  the  board,  testified  that  theie 
were  "  several  in  the  govei  iiment  who  have  been  for  years 
endeavoring  to  have  all  power  invested  in  the  Council, 
and  by  degrees  they  try  to  lessen  the  prerogative  and  to 
lender  the  Queen's  Governor  little  bettei'  than  a  cypher, 
and  in  truth  they  have  in  ellect  gained  their  point."  i 
Then  Blair  went  on  to  give  instances  to  prove  his  point ; 
but  they  have  not  been  included  in  tlie  aljstracts.  Weie 
this  not  from  one  of  the  most  upright  men  in  Virginia  it 
might  be  discounted  as  the  vaporings  of  a  disapjjointrd 
politician.  But  the  character  of  the  president  of  the  col- 
lege and  the  commissaiy  of  the  Bishop  of  London  is  too 
good  to  be  disposed  of  so  lightly. 

The  basis  of  the  power  of  the  councilors,  aside  from 
their  political  inrtuence,  was  in  their  large  landed  estates. 
They  were  not,  it  is  true,  the  only  laige  landowiieis  in  the 
colony,  but  they  were  very  large  ones.  Whatevci'  ijiegu- 
laiity  in  granting  or  holding  land  might  redound  to  The 
prolit  of  the  holder  they  found  it  to  their  own  advantage 
to  wink  at.  Thus  it  seems  to  have  been  the  universal 
habit  to  give  very  generous  measure  in  laying  out  patents, 
and  to  conceal  the  amount  of  land  subject  to  quit  rents. 
Now  the  Council,  as  the  icpresentatives  of  the  king,  ought 
to  have  been  the  first  to  see  that  these  irregularities  were 
not  practised  ;  but  their  interests  as  large  landowners  made 

1  Sainsbury  Papers,  Vol.  V.  Part  II.  (1705-15),  p.  467; 
tlie  quotation  Ib  from  the  abHtract. 
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it  a  temptalioa  to  tliem  to  let  the  law  be  violated.  That 
they  did  this  is  the  ouly  way  to  account  foi-  the  abuses  iu 
the  issuiug  of  iiujioitation  rights,  and  iu  the  loose  way  of 
coustruing-  the  law  of  the  seating  of  land.  Certainly,  had 
they  actively  engagetl  themselves  to  refoun  these  evils  they 
would  have  succeeded.' 

VVlieu  l^ieutenautGovei'nor  Alexander  Spotswood  ar- 
rived iu  1710,  he  found  this  state  of  aiiairs  fully  developed. 
He  had  possibly  had  some  intimations  of  it  before  he  left 
Knglaud.  At  any  rate,  he  made  a  conscience  of  bringing 
the  prerogative,  and  the  lieutenant-governor  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  it,  into  the  fullest  vigor.  His  tirst  step  was 
to  get  through  the  Assembly  a  law  to  provide  better  for  the 
seating  of  land.  The  old  law  had  slipidated  that  ou  every 
tract  of  laud,  within  three  years  aftei'  it  was  granted,  a 
house  must  be  built,  and  one  acre  cidtivated ;  otherwise 
it  lapsed.  Thus  it  was  possible  to  hold  a  large  tiact  for  a 
very  small  outlay.  The  new  law  provided  that  failure  to 
pay  quit-reids  for  three  years  should  cause  the  grant  to 
lapse.-  This  law  he  got  through  without  arousing  the  op- 
])Ositiou  of  the  Council.  Then  came  the  troubles  in  Noith 
Cai'olina,  in  which  he  was  twice  called  on  for  assistance, 
and  he  had  not  time  for  contioversies  at  liome.  Bui  iu 
1713  the  coast  was  clear,  and  he  began  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion to  the  quit-rents. 

It  was  at  this  point  that  Spotswood  came  into  opposition 
to  Byrd.  He  had  made  up  his  mind  that  the  interest  of 
the  king's  revenue  demanded  more  basinesslike  methods 
of  collecting  the  quit-rents  and  of  selling  the  t<ibacco  in 
which  they  had  been  paid.     His  proposition  did  not  o])en]y 


'  Edward  Chilton  testified  in 
1697  tliat  lio  Itnew  of  a  tract  of 
27,017  acres  on  which  the  im- 
provements consiated  of  a  house 
that  did  not  cost  ten  shill  i  ags  iind 
a  few  hogs  turned  Iookc  in  the 
woods.  It  was  a  notorious  fact, 
lie  said,  that  some  years  ago  Col- 


onel Ludwell  raised  a  patent  for 
2000  acres  to  20,000  l>y  the  addi- 
tion of  a  cipher  and  tliat  his  influ- 
ence in  tlie  Council  was  such  that 
nothing  was  sjiid  of  it.  (Sains- 
bury  Papers,  l()91-97,  p.  350. ) 

-  Spotswood  Letters,  I.  50-52, 
tiO  61. 
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assail  Byi'd's  integrity,  but  it  did  imply  that  the  old 
luetliod  had  been  singularly  faulty.  Tlie  elder  Byrd,  uii 
der  the  ciicuiustance,  would  ha\e  bowed  to  the  power  of  tlie 
OouiK'il  and  uiaiutained  the  olliee  while  lie  took  the  salary 
in  making  the  new  seheme  work.  The  younger  Byrd  had 
more  of  the  Cavalier  pride  about  him.  He  considered 
himself  attacked  in  his  honor,  and  he  prepared  for  a  (iglit. 

The  farming  of  the  quit-rents,  which  was  practised  in 
1G99,  had  not  been  maintained.  When  Biiotswood  aiiivcd 
they  were  collected  by  the  slieiills  of  tlie  counties  througli 
their  deputies.  The  sheriffs  sellled  with  the  receiver-gen- 
eral, who  was  Byrd.  It  was  admitted  on  both  sides  thai 
the  sheriffs  did  not  properly  collect, and  the  implication  was 
tliat  by  passing  througli  so  many  hands  the  quit-rents  be- 
came very  much,  and  often  very  unwarrantably,  lessened. 

Kpotswood,  perhaps,  gave  some  inkling  of  his  dissatisfac- 
tion with  the  existing  system  as  early  as  1713  ;  for  in  that 
year  Byrd  prepared  and  oifered  to  tlie  lieutenant-governor 
a  new  scheme  for  collecting  tlie  (|uit-rents.  Its  features 
were  :  (1)  the  quit-rents  to  be  collected  liy  four  deputy 
receivers ;  (2)  those  who  ^laid  in  tobacco-notes  to  ilo  so 
before  the  last  of  March ;  and  (3J  deputy  receivejs  to 
account  to  the  receiver-general,  and  make  sworn  returns 
of  their  accounts  to  the  auditor.  This  i>lan,  said  Byrd,  in 
the  bitterness  of  his  controversy,  Spotswooil  leceived  witli 
the  scorn  with  wliit'h  he  received  all  proposals  which  "hath 
not  the  advantage  of  his  own  contrivance."  i  Spotswood's 
scorn  may  have  beeu  dne  to  a  suspi(;ion  that  the  scheme 
woidd  only  create  more  officials  to  build  up  the  strengtli 
of  the  party  already  too  strong. 

This  much  had  l)een  done  ])rivately.  But  iu  July,  1714, 
SiJotswood  asked  Byrd  and  Ludwell  to  propose  a  better 
scheme  for  collecting  the  (juit-ients.  Byrd  projiosed  tlic 
scheme  he  had  already  once  submitted.  In  November 
Spotswood,  ignoring  Byrd's  scheme,  announced  to  tlie 
Council  that  he  would  submit  a  scheme,  which  lie  at  once 
1  Prom  Byrd's  defense.    Preserved  in  MS.  by  the  Va.  Histl.  Hoc. 
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proceeded  to  do.  The  cliief  features  of  liis  scheme  were  : 
1.  The  slieriffs  to  collect  quit  rents  at  ijlaccs  a[)poiutcd 
by  the  coujity  court,  and  nol,  on  the  land,  as  fornieily.  2. 
If  the  (juit-icnts  were  bi-onyhl  to  them  Ihey  weie  to  receive 
only  live  per  ccul.  for  their  commission,  and  the  payer  was 
to  have  li\('  pci-  cent,  discount.  3.  Those  who  paid  the 
recciver-t;cneral  in  pcrsou  were  to  have  eight  per  cent, 
discount.  I.  Siu'rilfs  to  settle  directly  with  Ihe  receiver- 
j;cnerai  in  Williamsburg,  and  to  file  copies  of  their  ac- 
counts wilh  Ihe  auditor  and  the  clerks  of  the  lespective 
counly  conits.  5.  Quit-rents  to  be  paid  in  sleiling  money, 
oj',  if  in  foicign  coins,  to  be  rated  with  Mexican  silver  at 
three  and  a  half  pennyweights  for  a  shilling,  or  willi  I'ei'u- 
vian  silver  at  nineteen  pennyweights  foi'  five  shillings,  or  in 
tobaciH) Holes  on  any  wai'ehouse  in  Virginia.  G.  On  a 
given  day  llieie  should  be  posted  in  the  general  court- 
house at  Willianisbuig  a  list  of  all  the  quit-rent  tobacco 
by  paicels,  and  buyeis  must  enter  their  bids  opposite  the 
parcels ;  and  at  the  end  of  ten  days  the  toba(;co  would 
be  sold  to  Ihe  highest  bidder.  The  pnr])ose  of  the  scheme 
was  to  secuie  economy  in  collecting  and  more  competition 
in  selling  the  quit-rent  tobacco.  Sj)olswood  asked  the 
CJouucil  to  think  ovei'  the  proposition.  The  vaiious  fea- 
tures of  the  scheme  were  voted  on  sejiaratcly.  They  all 
l)assed,  liyrd  and  Ludwell  voting  against  all  that  weie 
material  to  the  purpose  of  the  scheme.  On  the  third  ])io- 
po.sal  Byrd  hrst  voted  "yea,"  thinking  it  would  increase 
the  revenue,  and  it  was  passed  liy  a  vote  of  four  to  live. 
But  on  Ihe  following  morning,  before  the  minutes  of  tht; 
preceding  day  were  read  in  the  Council,  he  aunoniiced  that 
he  wanted  to  change  his  vote.  Spotswood  refused  to  allow 
this,  and  dt-clared  the  i)roposal  adopb-d. 

Byrd's  objections  to  Spolswood's  scheme  were  summa- 
rized iu  his  defense  1  as  follows:  1.  Sheriffs  were  not  the 

1  His  defense  is  preserved  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Sept.  27, 
among  the  MSS.  of  the  Va.  171b.  (Saiiisbury  Papers,  vol. 
Histl.   Soc.     It   was    submitted     for  1715-'20,  p.  6U3.) 
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proper  persons  to  collect  quit-rents,  because  tLey  were 
clmiiged  too  ol'teu  ;  and  if  they  did  i)oorly  at  ten  i)cr-ceid. 
cuMi missions,  they  would  do  no  better  at  five  per  cent. 
2.  The  giving  of  the  payer  five  per  cent,  in  the  second  pro- 
posal was  granting  away  the  king's  money,  and  that  they 
had  no  right  to  do.  3.  To  give  eight  per  cent,  tliscount 
to  those  who  paid  directly  to  the  receiver-general  reduced 
the  reward  of  the  sheiitt"  so  that  the  office  would  n(jl  he 
worth  his  while.  Besides,  it  increased  greatly  the  expenses 
of  Ihe  receivergcneial.  When  Byrd  wrote  his  defense  Ihc 
scheme  had  been  woikiug  two  yc^ars.  He  said  that  when 
tobacco  was  high  rich  persons  bought  the  quit-rent  tobacco 
from  the  smaller  farmers  and  sent  the  money  with  long 
lists  of  names  to  the  receiver-general,  and  that  the  l)ringcr 
had  to  be  entertained  till  his  accounts  could  be  settled. 
Thus  there  was  a  large  additional  exi)ense,  both  for  entei- 
tainment  of  messengers  and  for  cleik-hire  ;  but  that,  he 
thought,  was  very  agreeable  to  Spotswood.  4.  To  the 
fourth  proposal  Byrd  made  no  objection.  5.  Hpotswood's 
rating  of  foreign  coins  reduced  the  amount  of  money  the 
king  received  from  the  quit-rents,  and  taking  tobacco- 
notes  from  any  county  induced  men  to  buy  up  the  tobacco 
raised  in  unfavorable  counties  with  which  to  pay  their 
i(uit-rents.  He  did  not  know  why  iSpotswood  had  pro- 
posed this  uuless  it  was  because  he  had  lately  become  a 
large  laudowjier.  (J.  The  old  method  of  selling  quit-rents 
by  private  sale  had  long  been  approved  by  the  Council 
and  governors.  No  fault  was  found  with  it  till  after  the 
jemoval  of  Nicholson.  The  new  method  would  not  work 
because  the  buyers  would  agree  among  themselves  not  to 
bid  against  one  anothei-.  How  they  should  be  less  apt  to 
agree  to  this  same  thing  in  a  piivate  sale  he  does  not 
say. 

Against  this  let  us  put  Spotswood's  statement.'   There  was, 
he  said,  in  the  collection  of  the  quit  rents  in  Virginia  "the 
grossest  ]\Iismanagenients  and  most  fraudulent  Oolleetions 
'  SpotBwood  LetterH,  II.  86. 
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that  ever  was  known  in  a  Revenue,"  aiul  he  ofl'ered  to  prove 
it.  The  shcrills,  indeed,  were  tlie  "Gent,  of  tlie  Country," 
but  their  deputies  were  those  who  would  give  most  to  be 
deputies.  Tlie  latter  did  the  actual  collecting,  and  ren- 
dered their  accounts  to  their  superiors.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  high  sheiill"  would  go  before  the  auditor  and  swear 
that  his  accounts  were  true,  to  tlie  best  of  his  knowledge. 
As  these  accounts  did  not  specify  the  several  tracts  of  land 
on  which  the  quit-rents  were  paid,  it  was  very  dilticult  to 
discover  an  eiior  or  a  fraud. 

It  is  notable  that  these  charges,  in  whicli  Spotswood  liad 
no  hesitancy  to  be  severe  enough,  did  not  reach  the  moral 
integrity  of  either  Byrd  or  Ijudweil.  'JMie  receiver-general 
and  the  auditor  had  nothing  to  do  witli  the  collecting  or 
with  the  ai»pointmeiit  of  the  sheriffs  and  the  deputy 
sherill's.  They  could  neither  one  do  more  than  receive  tlie 
accounts  that  were  submitted  to  them.  The  fraud,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  statement  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  was 
with  the  sherifl's  and  their  deputies.  Byrd  and  Ludwell 
both  admitted  this.  The  essential  diderence  between  their 
scheme  and  Spotswood's  was  that  the  former  wanted  to 
reform  aifairs  )»y  creating  special  collectois,  while  the  latter 
wanted  louse  the  existing  machinciy,  and  throw  more  of 
the  strain  on  its  central  jioint,  the  receiver-general ;  for, 
as  he  said  to  the  board,  he  did  not  conceive  that  it  was  his 
Majesty's  intention  that  the  receiver-general  should  be  no 
more  than  a  formal  otlieer  whose  Avork  was  all  done  by 
others.  Byrd's  scheme  was  born  of  the  spirit  of  the  then 
existing  English  oflice-holding  ;  Sjiotswood's  was  the  prod- 
uct of  thrifty  Scotch  nianagcnienl,  which  contemplated  no 
sinecures.  The  latter  scheme  was  the  more  businesslike. 
After  one  annual  collection  had  been  made  under  it,  S])ots- 
wood  declared  :  "One-tliird  of  the  Crown  lands  in  this 
Colony  has  this  year  yielded  a  greater  Revenue  than  Ihc 
whole  did  formerly." ' 

Late  in  1713  Byrd  had  asked  for  leave  of  absence  for  a 
1  Spotswood  Letters,  II.  117. 
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year  to  go  to  England  ou  ])rivate  busiue.ss.i  He  may  have 
desired  this  in  coniieeliou  wilh  the  debts  of  Parke,  or  lie 
may  have  had  an  inkling  of  llie  coming  ipiaiiel  wilh  Spots 
wood.  Early  in  1715  he  departed,-  leaving  Nathaniel 
Harrison  as  his  deputy.  He  cariied  with  him  a  strung 
feeling  of  resentment  against  S])otswood.  In  London  he 
was  leceived  with  consideration.  On  July  15  and  20, 
1715,  he  was  called  before  the  Board  of  I'lade  lo  give  in- 
formation in  regard  to  tlie  Indian  war  in  Soulli  Carolina.' 
On  August  11  he  jn-esentcd  a  memorial  that  the  Virginia 
quit-rents  should  not  be  taken  o\er  into  the  English  trea- 
sury. The  latter  matter  caused  much  concern  in  the 
colony.  The  new  sovereign  conteinplated  converting  this 
levenue  into  the  royal  treasury  as  soon  as  it  was  collected. 
The  old  way  had  been  to  leave  it  in  the  colony  till  it 
reached  a  considerable  sum,  subject  to  tlie  orders  of  the 
king.  Occasionally  some  of  it  had  been  used  to  repair  de- 
hciencies  in  the  ordinary  fund  of  two  shillings  a  hogshead. 
Alarmed  at  the  pros])ect  of  having  permanently  divcjled 
to  king's  use  a  fund  which  had  always  offered  them  a  sure 
recourse  in  times  of  unexpected  outlay,  the  colonists  now 
sent  up  a  cry  that  the  (luit-ients  should  be  held  for  the 
use  of  the  colony.  Byrd,  as  receiver-general,  was  in  the 
center  of  the  commotion,  and  went  actively  to  work  for 
the  colonists.  He  was  several  times  before  the  Board 
of  Trade,  giving  them  iidbrmation.  To  them  he  said  I  hat 
the  two-shilling  duty  yielded  ordinarily  .C.'JOOO  a  year, 
and  the  quit-ients  frojii  CI 200  to  ;C1500,  and  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  government  weie  about  X.S500  a  year.  Sijots- 
wood  coidd  not  be  so  indifferent  to  the  inteiests  of  the 
colony  as  not  to  desire  that  the  quit-rents  should  nol  be 
diverted  from  its  use;  but  he  said,  when  delivering  his 

'  Saiusbury    Papers,   vol.    for  absence  begins,  was   April   25. 

170G-14,  entry  for  Jan.  25,  171-1.  (See  Council  Minutes.) 

-  He  last  attended  the  Council  ^  Sainsbury  Papers,  vol.  for 
meeting  on  Feb.  23.  The  next  1715-20,  under  the  dates  men- 
meeting,  at  which  his  prolonged  tioned. 
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opinion  to  the  board,  that  he  lioped  they  would  do  what 
lie  asked  as  in  resi)Oiise  to  liis  re(juest  and  not  as  in  re- 
Sjioiisc  to  the  address  of  the  Assembly,  which  had  been 
I'orwarded.i  After  due  delibeiation  it  was  decided  that 
the  quit -rents  should  be  spent  as  formerly,  but  that  the 
colony  was  not  to  take  this  as  a  warrant  fur  extravagaid 
expenditures." 

The  success  of  this  affair  was  gratifying  to  I5yrd,  and  it 
tended  to  inciease  his  induence  in  Virginia.  He  next  pm- 
ceeded  to  move  for  the  repeal  of  two  laws  which  iSpots- 
wood  liad  got  passed  in  1714.  One  of  these  was  a  law  to 
l)rovidc  for  the  payment  of  debts  in  tobacco,  and  the  other 
created  a  company  to  which  was  given  a  monopoly  of  the 
Indian  trade.  Byrd  thought  both  of  these  laws  injuiioiis 
to  the  colony,  and  he  set  out  actively  to  get  them  disal 
lowed.  He  made  strong  arguments  before  the  Board  of 
Trade,  especially  against  the  taller  law.  ,Si)olswood  de- 
fended himself  by  saying  that  the  Indian  trading  eom|)any 
had  been  established  to  prevent  the  atmses  eommillcd  in 
the  trade  by  indiscriminate  traders,  and  that  the  scheme 
did  not  injure  the  old  traders,  since  all  of  them  exce]>l 
Byrd,  who  was  about  to  leave  the  country  when  the  law 
was  jjroposed,  had  been  asked  to  take  stock  in  Ihe  eonij)any. 
He  added  that  since  the  trade  was  eonceutraled  at  Chris- 
tiana, where  his  Indian  school  was,  and  since  the  company 
agreed  to  contribute  a  sum  to  the  supjiort  of  this  school, 
the  scheme  held  out  great  i)romise  of  the  solution  of  the 
Indian  (juestion.  But  Byid  had  on  his  side  the  English- 
man's hatred  of  monopoly,  and  on  July  'M,  1717,  the  king, 

'  Sainsbury    Papers,   vol.   for  -  Byrd  gave  as  one  of  the  rea- 

1V15  20,   p.    478.     Tliis    address  sons  why  he  liad  once  favororl 

was  perhaps  (he  one  forwarded  having  distinct  justices  of  the 

by  ttie  liaiuls  of  Byrd  when  he  Oeneral    Oourt    tliat    it    wimld 

went  to  Kngland,and  referred  to  create    more    oflices   and    thus 

in  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  keep  a  part    of    the   quit-rent 

an   undated   copy  of   which  is  revenue   in   the  colony.      (See 

preserved  in  tlie  collection  of  his  letter  to  Ludwell,  Sept.  21, 

the  Virginia  Historical  Society.  1717. ) 
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ou  the  recommendation  of  the  Eoard  of  Trade,  ordered  both 
the  hiws  to  be  repealed.' 

In  the  meantime  in  Virginia  the  war  had  become  acute. 
Spotswood  had  come  to  an  ojjcn  breacli  with  Liidwell,  be 
cause  Ludwell  resented  his  quit-rent  policy  and  wouhl'  ,u<[ 
submit  his  books  to  Spotswood,  and  the  u])sliot  of  Ih,- 
matter  was  that  the  lieulenautgoveruor  suspended  him  1  ill 
tlie  case  could  be  tried  iii  Englaml.  To  JJlathwayt,  ^^  ho, 
as  auditor-general,  was  Lndwell's  superior,  Hpolswood  sen! 
an  account  of  his  action,  and  regictted  that  it  had  been 
necessary.  To  the  Boaid  of  Trade  he  sent  his  chaiges 
against  the  deputy  auditor.  Now  he  gradually  came^'to 
feel  :is  much  resentment  against  Byrd  as  against  Lmlwcll. 
ile  charged  both  with  obstructing  the  execution  of  his  (piit- 
lent  policy,  but  said  that  inasmuch  as  Byrd  was  out  of  the 
country  he  did  not  like  to  proceed  delinilely  against  Hani- 
sou,  who  was  only  a  deputy  to  Byrd.  The  affair  would  have 
gone  through  a  long  and  tedious  investigation,  no  doubt,  had 
not  Blathwayt  anticipated  Sjiotswood.  Before  he  leceived 
Spotswood's  charges  against  Ludwell  he  had  remoAcd  the 
latter  gentleman  from  oflice.-  But  neither  Ludwell  noi- 
Byrd  weie  satisfied  to  leave  the  matter  as  it  was.  They 
both  prepared  stided  defenses,  which  were  subjiiitted  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  to  which  Spotswood  was  allowed 
lo  make  reply.  Byrd  wiote  both  defenses.  All  of  his, 
though  paitly  illegible,  and  a  fragment  of  I>ud well's,  are 
lireserved  among  the  manuscripts  in  the  possession  of  the 
Virginia  Historical  Society.  They  were  able  instruments, 
clear  and  cutting,  and  not  without  the  Ijitiug  sarcasm 
which  renders  Byrd's  less  strenuous  writings  so  delightful. 

'.Sainst)ury    Papers,   vol.    for  management  of   the    revemiiH 

1715-120,  pp.  54!),  616,  630.  in  hin  own  or  creature's  liandB 

-Blathwayt'8    view    of    tliis  by   which   means   there   Jiiight 

dispute    is    worth    noting.     In  be  no  control  over  him  or  liis 

announcing    the     removal     of  friends    being    Commander    in 

Ludwell  he  said  :  "  In  the  main  Uliief.     This   I   conceive  to   bo 

It    is   perhaps   more   agreeable  the     truth     of     the     matter." 

to  Col.  Spotswood  to  have  the  (Ibid.,  5(i0. ) 


THE    BYRD    FAMILY    IN    VIRGINIA        Ixiii 

They  were  a  worthy  oflset  to  Spotswood's  strong  and  ser- 
viceable arguments,  so  Ihat  tlie  readei'  is  left  in  doubt  as  to 
whieh  side  handled  its  weapons  more  skilfnlly. 

i5yrd  was  better  able  to  wage  this  war  from  having  re- 
lieved himself  of  his  office  ;  for  as  a  servant  of  the  king  it 
did  not  become  liini  to  oppose  the  king's  rei)resentative, 
except  in  the  spirit  of  otlicial  humility,  and  of  that  spirit 
Byrd  had  none.  On  October  2,  1710,  lie  wrote  to  John 
C'listis  saying  that  he  had  sold  his  jilace  of  receiver-general 
for  .tSOO  to  James  Roscowe,'  the  first  person  he  met  who 
was  willing  to  pay  his  price.  Tliis  was  not  because  he 
feared  tliat  he  would  be  removed,  but  because  the  office 
was  a  burden  under  existing  conditions.  To  hold  it  gave 
Spotswood  the  opportunity  to  charge  him  with  miscon- 
duct, and  to  get  tliercby  the  ciedit  of  l)eing  zealous  iu  the 
interest  of  the  king  ;  so  that  the  holder  "must  either  be  a 
slave  to  his  [Spotswood's]  humour,  must  fawn  upon  him, 
jump  over  a  stick  wlieneser  he  was  l)id,  or  else  he  must 
have  so  much  trouble  loaded  on  him  as  to  make  his  place 
uneasy.  In  short,  such  a  man  must  be  cither  the  governor's 
dog  or  his  ass;  neither  of  which  stations  suit  in  theleast 
with  my  constitution."  Now,  he  added,  he  could  give 
himself  entirely  to  opposing  Si)otswood's  arbitrary  and  un- 
just designs.-  A  year  later  he  again  wrote  that  he  was 
laboring  with  all  his  might  "to  hinder  so  great  a  power 
from  being  lodged  in  any  bashaw." 

Byrd's  defense  took  up  Spotswood's  charges  in  order : 
1.  To  the  statement  that  Byid  kej)!  tiie  quit-rent  ac- 
counts intermixed  with  his  private  afl'airs,  and  foi'  four  years 
had  refused  to  give  an  itemized  account  of  them,  he  replied 
that  Spotswood  had  not  complained  about  the  accounts  be- 
fore 1714,  as  the  Council  minutes  would  show,  that  these 

1  Roscowe  was  admitted  to  the  2  This  letter  is  printed  in 
office  of  receiver-general  by  the  Lossing's  Edition  of  Q.  W.  P. 
Council  on  Jan.  22,  1717,  hut  his  OuHtin's  ReioUoitions  of  Wash- 
commission  was  dated  Maruh  26,  iugton,  in  tlie  Memoir  of  Custis 
1716.     (See  Council  IMlnutes. )  by  Mrs.  Lee,  p.  29. 
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mriiiiuls  liati  alwiiyN  |ir»ii  ktpl  in  srpaiute  l)i)i>k>,  and  llial 
he  lunl  siiliiiiitli'd  tliose  books  to  the  lioaid  just  after  he  ui- 
rived  in  Enghiud.  2.  To  the  ehaige  that  lie  would  not 
make  a  rent-roll  he  rei^lied  that  every  governor  had  been 
ordered  to  make  a  rent-roll,  but  that  il  was  not  a  duty 
put  on  the  receiver-general ;  that  it  was  a  difiieult  mailer 
and  had  long  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Council,  and  that 
some  of  the  sheriffs  "return'd  uncouth  medleys  instead  of 
Eentrolls,"  they  being  very  ignorant.  3.  'I'o  the  com- 
l)laiiit  that  sheriffs  received  bad  tobacco  he  answeied 
that  the  sheriffs  were  appointed  by  the  goNeriioi.  I. 
To  the  complaint  that  abuses  had  occuried  in  I  he  sale 
of  importation  rights  he  replied  that  this  was  liue,  but  he 
was  iu  no  way  responsible  for  it,  and  that  he  hail  heartily 
supported  the  reforms  which  had  been  made  in  regard  to 
the  same.  5.  To  the  charge  that  he  received  Spanish  sil 
ver  at  nineteen  pennyweights  for  five  shillings,  which  was 
exorbitant,  and  ])aid  it  out  for  sixteen  pennyweights  for 
live  shillings,  he  replied  that  it  was  the  custom  of  the 
country  in  small  purchases,  and  he  iidroduced  witnesses  to 
prove  the  point.'  In  his  iej)ly  for  Ludwell  he  said  that  if 
the  king  got  what  was  due  liiiu  lie  did  nol  see  how  there 
could  be  eomjilaint  about  the  kind  of  money  in  which  the 
receiver-general  had  dealt.  (>.  To  the  charge  tiial  his 
method  of  keeping  the  accounts  was  "dark  &  idle"  he  re- 
Ijlied  that  they  had  been  in  use  for  years,  and  liad  been 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  by  the  former  go\er- 
nors,  and  that  Spolswood  himself  had  not  ol>jected  to  them 
till  the  expiration  of  Nicholson's  cominission  in  171  1.- 
7.  To  the  charge  that  he  had  always  opposed  iSjiotswood  li<- 
said  that  he  had  op])Osed  him  only  when  the  king's  interests 
seemed  to  bim  to  demand  it,  and  that  such  was  his  sworn 

1  Byrd  in  his  own  reply  re-  bury  Papers,  vol.   for  1715-'20, 

fers  for  this  to   Ludwcll's  do-  pp.  56S-571. 

fense.     He  introduced  his  wit^         -To  what  commisHion  he  re- 

nesses    before    the     Board    <jf  ferred  I  am  unable  to  gues.s. — 

Trade,  Nov.  2,  1716.    (SeeSaiim-  KDrroR. 
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duty;  that  he  hail  not  tried  to  excite  popular  feeling 
against  Sjjolswood,  and  that  the  j)opular  discontenl  was 
ratlicr  due  to  !Si)Ot.swood's  temper  and  to  his  habit  of  think- 
ing thai  all  opposition  was  insolent.  8.  As  to  the  com- 
plaint against  certain  words  which  Ludwell  had  used  to 
>Sj)olswood,  he  owned  that  they  were  inii)ioper,  l)ut  called 
attention  to  the  fact  tliat  they  were  not  spoken  in  (Jouncil 
or  in  a  court  of  justice,  but  at  a  muster-field,  where  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor had  no  business  to  be.  t>.  This  article 
leferred  to  the  quit-rent  sclieme,  which  has  already  been 
nu^ntioned.  10.  As  to  the  charge  tliat  the  niajoiit}  of  the 
Council  were  related  to  TjudwcU  and  Byrd,  he  replied  with 
a  list  of  the  councilors,  showing  how  each  was  related  to 
the  two  ;  and  by  his  own  showing  foui-  of  them  were  related 
by  blood  cu-  marriage  to  l^udwell,  and  two  of  these  four  to 
Byrd  ;  and  these  four,  with  Byrd,  who  was  himself  related  to 
I-udwell  by  marriage,  would  give  six  or  half  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  one  family  connection. 

With  Lndwell's  defense  we  are  not  directly  concerned, 
but  tlieie  is  one  point  in  it  which  illustrates  so  strikingly 
his  relation  to  Spotswood  that  it  will  be  well  to  mention  it. 
This  is  llie  ])ersonal  controversy  refeired  to  l)y  Byrd  in  the 
eighth  article  above,  tlie  story  of  which  is  as  follows:  In 
the  days  of  fiovernor  Berkeley  the  colony  had  set  aside 
3000  acres  of  land  near  Jamestown  for  the  use  of  the  gov- 
ernor, and  Berkeley  had  lived  on  it  for  many  years,  during 
which  time  he  took  up  in  his  own  name  2090  a(aes  adjoin- 
ing the  same  tract.  Tie  also  had  <-oij(ii'med  to  himself 
personally  several  leases  of  parts  of  the  foinier  Iracl.  Soon 
after  liis  arrival  in  Virginia,  S])Otswood  had  the  governor's 
tract  surveyed,  and  found  that  it  contained  little  more  than 
'2000  acres.  He  believed  that  the  cncioachment  hail  been 
from  Berkeley's  side.  Berkeley's  property  had  come, 
through  the  marriage  of  Dame  Frances,  his  widow,  to 
Philip  Ludwell,  into  the  hands  of  the  second  Philii>  Lud- 
well. On  this  disputed  land  were  the  fine  house  and  grounds 
of  "Green  Springs,"  which  Berkeley  had  built.     Spotswood 
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wiis  anxious  to  recover  tliis  land,  and  Ludwell  says  it 
was  l)eeaiise  he  wanted  to  y,t-l  I  In  lii  c-wood  on  it.  lie  made 
a.  j)io|)osilion  to  Ludwell  lo  excli.uige  it  for  other  lands  of 
the  goveinment  near  Jamestown,  and  other  proposals  wei'c 
made,  but  nothing  eame  of  any  ol"  them.  ]'"iiially,  in  Ihe 
winter  of  J715-16  it  came  time  to  procession  lands  in  Ihe 
neighborhood.  By  law,  if  a  i)iece  of  land  were  jteacefidly 
processioned  for  the  third  time,  its  title  was  irievoeably 
hxed  in  the  holder.'  Sxiotswood,  therefore,  tiled  a  caveat 
against  Ludwell's  i)rocessioning  llie  disputed  tiact.  lie 
realized  that  if  he  did  not  a(!t  now  he  wonld  lose  all 
chance  of  recovery.     This  slep  brought  about  a  lawsuit.- 

As  to  what  next  happened  Spotswood  gives  no  particu- 
lars. Ludwell,  liowever,  describes  it  ;is  follows  :  ''I  should 
1)6  too  tedious  to  enumerate  the  extraortliuary  methods  & 
the  indefatigable  pains  that  were  tatcen  by  the  Governor  & 
others  appointed  l)y  him  for  carrying  on  this  Lawsuit, 
but  in  sliort  a  jury  met  on  the  land  to  lay  out  the  bounds 
at  which  the  Glovernor  appeared  in  person  &  by  his  .severe 
&  hasty  way  of  examining  the  witnesses  I  brought  to  prove 
the  ancient  l>ounds  &  his  angry  countenance  they  were  so 
Terryfyed  they  haidly  knew  how  to  answer  any  thing  that 
was  asked  them.  Insomuch  that  I  lost  the  benefit  of  (uie 
of  iny  Witnesses  entirely  ;  at  last  the  Jury  having  heard  the 
Witnesses  viewed  the  Grounds,  received  all  papers  that  were 
offered  them  &  lieard  all  the  arguments  on  both  sides  re- 
liied  to  consult  among  themselves  &  having  agreed  what 
they  would  do  called  for  the  surveyor  to  goe  about  it,  but 
out  of  Respect  to  the  Goveiiior  Ihey  thought  filt  Id  infornie 
him  of  their  resolutions,  which  being  disagreeable  lo  him 
he  rated  them  very  Severely  in  order  to  make  them  alter 
their  resolutions,  representing  them  as  Ignorant  obstinate 
fellows.  Among  other  things  he  called  them  by  way  of 
derision  a  Chickahominy  Juiy,  told  them  they  acted  un- 
fairly &  partially,  that  they  would  not  do  their  sovereign 

'  Henning's  Statutes,  III.  326. 
^Spotswood  Lettera,  II.  155. 
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justice  (for  the  Suit  was  made  iu  the  King's  name  &  is  to 
be  at  the  Kind's  charge  tho'  il'  the  King  should  gain  the 
cause  he  will  loose  twelve  i)enee  a  year  for  eveiy  til'ty  acres 
the  Governor  should  I'ecover)  &  that  their  names  Should 
all  be  sent  to  England  &c.  I  being  vexed  to  see  my  cause 
in  so  much  dangei'  by  llu-  Jurys  being  thus  run  down  &  so 
much  dishearU-ned  by  this  unfair  practice  and  luivcing  been 
provoked  a  little  before  by  the  Governor  representing  my 
Uncle  who  had  been  ibrmerly  Secretary  &  my  father  who 
had  been  foiineily  clerk  of  the  Secretarys  oflice  &  Deputy 
se(;retary,  as  Destroyers  of  Records,  I  did  at  last  say  these 
woids,  I  think  that  this  is  veiy  har<t  that  my  witnesses 
must  be  brow-beaten  &  the  Jury  hectored  out  of  their 
Senses  &  not  Suffered  to  pioceed  ni)on  tlieir  own  resolu- 
tions. Eut  I  i)rotest  I  had  not  the  least  thought  of  dis- 
honouring his  majesty.  .  .  .  Certaiuly  it  must  be  very  haid 
to  be  put  uniler  the  delemma  of  keeping  silence  &  loosing 
my  house,  oi-  Si)eaking  to  defend  it  &  lodsing  my  office."  ' 

Spotswood's  only  testimony  is  that  at  the  trial  he  was 
treated  "with  more  rudeness  &  ill-manners  than  I  believe 
any  Governor  ever  was  treated."  Jjudweli's  relations 
\irged  him  not  to  think  of  the  matter,  and  said  tliat  Lud- 
well  woidd  apologize  for  it  as  soon  as  his  anger  cooled,  but 
no  apology  was  offered.  Of  the  Board  of  Trade  Spotswood 
asked  "a  Suitable  Reparation  for  a  Alfront  done  to  me  in 
my  i)ublic  Capacity,  which  I  should  not  liavc  acquiesced 
under,  had  it  been  offeicd  to  mc  as  a  jtrivale  person.  1 
shall  only  add  this  observation,  lliat  since  the  Lands  now 
in  dispute  lame  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ludwells  Father, 
that  Family  have  never  sufl'ered  any  Governor  to  be  at 
ease  aftei-  he  once  begun  to  eucpiiie  into  their  Title,  as  y'r 
Ijo'ps,  by  looking  into  the  plantation  aifairs,  will  find  tl»at 
all  the  Clamours  rais'd  against  Colo.  Jeffreys,  L'd  Efting- 
ham,  S'r  Edmund  Andrews' and  Colo.  Nicholson  have  been 
fomented  and   Carryed   on  either   by   the   Father  or  the 

1  This  jury  trial  was  in  March,  1716. 
T)ie  quotation  is  IVom  LudwcD'u  defense.        -  Andros. 
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Son."'  After  all  due  allowauees  are  made  for  Hie  exag^ier- 
ation  of  ijersous  bigLly  iudigiiaid,  here  is  aii  iiistniclive 
picture  of  the  inner  political  life  of  an  American  colony. 

These  two  liapers  were  submitted  to  the  lioaril  of  Tiade 
in  17 !().'-  Neilhei'  man  was  in  ofliee,  and  theie  was  no  tii- 
coni'agement  to  thresh  over  straw  which  held  nogiain,  and 
So  the  matter  was  allowed  to  lie. 

Kut  there  had  already  arisen  iu  Virginia  another  (piar- 
rel  with  Spotswood.  This  was  one  that  broiiglil  ahuosl 
the  whole  Council  down  upon  him.  The  highest  court  in 
the  colony  was  the  Cieueral  Court.  A  law  of  1705,  follow 
ing  a  former  law,  enactetl  that  it  should  be  held  by  the 
governor  and  Council ;  ^  but  Spotswood,  iu  1710,  got  a  law 
passed  providing  that  the  former  law  should  uot  abridge 
the  king's  prerogative  to  erect  s]>eeial  courts  of  o^'cr  and 
terminer.'*  Spotswood  saw  plainly  enough  that  holding 
the  highest  court  in  the  colony  gave  the  Council  a  vast 
deal  of  power,  and  this  he  proposed  to  lessen  by  extending 
llie  privilege  of  holding  special  oyer  and  terminer  courts, 
lie  proposed  to  aj^point  to  holil  the  court  some  councilors 
and  some  who  were  uot  councilors.  He  justihed  himself 
chiefly  on  the  gi-ound  that  since  six  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil were  of  one  family,  and  since  they  must  all  retire  from 
the  bench  when  a  case  involving  a  member  of  that  family 
was  to  be  tried,  it  was  important  to  have  the  court  consti- 
tuted differently.  There  was  much  truth  in  Spotswood's 
assertion,  but  there  was  a  weakness  in  his  position,  due  to 
the  fact  that  his  proposition  would  give  the  appointment 
of  the  judges  to  the  governor;  and  if  there  was  any  gooil 
reason  that  the  advisory  part  of  the  executive  should  not 
engross  the  judicial  function,  there  was  better  leason  that 
tiie  presiding  i)art  of  it  should  not  do  so.     What  the  colony 

'  Spotswood  Letters,  n.  156  -'Henning's      Statutes,      111. 

-  Byrd's     defense     was     sub-  288. 

mitted   Sept.  27,   1716.     I   have  <  Ibid.,  III.  489,  and  Spotswood 

not  found  when  Ludwell's  was  Letters,  II.  224. 
submitted. 
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did  need  was  a  Siipieiiie  Court,  distinct  from  all  other 
deparlnienls  of  government. 

In  December,  1712,  a  man  was  to  be  tried  for  his  life, 
and  SpoLswood  joined  the  Speaker  and  two  leading  bur- 
gesses with  the  Oouncil  to  hold  the  court  of  oyer  and 
Icrniiiier  that  tried  him.  It  is  noticeable  that  he  Ihns 
began  to  bind  to  himself  the  most  inllueutial  members  of 
the  House  of  Burgesses.  The  couucilois,  however,  ob- 
jected to  the  innovation,  and  Lhe  matter  was  dropped  for  a 
time.  In  referring  the  matter  to  the  Board  of  'I'rade,  he 
insisted  that  he  had  the  right  which  he  had  claimed,  and 
that  he  thought  it  should  occasionally  be  exercised,  if  for 
no  other  reason,  to  eslablish  a  resjiect  for  the  king's  pre- 
I'ogative.'  On  June  1,  171(i,  the  Boaid  of 'I'lade,  returning 
to  this  subject,  wrote  that  he  had  the  light  to  apjioint  such 
courts,  unless  there  were  a  colonial  law  to  the  contrary. - 
There  was  no  such  law,  as  the  act  of  1710,  alreaily  refei'i-ed 
to,  clearly  shows.  This  decision  pleased  Spotswocxl,  and 
as  there  wcie  some  ciiminal  cases  to  be  tiled,  he  ajtpointed 
a  special  con  it  of  oyei'  and  teJiuiner,  consisting  of  five 
councilors  and  four  other  persons.  Only  one  of  the  couu- 
ciloi's  was  willing  to  serve.  He  was  perhai<s  William 
C!ocke,  whom  IJyrd  pronounced  "a  devoted  t!reaturc  to  the 
Lieut  Goveiuor."  There  was  such  an  ominous  look  on  the 
face  of  the  affair  that  Spotswood  hurriedly  sent  to  England 
an  explanation  of  his  proceeding,  lest  the  other  side  might 
send  over  a  seciet  remonstrance  "to  ]jrivate  Agents,  to  be 
used  for  (concealed  Designs,"  in  which  he  un(|uestionably 
alluded  to  Byrd.' 

The  Council,  in  fact,  which  had  hitherto  been  mostly  for 
Spotswood,  regardless  of  the  affair  of  Byrd  and  LudwcU, 
were  much  aroused.  They  saw  iu  llie  present  step  the 
beginning  of  a  formidable  attack  on  one  of  their  strongest 
positions.     They  sent   a   petiticui  against  the   lieutenant- 

'  Spotswood  Letters,  II.  25. 

-Sainsbury  Papers,  vol.  for  1715-20,  p.  524. 

^  Spotswood  Letters,  II.  260. 
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{,'()Vfriioi's  si'lieiiit;  lu  llie  15o;iiil  of  Tiade,  to  which  eight  of 
them  had  set  tlieir  liaiuls.  Byrd  heard  tlie  news  joyfully. 
"I  am  glad  to  tiud,"  he  wrote,  "that  llie  Council  is  fairly 
iiigaged  with  the  Lieut-Governour.  They  have  a  good 
cause  &  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  procure  justice  to  be  done 
to  them."i  It  was  true,  he  added,  as  if  to  put  himself  Ihor 
oughly  into  toucli  with  his  l)rethjen,  that  he  had  (jnce  pro- 
posed to  make  a  Supreme  Court  in  the  colony,  dillerentiated 
fiom  the  Council,  but  he  had  shown  llie  plan  to  nobody 
but  the  I,ord  Justice,  who  liad  approved  of  il.  His  only 
purpose  had  been  to  obviate  the  absuidity  of  ha\  ing  nieu 
who  knew  no  law,  as  the  councilors  weie,  sitting  on  law 
cases,  and  lie  had  proposed  to  leave  the  Council  the  chan- 
cery jurisdiction,  which  would  enaljle  Ihem  to  retain  their 
salary  of  jCSSO  a  year.  He  lunl  thought,  too,  that  it  would 
be  good  to  have  the  quit-rents  paid  out  in  salaries  to  the 
judges,  who  would  spend  it  in  Vii-ginia,  and  that  it  would 
also  be  a  good  thing  because  it  would  encourage  the  Vir- 
ginians to  bring  up  their  sons  to  be  lawyers.  'I'hese  were 
his  reasons,  ''and  not  the  mean  prospect  of  being  one  of  the 
Judges  myself."  But,  he  said,  since  the  Council  was  op- 
posed to  tlie  plan  he  should  certaiidy  not  urge  it  again. 

Up  to  tills  time  Byrd  had  had  free  access  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  but  tliat  body,  inllucnccii,  no  doubt,  by  Spotswood's 
allusion  to  "private  Agents,"  now  olyected  to  receiving 
addresses  through  him.  lie  insisted  that  as  a  member  of 
tlie  Council  he  should  be  heard  iu  this  matter  which  af- 
fected the  Council  so  much,  and  on  this  ground  they  told 
him  he  might  appear.  Bui  he  wrote  to  Ludwell  that  the 
Assembly  ought  to  have  an  agent  of  its  own,  since  Black 
iston,  the  agent  appointed  by  the  Council,  was  iu  tlie  inilu- 
ence  of  Spotswood.  In  Yirginia  the  Assembly  was  in 
oj)position  to  the  lieutenant  governor.  Spotswood  dechued 
that  it  was  composed  nioslly  of  relatives  and  dependents  of 
the  disaffected   councilors.     It    met    in  April,    IT  IS,   and 

'  To  Ludwell,  Sept.  24,  1717.     In  llie  possebBioii  of  Uie 
Virginia  Hiatorioiil  Society. 
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elected  Bywl  its  ugent  in  Englaiul.  Spotswood  vetoed  the 
1)111,  but  the  bui'gesses  resolved  that  they  wonld  jjay  Ibe  sal- 
ary of  the  agent,'  and  By  id  proceeded  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  oflice.^ 

Byi'd  was  diligent  enough  in  the  meantime.  "We  have 
nothing  to  fear  if  we  miscarry,"  he  said  to  Ludwell,  *' foi' 
he  cant  be  more  our  adversary  than  he  is  already."  •*  Be- 
fore the  board  he  was  very  active,  but  he  could  make  but 
little  impression.  That  body  was  from  the  l^egiuuing  on 
Spotswood's  side.  They  took  the  opinion  of  llie  attoi-uey- 
general,  who  declared  that  Spotswood  had  the  right  lie 
claimed,  but  that  it  woidd  be  impolitic  for  hiuj  to  use  it 
except  on  extraordinary  occasions.  This  decision  they 
sent  to  Spotswood,  saying  that  they  hoped  he  would  use  the 
power  thus  assured  to  him  very  discreetly.''  Byrd  then 
appealed  to  the  king,  lie  did  not  now  doubt,  he  said,  tlie 
legality  of  the  lieutenaid-governoi's  action,  but  he  submit- 
ted liiat  it  gave  him  a  privilege  dangerous  to  the  libcities 
of  his  ]\Iajesty's  subjects.  The  king  called  on  tlie  Board  of 
Trade  for  an  account  of  the  whole  case,  which  they  sent, 
evidently  tiled  of  the  aflaii',  with  the  opinion  that  it  was 
not  the  peojfle  of  Virginia  who  were  disturt)ed,  but  only 
"those  persons  who  would  engross  tlie  priviliges  of  being 
sole  Judges  in  all  criminal  cases."  Against  this  strong 
»il)iuion  Byrd  could  make  no  headway,  and  the  ajipeal  to 
tiie  king  came  to  nauglil.^ 

Ill  the  meantime  Spotswood  was  pressing  liotly  ou  the 
councilors  in  Virginia.  He  had  learned  tiiat  in  the  ad- 
dress which  eight  of  tlieni  had  sent  to  iMiglaud  he  had  beeu 
charged  with  introducing  into  the  government  "new  inea- 

1  Spotswood  Letters,  II.  278.  171&-20,  pp.  tJ5U,  662,  669,  671,  675, 

-  Ibid.,  II.  304,  307.     Byrd'H  in-  677,  6H(i. 

structionB  from    tlie   Asseinljly  'Ibid.,  p.  691.     Byrd's defense 

were  dated  May  30,  1718.     (See  of   tlio    Council    in    re{;ard    to 

Sainsbury  Papers,  vol.  lor  171.'i  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  is 

1720,  p.  710.)  preserved  among  the  MSS.  in 

3  Letter  of  Sept.  24,  1717.  possession  of  the  Virginia  Ilis- 

*  Sainsbury    Papei-s,    vol.    for  toricnl  Sucii-ly. 


Ixxii  C0L0NP:L    WILLIAM   EYRD 

sums"  of  daugeious  consequences.  On  Manih  12,  1718 
when  five  of  the  eight  subscribers  were  present,  he  brought 
this  statement  to  their  notice,  and  demanded  that  lliey 
shoukl  i)oint  out  what  "new  measures"  he  had  proposed. 
The  confused  councilors  asked  that  the  matter  be  j.osl 
poned  till  the  next  meeting,  when  all  of  the  eight  sub 
.scribers  would  be  present.  Spotswood  replied  that  he 
would  have  thought  an  hour  long  enough  to  renurmbei'  one 
of  these  very  dangerous  "new  measures,"  but  that  lie  woultl 
give  them  the  time  they  desired.'  March  31  .seven  of  the 
subscribers  were  present,^  and  they  gave  for  tlieii'  answt:r 
that  it  was  not  proper  "to  meddle  with  that  Lettci'  with- 
out directions  from  their  Lordships,"  especially  since  nego- 
tiations for  peace  between  the  two  factions  were  in  progress. 
Spotswood  replieil  that  he  knew  proposals  of  peace"  had 
been  proposed,  but  that  they  were  not  accepted,  and  he 
ordered  it  entered  in  the  minutes  that  lie  had  called  on  his 
oppimeuls  for  speciticalions  of  their  chaiges  and  had  got 
none,  and  that  he  concluded  they  could  give  none. 

But  Spotswood  was  to  liave  one  more  chance  to  humble 
the  piide  of  his  opponents.  On  May  11,  1718,  he  ap 
pearcd  in  Council  with  the  opinion  of  the  attorney-geneial 
in  regard  to  the  holding  of  courts  of  oyer  and  teiniiner. 
"Then,"  say  the  minutes,  "the  Governor  asked  those  (Jentn 
of  the  Council  who  have  hitherto  disputed  the  right  of  the 
Oovernor  to  nominate  the  Judges  of  the  Ci>urts  of  (^yer  and 
Terminer  whether  they  now  acquiesced  that  the  (Jovernor 
has  a  Power  of  constituting  (he  Judges  of  these  courts  with 
or  exclusive  of  the  Council,  u])on  which  the  said  CJentii 
said  that  they  acquiesced  in  the  Determination  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  Trade."  When  he  nextappointed  acom  t 
of  oyer  and  terminer,  howevci',  he  ainiounced  that  he  .should 
name  councilors  only,  but  that  each  member  must  publicly 

1  Council  Minutes.  Nathaniel    Harrieon,    and    Ed- 

■iThey   were    Robert   Carter,  mund    Berkeley.     John    Lewis 

Jamea    Blair,    Ptiilip    Ludwell,  waa  absent 

John  Smith,   William    BasbetL, 
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acknowledge  that  he  held  by  virtue  of  Spotswoud's  ap- 
pointiiii'iit  and  not  because  lie  was  a  couneihu- ;  and  in  this 
the  Council  acquiesced.'  Thus  passed  the  oyei-  and 
terminer  controversy. 

If  this  were  Hi)otswood's  sloiy,  it  would  be  ])rof]table  to 
look  at  all  the  charges  agaiust  him;  but  enough  has  been 
told  to  show  how  the  general  atVair  allectcd  liyrd,  who  was 
S|)otswood's  most  active  opponeul.     Let  us  iiowturn  loByrd. 

The  statement  matle  in  the  Council  on  March  ',>\,  that 
peace  negotiations  were  on  foot,  was  true.  They  had  been 
started  by  Nathaniel  Harrison  at  the  suggestion  of  Spots- 
wood.  Haiiison  was  already  veering  around  from  I.udM'ell 
and  Uyrd.  A  letter  of  his  to  Ijudwcll  shows  that  liyrd's 
influence  was  waning.  "I  consider,"  said  he,  "the  conse- 
quences if  Colo  I'.yrd  should  ever  obtain  his  end  and  Come 
here  Covernor  and  we  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  Dif- 
fer with  hini.  Now  that  Colo  liyid  will  come  here  in  that 
Station  I  liave  much  reason  to  think  and  therefore  we 
shoukl  act  so  as  not  to  give  him  any  advantage  agaiust  us 
by  which  he  might  keep  us  in  awe."'-'  It  is  doubtful  whe- 
ther or  not  Byrd  was  really  ijopulai'  in  Virginia.  He  was 
so  much  of  the  line  gentleman,  with  highly  cultivated 
tastes,  tliat  it  would  have  been  natural  enough  foi'  him  to 
have  stood  aloof  from  the  real  life  around  him. 

As  soon  as  Spotswood  was  sure  of  his  victory  in  the  oyer 
and  terminer  matter  he  moved  straight  on  his  eucmy.  On 
July  1,  1718,  he  proposed  to  Orkney,  his  sui)crior,  to  have 
Byrd,  Ludwell,  and  Blair  removed  from  their  scats  in  the 
Council.^  August  J!t  Orkney  was  l)efore  the  Board  of 
Traile,  and  said  that  inasmuch  as  amicable  arraugemenis 
of  the  difficulty  had  failed,  he  should  now  rc(iucst  the  boaid 
to  hold  an  investigation,  and  to  dismiss  the  party  who 
should  be  found  guilty.^     The  board  postponed  tlie  matter; 

1  Council  Minutes,  Duo.  9, 1718.  sgaiiiMljiiry    Papers,    vol.    for 

'Letter,  May   16,   1719.     IL  is  1715  :il),  \j  712 

in  the  poHsession  of  the  Virginia  ■•  Ibiil.,  \i.  725. 
Historical  Society. 
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but  in  the  meantime  SpoLswood  wrote  them  to  urge  the  re 
moval  of  Byrd  from  the  Council  on  account  of  liis  lon;^  ub- 
senee.i  This  move  gave  Byrd  serious  concern.  He  aslvcd  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  do  nothing  in  regard  to  it  till  the  Ihiee 
gentlemen  affected  were  heard  from.  But  in  Februaiy 
J7I!»,  Spotswood  again  urged  the  removal  of  "that  implac- 
able gentleman  Byrd,"  who  called  always  on  his  friends  for 
complaints,  whether  true  or  false,  in  hopes  of  worrying  Ihc 
Council  at  last  into  the  removal  of  Si)ots\vood.  The  boar<l 
did  not  need  this  urging.  On  February  21  they  recom- 
mended the  king  to  a])point  Mi'.  Cole  Digges  a  councilor  in 
the  place  of  Byrd,  who  had  been  absent  from  the  colony  fur 
three  and  a  half  years.-  Then  Byrd  humbled  himself,  as  is 
shown  in  the  following  absliact  in  llie  Sainsbiiry  Papers  :^ 
"William  I{yrd  to  the  Loids  of  Trade— To  convince  their 
Lordshiiisthatheis  sincerely  inclined  to  peace,  he  promises 
to  employ  ail  the  credit  he  has  with  the  Council  to  dispose 
them  to  a  siucere  pacilication  upon  the  terms  of  the  Lieut. 
Governors  own  plan  but  to  do  this  good  work  efiectually 
begs  their  Lordshii)s  to  i)repare  the  way  by  Miiting  letleis 
both  to  the  Lieut.  Governor  &  to  the  Council  on  the  .scv- 
eial  points  which  he  especially  lefers  to  "  ;  and  if  this  were 
done  he  thought  haiinony  would  be  restored.  Orkney 
seconded  this  reijucst,''  and  the  boaid  yielded  so  much 
that  on  April  8  they  recommended  Digges  to  be  of  the 
Council  in  the  room  of  Edmund  Berkeley,  deceased ;  and 
as  if  to  keep  Byrd  still  iu  awe,  they  recommended  that 
Peter  Beverley  be  appointed  in  Byrd's  place.^  On  June 
25  the  (juestion  of  removing  Byrd  came  up  in  the  privy 
council.  lie  sent  them  his  reasons  for  his  long  absence, 
and  asked  that  he  might  stay  in  England  a  year  longer. 
The  ])etition  was  sent  back  to  the  board,  with  orders  foi-  a 
full  report,«  perhaps  to  kill  time  while  Byrd   proved  the 

'  Spotswood  Letters,  II.  304.  '■>  Ibid.,  March  24,  1719. 

~  Sainsbury    Papers,   vol.   for  *  Ibid.,  p.  Tfio. 

1715  2U.     See  entry  under  Feb.  'Ibid.,  p.  76(j. 

--»,  1719.  Mbid.,  p.  788. 
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sincerity  of  his  professions  of  a  desire  for  peace.  Byrd 
at  last  got  orders  from  tlie  king  coiiliiiuing  liini  in  the 
Council,  and  ariived  willi  Iheni  in  Virginia  about  Febru- 
ary 1,  1720.  But  since  he  had  not  been  suspended  llu-y 
were  uuuecessaiy,  and  he  resumed  his  seat  in  Council  with 
his  former  raidv.  On  Ai)ril  2i)  he  fullillcd  his  promise  as  to 
the  reconciliation  of  the  faelions.  'I'iie  minutes  for  I  he 
day  record:  "Whereas  divers  I)isj)ules  and  Controversys 
have  heretofoie  arisen  between  his  J\lajesty's  lit  Govei-nor, 
and  some  of  the  Council,  occasioned  by  a  difference  in 
opinion  in  matteis  relating  to  the  Ailministratioii  of  the 
(J(jvernment,  Botii  Parties  heartily  inclining  to  put  a  Period, 
as  well  lo  all  i)!ist  (Contentions  iis  lo  prevent  any  futuie  dis- 
cords well  may  hapi)en  of  the  like  natui-e,  have  lhis<lay  mn- 
tuiilly  agreed  that  all  jiast  c.ontioversys  of  what  kind  soever 
between  the  (iovei'uor  and  any  of  the  Council,  be  forc.vei- 
buried  in  Obli\  ion,  and  that  there  may  be  hereafter  no 
other  contention  tlian  who  shall  most  promote  the  King's 
(Service  and  the  put)lic  benefit  of  [he  Colony."  It  was 
agreed  that  all  future  disjiutes  should  be  referred  lo  luig- 
land  for  adjustment.  As  to  the  dispute  which  had  arisen 
in  regard  to  collation  to  ecclesiastical  benefices,  it  was 
agiced  thai  it  should  be  lefei'red  to  the  (Jeneral  Court,  with 
right  of  apjicat  lo  England  if  the  decision  there  was  not 
satisfactoiy.' 

'I'his  dilliculty  left  no  hard  feelings  between  Byrd  and 
Spotswood.  The  latter  had  not  hcsibi-tcd  lo  say  of  the  for- 
mei''s  defense  that  it  was  full  of  lies,  but  when  in  17;J2 
Byrd  made  a  visit  to  Geimanna  in  his  "Progress  to  the 
Mines"  they  met  one  another  with  the  warmth  of  old 
friends. 

I)uring  Ihe  live  strenuous  years  of  his  stay  in  I'aigland 
sad  changes  had  come  into  Byrd's  domestic  life.  He  had 
formerly  lived  liaj>pily  with  his  family  at  Westover,  (juite 
forgetting  London  gaieties.  His  iiie])rcssible  good  nature 
fitted  itself  into  the  quiet  country  life,  as  is  shown  in 
1  Council  Minutes. 
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(he  following  letter  to  Custis,  his  i)rothci-iii-lav\',  writlen 
October  (t,  1709  : 

I  have  lately  been  favored  with  an  unusual  pleasure  from  An- 
tigua, from  which  I  find  we  have  not  altogether  been  forgotten. 
Our  Father  Parke  says  his  time  waa  very  short  and  he  could  not 
write  to  you  then,  but  is  much  in  cliarity  with  us  all.  I  give  yuu 
joy  on  the  blessing  you  have  had  of  a  daughter,  and  Ikjiio  slio 
will  be  an  oi-nament  to  the  sex,  and  a  hajipiness  to  her  pareni.s. 
Our  son  sends  you  his  dutiful  respects,  and  I  may  venture  to  say, 
as  much  for  Miss  Evelyn,  who  has  grown  a  great  romp,  and  en- 
joys very  robust  health.  How  is  Madam  Dunn?  for  tliere  goes  a 
prophecy  about,  that  in  the  eastern  parts  of  Virginia  a  parson's 
wife  will,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1710,  have  four  children  at  a 
birth,  one  of  which  will  be  an  admiral,  and  another  Arel\bishop  of 
Canterbury.  What  the  other  two  will  prove,  the  sybil  cannot 
positively  say,  but  doubtless  they  will  be  somctliiug  extraordi- 
nary.i 

The  chiiiige  froiu  the.se  rural  delif^hts  to  TiOndon  was 
sudden,  and  lie  wrote  Hial  lie  round  I  he  town,  wliieh  t'oi- 
nierly  hsid  so  many  eliaiins,  lastelcss  euoiigli  now.  In 
fact,  his  lieart  was  with  his  family  at  Westover.  To  his 
wife  he  was  warmly  altaelied.  Two  of  liis  eliildreu,  both 
I)oys,  had  died  before  he  hit  his  lioiiie.  Oiu'  other,  the 
famous  Evelyn,  lie  had  left  there  with  liei'  mother;  and 
now  eame  tlie  news  of  another  one,  the  little  AVillielniiiia, 
who  M'as  born  Novcin))er  0,  1715.  But  when  lie  realized 
I  hat  his  staj^  would  be  long',  he  sent  for  liis  wife,  who  ar- 
rived in  the  summer  or  fall  of  171G.  The  trip  was  ill  fated 
lor  her.  In  Deeenibei-  she  died  of  smallpox.  Byrd  .sent 
an  aecouut  of  her  de;illi  lo  Custis  in  the  following  letlei', 
dated  December  Hi,  171(J-: 

When  I  wrote  last  I  little  expected  that  I  should  be  forced  to 
tell  you  the  very  melancholy  news  of  my  dear  Lucj''s  death,  by 
tlie  very  same,  cruel  distemper  that  destroyed  her  sister.  She  was 
taken  with  an  insupportable  pain  in  her  head.  The  doctor  soon 
discovered  the  ailment  to  be  the  small-pox,  and  we  thought  it  best 

'  Parke,  Recollections  of  Washington,  p.  27  (Lossing's  Edition). 
^Custis,  Recollections  of  Washington,  p.  32  (Lossing's  Edition). 
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to  tell  her  tlie  danger.  She  received  the  newg  without  the  leant 
fright,  and  was  persuaded  she  would  live  until  the  day  she  died, 
which  happened  in  12  hours  from  the  time  She  was  taken,  tira- 
cioua  God  what  pains  did  she  t»ike  to  make  a  voyage  hither  to 
seek  a  grave.  No  stranger  ever  met  with  more  respect  in  a  strange 
country  than  slie  had  done  here,  from  many  persons  of  distinc- 
tion, who  all  pronounced  her  an  honour  to  Virginia.  Alas  !  how 
proud  was  I  of  her,  and  how  severely  am  1  punished  for  it.  But 
I  can  dwell  no  longer  on  so  afflicting  a  subject,  much  less  can  I 
think  of  any  thing  else,  therefore,  I  can  only  recommend  myself 
to  your  pity,  and  am,  aa  much  as  anyone  can  be,  dear  brother, 
your  most  aflectionate  and  humble  servant,  W.  Byrd. 

In  Sejitenilier,  1717,  Evelyn  ai-rived  in  London.  Per- 
hap.s "Williclinina  was  there  already.  Mticli  of  Byid'.s  euerjjy 
was  speiil  ill  llie  edueatiou  of  these  girls.  Evelyn  grew  u|) 
into  a  famous  wit  and  beauty.  The  story  is  tliat  she  was 
very  popular  in  London  society,  and  that  she  loved  the 
Earl  of  Peterborough,  tnit  that.  Byrd  objected  to  the  null ch, 
and  prevented  it.  She  returned  to  Viiginia,  and  died  un- 
married November  13,  1737.  Her  portiail,  showing  a  beau 
tiful  face,  hi\s  been  jireserved,  and  an  interest  more  than 
normal  has  eenteied  around  her  fate.  Wilhelniina  niai- 
ried  Thomas  Chamberlayne  of  King  William  County,  Vir- 
ginia, and  from  the  union  has  come  a  large  and  worthy 
Virginia  family. 

Byrd's  prolonged  stay  in  London  had  .served  to  form  a 
new  circle  of  friends  there.  The  Assembly  of  the  fall  of 
1720  i)a.s.sed  an  aildress  to  llie  king,  the  uature  of  which  is 
not  known,  and  a]<])ointed  Byrd  to  deliver  it.'  Tims  for 
Ihe  third  time  lie  Wius  made  agent  in  England.-     His  resi- 

•  Sainsbury    Papers,    vol.    for  -  In    1722,     when    Blackiston 

1720-;!0.     Tlie    volume     is    not  was  just  dead,  Spotswood  sug- 

paged,  and  the  entry  referred  gested  to  the  Council  that  either 

to  is  put  out  of  its  regular  order  Byrd  or  John  Carter  would  be 

after  that  of  Aug.  17,  1724.     See  a  good  successor  ;  but  the  Coun- 

also  the  entry  for  March  6,  1721,  cil  chose  Carter.     Carter,  how- 

by  which  it  appears  that  Spots-  ever,  served  but  a  short  time, 

wood  objected  to  the  appoint-  and  the  office  was   then  given 

ment     of    an    agent     by    the  to    Peter    Le    lleup,    although 

Assembly.  Byrd's    name   was    again    sug- 
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tltiu'i^  tliiMi'  lii.slfil  till  U-ti.  W'illiiii  thai  ptriuii,  probably 
III  I7'_'t,  111'  niiiirii'd  ftlariii,  (laughter  of  Tlioinas  Taylor  of 
Ki'ii.siugloii.i  To  lliis  union  a  daui^lilir,  Amu-,  was  boru 
oil  February  5,  1725.  The  jiro.speil  of  a  tamily  seems  to 
have  turned  his  thoughts  back  to  Virgiula.  ilearri\ed  iu 
the  colony  early  in  1726,  and  resumed  his  seat  in  the  Couu- 
cil  on  April  2S.  At  Westover  he  sjient  the  rest  of  his  life, 
devoting  himself  to  the  dignilied  and  cou)teous  piiisuils  of 
a  cultivated  English  country  gentleman.  This  laterpeiiod 
was  the  best  of  his  life.  In  it  he  wrote  his  "  History  of  the 
Dividing  Line,"  "The  Journey  to  the  Laud  of  Eden,"  and 
"The  Progress  to  the  Mines,"  which  undoubtedly  gave  him 
place  as  the  spiightliest  and  most  genial  native  American 
writer  before  Franklin. 

In  1727  the  long  dispute  over  the  NorthCarolina- 
Virginia  boundary  was  ready  to  be  settled,  and  in  Septem- 
ber of  that  year  Byrd  and  Nathaniel  Harrison  were 
api)ointed  commissioners  foi-  that  jjurpose  on  the  part  of 
Virginia.  In  December  of  the  same  year  Harrison  died, 
and  William  Filzwilliams  and  William  Daiidridge  were 
j>ul  into  his  place.  On  February  i:5,  1728,  the  commis- 
sioners received  their  instructions.  By  them  they  were 
empoM-ered  to  run  the  line  independently,  if  the  North 
('arolina  commissioners  refii.sed  or  failed  lo  coojierale  with 
llieni;  and  if  the  people  of  North  Carolina  should  resist, 
they  were  authorized  to  call  out  the  militia  of  the  southern 
counties  of  Virginia  in  their  defense.  How  these  commis- 
sioners executed  their  task  is  seeu  iu  Byrd's  "History  of 
the  Dividing  Line."  This  line  w;is  run  in  1728  and  nut  in 
1729,  as  Byrd  indicates  in  the  dates  in  the  margins  of  his 
manuscript. 

geeted  to  the  Council.    Byrd's  bury  Papers,  1720-30,  entry  for 

agencies  had  not  been  very  sue-  June  2:^,  1722. ) 

cessful.      He  was  perliajis  too  '  Maria    Taylor's  sister  niar- 

littlo  of   a  sycophant  for   the  ried  Francis  Otway,  who  became 

office.     (See   Council    Minutes,  a  colonel  in  tlie  English  army, 

vol.  for  1721-34,  p.  31,  and  en-  Many  of  Byrd's  letters  are  to 

try  for  April  1, 1723  ;  also  Sains-  him. 
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The  "Ilistoiy  of  llie  Dividing'  Line"  was-\viilten  from  the 
rouji:h  Joiiinal  Byrd  iiiiule  in  t lie  woods.  This  jouiiial  was 
seiil  lo  lOiif^hiiul.'  It  \v:is  but  a  skeleton  of  the  lal<M-  work. 
IJiil  I'eter  Collisoii,  in  England,  heard  of  il,  and  asked  to 
see  a  copy  of  tlie  history  of  the  exj)edition.  Hyrd  wrote 
liini  in  17;5(i  that  he  coidd  not  show  him  the  history  till  it 
was  finished,  but  that  he  would  send  him  the  joniiial,  but 
eantioned  him  not  to  let  it  go  out  of  his  hands  uidess  Sir 
Charles  Wag«'r  wanted  to  see  il.  Somehow  ALirk  (htesby 
saw  il  and  eiim]ilimented  Ryrd  upon  it.  Tci  him  Eyi'd 
wrote  in  I7.')7:  "]  am  obliged  to  you  lorltie  eomjilinient 
you  are  i)lea.sed  to  make  to  my  poor  Perlbi'mauees.  'Tis 
a  sign  you  never  saw  them,  that  you  judge  so  favourably. 
...  It  will  seem  like  a  joke  when  I  tell  you  that  I  ha\e 
not  time  to  linish  thai  work,  lint  lis  very  [eerlaiuj  1  iiave 
not,  for  I  am  always  engaged  on  some  project  for  improve- 
ment of  our  Infanl  Colony.  The  jire.sent  scheme  is  to  found 
a  city  at  the  falls  of  Janus  Kiver,  and  plant  a  colony  of 
Switzers  on  my  Land  upon  Roanoke."  To  CVillison  lie 
wiote,  July  5,  I7.S7,  that  he  expected  lo  (iuish  the  history 
during  the  coming  winter,  and  that  as  he  expected  to  de- 
scribe some  of  the  wild  animals  of  \'irginia,  he  should  lake 
it  kindly  if  Collison  would  make  arrangements  for  some 
eut,s.  The  latter  stateiueni  shows  that  he  inlendetl  lo 
have  the  book  ])rinted.  When  it  was  written  docs  nol 
appear.  - 

Byrd's  literary  style  is  <-haractcri/,cd  by  the  word 
"sprightly."  It  runs  (ui  smoothly  and  cicailj',  and  now 
and  then  there  is  some  droll  phrase  or  witty  com])arison 

1  The  journal    and    the    sur-  which  shows  that  it  was  given 

veyors'  notes  are  published  in  by  Mrs.  Mary  Willing  IJyrd  to 

full     ill     till!     North     Carolina  her    daughter,    Kvelyn    Taylor 

Colonial      liet^onls,      Vol.      II.  Ilarriboii.  TheiiiiscriptioiistateH 

750,    799.  alHo    tiiat    it    was    intended    to 

-The    original    copy    of    the  pass  to  the  latter's  son,  George 

Byrd    MSS.     is    preserved    at  Evelyn  Harrison,  who  died  in 

Brandon.     It  is  a  handsome  old  1839,     leaving     two     children, 

volume  )>oiind  in  wliite  vellum,  fJeorge  E.  and  Isabella  Harrison 

and     contains     an     inscription  of  Bi-an<lon. 
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which  sets  our  minds  to  tillgliuJ,^  It  is  impossible  to  read 
him  without  interest.  It  would  be  hard  to  linil  beluie 
Franklin  a  better  master  of  the  art  of  writing  eleai', 
forceful,  and  charming-  English.  His  pages  abound  in 
the  free  and  easy  speeches  which  were  allowed  in  the 
English  literature  of  the  day,  but  no  man  ever  used 
them  with  more  telling  force,  or  with  more  of  that  iv 
huemeut  of  touch  which  makes  them  wit  instcatl  of  grois 
awkwardness. 

Byrd's  last  appointment  to  a  prominent  oflicial  duly  was 
to  be  first  of  the  commission  to  survey  the  bounds  of  the 
Northern  Neck.  This  task  was  performed  in  ]73G,  but 
yielded  no  entertaining  history,  as  that  of  1728.  Of  his  as 
signment  to  this  arduous  iluty,  Byrd  said  in  Decembei-,  J7,i5, 
in  a  letter  to  Spotswood  :  "I  suspect  Ihe  Council  has  done 
me  this  honour  with  the  wicked  design  of  wearing  the 
Oldest  out  tiist,  &  uuiking  a  vacancy  near  the  chaii'.  Yel 
I  hey  may  happen  to  l>e  bit,  because  so  much  exercise  and 
ihauge  of  Air  may  piobably  renew  my  Age,  and  enable  me 
to  hold  out  with  the  most  Vigorous  of  them  except  your 
old  friend  the  Commissary."  On  this  expedition  Byrd  and 
his  associates  visitetl  (Jeinianna,  whejc,  as  he  said,  ''Colo 
Spotswood  received  us  veiy  courteously.  And  lest  wc 
should  have  forgot  the  memorable  Battles  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  he  fought  them  all  ovci-  again  to  us  the  nine 
and  fortieth  time." 

Of  Byrd's  latei'  life  at  Westover  we  have  a  suggestion  in 
the  following  extract  from  a  lettci-  to  a  London  friend  : 
"We  that  are  Banished  from  those  Polite  Pleasures,  aie 
forct  to  take  up  with  rural  Entertainments.  A  I^ibrary,  a 
Garden,  a  Grove,  and  a  I'urling  Stream  are  the  Innocciil 
Scenes  that  divert  our  Leizure."  '  In  this  spirit  he  ga\  c 
his  never-tiring  energies  to  the  life  around  him.  He  ex- 
perimented with  new  varieties  of  fruits  ;  he  gave  himself  to 
the  study  of  the  curative  (|ualities  of  the  wild  lu-rbs  of  the 
country  ;  he  sent  advice  to  his  sick  friends  about  their  dis- 
'  To  Mrs.  Armiger,  1729. 
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ordeis,  and  acquired  uiuch  skill  as  a  iieighboihood  quack. 
More  than  all,  he  collected  and  nsed  his  great  library.  It 
is  to  this  time  that  we  are  to  refer  iiiost  of  liis  extant  let- 
ters. They  are  to  people  of  consequence  in  England, 
among  tliem  being  letters  to  Sir  Chailes  AVager,  Sir  Hans 
Sloaue,  M:u'k  Catesby  the  l)otanist,  Sir  Jacob  Acworlli,  Lord 
Isley,  Peter  Collison,  General  Oglelliorpe,  Lord  Egmout, 
and  Lord  Garteiet.  With  all  of  them  lje  seems  to  have 
licen  on  terms  of  cordial  friendship.  These  letters  show 
that  his  London  associates  were  thoughtful  men  of  culture 
who  belonged  to  the  lower  gentry  or  to  Ihc  upiiei  laiiks  of 
the  untitled. 

MiU'h  of  Byrd's  interest  during  this  period  centered  in 
his  estate  of  Westover.  Here  he  lived  in  tlie  tine  old  ))rick 
house  which,  although  twice  burned  since  that  day,  is  at 
present  in  much  the  same  style  as  that  in  wliich  it  was  first 
erected.'  This  lie  adorned  witli  the  iticlures  of  many  of  his 
London  friends.  Anu^nig  theJii  weie  pictui'es  of  Lord  Orrery, 
Sir  Wilfiied  Lawson,  Lord  Oxfoid,  the  Marcpiis  of  italifax, 
the  Duke  of  Argyle,  Sir  Jtobcrt  Soidhwell,  Lady  Elizabeth 
Southwell,  Lord  Egmont,  Sir  (Jiiarles  ^V^ager,  William 
Blathwayt,  General  Daniel  Parke,  Lady  Betty  Cromwell, 
and  Mrs.  Taylor,  who  was  the  "Cousin  Taylor"  of  liis  let- 
ters.- Some  of  these  portraits  still  exist. ■*  There  weie  also 
poi  trails  of  his  children  and  of  his  two  wives,  and  three 
of  himself,  but  only  one  of  the  last  survives.     Byrd  also 

1  It  is  usually  said  that  Byrd  his  return  from  Bngland.  More- 
built  this  tioiise  in  1737,  on  wliat  over,  in  17:^6  he  was  anxious  to 
grounds  tlie  editor  lias  not  sell  Westover  on  account  of  his 
discovered.  In  1735  Byrd  had  a  delits.  {.See  Letters  to  Pick- 
plat  made  of  the  grounds  show-  ford,  t)ee.  6,  173.'),  and  to  Capt. 
ing  all  the  largest  buildings.  Parke,  Peb.,  173(i. ) 
lie  had  then  tinished  his  -  Byrd  refers  to  this  portrait 
grounds.  He  would  hardly  in  a  letter  to  her  of  Oct.  10,  1735. 
have  done  this  before  he  built.  '  On  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mary 
In  1737  he  was  too  much  einbar-  Willing  Byrd  in  18H  they  were 
rassed  financially  to  build.  It  divided  among  the  heirs.  (See 
would  seem  more  reasonable  to  Mrs.  Byrd's  will,  Va.  Histl.  See. 
say  that  lie  built  shortly  after  Mag.,  Vol.  VI.  346.) 
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aiioi'iied  his  home  wilh  haiulsonie  giouiiib,  wliicli  wtre 
long  fanioiis  lor  their  beauty.  Anliiuey  said  of  llieiii  in 
177!)  tliat  they  were  laid  out  wilh  great  lasli-,and  [iicsenUd 
a  deliglitliil  view  from  Ihe  ri\ii.'  'I'iic  lil)rary  w  lii«  h  lie 
liad  here,  when  it  was  sold  in  1778,  niiiuheivd  niai  l>  liiiu 
Ihousaud  volumes.  It  w;is,  no  doubt,  the  laigisi  |>ii\ale 
lil)rary  in  the  English  speaking  colonies.-  II  Mas  cullcclid 
ehietly  by  Ihe  .second  Byrd,  and  the  eiiaraclt  r  i<\  Ihr  books 
shows  that  his  liteiary  Utsle  was  Ihe  lust. 

Byrd  had  the  ordinary  \'irginian's  land  hunger.  The 
Title-book,  which  he  caused  to  be  prepaied,  gi\<s  a  li>l  ot 
all  his  holdijigs.  Hesiilcs  Ihe  2(),2;{1  acres  he  inht  riled 
from  his  father,  he  aet|uired  \'iist  tiiU-ls  on  his  own  acconid. 
'i'he  records  show  that  hi;  bought  \arious  small  tracts  be- 
fore his  depiu'lure  for  luigland  in  1715:  iu  1707,  in  two 
tracts,  1203  aeies  ;  in  1710,  in  two  tracts,  til8  aci'cs  ;  and  in 
1712,  in  four  tracts,  .'5702  acres.  Hut  it  was  al'lci-  the  sni- 
vey  of  the  dividing  line  in  1728  that  llie  fever  foi-  specula- 
lion  seized  him.  T'he  sight  of  vasi  Iracis  of  fcilili;  rixcr- 
boltoms  in  the  west  Wiis  loo  much  foi-  him.  His  lirst  ac- 
(|uisilion  here  was  20,000  acres,  which  he  bought  from  the 
North  Carolina  commissionei's,  lo  whom  it  Wiis  assigned  iu 
j)aynient  for  Iheir  services.  It  w;is  located  at  the  junction 
of  Ihe  Dan  and  Iivine  rivers,  near  the  ancient  village  of 
Ihe  iSaiira  Indians.  II  wasso  fcrlile  llial  Byrd  called  it  the 
"  Land  of  Eden."  Tlii-rc  was  sonic  <-rilicisni  afterward 
about  Ihe  fairmss  of  his  nulhod  of  actjuisii  ion,  but  il  si-cnis 
lo  have  been  unl'ouiulcd.  II  was  to  lay  out  this  had  Ihal 
he  took  his  Journey  to  Ihe  Land  of  lOden  iu  17.').'!.  Bui  his 
survey   did   not    include   Ihe    rich    sile  of   Hit;  abandoned 


'  Anburey's  Travels  through 
InteriorPartsof  America,  II.  32'J. 

-  Among  thii  bookH  in  Byril's 
library  were  llie  two  nianuHcripb 
volumes  of  the  Southampton 
Papers,  copied  for  the  earl  of 
that  name  when  the  Virg-inia 
Company  waa  dissolved.     Tlu-y 


remained  in  possession  of  the 
earl's  family  till  after  the  lie.itli 
of  liisKonin  ItiU?.  Atthattime, 
says  Ktitli,  "  the  late  Ool.  Uyrd'.s 
Father,  l)eiiig  then  in  lOngland, 
purchased  them  of  his  l^xeuu- 
tors,  for  sixty  Guineas." 
(Stith's  Hist,  of  Va.,  p.  vi.) 
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Saura  Towu,  and  in  1743  he  took  out  from  the  North  Caro- 
lina goveruiuent  a  patent  for  (iOOO  acres,  to  include  that 
delit;litful  spot.  Eut  the  long  distance  to  those  lauds  led 
him  to  desire  some  intermediate  ])lantation  for  the  con- 
venience of  going  and  coming.  The  site  lie  hit  upon 
was  the  rich  bottoms  and  islands  of  the  Roanoke  at  the 
point  where  it  is  fojuicd  by  the  Dan  and  the  Staunton. 
Here  in  1730  he  patented  1550  acres  on  Eluestone  Creek, 
in  1733  he  bought  751  acres  more,  and  in  1738  lie  patented 
in  four  tracts  2!)10  acres  more,  all  at  the  forks  of  Roanoke. 
'J'his  speculation  had  got  a  decided  hold  on  him,  and  in 
174U  he  surpassed  all  his  other  efforts  by  patenting  105,000 
acres  on  both  sides  of  the  Dan  at  the  point  at  which  it  is 
united  with  the  Dieo,  and  stretching  from  thence  to  the 
North  Carolina  line.'  lie  then  bought  a  small  plantation 
of  12!J  aci'es  on  Melien'in  River  as  a  half-way  house  to  the 
Roanoke  lands.  To  these  lands  are  to  be  added  those  he 
accpiired  from  the  Parke  estate,  which  embraced  9710 
acres,  and  1330  acres  which  he  had  by  will  of  Thomas 
(Irendon.  '^riuis  liyid  owned  when  he  died  no  less  than 
179,410  acies  of  the  best  laud  iu  Virginia.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  his  large  grant  on  the  Dan  and  Ilico,  these  ac- 
(luisitions  were  not  exti'aordinary  foi'  the  times,  as  one  may 
see  who  will  read  the  Council  Minutes. 

Of  course  Byrd  did  not  expect  to  <;ultivate  all  these 
lands.  He  expected,  peihaps,  to  sell  much  of  each  of  the 
huge  tracts,  and  to  liold  the  rest  for  cultivation  at  some  fu- 
ture time.  This  is  indicated  by  his  buying  land  at  the 
forks  of  Roanoke  and  on  Meheriin  for  intermediate  stages. 
Rut  his  exiiectations  to  .sell  were  not  realized.    Among  his 


'  This  large  gi-ant  was  to  be 
free  if  he  ahould  beat  one  hun- 
dred Protestant  families  on  it 
by  1737.  This  he  failed  to  do, 
and  he  had  to  pay  for  the  land 
at  the  oi'dinary  rates,  which 
made  it  cost  him  i;525.  Tlie 
deed  is  dated  in  1742.     He  got 


the  land  asHigiied  much  sooner, 
as  we  see  froni  his  letters. 
Probably  the  patent  was  not  is- 
sued formally  till  1712,  or  reis- 
sued at  tliat  time.  iJyrd  in  1710 
wrote  tliat  lie  had  already  paid 
for  this  land.  (See  letter  to 
Leaderger,  Nov.  12,  1740, > 
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letters  are  several  which  relate  to  the  scheme.  One  of 
them  shows  that  he  hiul  expected  a  colony  of  Swiss,  which 
were  taken  instead  to  South  Carolina,  where  they  suffcretl 
severely  from  the  climate.  He  had  at  lirst  held  on  I  foi  :i 
sale  in  a  large  tract  to  a  colony ;  bnt  as  lliat  fuilctl,  he-  con 
sented  to  sell  to  individuals,  and  for  that  purpose  jdaced 
an  agent  on  the  land,i  and  gave  him  the  most  minute  di- 
rections about  his  conihict  there.  Byrd  died  possessed  of 
most  of  these  lands ;  bid  they  were  valuable  property,  lor 
the  tide  of  southwaid  immigration  was  just  about  to  come 
to  that  region.  Tt  is  likely  ihal  the  thiid  Kyid  realized  a 
good  profit  on  his  father's  investment. 

During  most  of  the  period  co\ered  by  the  existing  coi- 
respoudeuce  liyrd  was  much  embanassed  by  the  l^erry 
debt,  which  had  been  incuiied  in  1711  on  account  of  the 
l^arke  estate.  He  had  jjaid  the  most  importunate  of  the 
debtors  in  1715,  and  funded  the  rest  of  the  debts  at  live  pei' 
cent,  interest.^  This  was  so  easy  that  he  did  not  con- 
cern himself  to  create  a  sinking  fund.  Early  in  the  extant 
letters  we  find  that  he  was  hard  pressed  by  "  Aldernuin 
Perry  "  for  the  payment  of  the  jnincipal.  Tlie  matter  was 
galling  to  his  independent  spirit.  July  2,  17.SG,  he  wrote: 
''My  affairs  are  now  a  little  mended  with  Alderman  Perry. 
I  am  selling  olf  I.,and  and  Ncgioes  to  stay  the  stomack  of 
that  hungiy  magistrate.  1  had  much  rather  incommode 
my  self  a  little  than  continue  in  the  Gripe  of  that  IJsurei-. 
I  liave  already  lessened  my  Debt  near  a  Thoasaiid  Pounds, 
and  I  hope  to  wipe  ofl'  the  whole  Score  in  a  short  time." 
He  continued  to  pay  as  much  as  he  could  each  yeai',— it  was 
usually  i;500,— till  in  1710  the  amount  due  was  dClOOO,  and 
he  was  trying  to  borrow  that  to  dischaige  the  debt.  This 
affair  was  all  the  more  har;issing  because  Peii'y  exjiected 
to  have  Byrd's  tobacco.    The  latter  finally  stopped  sending 

'To  Wood,  March  10,  1711.  sibly  six  per  cent,  at  first,  but 

-  CuBtis,       Recollections       of  afterward  reduced   to  five  per 

Washington,    p.    28    (Lossing's  cent.     In  1736  the  common  rate 

Edition).    The  interest  was  pes-  was  three  per  cent. 
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it  to  liiiii  Ix'c-iiiise  Perry  gave  hiiu  twenty-five  per  cent,  less 
than  otliers  gave.  This  made  the  laeichaiit  luoi'e  impor- 
luiiale  tliaii  ever.'  It  is  lilvely  that  tlie  ili-|)t  was  finally 
(lischaiged  by  1744.  So  great  liad  been  IJyrd's  distress 
tiiat  in  173(»  he  was  seeking  to  sell  Westover  in  order  "to 
cniancipale  niyselt  from  that  slavery  to  whieli  ail  debtors 
aic  subject."  - 

IJyril's  long  residence  abroad  and  liis  reading  of  the  best 
works  dev(-loped  bieadtli  ol'  view  in  regard  to  some  impor- 
tant social  and  political  afl'airs.  Tims  his  position  on 
slavery  was  ahead  oi"  his  time.  To  Oglethorpe  he  wi'ote, 
July  12,  173{),  to  congi'atulate  him  on  the  exclusion  of  rum 
and  negroes  from  Cieorgia ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  it 
would  be  p(issil)le  to  keep  rum  out,  for  tlie  "Saints  of  New 
I'^ngianil  "  woulil  find  a  way  to  impoit  it.  Tiieir  rum  was 
called  "Kill  De\il  "  iu  Virginia.  Nobody  elsecould  "slii» 
tliiough  a  penal  statute"  like  the  New-I]nglandeis.  "They 
impoit  so  many  Negroes  hither  that  I  fear  tlie  Colony  will 
some  lime  or  other  be  Confirmed  by  the  name  of  New 
(Juinea."  Sla^'ery,  he  said,  made  the  wliite  jjeople  proud 
and  disdainful  of  work,  and  their  resulting  poverty  gave 
them  a  tendency  to  pilfering.  The  presence  of  many 
negroes  forced  the  whites  to  be  .severe  with  them. 
Viiginia  did  not  practise  the  cruelty  ou  the  negiocs 
Ihiit  the  islands  jjractised,  but  it  was  necessary  to  hold 
a  "tort  rein"  on  them,  and  that  was  repugnant  lo  a 
good-natured  man.  He  also  feared  that  a  servile  war 
would  come,  and  he  urged  that  the  British  government 
should  put  a  stop  to  the  slave-trade.^  In  anothei'  letter  he 
says  :  "Our  negroes  are  not  so  numerous  or  so  enterpjis- 
ing  as  to  give  us  any  apprehension,  or  uneasiness,  nor  in- 
deed is  their  Ijabour  auy  other  than  Gardening,  &  less  by 

1  There  inubt  have  been  ac-  without    inconvenience.      Evi- 
cumulated  interest  on  this  debt,  dently  to  Otway. 
for  in  173ti  Byrd  said  that  if  he         -'l"o  Capt.  Parke,  Feb.,  1736. 
had  £2000  I'roni  his  wife's  estate         ^This   letter  is   reprinted    in 
he  could  slop  Perry's  cry  for  a  the    American    Historical    Re- 
while,  and  pay  off  the  balance  view,  Vol.  [. 
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far,  Ibaii  what  the  poor  People  unclergo  in  other  eoimtiys. 
Nor  are  auy  crueltys  exeioisetl  upon  them,  unless  by  great 
aecideut  they  happen  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  liiule, 
who  always  passes  here  for  a  Monslei'."  When  he  wrole 
this  letter  he  was  trying  to  peisuade  his  eoi'iespondent  lo 
move  to  Virginia,  and  under  sueh  eircumslances  miboily 
eould  better  sing  the  praises  of  the  colony. 

lu  his  old  age  Byrd  had  some  hope  of  getting  otiice.  In 
17;?(j  '  he  wrote  to  ask  a  fjiend  to  use  his  iuflueuee  with  Sir 
Robeit  Walpole  to  get  liim  an  oltice.  He  wante<l  to  be 
governor,  and  hinted  that  the  ottiee  would  be  suitable  to 
him,  if  (iooeh  were  given  something  better.  In  17.!7  he 
asked  Sir  Chai'les  W^ager  to  use  his  intlueiu'e  to  get  him 
the  office  of  surveyor  of  the  customs  for  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  America.  It  was,  he  said,  worth  £500  a  year,  and 
that  would  "diseutangle  me  from  all  my  Difficulty s  and 
make  me  perfectly  easy."  But  in  each  case  his  ainl)ition 
was  disappointed.  The  only  lionoi-  that  came  to  him  was  the 
piesidency  of  the  Council,  to  which  he  succeeded  aflcj'  llu' 
death  of  Commissary  Blair  in  171.3.  This  was  a  place  of  mucii 
dignity  but  of  little  power.  To  Byid  it  ])robably  was  a  little 
disappointing  that  he  should  have  been  pi'eceded  in  the 
(Udincii  by  Blaii',  Avhose  constitution  held  out  till  he  was 
eighty-seven  years  old.  Blaii's  mind  lenmined  acute  till  the 
last,  but  his  hearing  faileil  as  early  as  1741,  and  that  nuule 
it  necessary  for  Byrd  to  preside  over  the  (jieneial  ('ourl.- 

About  Byrd's  own  death,  which  occuried  August  2U, 
17-1-t,  little  is  known.  He  was  buried  in  the  garden  al 
AVestover  which  he  had  loved  so  much,  and  theie  is  found 
to  this  day  liis  monument  wilh  the  epitaiih  which  has  been 
quottd.  His  will  was  proved  by  his  wife,  J\laria  Byrd,  one 
of  the  executors,  in  March,  1714-15.^ 

'  July   2.     The   name  of   tlie  corded  in  England,  but  a  search 

correspondent  is  not  given.  made  for  the  Editor  at  Sonier- 

-To  Otway,  l^'eb.  10,  1741.  set  House,  London,   where  the 

3  It  liat)  been    supijosed   that  regiKter  of  wills  is  kept,  fails  to 

this  will  would   liave  been  re-  fliid  Bueh  a  doeuinent. 
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The  name  of  the  second  William  Byrd  has  always  been 
held  in  great  esteem  in  Virginia.  His  portrait  shows  a 
highly  reliiied  if  a  somewhat  haughty  face.  Under  his 
management  Westovei'  was  known  thronghout  the  colony 
foi-  its  eleganee,  its  hospitality,  and  its  good  company.  He 
has  become  the  idol  of  his  large  family  connections,  and 
from  his  esthetic  sense  he  has  received  from  them  tlie  name 
of  the  "Black  Swan"  of  the  family.  His  own  writings  le- 
veal  to  lis  a  man  possessed  of  great  kindliness  of  heart  and 
indefatigable  energy.  He  seems  to  have  been  in  his  life  as 
well  as  in  his  writings  a  man  of  si))ighlly  mind  and  engag- 
ing personality.  It  is  certain  there  were  few  men  in  all 
the  colonies  who  were  socially  moie  delightful.  His  per- 
sonality must  be  more  and  more  known  and  enjoyed  as 
Americans  become  more  and  more  cultivated. 

About  William  Byrdi'i,  who  succeeded  to  most  of  his 
father's  estate,  there  is  but  little  to  be  said.  He  was  still  a 
child  when  his  father  died,  and  his  life  shows  Ihi-  lack  of 
the  training  lie  would  have  had  IVom  such  a  wise  fathei-. 
He  mairied,  April  ii,  1748,  Elizabeth  Caiter,  the  heiiess 
of  "Shirley."  At  the  time  he  was  perhaps  nineteen,  and 
slie  was  only  sixteen  and  a  half.  The  maiiiage  seems  to 
have  been  an  unhappy  one.  In  17tJU,  within  six  months 
after  the  death  of  this  wife,  he  married  Mary  Willing  ol' 
I'liilailclpliia,  with  whom  he  lived  hajjpily.  He  died  by 
his  own  hand,  January  1,  1777.  He  held  prominent  oHice 
in  the  colony.  For  some  years  he  was  a  niembei'  of  the 
Council,  and  was  one  of  the  judges  in  the  famous  "Parsons' 
<'ase"  of  17()l{,  in  which  he  voted  on  tlie  side  of  the  parsons. 
He  was  given  command  of  the  Heeond  Virginia  Kegiuient, 
raised  after  Braddock's  defeat  in  1755  to  |>jotect  the  fron- 
ticis  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Washington  had 
»-ommand  of  the  Fii'st,  and  it  is  no  bad  eomplinicut  to  Byrd 
that  he  acquilted  himself  cieditably,  since  his  conduct  was 
open  to  compaiison  with  that  of  his  ilistinguished  colleague. 
He  was  afterward  commissioner  to  the  Cherokee  Indians. 
His  sympathj',  howevei',  in  the  Revolution  was  with  Eng- 
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laud,  iiiul  his  oldest  living  sou  was  a  captain  iu  the  English 
aimj'.'  Aubuiey  says  of  him:  "His  great  abilities  aud 
personal  aecomplishiueuts  "were  universally  esteemed,  l)ut 
being  infatuated  with  play,  his  aflairs,  at  his  death,  were  iu 
a  deranged  state.  The  widow  whom  he  left  with  eight 
ehildreu,  has,  by  prudent  management,  preserved  out  of 
the  wreek  of  his  j)rineely  fortune,  a  beautiful  liome,  at  a 
place  called  Westovei-,  upon  Janu-s  Kiver,  some  i)ersoual 
property,  a  few  plantations,  aud  a  luimbei-  of  slaves."  - 
This  quotation  tells  all  we  need  to  know  about  the 
squandering  of  the  sjilcndid  property  which  the  sou  of  the 
goldsmith  had  built  up,  and  which  the  elegant  "Bhtelc 
Swau  "  had  been  able  to  pieserve.  With  its  departure 
went  the  influence  of  the  family.  The  estate  of  Westover, 
the  last  of  the  property,  was  sold  after  the  death  of  Mis. 
Mary  Williug  Byrd  in  1814  for  division  among  her  ehildreu.^ 
It  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  iu  the  hands  of  jjcople 
who  have  appreciated  its  liistoric  impoitanee,  aud  to-day 
the  massive  colonial  house,  with  its  hamlsomely  carved 
doorway  and  the  fine  old  gateway,  breathe  a  warm  odor  of 
the  courtly  life  wliich  ouce  made  it  known  on  many  another 
liver  than  the  James. 

1  But  another  son  served  with  it  to  Major  Drewry.  In  1901  it 
the  Americans  through  ttie  war.      was  bought  from  the  Drewry  es- 

-  Travels  in  Interior  America,  tats  by  Mrs.  William  McC.  Kain- 

II.  329.  say,  who  proposes  to  restore  it 

2  Westover  was  then  pur-  in  colonial  style  and  make  it  her 
chased  by  William  Carter,  who  liome.  It  was  twice  burnt,  but 
lived  there  for  four  orflve  years  ;  each  time  was  rebuilt  in  the  old 
but  becoming  financially  iu-  style  by  the  Byrds.  Tlie  last  tire 
volved  through  indorsing  for  a  was  on  the  occasion  of  the  chris- 
friend,  he  sold  it  to  a  Mr.  Don-  tening  of  that  Wdliam  Byrd 
that,  who  had  gained  |10U,0U0  in  who  died  at  Caen  in  1771.  (See 
a  lottery.  After  his  death  it  was  Genealogy,  Appendix  B. )  Ttie 
sold  to  J.  E.  Harrison  of  Bran-  facta  iu  this  note  are  from  noti's 
don.  He  found  it  so  far  from  made  by  Miss  pjlizabuth  Byrd 
Brandon  that  it  was  inconveni-  Nicholas  of  Washington  City, 
ent  to  keep  it,  and  he  sold  it  to  and  preserved  by  the  Virginia 
John  Selden,  who  at  length  sold  Historical  Society. 
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Run  ill  Ihe  Year  1728. 


EFORE  T  enter  upon  the  Journal 
of  llie  Line  hetween  Virg'inia  and 
Noith  Carolina,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  clear  the  way  to  it,  by 
shewing  how  the  othei-  liiitish 
('olonies  on  the  Main  have,  one 
alter  the  other,  been  carved  out  of  Virginia,  by 
Grants  from  his  Majesty's  Royal  Predecessors. 
All  that  part  of  the  Northern  7\inei-icaii  (Jontinent 
now  under  the  Dominion  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  Stretching  quite  as  far  as  the  Cape 
of  Florida,  went  at  Jh'st  under  the  General  Name 
of  Virginia. 

The  only  Distinction,  in  those  early  Days,  was, 
that  all  the  ( -oast  to  the  Southwaid  of  Chesapeake 
Bay  was  called  South  Virginia,  and  all  to  the 
Northward  of  it.  North  Virginia. 

The  first  Settlement  of  tliis   fine   Country  was 

3 
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owing  to  that  great  Ornament  of  the  liritish  Na- 
tion, Sii-  Walter  Raleigh,  who  obtained  a  Grant 
thereof  from  Queen  Elizabeth  of  ever-gloiions 
Memory,  by  Letters  Patent,  dated  March  the  25lh, 
1584. 

But  whether  that  (lentleman  ever  made  a  Voy- 
age thither  himself  is  uncertain;  because  those 
who  have  favour'd  the  Public  with  an  Acc<junt  of 
His  Life  mention  nothing  of  it.  However,  thus 
much  may  be  depended  on,  that  Sir  AValter  invited 
sundry  persons  of  Distinction  to  Share  in  his 
(Jharter,  and  join  their  I*urses  with  his  in  the  laud- 
able project  of  fitting  out  a  Colony  to  Virginia. 

Accordingly,  2  Ships  were  Sent  away  that  very 
Year,  under  the  Command  of  his  good  Friends 
Amidas  and  Barlow,  to  take  possession  ^A'  ihc 
('Ounliy  in  the  Name  of  his  Roial  Rli slices,  the 
Queen  of  England. 

These  worth}'  ('onunandei's,  for  the  advantage 
of  the  Trade  Winds,  shaped  their  Course  first  to 
the  Charibbe  Islands,  thence  stretching  away 
by  the  Gulph  of  Florida,  dropt  Anchor  not  far 
from  Roanoak  Inlet.  They  ventui'cd  ashoar  near 
that  place  upon  an  Island  now  called  Colleton 
island,  where  they  set  up  the  Arms  of  England, 
and  Claimed  the  Adjacent  Country  in  Right  of 
their  Sovereign  Lady,  the  Queen;  and  this  Cere- 
mony being  duly  perfoi-med,  they  kindly  invited 
the  neighbouring  Indians  to  trattick  with  them. 

These  poor  people  at  first  approacht  the  English 
with  great  Caiition,  ha\ing  heard  much  of  tht; 
Treachery  of  the  Spaniards,  and  not  knowing  but 
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these  Stiaiifi^eis  might  l)e  as  treucherous  as  they. 
But,  at  length,  discovering  a  kinci  of  good  nature 
in  their  looks,  they  ventured  to  diavv  neai-,  and 
barter  their  Skins  and  Fuj-s,  for  the  Bawbles  and 
I'rinkets  of  the  English. 

"^riiese  first  Adventurers  made  a  very  proiitahle 
Voyage,  raising  at  least  a  Thousand  per  eent. 
upon  their  Cargo.  Amongst  other  Indian  Com- 
modities, they  brought  over  Some  of  that  bewitch- 
ing Vegetable,  Tobacco.  And  this  l)eing  the  first 
that  evei'  came  to  England,  Sir  Walter  thought  he 
could  do  no  less  than  make  a  present  of  Some  of 
the  brightest  of  it  to  His  Koial  Mistress,  for  her 
own  Smoaking. 

The  Queen  graciously  acce])ted  of  it,  but  find- 
ing her  Stomach  sicken  aftei-  two  or  thi-ee  Whiffs, 
it  was  presently  whispered  by  the  eai-l  of  Leices- 
ter's Faction,  that  Sir  Waltei-  had  certainly  Poi- 
son'd  Her.  lint  Her  Majesty  soon  recoveiing  her 
Disorder,  obliged  the  Countess  of  Nottingham 
and  all  her  Maids  to  Smoak  a  whole  Pipe  out 
amongst  them. 

As  it  happen'd  some  Ages  betV)re  to  be  the  fash- 
ion to  Santer  to  the  Holy  l^and,  and  go  upon  other 
Quixot  Adventures,  so  it  was  now  grown  the 
Hmnoui"  to  take  a  Trip  to  America.  The  Span- 
iards had  lately  discovered  Pich  Mines  in  their 
Part  of  the  West  Indies,  which  made  theii- Maritime 
Neighbours  eager  todo  so  too.  '^i''his  Modish  Frenzy 
being  still  more  Inllam'd  by  the  Charming  Account 
given  of  Virginia,  by  the  first  Adventurei-s,  made 
many  fond  of  removeing  to  such  a  Paradise. 
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ILippy  was  he,  and  still  happier  She,  that  cou'd 
get  themselves  transpoited,  foiully  expec-tlii<ji^  their 
Coarsest  Utensils,  ill  that  happy  place,  wonld  he  of 
Massy  Silver. 

This  made  it  easy  foi-  the  Company  to  procure 
as  many  A^olunteers  as  they  wanted  for  theii-  new 
Colony;  but,  like  most  othei-  Undertakers  who 
have  no  Assistance  from  the  Piiltlic,  Ihey  Stai-\ed 
the  Design  by  too  nnich  Pruo^ality;  for,  unwili- 
ino-  to  Launch  out  at  first  into  too  nuicli  Ex- 
pense, they  Shii)'t  off  but  few  People  at  a  Tinu', 
an<l  Those  but  Scantily  provided.  The  Adven- 
tni'ers  were,  besides,  Idle  and  exti-avag-ant,  and 
expected  they  might  live  without  work  in  so  pleiili- 
ful  a  (Jountry. 

These  Wretches  were  set  Ashoai-  not  far  from 
Roanoak  Ijdet,  but  by  some  fatal  disagreement,  or 
I^aziuess,  wei-e  either  Starved  oi'  cut  to  I'icces  by 
llie  Indians. 

Several  i-epeated  Misadventures  of  this  kind  did, 
for  some  time,  allay  the  Itch  of  Sailing-  to  this 
New  Woild;  but  the  Distemper  bi-oke  out  ag-ain 
about  the  Year  1(50(5.  Then  it  happened  that  the 
Earl  of  Southamjtton  and  several  other  Persons, 
eminent  for  their  Quality  and  Estates,  were  in- 
vited into  the  Company,  who  apply'd  themselves 
once  more  to  People  the  then  almost  abandon'd 
Colony.  For  this  purpose  they  embarkt  about  an 
Hunched  men,  most  of  them  Eiprobates  of  good 
Familys,  and  related  to  some  of  the  comjiany,  who 
were  men  of  Quality  and  Fortune. 

The  Ships  that  carried    them  made  a  Shift  to 
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find  ii  more  diiect  way  to  Vif^inia,  and  ventui-ed 
thro  the  Capes  into  the  Bay  of  Chesapeak.  The 
same  Niglit  tliey  came  to  an  Anchor  at  the 
Mouth  of  Powatan,  tlie  same  as  flames  River, 
where  they  built  a  Small  Foit  at  a  Place  calPd 
Point  Comfort. 

This  Settlement  stood  its  jjjronnd  from  that  time 
forward  in  spite  of  all  the  lilunders  and  Disa- 
j^reement  of  the  Hrst  Adventurers,  and  the  many 
(Jalamitys  that  befel  the  Colony  afterwards. 

The  six  gentlemen  who  wei'c  (irst  named  of  the 
com[)any  by  the  ciown,  and  who  were  empowered 
to  choose  an  amuial  President  from  among  them- 
selves, were  always  engaged  in  Factions  and 
Quarrels,  while  the  I'est  detested  Work  nuM'e  than 
Famine.  jVt  tliis  rate  the  Colony  nuist  have  come 
to  nothing,  had  it  not  been  for  the  vigilance  and 
liravery  of  Capt.  Smith,  who  struck  a  Teirour  into 
all  the  Indians  rouml  about.  This  Gentleman  took 
some  pains  to  perswade  the  men  to  plant  Indian 
corn,  but  they  lookt  upon  all  Labor  as  a  Curse. 
They  chose  rather  to  depend  upon  the  Musty  Pro- 
visions that  were  sent  from  England:  and  when 
they  fail'd  they  were  forct  to  take  more  pains  to 
Seek  for  Wild  Fruits  in  the  Woods,  tlian  they 
would  have  taken  in  tilling  the  (ironnd.  Besides, 
this  Bxposd  them  to  be  knockt  on  the  head  by  the 
Indians,  and  gave  them  Fluxes  into  the  iiargain, 
which  thindthe  Plantation  very  much.  To  Supply 
this  moi'tality,  they  were  reinfoi-ct  the  year  follow- 
ing with  a  greater  mimber  of  People,  amongst 
which  were  fewer  Gentlemen  and  more  Labour- 
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ers,  who,  however,  took  care  not  to  kill  themselves 
Avith  Work.' 

These  found  the  First  Adventurers  in  a  vei'y 
starving  condition,  l)ut  relievd  their  wants  wiUi 
the  fresh  Supply  they  hronght  with  them.  From 
Kiquotau  they  extended  tliejuselves  as  far  as 
James-Town,  where  like  true  Englishmen,  they 
built  a  Chiu'ch  that  cost  no  moje  than  I'^ill.) 
Poinids,  and  a  Tavern  that  cost  Five  hundied." 

They  had  now  made  peace  with  the  Indians,  l)nt 
there  was  one  thing  wanting  to  make  that  [)eaee 
lasting.  The  Natives  coud,  by  no  means,  per- 
swade  themselves  that  the  English  were  heartily 
their  Friends,  so  long  as  they  <lisdained  to  inter- 
marry with  them.  And,  in  eainest,  had  the  Eng- 
lish consulted  their  own  Secui'ity  and  the  good  of 
the  Colony  —  Had  they  intended  either  to  Civilize 
or  Convert  these  Gentiles,  they  would  have  brought 
theii'  Stomachs  to  embrace  tliis  prudent  Alliance. 

The  Indians  are  generally  tall  aiid  well-propor- 

1  This  paragraph  appears  in  beautified  it.  It  was  sixty  by 
the  manuscript  as  a  note.  It  twenty-four  feet,  with  cliancel 
seems  best  to  follow  Wynne  in  and  pews  of  cedar  and  a  corn- 
placing  it  in  the  text. —  Editor,  munion-table  of  black  walnut. 

-Tho  lirat  place  of  worship  in  "The  church,"  says  a  contem- 
Janicstown  was  an  old  sail  porary,  "  was  so  cast  as  to  be 
stretched  between  some  trees,  very  light  within  and  the  Lord 
Next  a  tent  was  used.  Then  a  Governor  caused  it  to  l)e  kept 
rude  wooden  church  was  built  passing  sweet,  trimmed  up  with 
whicl)  Smith  describes  as  "a  divers  flowers."  On  the  con- 
homely  thing  like  a  barn,  sot  trary,  there  was  no  tavern  in 
upon  crotchets,  covered  with  the  colony  in  1623,  as  may  be 
rafts,  sedge  and  earth,  so  was  seen  from  the  complaint  of  Na- 
also  the  walla."  This  building  tlianiel  Butler  against  the  Com- 
was  burnt  in  1608,  but  rebuilt  at  pany  and  from  the  reply  of  the 
once.  Lord  Delaware,  who  ar-  latter  thereto, 
rived  in    1610,   renovated    and 
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tion'd,  which  may  make  full  Amends  for  the  Dark- 
ness of  their  (^miplexions.  Add  to  this,  that  they 
are  healthy  &  Sti-ong,  with  Constitutions  untainted 
by  Lewdness,  and  not  enfeel)led  l)y  Luxury.  Be- 
siiles,  ISIorals  and  all  eonsideied,  I  cant  think  the 
Indians  weje  much  greater  TTeathens  than  the  first 
Adventurei's,  Avho,  had  they  been  good  Clu'istians, 
Avould  have  had  tlie  Chai-ity  to  take  this  only 
method  of  eonv.ei'ting  the  Natives  to  diu-istianity. 
Foi-,  after  all  that  can  be  said,  a  sprightly  Lover  is 
tile  most  [)revailing  Missionary  that  can  be  sent 
amongst  these,  or  any  other  Infidels. 

Besides,  the  poor  Indians  would  have  had  less 
reason  to  ('om[)lain  that  the  Lnglisli  took  away 
their  Land,  if  they  had  received  il  by  way  of  Por- 
tion with  their  Daughters.  Had  such  Allinities 
been  contracteil  in  the  Begimiing,  how  much 
Bloodshed  had  been  prevented,  and  how  popidous 
would  tile  (Country  have  been,  and,  consequently, 
how  considerable  ?  Nor  Avou'd  the  Shade  of  the 
Skin  have  been  any  repi'oach  at  this  day;  for  if  a 
Moor  may  be  washt  wliite  in  3  Generations,  Surely 
an  Indian  might  have  been  blancht  in  two. 

The  French,  for  their  Parts,  have  not  been  so 
Squeamish  in  Canada,  who  U])on  Trial  liiid  abun- 
dance of  Attraction  in  the  Indians.  Their  late  Grand 
Monarch  thought  it  not  below  even  the  Dignity  of 
a  Frenchman  to  become  one  tlesh  with  this  People, 
and  thei-efore  Ordered  100  Livres  for  any  of  his 
Subjects,  ISlan  or  Woman,  that  woud  intermarry 
with  a  Native. 

By  this  piece  of  Policy  we  find  the  French  In- 
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terest  very  much  Sti'eiiglheii'd  aiiioii<i,-sL  the  >Sav- 
a<^es,  and  llit-ir  Keligioii,  such  as  it  is,  |)r()|)a<;-att;<l 
just  as  far  as  tlieir  Jjove.  And  I  heartily  wisii  this 
well-concerted  Scheme  don't  hereal'ter  j^'ive  the 
French  an  Advantage  over  his  ISIajesty's  good 
Subjects  on  the  Northern  Conlinenl  of  America. 

About  the  same  time. New  l^jugland  was  pared 
off  from  Virginia  by  Letters  l*alent,  bearing"  date 
April  the  10th,  1008.'  Several  Gentlemen  of  the 
Town  and  Neighbourhood  of  Plymouth  obtain'd 
this  Grant,  with  the  Jjd  Chief  flustice  Popham  at 
their  Head. 

Their  Bounds  were  Specilied  to  Extend  from  HB 
to  45  Degrees  of  Northern  Jiatitude,  Avith  a 
lireadth  of  one  Hundred  Miles  from  the  Sea 
Shore.  The  first  bl  Years,  tliis  CJompany  en- 
coiinter'd  many  Dilliculties,  and  lost  many  men, 
tho'  far  fi'om  being  discourag-ed,  they  sent  ovei' 
Numerous  Recruits  of  Presbyterians,  evei'y  year, 
who  foi'  all  that,  had  nuich  ado  to  stand  their 
Ground,  with  all  theii-  Fighting  and  I'raying. 

But  about  the  year  HiliO,  a  J^arg-e  Swarm  of  Dis- 
senters fled  thither  from  the  Severities  of  their 
Stepmother,  the  Ohuich.  These  Saints  conceiv- 
ing the  same  Aversion  to  the  (Jop[ter  C!omplexion 
of  the  Natives,  with  that  of  the  lirst  Adventurers 
to  Virginia,  would,  on  no  Tei'ms,  contract  Alli- 
ances with  them,  afraid  pt-i'haps,  like  the  Jews  of 
Old,  lest  they  might  be  diawii  into  Idolati'y  by 
those  Strange  Women. 

'  The  ehartei'H  of  the  London  and  \hv  I'lymoiilli  companies 
were  both  dated  AiJi-il  lu,  Kidti.  . 
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Whatever  disgusted  them  1  cant  say,  but  this 
false  delicacy  creating  in  the  Indians  a  dealousy 
that  the  F^nglish  were  ill  affected  towards  them, 
was  the  Cause  that  many  of  them  were  cut  off, 
and  the  I'est  Exposed  to  varitms  Distresses. 

This  lieinforcement  was  landed  not  far  from 
Cape  Codd,  where,  for  their  greater  Security  they 
built  a  Fort,  and  near  it  a  Small  Town,  which  in 
Ilonoui"  of  the  Propi-ietors,  was  cali'd  New  Ply- 
mouth. But  they  Still  had  many  discoui'agements 
to  Struggle  with,  tlio'  by  being  well  Supported 
tVom  Home,  they  by  Degi'ces  'I'riumpli't  over  lliem 
all. 

Their  Bretheren,  after  this,  llockt  over  so  fast, 
that  in  a  few  Years  they  extended  the  Settlement 
one  hundred  Miles  along  the  (Joast,  including 
Rhode  Island  and  Martha's  Vineyard. 

Thus  the  (Jolony  thi'ove  apace,  and  was  throng'd 
with  large  Detachments  of  Independents  and 
Pi'esbyterians,  who  thought  themselves  pei'seeuted 
at  home. 

Tho'  these  People  may  be  ridiculd  for  some 
Pharisaical  Particularitys  in  their  Worship  and 
Hehaviour,  yet  they  were  very  useful  Subjects,  as 
being  Fiugal  and  Industrious,  giving  no  Scandal 
or  bad  Example,  at  least  by  any  Open  and  Public 
Vices.  iiy  which  excellent  (Qualities  they  had 
nuich  the  Advantage  of  the  Soulheiii  Colony,  who 
thought  their  being  Members  of  the  Establisli't 
C/hurch  sullicieut  to  Sanctilic:  wvy  loose  and  I'l'of- 
ligate  Morals.  For  this  iieason  New  England 
improved  nuich  faster  than  \''irginia,  and  in  Seven 
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or  Eight  Years  New  Plimouth,  like  Switzerland, 
seenid  too  Nari'ow  a  Tei-i'itory  for  its  Inhaltitaiits. 

For  this  Keason,  several  (Tentleiueii  of  Fortune 
purchas'd  of  the  Company  tiiat  (Jaiitou  of  NeAv 
England  now  called  Massachuset  colony.  And 
King  James  contirm'd  the  Purchase  liy  his  Royal 
Chaitei-,  dated  Mai-eh  the  4th,  1(528.  In  K-ss  than 
2  years  after,  above  lOOO  of  the  l*uritanical  Sect 
removed  thither  with  considerable  Effects,  and 
these  were  followed  by  such  Crowds,  that  a  Pi-oc- 
lamation  was  issued  in  England,  forbidding  any 
more  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  to  be  Shipt  off. 
But  this  had  the  usual  Effect  of  things  forbidden, 
and  serv'd  only  to  make  the  AVilful  Independents 
Hock  over  the  faster.  And  about  this  time  it  was 
that  Messrs.  Hampden  and  Pym,  and  (some  say) 
Oliver  Cromwell,  to  show  how  little  they  valuc<l 
the  King's  Authority,  to(jk  a  Trip  to  New  England. 
In  the  Year  ItioO,  the  famous  City  of  Boston 
was  built,  in  a  Connnodious  Situation  for  Trade 
and  Navigation,  the  sajiie  being  on  a  Peninsula  at 
the  Bottom  of  Massachuset  liay. 

This  Town  is  now  the  most  considerable  of  any 
on  the  British  Continent,  containing  at  least  8,000 
houses  and  40,000  Inhabitants.  The  Trade  it 
diives,  is  very  great  to  Europe,  and  to  every  Part 
of  the  West  Indies,  having  near  1,000  Ships  and 
lessei-  Vessels  belonging  to  it. 

Altho  the  Extent  of  the  Massachuset  Colony 
reach't  near  one  Ilundied  and  Ten  Miles  in  Ecngtli, 
and  half  as  much  in  Hreadth,  yet  many  of  its 
Inhabitants,    thinking   they    wanted    Elbow-room, 


THE   DIVIDING   IJNE  13 

quitted  their  Old  Seats  in  the  Year  1G3G,  and 
formed  2  New  C'olonies:  that  of  Connecticut  and 
New  Haven.  Tliese  Kin<^  Cluules  tlie  2d  erected 
into  one  (Government  in  1()(>1,'  anil  gave  them  many 
Vahiable  Piiviledges,  and  among  the  rest,  that  of 
chusing  their  own  Governors.  The  Extent  of 
these  united  Colonies  may  be  about  Seventy  Miles 
long  and  lii'ty  broad. 

Besides  these  several  Settlements,  there  Sprang 
up  still  anothei-,  a  little  more  Northerly,  called  New 
Hampshire.  But  that  consisting  of  no  moi'e  than 
two  Counties,  and  not  being  in  condition  to  Sup- 
port the  Charge  of  a  Distinct  Goveriunent,  was 
glad  to  be  incoi'pf)rated  with  that  of  Massaclniset, 
but  upon  (/ondition,  however,  of  being  Named  in 
all  Public  Acts,  for  fear  of  being  quite  lost  and 
forgot  in  the  Coalition. 

In  like  manner  New  Plymouth  joyn'd  itself  to 
Massaclniset,  except  only  Rhode  Island,  which, 
tho'  of  small  l<]xtent,  got  itself  erected  into  a  Sep- 
arate government  by  a  Charter  from  King  Charles 
the  2d,  soon  aftei-  the  Tiestoi-ation,  and  continues 
so  to  this  day. 

These  Govei'nments  all  contnnied  in  Possession 
of  their  Respective  Rights  and  Pi-ivileilges  till  the 
Yeai-  1()8;},"'  when  that  of  Massachiiset  was  made 
Void  in  l<]ngland  by  a  Quo  Wai'ianto. 

In  Consequence  of  which  the  King  was  pleased 
to  name  Sir  Ednmnd  Andros  His  first  Goveiiior 
of  that  (Jolony.     This  Gentleman,  it  seems,  ruled 

1 16G2.  1U81,  thill  judgment  in  this  suit 

-  It  was  not  till  October  23,      was  linully  entered. 
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them  with  a  Rod  of  Iiou  till  the  Revolution,  wlien 
they  laid  unhallowed  Hands  upon  lliui,  and  sent 
hiin  Piisoner  to  England. 

This  undutiful  pi-oeeeding  met  with  an  easy  for- 
giveness at  that  happy  Juncture.  King  AVilliani 
and  his  Royal  Consort  weie  not  only  pleasd  to 
overlook  this  Indignity  offered  to  their  (jovei-nor, 
but  being  made  sensible  how  unfairly  theii'  Charter 
had  been  taken  away,  most  graciously  granted 
them  a  iiew  one. 

By  this  some  new  Franchises  wei-e  given  tliem, 
as  an  Equivalent  for  those  of  (Joining  Money  and' 
Electing  a  governoui',  which  wei-e  taken  away. 
However,  the  other  Colonies  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island  had  the  luck  to  i-emain  in  Posses- 
sion of  their  Original  Charters,  which  to  this  Day 
have  nevei'  been  calld  in  Question. 

The  next  Country  dismeml)ered  fiom  Virginia 
was  New  .Scotland,  claimd  by  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land in  Virtue  of  the  first  Discovei-y  by  Sebastian 
Cabot.  By  Colcjur  of  this  Title,  King  James  the 
lirst  gi-anted  it  to  Sir  William  Alexander  by  Patent, 
dated  September  the  JOth,  1()2J. 

Hut  this  Patentee  never  sending  any  Colony 
thither,  and  the  French  believing  it  very  Conve- 
nient for  them,  obtained  a  Suriender  of  it  from 
their  good  Friend  and  Ally,  king  Charles  the  ;>d, 
by  the  Treaty  of  Bre.la.  And,  to  show  their  giat- 
itude,  they  stirred  up  the  Indians  soon  after  to 
annoy  their  Neighbours  of  New  England.  Mnv- 
ders  happend  continually  to  his  Majesty's  Sub- 
jects by  their  Means,  till  S''  William  Phipps  took 
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their  Town  of  Port  Royal,  in  the  ye;u'  1G90.  IJiit 
as  the  En<iflish  are  l)etter  at  takin<^  than  keeinn<^ 
Stron*^  1  Maces,  tlie  French  retook  it  soon,  and  re- 
niaiiul  Masters  of  it  till  1710,  when  General  Nich- 
olson wrested  it,  once  more,  out  of  their  Hands. 

Afterwards  tlie  C^neen  of  Gireat  Britain's  Right 
to  it  was  reco<^ni/ed  and  eonlii-jued  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht. 

Another  Linib  lopt  off  fi'oni  Virginia  was  New 
York,  which  the  J)ntcli  seized  very  unfaii-ly,  on 
pretence  of  having  Piu'chasd  it  from  ('aptain  Hiul- 
son,  the  first  Discovei'cr.  Nor  was  theii-  way  of 
taking  Possession  of  it  a  wliit  more  justifiable  than 
their  pretended  Title. 

Their  West  India  Company  tamperd  with  some 
worthy  Knglish  Skippeis  (wJio  had  contracted 
with  a  Swarm  of  English  Dissenters  to  tiansport 
them  to  Hudson  river)  by  no  means  to  laud  them 
there,  but  to  carry  'em  some  leagues  moi-e  northeily. 

This  Dutch  Finesse  took  Exactly,  and  gave  the 
Company  time  soon  after  to  seize  tlie  Hudson 
River  foi-  themselves.  Hut  IS'"  Samuel  Ai'gall,  then 
governor  of  Virginia,  understanding  liow  the 
King's  Subjects  had  I)een  abused  by  these  ItepiU)- 
licans,  nuu'cht  thither  with  a  good  Foi-ee,  and 
obligd  them  to  renounce  uH  pretensions  to  that 
Country.  The  Avoist  of  it  was,  the  Knight  de- 
pended on  their  Parole  to  Ship  themselves  to  I3ra- 
sile,  Jmt  took  no  measures  to  make  this  Slippeiy 
People  as  good  as  their  Woid. 

No  sooner  was  the  good  (iovernor  retired,  but 
the    honest    Dutch    bejiun    to    build    Foits    and 
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strengthen  themselves  in  their  ill-gotten  Posses- 
sions; nor  (lid  any  of  the  King's  l/iege  People  take 
the  tronble  to  drive  these  Intrnders  tlienec.  The 
Civil  War  in  England,  And  the  Contnsions  it 
brought  forth,  allowed  no  J.eisiH'e  to  sneh  distant 
Considerations.  Tho  tis  sliange  that  tlie  Protee- 
tor,  who  neglected  no  Oeeasion  to  nioilily  the 
Dutch,  did  not  afterwards  call  them  t(j  Account 
foi-  this  breach  of  h^iitli.  Ilowevei-,  after  the  lies- 
toration,  the  King  sent  a  Squadron  of  his  Ships  of 
War,  under  the  Commajid  of  Sir  Robert  Carr,'  and 
reduced  that  Province  to  his  Obedience. 

Some  time  after,  ITis  Majesty  was  Pleasd  to 
grant  that  Countiy  to  his  lioyal  Highness,  the 
Duke  of  York,  by  Letters  Patent,  dated  Maich 
the  12th,  Mm.  But  to  shew  the  Modesty  of  the 
Dutch  to  the  Life,  tho  they  had  no  Shaddow  of 
Kight  to  New  York,  yet  they  demanded  Surinam, 
a  more  valuable  Country,  as  an  Equivalent  for  it' 
and  ou]'  able  Ministers  at  that  time  had  the  Gen- 
erosity to  give  it  them. 

But  what  wounded  A^irginia  deepest  was  the 
cutting  off  Makyi.ani)  fiom  it,  by  Chaiter  from 
King  Charles  the  1st,  to  sir  CiL-orgti  CJalvcit,  after- 
wards Ld  lialtimore,  bearing  date  the  20th  of 
June,  1G;52.  The  Truth  of  it  is,  it  begat  much 
Speculation  in  those  days,  how  it  came  about  that 
a  good  Piotestant  King  should  bestow  so  bounti- 
ful a  Gi-ant  up(m  a  Zealous  Roman  catholic,  lint 
'tis  probable   it  was  one   fatal    Instance   amongst 

'  Carr  was  only  one  of  the  conuuanders  of  tills  expedition 
and  Nicoll  may  be  well  regarded  as  chief  commander.    ' 
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many  other  of  his  Majesty's  compUiisance  to  the 
Queen. 

However  that  happened,  'tis  ceiiain  this  Prov- 
inee  afterwards  provd  a  Coniniodions  Retreat  for 
J'ersons  of  that  Comnmnion.  The  Memory  of  the 
(«iin-Powder-Treason-Ph)t  was  Still  fresh  in  every 
body's  mind,  and  made  England  too  hot  fo)-  Pa- 
pists to  live  in,  without  danger  of  heing  Inirntwith 
the  Pope,  e\eiy  5th  of  November;  for  whieli  rea- 
son Legions  of  them  ti-ansplanted  themselves  to 
Maryland  in  Ordei-  to  be  Safe,  as  well  from  the 
Insolence  of  the  Populace  as  the  lligour  (jf  the 
( ^o^'el•nment. 

Not  only  the  Gun-Powder-Ti'eason,  but  evei-y 
othir  Plot,  ])oth  pi'etended  and  real,  that  has  been 
liiiuip't  up  in  England  e\er  Since,  has  helpt  to 
]'eo))le  his  Lordshi])'s  I'ropriety. 

But  what  has  provd  most  Serviceable  to  it  was 
the  (Irand  Re])ellion  against  Iving  (,'harles  the  1st, 
when  every  thing  that  bore  the  least  tokens  of 
Popery  was  siire  to  be  demolisht,  and  every  man 
that  Profest  it  was  in  Jeopardy  of  Suffering  the 
same  kind  of  iVIartyrdom  the  Romish  Priests  do 
in  Sweden. 

Soon  after  the  Reduction  of  New  Yoik,  the 
Duke  was  pleasd  to  grant  out  of  it  all  that  Tract 
of  Land  included  between  Hudson  and  Delaware 
Kivei'S,  to  the  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  (icorge  Car- 
teret, by  deed  dated  fJune  the  24tli,  KJfJ-l.  And 
when  these  Grantees  came  to  make  I'artition  of  this 
Territory,  His  l^ordp's  ISIoiety  was  calld  West 
Jersey,  and  that  to  Sir  CTieoi<je,  East  Jersey. 
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But  before  tlie  Date  of  this  (Jiunt,  tlie  Swedes 
l)egan  to  o;aiii  Footing  in  part  of  that  Country; 
tho,  after  they  saw  the  Fate  of  New  Yoik,  tliey 
were  ghid  to  SulMuit  to  the  King  of  Enghuid,  on 
the  easy  Terms  of  remaining  in  their  Possessions, 
and  rendering  a  Moderate  Quit-rent.  Their  Pos- 
terity continue  thei-e  to  tliis  Day,  and  think  tiuir 
Lot  east  in  a  mneh  fairer  l^antl  tlian  Dahcai  lia.' 

The  Proprietors  of  New  Jersey,  finding  more 
Trouble  than  Profit  in  theii-  new  Dominions,  made 
ovei-  their  Kight  to  se\'eral  other  Persons,  wlio  ob- 
taind  a  fresli  (Jrant  from  his  Kcjyal  lliglniess,  dated 
March  14th,  1G82. 

Several  of  the  Grantees,  being  Quakers  and 
Anababtists,  faild  not  to  encoui'age  nian}^  of  their 
own  Perswasion  to  I'emove  to  tliis  l*eaceful  lie- 
g'uni.  Amongst  them  were  a  Swarm  of  Scots 
Quakers,  who  were  not  tolerated  to  exei'cise  tlie 
( Jifts  of  the  Spirit  in  their  own  Conntr}'. 

Besides  the  hopes  of  being  Safe  from  Persecu- 
tion in  this  Retreat,  the  New  Proprietors  inveigled 
many  over  l)y  this  tempting  Account  of  the  Coun- 
try: that  it  was  a  Place  free  from  those  8  great 
Scoui-ges  of  Mankind,  Pi'iests,  Lawyers,  and  T*hy- 
sicians.  Nor  did  they  tell  a  Word  of  a  Lye,  foi- 
the  I'eople  were  yet  too  poor  to  maintain  these 
Learned  Gentlemen,  who,  every  whei-e,  love  to  ])e 
paid  well  for  what  they  do;  and,  like  the  rJews, 
cant  breathe  in  a  (Jlimute  where  nothing  is  to 
be  got. 

The  Jerseys  continued  under  the  OJovermnent 

'  Name  of  a  former  province  of  Sweden. 
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of  these  Tioprielois  till  the  Year  1702,  when  they 
iiiiule  a  t'oriiial  SuiTender  ui.  the  Doiiiiiiioii  to  the 
(j>ueeii,  reserving  however  the  l^iopei'ty  of  the  Soil 
lo  themselves.  So  soon  as  the  IJounds  of  New 
fJei'sey  came  to  be  tlistinetly  laid  off,  it  appeared 
lliat  there  was  still  a  Narrow  Slipe  of  Laud,  lying 
betwixt  that  Colony  and  Maryland.  Of  this,  "ivil- 
liam  IVini,  a  Man  of  much  AV^orldly  AV'isdom,  and 
some  P^minenee  among  the  (^nakei's,  got  early 
Notiee,  and,  by  the  Credit  he  had  with  the  Dnke 
of  York,  obtaind  a  I*atent  foi'  it.  Dated  March  the 
Ith,  KM).' 

It  was  a  little  Surprising  to  some  People  how  a 
Quaker  slundd  be  so  nuich  in  the  good  (traces  of 
a  J'opish  I*rinee;  tho,  after  all,  it  nniy  be  pretty 
well  Accounted  for.  This  Ingenious  Peison  had 
not  been  bred  a  Quaker;  but,  in  his  h]arlier  days, 
had  been  a  Man  of  Pleasuie  about  the  Town.  He 
had  a  beautiful  form  an<l  very  taking  Address, 
which  made  him  Succes.sful  with  the  Ladies,  and 
I'articularly  with  a  Mistress  of  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth.  By  this  Gentlewoman  he  had  a 
Daughter,  who  had  Beauty  enough  to  raise  her  to 
be  a  Dutchess,  and  continued  to  be  a  Toast  full 
;{()  Years.' 

But  this  Amour  had  like  to  have  l>rought  our 
Fine  Gentleman  in  Danger  of  a  Duell,  had  he  mA 
discreetly  sheitcrd  himself  undei'  this  peaceable 
I'erswasion.      Besides,  his   Fathei'   having   been   a 

11680-81.  Peiin'H  chiiraoter  and  his  decla- 

2  This  piece  of  London  gossip  rations  were  entirely  at  variance 

seems  not  to  have  been  recorded  with  this  report.    See  (Jlarkson's 

by    any    other    contemporary.  Life  of  Penn  (^1827),  p.  44. 
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Flag-Officer  in  the  Navy,  while  the  Duke  of  Yoik 
was  Lord  High  Afhiiiral,  mjo-ht  reconimeiul  the 
Moil  to  liis  Favour,  l^his  piece  of  secret  Histoiy 
I  thoiiu-ht  pi-oper  to  niention,  to  wipe  off  tlie 
Suspicion  of  his  havin<»-  been  Popishly  iiiciiiid. 

This  (ieiitlemairs  lirsl  (ii'aiit  cojihn<l  llim  with- 
in pretty  Narrow  Bounds,  giving-  him  oidy  tlial 
J'ortion  of  LaiuV  whicli  contains  Huckinghani, 
Phihidelphia  and  Chester  Counties.  But  t"  get 
these  Hounds  a  little  extended,  lie  puslit  His  In- 
terest still  further  with  His  Koyal  IDghness,  and 
obtaind  a  fresh  Grant  of  the  three  Lower  Coun- 
ties, called  New-Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex,  which 
still  reinaind  within  the  New  York  Patent,  and 
had  been  luckily  left  out  of  the  (Jrant  of  New 
Jersey. 

The  Six  Counties  being  thus  incorporated,  the 
Proprietor  dignifyd  the  Avhole  with  the  Name  of 
I'ensilvania. 

The  Quakers  llockt  over  to  this  Country  in 
Shoals,  being  averse  to  go  to  J  leaven  the  same 
way  with  the  Bishops.  Amongst  them  were  not 
a  few  of  good  Substance,  who  went  Vigorously 
upon  every  kind  of  Improvement;  and  thus  much 
I  may  truly  say  in  their  Praise,  that  by  Diligence 
and  Frugality,  For  which  this  Harmless  Sect  is 
remarkable,  and  by  ha\'eing  no  Vices  but  such  as 
are  I'rivate,  they  have  iu  a  f(;w  Years  made  Peii- 
silvania  a  very  fine  Country. 

The  Truth  is,  they  ha\  e  observed  exact  Justice 
with  all  the  Natives  that  boi-der  upon  them;  they 
have  purchasd  all  their  Lands  from  the  Indians; 
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juid  tlio  llu;y  [);ii(l  but  ;i  Tiillc^  i'or  than,  it  li;is  pio- 
cured  lliciu  llitr  (Jicdit  ol'  l)eiii^'  iiiort'  rigliteous 
than  theii-  ]S'ci<;hliouis.  They  luive  hkevvisc;  liad 
tlie  l*i-ii(lcnee  to  ti'eat  tlicni  khully  upon  all  Occa- 
sions, which  has  savd  tlicni  Ironi  jnany  Wai's  and 
Massaci'cs  wherein  the  olhei'  ( loionies  have  l)een 
indiscreetly  involved.  Tlie  Ti-nlh  of  it  is,  a  Peo- 
ple whose  Principles  forbid  lliein  to  draw  the 
C'arnal  Sword,  wei'e  in  the  lii^ht  lo  <^i\e  no 
Provocation. 

IJoth  the  Fi'cnch  and  the  Sj)aniards  had,  in  the 
Name  ol' their  Respective  Monarchs,  lon<j;'  ago  taken 
Possession  ol'  that  Part  ol'  the  Northci-n  Continent 
that  now  goes  by  the  Name  of  Carolina;  bnt  Hiid- 
ing  it  Troiluced  neither  CJold  nor  kSilvei',  as  they 
greedily  expected,  and  meeting  sncli  i-eturns  from 
the  Indians  as  their  own  Crnelt)  and  '^i'reachery 
deser\ed,  they  totally  aban<lond  it.  In  this  de- 
serted ('Ondition  that  country  lay  I'oi'  the  Space  of 
1)0  Yeai's,  till  King  Cliarles  the  2d,  finding  it  a 
1)1^:RI']1.ICT,  granted  it  away  to  the  l^^arl  of  Clar- 
endon and  others,  by  I  lis  Royal  Chai'ter,  dated 
March  tl)e  21th,  KKili.  The  boundary  of  that 
(ii'anl  towai'ds  A'^irginia  was  a  due  West  Line  from 
Luck-Island,  (the  same  as  Colleton  Island,)  lying 
in  3G  degrees  N.  Ijatitude,  (juite  to  the  South  Sea. 

But  al'tei'wai'ds  Sir  William  Heikeley,  who  was 
one  of  the  Crantces  and  at  that  time  (Jovernonr  of 
Virginia,  linding  a  Tei'ritoi-y  of  8J  Miles  in  lireadth 
between  the  Inhabited  Pait  of  Virginia  and  the 
above-mentioned  Bountlary  of  Carolina,  advisd 
the  Loi-d. Clarendon  of  it.     And  His  J^ordp  havl 
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Interest  enough  vvitli  the  King  to  t)ht:iit)  a  Second 
Patent  to  inclmle  it,  (hiled  .June  the  HOth,  Kiiio. 

This  hist  Gi'ant  (les(iil)es  the  liounds  between 
Virginia  and  Cai-olina  in  these  Words:  "To  run 
from  the  North  End  of  (Jorotuck-Inlet,  (hie  West 
to  Weyanoke  Creek,  lying  within  or  about  the 
Degree  of  Thirty-Six  and  Thirty  Minutes  of  North- 
ei'u  Latitude,  juul  i'roni  thence  AVest,  in  a  (Hrect 
Ijiue,  as  Car  as  the  Soutli-Sea."  '  Without  (juestion, 
this  Boiuuhuy  was  well  known  at  the  time  the 
Charter  was  Cranted,  but  in  a  long  (Jouise  of 
years  Weynoke  Creek  lost  its  name,  so  that  it  Ije- 
canie  a  (Jonti'oversy  where  it  lay.  Some  Ancient 
Persons  in  Virginia  allirmd  il  Avas  the  same  with 
Wicocon,  and  otliers  again  in  Carolina  were  as 
J'ositive  it  was  Nottoway  Kiver. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  I'cople  im  the  Frontiers 
Knterd  for  Land,  &  took  out  Patents  by  (Juess, 
cither  from  the  King  or  the  JjOi'ds  Proprietors. 
Jiut  the  C'rown  was  like  to  be  the  losei-  l)y  liiis  In- 
certainty,  because  the  Tei'ins  both  of  taking  u\> 
and  seating  Land  were  easier  nuich  in  (!arolina. 
'J'he  Yearly  Taxes  to  the  Public  were  likewise 
there  less  Inu'densome,  which  laid  Virginia  mider 
a  Plain  disadvantage. 

This  Consideration  put  that  Government  upon 
entering  into  Measuies  with  North  (Jarolina,  to 
terminate  the  Dispute,  and  settle  a  (Certain  lioun- 
dai-y  between  the  twit  colonies.  All  the  Diflicnity 
was,  to  lind  out  which  was  truly  Weyanoke  Creek. 
The  Difference  was  too  Considerable  to  be  given 
'This  quotation  is  materially  but  not  literally  corrout. 


The  cMansion  .d   Westoui:!-. 
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up  by  either   side,  theie  being  a   Territoiy  of  15 
Miles  betwixt  the  two  Sti'eams  in  contioveisy. 

Ilowevei',  till  tliat  Matter  coulil  be  adjusted,  it 
was  agreed  on  both  sides,  that  no  Lands  at  all 
.Should  be  granted  within  the  disputed  JJounds. 
Virginia  obseived  this  Agreement  punctually,  but 
I  am  sorry  I  cant  say  the  Same  of  North-Carolina. 
The  great  Oflieers  of  that  J'rovince  were  loath  to 
lose  the  Fees  accrneing  from  the  (iranls  of  Land, 
and  so  private  Interest  gxJt  the  better  of  Publit 
Spirit;  and  I  wish  that  were  the  only  Place  in  the 
Woild  where  such  politicks  ai'e  fashionable. 

All  the  Steps  th;lt  were  taken  afterwards  in  that 
Affair,  will  best  appear  l)y  the  Repoit  of  the  Yir- 
ginia-Commissiouers,  recited  in  the  Order  of  ( Coun- 
cil given  at  St.  James's,  March  the  1st,  1710,  set 
down  in  the  Appendix. 

It  must  be  owned,  the  Report  of  those  (lentle- 
men  was  Severe  upon  the  then  conunissioners  of 
North-Carolina,  and  particularly  upon  Mr.  Mose- 
ley.  I  wont  take  upon  me  to  say  with  how  much 
Justice  they  said  so  many  hard  things,  tho  it  had 
been  faii'er  Play  to  have  given  the  Paities  accusd 
a  Copy  of  such  Representations,  that  they  might 
have  answerd  what  they  could  foi-  themselves. 

But  since  that  was  not  done,  I  must  beg  leave 
to  say  thus  much  in  behalf  of  Mi-.  Moseley,  that 
he  was  not  much  in  the  Wrong  to  find  fault  with  • 
the  Quadrant  produced  by  the  Surveyors  of  Vir- 
ginia, because  that  Instrument  plact  the  INIcmth  of 
Notoway  Kiver  in  the  Latitude  of  87  Degrees; 
whereas,  by  an  Accurate  Observation  made  Since, 
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it  Appears  to  lie  in  3(3°  30'  ^',  so  that  there  was  an 
Error  of  near  30  minutes,  eitiier  in  the  Insliunient 
or  in  those  who  nuide  use  of  it. 

Besides,  it  is  evident  the  Mouth  of  Notoway 
River  agrees  nuich  hettei-  with  the  Latitude, 
wherein  the  Carolina  Charter  supposed  Wyaiioak 
Creek,  (namely,  in  or  about  3(5  J)egrees  and  IK) 
minutes,)  than  it  does  with  AVicoeon  Creek,  which 
is  about  15  Miles  nujie  Southerly. 

This  being'  manifest,  the  Intention  of  the  King's 
Grant  will  be  pretty  exaetly  answered,  by  a  ihie 
West  J^ne  drawn  from  C'orotuek  Inlet  to  the 
Mouth  of  Notaway  Kiver,  for  which  reason  tis 
probable  that  was  formerly  calld  Wyanoak-Creek, 
and  might  change  its  Name  when  the  Nottoway 
Indians  came  to  live  upon  it,  which  was  since  the 
Date  of  the  last  Carolina  (Jharter. 

The  Lievt  Governor  of  Virginia,  at  that  time 
Colo  Spotswood,  searching  into  the  Bottom  of  tliis 
Affair,  made  very  Equitable  J*roposals  to  TNIr. 
Eden,  at  that  time  Governonr  of  North  Carolina, 
in  Order  to  put  an  End  to  this  Controveisy. 
These,  being  formed  into  Preliminaries,  were  Signd 
by  both  Governours,  and  ti-ansmitted  to  England, 
where  they  had  the  Honour  to  be  I'atifyed  by  his 
late  Majesty  and  assented  to  by  the  Lords  l*ropri- 
etors  of  Carolina. 

.  Accordingly  an  Oi'der  was  sent  by  the  late  King- 
to  Mr.  Gooch,  afterwaitls  Lievt  (nloveinor  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  pursue  those  I'reliminaries  exactly.  In 
Obedience  thereunto,  he  was  j)ieascd  to  appoint 
Three  of  the  Council  of  that  colony  to  be  Com- 
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missioners  on  the  Pait  of  Virginia,  who,  in  Con- 
juiRtion  with  others  to  l)e  named  liy  the  Governor 
of  Nortli  CJaroHna,  were  to  settle  the  lioniuUu-y 
Itetween  the  "2  Governments,  upon  the  l*hin  of  the 
ahove-nientiond  Articles. 

Two  Experienct  Sm'veyors  wei'e  at  the  same 
lime  directed  to  wait  upon  the  Commissioners,  Mr. 
Mayo,  who  made  the  Accui'ate  Mapp  of  Barhadoes, 
and  JVIr.  lrvin,theMathematic.k  Professoiof  William 
and  ]VIai-y  Colledge.  And  hecause  a  good  Number 
of  Men  were  to  go  upon  this  PJxpedition,  a  Chap- 
lain was  appointed  to  attend  them,  and  the  rather 
hecause  the  People  on  the  Prontiei'S  of  North-Car^ 
olina,  who  have  no  Minister  near  them,  might  have 
an  <)p|)<)rtuiiity  to  get  themselves  and  their  Chil- 
dien  hapti/.d. 

Of  these  pi'oceedings  f)n  our  I'ait,  immediate 
Notice  was  sent  to  8ii'  Richard  Evei'ard,  Govei'nor 
of  North  Cai'olina,  who  was  desired  to  Name  Com- 
missioners for  that  Province,  to  meet  those  of  Vir- 
ginia at  Corotnck-Iidet  the  Spring  following. 
Accordingly  he  a{)pointed  Vouv  Members  of  the 
(/()\uu'il  of  that  Pi-ovince  to  take  Cai-e  of  the  In- 
terests of  the  Lds  Proprietors.  Of  these,  Mr. 
Moseley  was  to  serve  in  a  Double  Capacity,  l)oth 
as  Commissioner  and  Surveyor.  For  that  reason' 
there  was  but  one  other  Surveyor  from  thence,  Mr. 
Swan.  All  the  Persons  being  thus  agreed  upon, 
they  settled  the  time  of  Meeting  to  be  at  Corcituck, 
March  the  5th,  1728. 

In  the  Mean  time,  the  lequisite  Prepai'ations 
were  made  for  so  long  and  tiresome  a  Joiirney; 
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and  because  there  was  imioh  woi-k  to  he  done  and 
some  Danger  from  the  Indians,  in  the  nninhahiled 
Part  of  the  CVmntry,  it  was  necessary  to  provide 
a.  Competent  Numbci'  of  Men.  Accordingly,  Sev- 
enteen able  Hands  were  listed  on  the  I'art  of  Yii- 
ginia,  who  were  most  of  them  Indian  Tradeis  and 
expert  AVoodsmen, 

27.  These  good  Men  were  ordered  to  come 
armed  witli  a  Musquet  and  a  Tomaliack,  oi-  large; 
Hatchet,  and  pi'ovided  with  a  Snllicient  (Quantity 
of  Ajnnnmition. 

They  likewise  brought  Provisions  of  their  own 
for  ten  days,  after  which  time  they  were  to  be  fur- 
nisht  by  the  Government.  Their  March  was  ap- 
pointed to  be  on  the  27th  of  Februaiy,  on  which 
day  one  of  tlie  Commissioners  met  them  at  tluir 
Kendezvous,  and  proceeded  with  them  as  far  as 
Colo  Allen's.  This  Gentleman  is  a  great  oecoiio- 
mist,  and  Skilld  in  all  the  Arts  of  living  well  al  an 
easy  expense. 

28.  They  proceeded  in  good  Order  thrt)ugli 
Suiry  County,  as  fai-  as  the  Widdow  Allen's  wIk, 
had  copied  Solomon's  complete  housewife  exactly. 
At  this  Gentlewoman's  House,  the  other  two  Coni- 
niissioners  had  appointed  to  joiii  them,  but  were 
detained  by  some  Accident  at  Williamsbm-g,  longer 
than  their  appointment. 

29.  They  pursued  their  March  thro  the  Isle  (.f 
Wight  ami  observd  a  luost  dreadful  Havock  made  by 
a  late  Hurricane,  wliich  haj)peiid  in  August,  172(3. 
The  Violence  of  it  had  not  reachd  above  a  Quarter 
of  a  Mile  in  Bi-eadth,  but  within  that  Compass  had 
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levelld  all  before  it.  Both  Trees  and  Houses  were 
laid  Hat  on  the  Ground,  and  several  things  hnrld 
to  an  inc)-edil)]e  distance.  Tis  happy  sncli  violent 
Gusts  are  conlined  to  so  narrow  a  C/hainicl,  because 
they  carry  desolation  wiierever  they  go.  In  the 
Evening  they  reacht  IVfr.  Gotlwin's,  on  the  8outh 
Bi-anch  of  Nausenioud  lliver,  where  they  were 
treated  with  almndance  of  Primitive  Hospitality. 

March  J.  This  CTentleiuan  was  so  kind  as  to 
shorten  their  Journey,  by  setting  them  over  the 
river.  They  coasted  the  N  E  Side  of  the  Disnud 
for  several  miles  together,  and  found  all  the 
CJrounds  boi'dering  upon  it  very  full  of  Sloughs. 
The  Trees  that  grew  near  it  lookt  veiy  Kevcj-end, 
with  the  long  Moss  that  hung  dangling  from  their 
IJranches.  lioth  cattle  and  Horses  eat  this  Moss 
greedily  in  Winter  when  other  Provender  is 
S(;arce,  tho  it  is  apt  to  scowi'  them  at  first. 
In  that  moist  Soil  too  grew  abundance  of  that  kind 
of  Myrtle  Avhich  bears  the  Caiidle-lierries.  There 
was  likewise,  here  and  there,  a  Gall-bush,  which  is 
a  beautiful  Evei'green,  and  may  be  cut  into  any 
Shape.  It  derives  its  Name  from  its  lien-ies  tui'U- 
ing  Water  black,  like  the  CJalls  of  an  oak. 

When  this  Shi'ub  is  ti'ansplanted  into  Gardens, 
it  will  not  thrive  Avithont  fre((uent  watering. 

The  two  other  conunissioners  came  up  with  them 
just  at  tlieii'  Journey's  end,  and  that  evening  they 
arrivd  all  together  at  ]\Ir.  Ci-aford's,  who  lives  on 
the  Sonth  lii-anch  of  Elizabeth-Rivei",  over  against 
Noi'folk.  Here  the  Conunissioners  left  the  Men 
with    all    the    Horses    and    heavy    Baggage,    and 
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ci'osst  the  River  with  their  Servants  only,  for  I'eai- 
of  making'  a  Famine  in  tlie  Town. 

Norfolk  has  most  the  ayr  of  a  Town  of  any  in 
Yii-ginia.  There  were  then  near  20  IJi'igantines 
and  Sloops  riding  at  the  Whai-ves,  and  oftentimes 
they  have  more.  It  has  all  the  advantages  of 
Situation  reqnisite  for  Trade  and  Navigation. 
There  is  a  Seenre  Ilailionr  foi'  a  gocjd  Number  uf 
Ships  of  any  liiuthen.  Their  Kivei'  divides  itself 
into  3  Several  Branches,  which  are  all  Navigable. 
The  Town  is  so  near  the  sea,  that  its  Vessels  may 
Sail  in  and  out  in  a  few  Hours.  Theii-  Trade  is 
C'hiefly  to  the  West-Indies,  whither  they  expoit 
abundance  of  Beef,  Poi'k,  Flour  and  Lnndjer. 
The  worst  of  it  is,  they  contribute  n)uch  towards 
debauching  the  Country  Ity  importing  abundance 
of  Rum,  which,  like  Ginn  in  Great  Britain,  bieaks 
the  Constitntion,  Vitiates  the  Morals,  and  ruins 
the  Industry  of  most  of  the  Poor  people  of  this 
Country. 

This  Place  is  the  Mart  for  most  of  the  (_ Com- 
modities pruducd  in  the  Adjacent  Parts  of  North 
Carolina.  They  have  a  pretty  deal  of  Jjundjer 
fi'om  the  Borderers  on  the  Dismal,  who  make  bold 
with  the  King's  Land  there  abonts,  without  the 
least  Ceremony.  They  not  only  maintain  their 
Stocks  upon  it,  but  get  Boards,  Shingles  and  other 
Lund)er  out  of  it  in  great  Abuuilauce. 

The  Town  is  built  on  a  level  Spot  of  Ground 
upon  Elizabeth  River,  the  Baidvs  whereof  ai'c 
neither  so  high  as  to  make  the  landing  of  (Joods 
troublesome,  or  so  low  as  to  be  in  Danger  of  over- 
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flowing.  The  Streets  are  Straight,  and  adorned 
Avith  several  Good  Houses,  whieh  increase  every 
Day.  It  is  not  a  Town  of  Ortlinarys  and  Publick 
Houses,  like  most  others  in  this  Countiy,  hut  the 
Iiiliahitants  consist  of  Merchants,  Shi|)-()ar|)enters 
and  other  useful  Artisans,  witli  Saihn-s  enough  to 
manage  their  Navigation.  With  all  these  Con- 
veniences, it  lies  nndei-  the  two  great  disadvan- 
tages tliat  most  of  the  Towns  in  Ht)l]and  do,  )jy 
having-  neitlier  good  Aii'  nor  good  Water.  The 
two  Caidinal  Veitues  that  make  a  I^lace  thrive, 
Industry  and  Fi'ugality,  are  seen  heie  in  Perfec- 
tion; and  so  long  as  they  can  banish  lAixnry  and 
Idleness,  the  Town  will  renuun  in  a  happy  and 
fiouiishing  Condition. 

The  Method  of  building  AVharffs  here  is  after 
the  following  Manner.  They  lay  down  long  Pine 
Hogs,  that  reach  from  the  Shoie  to  the  Edge  of 
the  (Jhannel.  These  are  bound  fast  together  by 
Cross-Pieces  notcht  into  them,  accoi'ding  to  the 
Ai'chitecture  of  the  Log-Houses  in  North  Carolina. 
A  wharff  built  thus  will  stand  Several  Years,  in 
spight  of  the  Woi-m,  which  bites  here  very  much, 
but  may  be  soon  repaired  in  a  Place  where  so  many 
Pines  grow  in  the  Neighbourhood. 

The  Connnissioners  endeavonid,  in  this  Town, 
to  list  Three  more  men  to  serve  as  Guides  in  that 
dirty  Part  of  the  Country,  but  found  that  these 
People  knew  just  enough  of  that  frightful  Place 
to  avoid  it. 

They  had  been  told  that  those  Netheilands  wei'e 
full  of  Bogs,  of  Marshes  and  Swamps,  not  tit  for 
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ITiinian  Creatures  to  engage  in,  and  this  was  Kea- 
son  enougli  for  them  not  to  hazard  their  Persons. 
So  they  told  lis,  flat  and  plain,  that  we  iniglit  een 
daggle  thro  the  mire  by  Oiir-Selves  for  them. 

The  worst  of  it  was,  we  coud  not  learn  from  any 
body  in  this  Town,  what  Rout  to  take  to  Coratuek 
Inlet;  till  at  last  we  had  the  fortune  to  meet  with 
a  Borderer  upon  North  Carolina,  who  made  a 
rough  Sketch  of  that  Part  of  the  Country.  Thus, 
upon  seeing  how  the  Land  lay,  we  detennind  to 
march  directly  to  Preseot  Landing  upon  N  W 
River,  and  pioceetl  from  thence  by  Watei-  to  the 
Place  where  our  Line  was  to  begin. 

4.  Li  Pursuance  of  this  Resolution  we  ci'osst  the 
River  this  Morning  to  Powder-Point,  where  we  all 
took  Iloi'se;  and  the  Grandees  of  the  Town,  with 
great  Courtesy,  conducted  us  Ten  Miles  on  our 
way,  as  far  as  the  long  Bridge  built  over  the  S 
Branch  of  the  River.  The  Parson  of  the  Parish, 
Mr.  Marston,  a  painful  Apostle  from  the  Society,' 
made  one  in  this  Ceremonious  Cavalcade. 

At  the  liridge,  these  CJentleinen,  wishing  us  a 
good  Deliverance,  returnd,  and  then  a  Ti'oop  of 
Jjiglit  Iloi'se  escorted  us  as  far  as  Prescot-Land- 
ing,  upon  N  W  river.  Care  had  been  taken  be- 
forehand to  provide  2  Periaugas  to  lie  ready  at 
that  Place  to  transport  us  to  Coratu(;k  Inlet.  Our 
Zeal  was  so  great  to  get  thithei'  at  the  time  ai)- 
pointcd,  that  we  hardly  allowd  ourselves  leisuie 
to  eat,  which  in  truth  we  had  the  less  Stomach  to, 
by  I'eason  the  diniiei-  was  served  up  by  the  Jjand- 
' The  Society  fur  the  Hiop.iguliun  of  the  Clospel  in  Foreign  Parts. 
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lord,  whose  Nose  stood  on  such  ticklish  Terms, 
that  it  was  in  Danger  of  falling  into  the  Dish. 
We  therefore  made  our  Repast  very  short,  and 
then  emharkt  with  oidy  the  Surveyors  and  Nine 
chosen  Men,  leaving  the  i-est  at  Mr.  AV — n's  to 
take  Care  of  the  Jlorses  and  IJaggage.  There  we 
also  left  our  (Jhaplain,  with  the  Charitable  Intent, 
that  the  Gentiles  I'ound  about  might  have  time  and 
Oppoi'tunity,  if  they  pleasd,  of  getting  thenisehes 
and  their  childi-en  })aptizd. 

We  rowd  down  N  AV  River  about  18  miles,  as 
far  as  the  Mouth  of  it,  where  it  empties  itself  into 
Albemarle  Sound.  It  was  a  really  Delightful 
Siglit,  all  the  way,  to  see  the  Banks  of  the  River 
adornd  with  Myrtle,  Jjaurel  and  Hay-Ti'ees,  which 
pi'esej've  their  Vei-dure  the  Yeai-  round,  tho  it  nuist 
be  ownd  that  these  beautiful  Plants,  saci'ed  to 
Vemts  and  Appollo,  grow  comuionly  in  very  dirty 
Soil.  The  River  is,  in  most  Places,  fifty  or  Sixty 
Yards  wide,  without  spreading  nnieh  wider  at  the 
Mouth.  T\h  remarkable  it  was  never  known  to 
Ebb  and  How  till  the  year  J71.'},  when  a  A'iolent 
Storm  opend  a  new  Inlet,  about  r>  Miles  South  of 
the  old  one;  since  which  Convulsion,  the  Old  Inlet 
is  almost  choakd  up  by  the  Shifting  of  the  Sanil, 
and  grows  ))oth  Narrower  and  Slioaller  every  da}'. 

It  was  daik  before  we  coidd  leach  the  Month  of 
the  River,  whei-e  our  wayward  Stai's  directeil  us 
to  a  Miserable  Cottage.  Tlie  Landlord  was  lately 
removed.  Bag  and  liaggage,  from  Maryland,  thro 
a  Strong  Antipathy  he  had  to  work  and, paying  his 
Debts.     For  want  of  our  Tent,  we  were  obligd  to 
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Shelter  our  Selves  in  this  wretched  Hovel,  where 
we  were  almost  devoui'd  by  Veriniu  of  Various 
kinds.  However,  we  were  above  complaining-, 
being  all  l^hilosophers  enough  to  improve  such 
Slender  l^istrcsses  into  Miith  and  good  Humoui-. 

5.  The  Day  bcin^  now  come,  on  which  we  had 
agreed  to  meet  the  Commissioners  of  North  Caro- 
lina, we  embarlvd  very  eail}^,  which  we  cond  the 
easier  do,  having  no  Teni[)tation  to  stay  where  we 
were.  We  Shapt  our  Course  along  the  South  End 
of  Knot's  Island,  there  being  no  Passage  open 
on  the  North. 

Farther  Still  to  the  Southward  of  us,  we  discov- 
erd  two  Smaller  Islands,  that  go  by  the  names  of 
liell's  and  Churche's  Isles.  We  also  saw  a  small 
New  England  Sloop  riding  in  the  Sound,  a  little 
to  the  South  of  our  Course.  She  had  come  in  at 
.  the  New-Inlet,  as  all  other  Vessels  have  done  since 
the  opening  of  it.  This  Navigation  is  a  little  dif- 
ticult,  and  fit  only  for  Vessels  that  di'aw  iio  nioie 
than  ten  feet  AYater. 

The  Traile  hither  is  engrosst  by  the  Saints  of 
New  England,  who  carry  off  a  great  deal  of  To- 
bacco, without  troubling  themselves  with  paying 
that  Impertinent  Duty  of  a  Penny  a  Pound. 

It  was  just  Noon  before  we  arrivd  at  Coratnck 
Inlet,  which  is  now  so  shallow  that  the  Breakers 
fiy  over  it  with  a  horrible  Sound,  and  at  the  same 
tune  afford  a  very  wihl  Prospect.  On  the  Nt)ith 
side  of  the  Inlet,  the  High  Land  terminated  in  a 
liluff  Point,  from  which  a  Spit  of  Sand  extended 
itself   towards  the  Sonth-East,  full    half   a  Mik% 
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'^riie  Inlet  lies  between  that  Spit  and  another  on 
the  South  of  it,  leaving  an  Opening  of  not  ipiite  a 
Mile,  which  at  this  day  is  not  piaetieabK;  lor  any 
Vessel  whatsoever.  And  as  shallow  as  it  now  is. 
it  continues  to  (ill  \\\>  more  and  moi'e,  both  the 
Winil  and  Waves  rolling  in  the  Sands  from  the 
Eastei'n  Shoals. 

About  two  a  C'loek  in  the  Afternoon  we  were 
joind  by  two  of  the  Carolina  Coniniissit)ners,  at- 
tended by  Ml'.  S— n,  their  Surveyor.  The  other 
two  were  not  ([uite  so  punctual,  which  was  the 
more  unlucky  I'oi'  us,  because  there  could  be  no 
spoit  till  they  came.  These  Gentlemen,  it  seems, 
had  the  Carolina-Commission  in  their  keeping,  not- 
withstanding which  they  coud  not  forbear  paying 
too  much  regard  to  a  Proverb  —  fashionable  in  ther 
CJountry, —  not  to  make  more  hast  than  good 
Speeil. 

However,  that  we  who  were  punctual  might  not 
spend  our  precious  time  unprolitably,  we  took  the 
Several  bearings  of  the  Coa.st.  We  also  suiveyd 
pai't  of  the  Adjacent  High  Jjand,  whicli  had 
scarcely  any  Trees  growing  upon  it,  but  Cedars. 
Among  tlie  Shrubs,  we  were  shewed  here  and  there 
a  Bush  of  Carolina-Tea  ealld  fJapon,'  which  is  one 
Species  of  the  Phylarrea.  This  is  an  Evergreen, 
the  ijcaves  whereof  have  some  I'esemblance  to  Tea, 
but  differ  very  widely  both  in  Tast  and  Flavour. 

We  also  found  some  few  Plants  of  the  Spii'ed 
Leaf  Silk  grass,  which  is  likewise  an  Evergreen, 
bearing  on  a  lofty  Stemm  a  large  Cluster  of 
1  Yaupon. 
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Flowers  of  a  Pale  Yellow.  Of  the  Leaves  of  this 
Flaut  the  People  thereabouts  twist  very  stroiij^ 
(Joi'dag'e. 

A  vertuoso  migiit  divert  himself  here  very  well, 
ill  picking  up  iShells  of  vaiious  Hue  and  Figure, 
and  amongst  the  lest,  that  Species  of  Coiique  Shell 
which  the  Indian  Peak  is  made  of.  The  Extremi- 
ties of  these  Sliells  are  IJlue  and  the  lest  white,  so 
that  Peak  of  both  these  Coloins  are  drilld  ont  of 
one  and  the  same  Shell,  Serving  the  Natives  both 
I'oi"  Ornament  and  Money,  and  are  esteemd  by 
them  fai'  beyond  Gold  and  Silver. 

The  Cedars  were  of  Singular  use  to  us  in  the 
Absence  of  our  Tent,  which  we  had  left  with 
the  rest  of  the  Baggage  foi'  fear  of  oveiloading 
the  Periaugas.  We  made  a  (Jircular  Hedge  of  the 
liranches  of  this  l^ree,  Wrought  so  close  tog(.:ther 
as  to  fence  us  against  the  C(dd  Winds.  We  tiien 
kindled  a  I'ouseing  fh-e  in  the  Centei-  of  it,  and  lay 
round  it,  like  so  many  Knights  Templars.  But,  as 
comfortable  as  this  Lodging  was,  the  Surveyors 
turnd  out  about  2  in  the  IVIorning  to  try  the  Varia- 
tion by  a  Meridian  taken  from  the  North  Star,  and 
found  it  to  be  somewhat  less  than  thi'ee  degrees 
AVest. 

Tlie  Commissioners  of  the  Neighbouring  Colony 
came  better  provided  for  the  Belly  than  the  Busi- 
ness. They  brought  not  above  two  men  ahnig  with 
them  that  would  ])ut  tlieir  Hands  to  any  thing  but 
the  Kettle  and  the  Frying-Pau.  These  spent  so 
much  of  their  Industry  that  way,  that  they  had  us 
little  Spirit  as  Inclination  for  AVork. 
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().  At  Noon,  having  a  Perfect  Observation,  we 
found  the  Latitnde  of  Coi'atuc-k  Inlet  to  be  3G  De- 
crees and  ;31  Minntes. 

Whilst  we  Avere  bnsied  iibout  these  Necessary 
Mattel's,  our  Skippei-  row'd  to  an  Oystei-  Hank  just 
by,  and  loaded  liis  l*eiiauj:;a  vvilh  Oysters  as  Sa- 
voury and  well-tasted  as  those  fi'orn  Colchester  oj- 
Walfleet,  and  had  the  advantage  of  them,  too,  by 
])eing  nnich  larger  and  fatter. 

About  )i  in  the  Afternoon  the  I  wo  lagg  Commis- 
sioners ariiv'd,  and  al'tei'  a  few  decent  excuses  for 
making  us  wait,  told  us  they  were  ready  to  enter 
upon  Business  as  soon  as  we  i)leas'd.  The  lii-st  Ste[j 
was  to  produce  our  respective  Poweis,  and  the  Com- 
mission from  each  (}oveinor  wiis  dislinctly  read, 
and  Copies  of  them  interchangeably  deliver''d. 

It  was  observ'd  by  our  Carolina  Fi'iends,  that 
the  Lattei'  Part  of  the  Virginia  (Jommission  had 
something  in  it  a  little  too  htrdly  and  I'ositive.  In 
answer  to  which  we  told  them  twas  necessaiy  to 
make  it  thus  peremptory,  lest  the  present  Conmiis- 
sioners  might  go  upon  as  fruitless  an  Errand  as 
their  Predecessors.  The  I'ormei-  C<.)nnnissioners 
were  ty'd  down  to  Act  in  Exact  Conjunction  with 
those  of  Carolina,  and  so  could  not  ailvance  one 
Step  farthei',  oi-  one  flot  faster,  than  they  were 
picas'd  to  permit  them. 

The  Mcmoiy  oC  that  disappointment,  thei'efore, 
indncM  the  Government  of  Virginia  to  give  fuller 
Powers  to  the  pi-esent  Connnissioners,  by  Author- 
izing them  to  go  on  with  the  Work  by  Themselves, 
in  Case  those  of  Coi'olina  slioidd  prove  unreason- 
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able,  and  refuse  to  join  with  them  in  caiiyiiig  the 
business  to  Execution.  And  all  this  was  done  lest 
His  Majesty's  <^nu'ious  Intention  shoud  be  frus- 
trated a  Second  time. 

After  both  Commissions  were  considerd,  the 
first  Question  was,  where  the  J^ivifling-  Line  was  lo 
begin.  This  begat  a  Warm  debate;  the  A'irgiiiia 
Commissioners  contending,  with  a  great  deal  (d' 
Reason,  to  begin  at  the  l^]nd  of  the  Spiff  of  Sand, 
which  was  un(htnl)tedly  Ihc;  North  Shore  of  (U)i'a- 
tuck  Iidet.  Hut  those  of  (Jaiolina  insisted  Stren- 
uously, that  the  Point  of  High  Land  ought  ralliei' 
to  be  the  Place  of  Eieginniug,  because  that  was 
fixt  and  certain,  whereas  the  Spitt  of  Sand  Avas 
ever  Shifting,  and  did  actually  run  out  faither  now 
than  foi-merly.  The  C'ontest  lasted  some  Hours, 
with  great  Vehemence,  neithei-  Party  receding  from 
their  Opinion  that  Night,  liuf  next  Morning,  Mr. 
JVL  .  .  .  ,  to  convince  us  he  was  not  that  Ob- 
stinate J'erson  he  had  been  i'e|)resented,  3  ielded  to 
our  Keasous,  and  found  Means  to  bring  over  his 
Collegues. 

Here  we  began  already  to  I'eap  the  Heneht  of 
those  Peremptory  Words  in  our  Connnission,  which 
in  ti'uth  added  some  Weight  to  our  Reasons. 
Nevertheless,  because  positive  proof  was  made  by 
the  Oaths  of  two  Credible  Witnesses,  that  the 
Spitt  of  Sand  had  advancd  200  Yards  towai'ds  the 
lidet  since  the  Controversy  first  began,  we  were 
willing  for  Peace-sake  to  make  them  that  allow- 
ance. Accordingly  we  fixed  oiu-  iieginiiing  about 
that  Distance  Noith   of  the   Inlet,  and    there  Oi- 
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(iiird  a  Cedar-Post  t()l)e  driven  dft-p  into  the  Sand 
foi'  our  l)e^innin<^.  While  we  continued  here,  we 
wei'e  told  that  on  the  South  Shore,  not  far  IVoni  the 
Inlet,  dwelt  a  Marooner,  that  Modestly  eall'd  him- 
self a  Hermit,  tho'  he  forfeited  that  Name  by  Snf- 
ferinf^  a  wanton  Female  to  eohahit  with  Him. 

His  Habitation  was  a  liowei',  cover'd  with  Hark 
after  the  Indian  Fashion,  which  in  that  mild  Situa- 
tion protected  hiin  pretty  well  from  the  Weather. 
Like  the  liavens,  he  neither  plow'd  noi-  sow'd,  but 
Subsisted  chiefly  upon  Oysters,  which  his  Hand- 
maid made  a  Shift  to  <^ather  from  the  Adjacent 
Hocks.  Sometimes,  too,  for  Change  of  Dyet,  he 
sent  her  to  drive  up  the  Neighbour's  Cows,  to 
moisten  their  Mouths  with  a  little  Milk.  Hut  as 
for  raiment,  he  depended  mostly  upon  his  ] length 
of  Heard,  and  She  upon  hei-  Length  of  Hair,  pait 
of  which  she  brought  decently  forward,  and  the 
rest  dangled  behind  quite  down  to  her  Kump,  like 
one  of  Herodotus's  East  Indian  Pigmies. 

Thus  did  these  Wretches  live  in  a  dirty  State 
of  Natuie,  and  wei'e  mere  Adamites,  Innocence 
only  excepted. 

7.  This  Morning  the  Sui'veyors  began  to  run  the 
Dividing  line  from  the  Cedar-Post  we  had  driven 
into  the  Sand,  allowing  near  15  Degrees  for  the 
Variation.  Without  making  this  Just  allowance, 
we  should  not  have  obeyd  his  Majesty's  order  in 
running  a  Due  West  Line.  It  seems  the  foi'Uier 
Commissioners  had  not  been  so  exact,  which  gave 
our  Fi'ientls  of  Carolina  but  too  just  an  Exception 
to  their  Proceed intrs. 
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The  Line  cut  Dosier's  Island,  consisting-  only  of 
a  Flat  Sand,  with  here  and  there  an  hniuhld  Shriil) 
jjfrowinf,^  upon  it.  From  thence  it  ci-ost  over  a 
nan-ow  Ann  of  the  Sound  into  Knot's  Island,  and 
there  Split  a  riantalioii  belonging  to  William 
Harding. 

The  Day  being-  far  spent,  we  encampt  in  this 
Man's  Pasture,  tlio'  it  lay  very  low,  and  the  Sea- 
son now  iiiclin'd  Ft^ople  to  Aguish  Dislemjjers. 
He  sufferd  us  to  cut  (Jedar- Bra  tushes  lor  our 
Enclosure,  and  other  AVood  for  Firing,  to  coirect 
the  moist  Air  and  drive  away  the  Damps.  Oui- 
Landlady,  in  the  Days  of  her  Youth,  it  seems,  had 
been  a  Laundress  in  the  Temple,  and  talkt  over 
her  Adventures  in  that  Station,  with  as  mucli 
pleasure  as  an  Old  Soldier  talks  over  his  Battles 
and  Distempers,  and  1  believe  with  as  nmny  Ad- 
ditions to  the  Truth. 

The  Soil  is  good  in  many  Places  of  this  Island, 
and  the  Extent  of  it  pretty  large.  It  lytjs  in  the 
form  of  a  Wedge:  the  South  End  of  it  is  Several 
Miles  over,  but  towards  the  Noith  it  Sharpens  into 
a  Point.  It  is  a  Plentiful  IMace  for  Stock,  by 
reason  of  the  wide  INIarshes  adjacent  to  it,  and 
because  of  its  warm  Situation.  But  the  Iidiabi- 
tants  pay  a  little  dear  for  this  Clonvenience,  by 
losing  as  much  Blood  in  the  Summer  Season  by 
the  iidinite  Number  of  Moscpietas,  as  all  their 
Beef  and  Poi'k  can  i-ecruit  in  the  AVinter. 

The  Sheep  are  as  large  as  in  Lincolnshire,  be- 
cause they  are  never  pincht  by  cold  or  Hunger. 
The  whole  Island  was  hillicrlo  reckon'd  to  lye  in 


1728,  March]  THE   DIVIDING    LINE  39 

Virginia,  l)iit  now  oin-  Line  has  given  the  greater 
Part  of  it  to  Carolina.  The  Principal  Freehokler 
here  is  Mi'.  White,  who  keeps  open  House  for  all 
Travellers,  that  either  Debt  or  8hipwieck  hapjiens 
to  cast  in  his  way. 

8.  By  break  of  Day  we  sent  away  our  Largest 
Pei'iauga,  with  the  liaggage,  round  the  South  end 
of  Knot's  Island,  with  Orders  to  the  Men  to  wait 
for  us  in  the  Mouth  of  Noith  Kiver.  Soon  after, 
we  enibaikt  oiu'selves  on  board  the  smaller  Vessel, 
with  Intent,  if  possible,  to  find  a  Passage  round 
the  North  End  of  the  Island. 

We  found  this  Navigation  very  difficult,  by 
reason  of  the  Continued  Shoals,  and  often  stuck 
fast  aground;  for  tho'  the  Sound  spreads  nuuiy 
miles,  yet  it  is  in  most  places  exti'emely  Shallow, 
and  requires  a  Skilful  I'ilot  to  Steer  even  a  Canoe 
safe  over  it.  It  was  almost  as  hard  to  keep  our 
Temper  as  to  keep  the  Channel,  in  this  provoking 
Situation.  But  the  most  impatient  amongst  us 
strokt  down  their  Choler  and  swallow'd  theii' 
ciuses,  lest,  if  they  suffer'd  them  to  break  out, 
they  might  sound  like  Complaining,  which  Avas 
expressly  forbid,  as  the  first  Step  to  Sedition. 

At  a  distance  we  descry'd  Several  Islands  to 
the  Northward  of  us,  the  largest  of  which  goes  by 
the  Name  of  Cedar  Island.  Our  periauga  stuck 
so  often  that  we  had  a  fail'  chance  to  be  benighted 
in  this  wide  Water,  which  must  certainly  have 
been  our  Fate,  had  we  not  luckily  spied  a  Canoe 
that  was  giving  a  Fortune-teller  a  cast  from  Prin- 
cess Anne  County  over  to  North  Carolina.     But, 
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as  conjurers  are  Sometimes  mistaken,  the  Man 
mistrusted  we  were  Oflieers  of  Justice  in  puisuil 
of  a  Young-  AVeneh  he  luul  can^'d  off  along  with 
him.  AVe  gave  the  Canoe  Chase  for  moie  than 
an  Hour  and  when  we  came  up  with  hej',  lineal - 
end  to  make  them  all  prisoners  unless  they  would 
direct  us  into  the  right  Channel. 

By  the  Pilotage  of  these  I'eople  we  row'd  u\> 
an  Arm  of  the  Sound,  calPd  the  Back-Hay,  till 
we  came  to  the  Head  of  it.  Theie  we  weie  stoppt 
by  a  miry  Pocosou  full  half  a  INIile  in  HreadUi, 
thro'  which  we  were  oblig'd  to  daggle  on  foot, 
I)linigeing  now  and  then,  tho'  we  pickt  our  Way, 
up  to  the  Knees  in  Mud.  At  the  End  of  this 
Charming  walk  we  gain'd  the  Ten-a  Firnui  of 
Princess  Anne  County.  Tn  that  Diity  Condition 
we  weie  afterwards  obligM  t()  foot  it  two  Miles, 
as  far  as  John  Heath's  Plantation,  where  Ave  ex- 
pected to  meet  the  Surveyors  &  the  men  who 
waited  upon  them. 

While  we  were  perfoi-ming  this  tedious  Yoyage, 
they  hail  carried  the  Line  thi-o'  the  firm  Land  of 
Knot's  Island,  where  it  was  no  more  than  half  a 
IVIile  wide.  Aftei'  that  they  travers'd  a  large 
Marsh,  that  was  exceeduig  Miry,  and  extended  to 
an  Arm  of  the  Back-liay.  They  crosst  that  water 
in  a  CJanoe,  which  we  had  order'd  round  for  that 
Purpose,  and  then  waded  over  another  ISIarsh,  thai 
i-eacht  quite  to  the  High  Land  of  Pi-incess  Anne. 
Both  these  Marshes  together  make  a  breadth  of 
five  Miles,  hi  which  the  Men  fiecpiently  sunk  up 
to  the  Middle  without   mutteriu"'  the  least   com- 
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plaint.  On  the  coiitiary,  they  turn'd  all  these 
Disasters  into  Merriment. 

rt  was  (liscoverM,  by  this  day's  Work,  that 
Tvnot's  Island  was  iinpropeily  so  eall'd,  ])eing'  in 
Truth  no  more  than  a  I'eninsnia.  The  N  W 
kSide  of  it  is  only  divided  from  the  IVlain  by  the 
j^reat  Mai'sh  al)ove-mentioned,  whieh  is  seldom 
totally  o\ernow'd.  Instead  of  that,  it  might,  by 
the  Labour  of  a  few  Tienehes,  be  drain'd  into  firii'i 
Meadow,  (•apal)le  of  grazing  as  many  eattle  as  Job, 
in  Ills  best  Estate,  was  master  of.  In  the  Miry 
Condition  it  now  lies,  it  feeds  great  Numbers  in 
the  Winter,  tho',  when  the  AVeatlu-i'  grows  warm, 
Ihey  aie  driven  from  theiu-e  by  the  Mighty 
Armies  of  Mosquetas,  which  are  the  ]*lague  of 
the  lowei'  I'art  of  Carolina,  as  nnieh  as  the  Flies 
were  foi'inerly  of  Egypt,  and  some  Rabbis  thiid; 
those  Flies  were  no  other  than  Moscpietas. 

All  the  People  in  the  Neigh bourliood  ilockt  to 
John  Heath's,  to  behold  such  Rai'ities  as  they 
fancied  us  to  be.  The  Men  left  their  belov'd 
(yhimney  Coi'ners,  the  good  women  their  Spinning 
Wheels,  and  some,  ol'  more  Curiosity  than  Ordi- 
nary, rose  out  of  their  sick  Beds,  to  come  and 
stare  at  us.  They  lookt  upon  us  as  a  Tioop  of 
Iv night  Errants,  who  were  running  tbis  great 
Ris(|ue  of  our  Lives,  as  they  imagin'd,  foi'  the 
Public  Weal;  and  some  of  the  gravest  of  them 
([uestion'd  much  whether  we  were  not  all  ('rimi- 
nals,  condenmed  to  this  dirty  work  for  Offences 
against  the  State. 

What  puzzled  them  most  was,  what  cou'd  make 
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our  men  so  very  Light-hearted  uiulei-  such  iiitok-i- 
able  Drudgery.  "Ye  have  little  I'easun  l<»  be 
merry,  My  IVIastei-s,"  said  one  of  them,  with  a  very 
solemn  Face,  "1  fancy  the  Pocos<ni  yon  must 
Struggle  with  to-morrow  will  make  yon  change 
your  ISTote,  and  try  what  Metal  you  are  made  of. 
Ye  are,  to  be  sure,  the  first  of  Human  Kace  that 
ever  had  the  Boldness  to  attempt  it,  anil  1  dare  say 
will  be  the  last.  If,  theiefoi-e,  you  have  any 
Worldly  Goods  to  dispose  of,  My  Advice  is  liial 
you  make  your  Wills  this  very  Night,  for  fear  yun 
die  Intestate  to-Morrow."  But,  alas!  these  fright- 
full  Tales  were  so  far  from  disheartening  the  men, 
that  they  serv'd  only  to  whet  their  Resolution. 

9.  The  Surveyoi's  enter'd  Early  upon  their  Busi- 
ness this  Morning,  and  I'an  the  IJne  thro'  Mr. 
Eyland's  riantation,  as  far  as  the  Baidis  of  North 
Kiver.  They  passt  over  it  in  the  Periauga,  and 
landed  in  Gibbs'  Marsh,  which  was  a  mile  in 
Breadth,  and  tolerably  lii-ni.  They  trudgM  thro' 
this  Ma)-sh  without  nmch  dilliculty  as  far  as  the 
High  J^and,  which  pn^nis'd  more  Fertility  than 
any  they  had  seen  in  these  lower  Parts,  lint  this 
firm  Land  lasted  not  long  before  they  came  upon 
the  dreadful  Pocoson  they  h.id  been  threaleii'd 
with.  Nor  did  they  find  it  one  Jot  better  Ihan  it 
had  been  painted  to  them.  The  Bea\  ers  and  Ot- 
ters had  render'd  it  quite  impassable  for  any  (Crea- 
ture but  themselves. 

Our  poor  Fellows  had  nmch  ado  to  drag  their 
Legs  after  them  in  this  Quagmire,  but  disdaining 
to  be  baulkt,  they  cou'd  hai-dly  be  persuaded  from 
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pressinj^  forward  by  the  Survey  ors,who  found  it  abso- 
lutely Necessary  to  make  a  Traverse  in  the  Deepest 
Phice,to  pievent  their  Sticking  fast  in  the  Mire, and 
becoming  a  Ceitain  Prey  to  the  Turkey-liuzzards. 

Tliis  Horrible  Day's  Work  Ended  two  Miles  to 
the  Northward  of  Mr.  Meichant's  Plantation,  di- 
vided IVom  N  W  liiver  by  a  Narrow  Swam]),  which 
is  causeway'd  over.  We  took  up  our  (Quarters  in 
the  open  Field,  not  far  from  the  House,  correcting, 
by  a  Fire  as  large  as  a  Koman-Fnneral-Pile,  the 
Aguish  Exhalations  ai-ising  fiom  tiie  Sunken 
CJi'Oiuids  that  Surrounded  us. 

The  Neck  of  Ijand  included  betwixt  N  River 
and  N-West  Rivei',  with  the  adjacent  Marsh,  be- 
long'd  formei'ly  to  fiovernor  C}ibbs,'  bnt  since  his 
Decease  to  Colonel  Uladen,  in  right  of  his  first 
Lady,  who  was  Mr.  (Jibbs'  Daughtei-.  It  would 
be  a  A'^aluable  Tract  of  Land  in  any  (Country  but 
Noi'th  Carolina,  where,  for  want  of  Navigation  ami 
Connneice,  the  best  Estate  affoids  little  moie  than 
a  coarse  Subsistence. 


•  This  was  John  Qibbs,  who  in 
1U90  was  disputing  Pliilij)  T/ud- 
well's  commission  as  governor 
of  Nortli  Carolina.  IIow  lie  got 
his  claim  is  not  known.  His 
tlcry  proclamation  against  Lud- 
well,  ill  which  ho  ofl'ered  in  de- 
Cense  of  his  claims  to  tiglit  the 
lattei'  "  as  long  as  my  eyelidds 
shall  wagg,"  lias  been  pre- 
served. (See Col.  Rees.  ofN.  C, 
I.  363.)  It  is  known,  also,  tliatin 
1690  he  went  to  one  of  the  pi'e- 
i^nct  courts  of  Albemarle 
County  and  arrested  and  car- 
ried oft'  two  of  the  justices  who 


would  not  I'ecognize  his  com- 
mission. These  prisoners  he 
kept  in  his  house  suri'ounded 
by  eightj'  of  his  followers.  In 
August  of  the  same  year,  we 
are  informed  that  both  Oibbs 
and  Ludwell  were  about  to  go 
to  England,  presumably  to  lay 
their  claims  before  the  Lords 
Proprietors ;  and  we  hear  no 
more  of  the  controversy.  (See 
the  Sainsbury  Papers  in  the 
State  Library  atKicbmond,  Va., 
vol.  for  1610-91,  p]).  297,  311  ; 
also  Col.  RecH.  of  N.  C,  I.  304, 
366. ) 


li>.  The  Sabbath  h;-ppcu\i  %  ci>  .^pp'-jtu..-  i  -  to 
:;i\<'  sxiiic  case"  to  our  jaJcd  People,  who  rc.-.t(Ml  /<  li- 
l;iou^l^  tVoiii  incry  work,  but  tliat  i)i'  coriklii^'  ttic 
Kettle.  AVe  obsei'ved  very  tew  corii-iicMs  in 
GUI-  Walks,  and  those  very  small,  vvliieh  stcinM 
the  Sti-aiig'er  to  us,  because  we  could  see  no  oilier 
Tokens  of  Husbandry  or  Improvement.  But,  upon 
further  Inquiry,  we  wei-e  given  to  understand  Peo- 
ple only  made  Corn  for  themselves  and  not  for 
their  Stocks,  which  know  very  well  liow  to  get 
their  own  Living. 

Both  Cattle  and  Hogs  ram])le  in  the  Neighlioui- 
ing  Marshes  and  Swamps,  wliere  they  maintain 
themselves  the  whole  Wintei'  long,  and  are  not 
fetch'd  home  till  the  Spring.  Thus  these  Indolent 
Wretches,  during  one  half  of  the  Yeai',  lose  the 
Advantage  (jf  the  Milk  of  their  cattle,  as  well  as 
their  Dung,  and  many  of  the  [)oor  Creatures  perish 
in  the  Mire,  into  the  Bai-gain,  by  this  ill  INIanage- 
ment. 

Some,  who  pique  themselves  moreu|)on  Industiy 
than  theii-  Neighboiu'S,  will,  now  and  then,  in  com- 
pliment to  their  Cattle,  cut  down  a  Tree  whose 
]jind)s  ai'e  loaden  with  the  Moss  afoi'ementioii'd. 
The  trouble  wou'd  be  too  great  to  Clindi  the  Tiec 
in  order  to  gather  this  Provender,  but  the  Shortest 
way  (which  in  this  Country  is  always  counted  the 
best)  is  to  fell  it,  just  like  the  Lazy  Indians,  who 
do  the  same  by  such  Tiees  as  bear  fruit,  and  so 
make  one  Harvest  for  all.  By  this  bad  Husbandry 
Milk  is  so  Scarce,  in  the  Winter  Season,  that  were 
a  Big-belly'd  Woman   to  long   foi-  it,  She  would 
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lose  her  Longing.  And,  in  truth,  I  believe  this 
is  often  the  Case,  and  at  the  same  time  a  very 
good  reason  why  so  many  People  in  tliis  Province 
are  markt  with  a  Custard  Complexion. 

The  ouiy  Jiusiness  hei-e  is  raising  of  Hogs,  which 
is  manag'd  with  the  least  Trouble,  and  affords  the 
Diet  they  are  most  fond  of.  The  Truth  of  it  is, 
the  Inhabitants  of  N  Carolina  devour  so  nuicii 
Swine's  llesh,  that  it  fills  them  full  of  gross  Hu- 
mours. For  want  too  of  a  constant  Supply  of  Salt, 
they  ai'e  commonly  obliged  to  eat  it  Fresh,  and 
that  begets  the  highest  taint  of  Scurvy.  Thus, 
whenevei-  a  Severe  Cold  happens  to  Constitutions 
thus  Vitiated,  tis  apt  to  impiove  into  the  Yaws, 
called  there  very  justly  the  country-Distemper. 
This  has  all  the  Symptoms  of  the  Pox,  with  this 
Aggravation,  that  no  Prejjaration  of  Mei'cury  will 
touch  it.  First  it  seizes  the  Throat,  next  the 
Palate,  and  lastly  shews  its  spite  to  the  poor  Nose, 
of  which  tis  apt  in  a  small  time  ti'cacherously  to 
undermine  the  Foundation. 

This  Calamity  is  so  common  and  familiar  here, 
that  it  ceases  to  be  a  Scandal,  and  in  the  disputes 
that  happen  about  Beauty,  the  Noses  have  in  some 
Companies  much  ado  to  carry  it.  Nay,  tis  said 
that  once,  after  thi'ee  good  I'oik  yeai's,  a  Mention 
had  like  to  have  been  made  in  the  House  of  Hui- 
gesses,  that  a  Man  with  a  Nose  shouM  be  incapable 
of  holding  any  Place  of  l*rofit  in  the  Province; 
which  Extraordinary  Motion  could  never  have 
been  intended  without  Some  Hopes  of  a  Majority. 

Thus,  considering  tlie  foul  and  pernicious  Ef- 
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fects  of  Katiiig  Swine's  Flesh  in  a  liot  (Joiinti'y,  it 
Avas  wisely  forbidden  and  made  an  xV))onnnatioii  to 
the  Jews,  who  liv'd  much  in  the  same  Latitude 
with  C'arolina. 

11.  We  ordered  the  Surveyors  early  to  their  Busi- 
ness, wdio  were  blesst  with  pretty  dry  Grounds  for 
thiee  Miles  togethei'.  IJut  they  paid  dear  for  it  in 
the  next  two,  consistinj^  of  t)ne  continued  frij^lit- 
full  Pocoson,  which  no  Creatines  but  those  of  the 
amphibious  kind  ever  liad  ventur'd  into  liefore. 

This  filthy  Quagmire  did  in  earnest  put  the 
Men's  Courage  to  a  Tryal,  and  tho'  1  can't  say 
it  made  them  lose  their  I'atience,  yet  they  lost 
their  Humour  for  Joking.  They  kept  their  (Jravity 
like  so  many  Spaniards,  so  that  a  Man  might  then 
have  taken  his  Opportunity  to  plunge  up  to  the 
Chin,  without  Dangei'  of  being  laught  at.  How- 
ever, this  unusual  composure  of  coiuitenance  could 
not  fairly  be  call'd  complaining. 

Their  Day's-Work  ended  at  the  Mouth  of  North- 
ern's Creek,  which  empties  itself  into  IS[  W  River; 
tho'  we  chose  to  Qiuuter  a  little  higher  up  the 
River,  near  Mossy  Point.  This  we  did  for  the 
Convenience  of  an  Old  house  to  Sheltei-  our  Per- 
sons and  IJaggage  from  the  rain,  which  threaten'd 
us  hard.  We  judg'd  the  thing  right,  for  thei'e  fell 
an  heavy  shower  in  the  Night,  that  drove  the  most 
hai'dy  of  us  into  the  House.  Tho'  indeed,  our  case 
was  not  much  mended  by  i-etreating  thither,  because 
that  Tenement  having  not  hjng  before  been  us'd  as 
a  Pork-Store,  the  Moisture  of  the  Aii'  dissolv'd  the 
Salt  that  lay  Scatter'd  on  the  Floor,  and  made  it 
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as  wet  witliiii  Doors  as  without.  However,  the 
Swamps  and  Marshes  we  were  lately  aoeustoiuM 
to  had  made  such  Beavers  and  Otters  of  us  that 
Nolxxly  eauf^ht  the  least  cold. 

AVe  had  encampt  so  early,  that  we  found  time  in 
the  Evcninj^  to  walk  neai-  half  a  Mile  into  the 
Woods.  There  we  came  upon  a  Family  of  Mulat- 
toes,  that  cali'd  themselvs  free,  tiio'  by  the  Shy- 
ness of  the  Master  of  the  House,  wiio  took  care  to 
keep  least  in  Sig-ht,  their  Fi'eedoni  sccm'd  a  little 
Doubtful.  It  iscei'tain  many  Slaves  Shelter  them- 
selves in  this  Obscure  I'art  of  the  World,  nor  will 
any  of  their  rig-hteous  Neig'hbonrs  discover  them. 
On  the  Contrary,  they  find  their  Account  in  Settling- 
such  l'^i<^itives  on  some  out-of-the-way-corner  of 
(heir  Lan(l,tft  raise  Stocks  for  a  mean  and  inconsid- 
erable Shai-e,  well  knowing'  their  (-ondition  makes 
it  nccessaiy  for  them  to  Submit  to  any  'i'ei-ms. 

Noi-  weie  these  worthy  Hoi-dereis  content  to 
Shelter  Runaway  Slaves,  but  Debtois  and  (Jiimi- 
nals  ha\e  often  met  with  the  like  Indulgence.  But 
if  the  Clovermnent  of  NToi'th  Carolina  has  eucoiu-- 
ag'd  this  unneighbourly  l*olic.y  in  oider  to  in- 
crease their  People,  it  is  no  more  than  what  AncieJit 
Rome  did  before  them,  Avhich  was  made  a  City  of 
Ivefiige  for  all  Debtoi's  and  Fugitives,  and  from 
that  wi'ctched  lieginnin^  grew  up  in  time  to  be 
Mistress  of  a  great  I*art  of  the  Woild.  And,  con- 
sidei'ing"  how  Fortune  delig-hts  in  bi-ing-ing-  great 
things  out  of  Small,  who  knows  but  Carolina  may, 
one  time  or  othei,  come  to  be  the  Seat  of  some 
other  great  Empire ? 
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12.  Every  thin<^  had  been  so  soakt  witli  the  liaiii, 
that  we  were  oblig'cl  to  lie  Ijy  a  j^ood  j-'art  ol'  the 
Moniiiif^  and  dry  them.  However,  that  time  was 
not  lost,  1)ecaiise  it  gave  the  Surveyors  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  Platting-  off  their  AVoik,  and  takinj^  the 
Course  of  the  Kiver.  It  likewise  helpt  to  reernit 
the  Spirits  of  the  Men,  who  had  been  a  little  har- 
ass'd  with  Yestei'ilay's  March.  Notwithstandinj^- 
all  this,  we  crosst  the  Kiver  l)efore  Noon,  anil  ad- 
\'anc'd  our  Line  l{  Miles.  It  was  not  possil)le  to 
make  more  of  it,  by  I'eason  good  Pait  of  the 
way  was  either  Mai'sh  or  Pocoson.  The  Ijine 
cut  two  or  three  Plantations,  leaving  Part  of  them 
in  Virginia,  and  part  of  tliem  in  Carolina.  This 
was  a  (Jase  that  liappen'd  frequently,  to  the  great 
Inconvenience  of  the  Ownei-s,  who  Avei'e  therefore 
oblig'd  to  take  out  two  Patents  and  Pay  for  a  new 
Survey  in  each  (lovernmeiit. 

In  the  Evening  we  took  up  oin-  Quarters  in  IVIr. 
Ballance's  Pastui'e,  a  little  above  the  Bridge  built 
over  N  W  River.  There  we  discharg'd  the  two 
Pei'iaugas,  which  in  truth  luul  been  ver}"  Sei'vic- 
able  in  transporting  us  ovei'  tlie  IVIany  WateJ'S  in 
that  Dirty  and  Diflicult  Part  of  our  Business. 

Our  Landlord  had  a  tolerable  good  House  and 
Clean  Furniture,  and  yet  we  cou'd  not  be  tempted 
to  lodge  in  it.  We  (diose  rather  to  lye  in  the  open 
l<^iel(l,  foi-  fear  of  growing  too  tender.  A  clear 
Sky,  spangled  with  Stars,  was  our  Canopy,  which 
being  the  last  thing  we  saw  befoi'e  we  fell  asleep, 
gave  us  Maguilicent  Dreams.  '^I'lie  Truth  of  it  is, 
we  took  so  much  pleasure  in  tliat  natural  kind  of 
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\AH\g\ug,  that  I  think  at  the  I'oot  of  the  Account 
Mankind  are  great  Losers  by  the  Jjuxiuy  of 
Feather-Beds  and  warm  apai'tnients. 

The  curiosity  of  beliolding-  so  new  and  withal  so 
Sweet  a  Method  of  encamping,  luouglit  one  of  tlie 
ISenatoi-s  of  N  CaroHna  to  make  ns  a  Midniglit 
Visit,  liut  he  was  so  very  Chimorous  in  liis  Com- 
menchitions  of  it,  that  the  Centinel,  not  seeing  liis 
(Quality,  either  thro'  his  habit  or  Behaviour,  had  like 
to  have  treated  him  lougldy. 

After  excusing  the  IJnseasonableness  of  his 
Visit,  and  letting  us  know  he  was  a  Parliament 
Man,  he  swore  he  was  so  taken  with  our  Lodging, 
that  he  would  set  Fire  to  his  House  as  soon  as  he 
got  Home,  and  teach  his  Wife  and  (Jhildren  to  lie, 
like  ns,  in  the  open  field. 

115.  Early  this  Moi-ning  our  Cha[)lain  repaii'M  to 
us  with  the  Men  we  had  left  at  JSIi".  AVilson's.  We 
had  sent  foi-  them  the  Lvening  before  to  relieve 
those  who  had  the  Laboui-Oar  from  Corotuck- 
Jidet.  But  to  oui-  great  siu-prise,  they  petition'd 
not  to  ))e  leliev'd,  hoping  to  gain  inunoital  Kepu- 
tation  by  being  the  first  of  Mankind  that  Ventur'd 
thro'  the  great  Dismal,  lint  the  I'est  being  equally 
Ambitious  of  the  same  Honour,  it  was  bnt  fair  to 
decide  their  Pretensions  l)y  Lot.  After  Foitune 
had  declar'd  hei-self,  those  which  she  had  excluded 
offer'd  Money  to  tlie  IIa|jpy  Persons  to  go  in  their 
Stead.  Bnt  Hercules  would  have  as  soon  soklthe 
Glory  of  cleansing  the  Augean  Stables,  which  was 
pretty  near  tlie  same  Soit  of  Work. 

No  sooner  was  the  Controversy  at  an  end,  but  we 
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sent  them  unfortiuiate  Fellows  back  to  theii-  Quar- 
teis,  whom  Chance  had  CondenuiM  to  remain  upon 
Firm  Land  and  Sleep  in  a  whole  Skin.  In  tlie 
mean  while  the  Siu-veyoi-s  carry'd  the  I^ine  1}  Miles, 
which  was  no  Contemptihle  day's  work,  consider- 
ing how  crnelly  they  were  entangled  with  Bryars 
and  (rail  Bushes.  The  Leaf  of  this  last  Sln'uh 
bespeaks  it  to  be  of  the  Alaternns  Family. 

Our  Work  ended  within  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  of 
the  Dismal  above-nientiou\l,  where  the  (Ji'ound 
began  to  be  already  full  of  Sunken  Holes  anil 
Slashes,  which  had,  here  andthei-e,  some  few  Reeds 
growing  in  them. 

Tis  hardly  credible  how  little  the  Boi'dering 
inhabitants  were  acijuainted  with  this  mighty 
Swamp,  notwithstanding  they  had  liv'd  theii' whole 
lives  within  Smell  of  it.  Yet,  as  great  Strangers  as 
they  were  to  it,  they  pretended  to  be  very  exact  in 
their  Account  of  its  Dimensions,  and  were  positive 
it  could  not  be  above  7  or  8  Miles  wide,  but  kneAV 
no  moi'e  of  the  Mattel' than  Star-gazers  know  of  the 
Distance  of  the  Fixt  Stars.  At  the  Same  time, 
they  were  Simple  enough  to  anuise  our  Men  with 
Idle  Stories  of  the  Lyons,  Panthers  and  AUigatoi's, 
they  were  like  to  encounter  in  that  dreadful 
Place. 

In  short,  we  saw  plaiidy  there  was  no  Intelli- 
gence of  this  Terra  Incognita  to  be  got,  but  from 
our  own  Experience.  For  that  Reason  it  was  re- 
solv'd  to  make  the  lequisite  Dispositiinis  to  enter  it 
next  Morning.  We  allotted  every  one  of  the  Sur- 
veyors for  this  painful  Enterprise,  with  12  Men  to 
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attend  them.  Fewer  than  that  etniM  not  l)e  eni- 
ploy'd  in  elearing-  the  way,  carrying  the  Chain, 
marking  the  Tiees,  and  bearing  the  iieeessai-y  Bed- 
ding and  Provisions.  Noi-  wou'il  the  Connnission- 
ers  themselves  have  Spared  theii-  Persons  on  this 
Occasion,  but  for  fear  of  acUling  to  the  jjooi-  men's 
Burthen,  while  they  were  ceilain  they  coii'd  add 
nothing  to  their  Resolution. 

We  (|uai'ter\l  with  our  Priend  and  Fellow  Trav- 
eller, William  WilKins,  who  had  been  our  faithful 
I'ilot  to  Coratuck,  and  liv'd  a))onl  a  mile  from  the 
I'lace  where  the  lAnc  ended.  Fvery  thing  looktso 
very  clean,  and  the  Furniture  so  neat,  that  we  were 
tempted  to  Lodge  Avithin  Dooi's.  Hut  the  Novelty 
of  being  shut  up  so  close  quite  spoil'd  oui'  I'est,  nor 
did  we  breathe  so  free  by  abundance,  as  wheji  we 
lay  in  the  open  Air. 

14.  Before  nine  of  the  Clock  t])is  Morning,  the 
Provisions,  Betiding  and  other  Necessaries,  were 
made  u])  into  Packs  for  the  Men  to  carry  on  their 
(Shoulders  into  the  Dismal.  They  weie  victuall'd 
for  8  days  at  full  Allowance,  Nobody  doubting  but 
that  wou'd  be  abundantly  Sufficient  to  cairy  them 
thi'o'  that  Inhospitable  Place;  nor  Indeed  was  it 
possible  for  the  Pooi'  Fellows  to  Stagger  undei' 
more.  As  it  was,  their  J^oads  weigh'd  from  (K) 
to  70  Pounds,  in  just  Projjortion  to  the  Sliength 
of  those  who  were  to  bear  them. 

Twou'd  have  been  unconscionable  to  have  Sad- 
dled them  with  Burthens  heavier  than  that,  when 
they  wei'e  to  lugg  them  thro'  a  lilthy  B(jgg,  which 
Avas  hardly  practicable  with  no  Burthen  at  all. 
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Besides  this  Luggaj^e  at  tluir  Haclis,  they  wcie 
oblig'cl  to  measure  the  distance,  mark  the  Trees, 
and  clear  the  way  for  tlie  Surveyors  every  Step 
tliey  went.  It  was  really  a  I'leasure  tt)  see  with 
how  much  Cheerfulness  they  undertook,  and  with 
how  nuich  Spirit  they  went  thro'  all  this  J)rudgery. 
Foi'  their  Greater  Safety,  the  (Jommissioners  took 
care  to  furnish  them  with  Peruvian-Bark,'  Khnhiirb 
and  llipocoacanah,  in  case  they  might  happen,  in 
that  wet  Journey,  to  be  taken  with  feveis  or 
Fluxes. 

Altho'  thei'e  was  no  need  of  Example  to  intlame 
Persons  already  so  cheeid'ul,  yet  to  enter  the  I'eople 
with  bettei-  grace,  the  Author  and  two  more  of 
the  Connuissioners  accomi)anied  them  half  a  Mile 
into  the  Dismal.  The  Skirts  of  it  were  thiidy 
Planted  with  Dwarf  Jieeds  and  (Jail-Hushes,  but 
when  we  got  into  the  Dismal  itself,  we  found  the 
Iveeds  grew  there  much  tallei'  and  closer,  and,  to 
mend  the  matter  was  so  interl;K;'d  with  bandxie- 
bi'iars,  that  thei'e  was  no  scnllling  thi'o'  them  with- 
out the  help  of  Pioneers.  At  the  same  time,  we 
found  the  (ii'ound  moist  and  trembling  under  our 
feet  like  a  Quagmire,  insonuich  that  it  was  an  easy 
Matter  to  run  a  Teu-Foot-Pole  up  to  the  Head 
in  it,  without  exerting  any  unconmion  Sti-ength  to 
do  it. 

Two  of  the  Men,  whose  Burthens  were  the  least 
cumbersome,  had  orders  to  march  before,  with  their 
Tomahawks,  and  clear  the  way,  in  order  to  make 
an  Opening  for  the  Surveyors.    By  their  Assistance 

1  Bark  of  the  cinchona-tree. 
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we  made  u  Shift  to  push  the  Line  hall'  a  IMile  in  'A 
Hours,  and  then  reacht  a  small  piece  of  Hrni  l^and, 
ahont  100  Yards  wide,  8tandin<^  up  ahove  the  rest 
like  an  Island.  Here  the  peo[)le  were  g-lad  to  lay 
down  their  Loads  and  take  a  little  rerreshmeul, 
while  the  happ}'  man,  whose  lot  it  was  to  carry  the 
'higg  of  lium,  Iteg'an  already,  like  Aeso[)\s  liread- 
( larrieis,  to  Mud  it  grow  a  good  deal  lightei'. 

After  reposing  ahout  an  Hour,  the  Commission- 
ers reeonuuended  Vigour  and  Constancy  to  their 
Fellow-Travellers,  by  whom  they  were  answer'd 
with  3  Clieei-ful  Huzzas,  in  Token  of  Obedience. 
This  Ceremony  was  no  sooner  over  but  they  took 
up  theii-  Burthens  and  attended  tlie  Motion  of  the 
iSui'veyors,  who,  tho'  they  woikt  with  all  theii' 
might,  could  reach  but  one  IVIile  farther,  the  same 
obstacles  still  attending  them  which  they  had  met 
with  in  the  Morning. 

However  small  this  distance  may  seem  to  such  as 
are  us'd  to  travel  at  their  Ease,  yet  oui'  Poor  Men, 
who  were  o1)lig'd  to  work  with  an  unwieldy  Load 
at  their  IJacks,  had  I'eason  to  think  it  a  long  way; 
Especially  in  a  Hogg  where  they  had  no  liini  Foot- 
ing, but  every  Step  made  a  dee[)  Impression,  which 
was  instantly  lill'd  with  Water.  At  the  same  time 
they  were  labouring  with  their  Hands  to  cut  down 
the  Keeds,  which  were  Ten-feet  high,  their  Legs 
were  hamj)ered  with  the  Bryars.  JJesides,  the 
Weather  happen'd  to  be  very  warm,  and  the  tall- 
ness  of  the  lieeds  kept  off  every  Friendly  Breeze 
from  coming  to  refresh  them.  And,  indeed,  it  was 
a  little  provokingtoheai- the  Wind  whistling  among 
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the  Branches  of  the  White  Cedars,  wliich  <;^ie\v 
hei'e  imd  there  amouf^st  tlie  Keeds,  and  at  the  same 
time  not  have  the  Comfort  to  feel  tlie  least  IJieath 
of  iL 

In  tlie  mean  time  the  3  Commissioners  return'd 
out  of  the  Dismal  the  same  way  tiiey  went  in,  and, 
having  join\l  their  Brethren,  proceeded  that  N  igiit 
as  far  as  Mr.  AVilson's, 

This  worthy  Pei'son  hves  within  sight  of  the 
Dismal,  in  the  Skirts  whereof  his  IStoeks  I'ange  and 
Maintain  themselves  all  the  Winter,  and  yet  he 
knew  as  little  of  it  as  he  did  of  Tei'i'a  Austi'alis 
Jncognita.  lie  told  us  a  (Janterhury  Tale  of  a  Noith 
liriton,  whose  Curiosity  Spnrr'd  him  a  long  way 
into  this  great  Desart,  as  he  call'd  it,  near  20  Yeais 
ago,  but  he  having  no  Compass,  nor  seeing  the  iSnn 
for  several  Days  Together,  wander'd  about  till  he 
was  almost  fainisht;  but  at  last  he  bethought  him- 
self of  a  Secret  his  Countiymen  make  use  of  to 
I'ilot  themselves  in  a  Dark  day. 

He  took  a  fat  JiOuse  out  of  his  Collar,  and  ex- 
pos'd  it  to  the  open  day  on  a  Piece  of  White 
Papei-,  which  he  brought  along  with  hiin  for  his 
Journal.  The  poor  Insect  having  no  Eye-lids, 
turn'd  himself  about  till  he  found  the  Darkest  Part 
of  the  Heavens,  and  so  made  the  best  of  his  way 
towards  the  North,  liy  this  Direction  he  Steer'd 
himself  Safe  out,  and  gave  such  a  frightful  account 
of  the  Monsters  he  saw,  and  the  Distresses  he 
underw^ent,  that  uo  mortall  Since  has  been  hardy 
enough  to  go  upon  the  like  dangerous  Discovery. 

IT).  The  Surveyors  pni'sned  their  work  witli  all 
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Dilig'enee,  but  Still  found  the  Soil  of  the  Disiuul  so 
Spongy  that  the  AVater  ouzed  up  into  every  foot- 
ste})  they  took.  To  their  Soii'ow,  too,  they  found 
the  lieeds  and  Bryars  more  firmly  interwoven  than 
Ihey  (lid  the  day  before.  But  the  gi'eatest  (iriev- 
nnce  was  from  large  Cypresses,  Avhich  the  Wind 
had  blown  down  and  heap'd  upon  one  another. 
On  the  Ijimbs  of  most  of  them  gi'evv  Shai'p  Snags, 
Pointing  every  way  like  so  many  Pikes,  that  re- 
(juii'd  mueh  I'ains  and  ( 'aution  to  avoid. 

These  Trees  being  Evei-gi-eens,  and  Shooting 
thcii'  i^arge  Tops  A'^ery  high,  are  easily  overset  by 
i'\ery  (instof  Wind,  because  there  is  no  fii'm  Earth 
to  Steddy  their  Roots.  Thus  many  of  them  were 
laid  prostrate  to  the  great  Encund)i"ance  of  the 
way.  Sueh  A^ariety  of  Ditlieulties  made  the  Busi- 
ness go  on  heavily,  insomueh  that,  from  Moi'ning 
till  Night,  the  Line  could  advance  no  further  than 
I  Mile  and  HI  Poles.  Never  was  li,uni,  that  cor- 
dial of  Jjife,  found  more  necessary  than  it  was  in 
this  Dirty  Place.  It  did  not  only  recruit  the  People's 
Spirits,  now  almost  Jaded  with  Fatigue,  butserv'd 
to  correct  the  Badness  of  the  Water,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  I'csist  the  Malignity  of  the  Air.  AVhen- 
(ver  the  Men  wanted  to  driidv,  which  was  very  often, 
they  had  nothing  more  to  do  but  to  make  a  Hole, 
and  the  AVater  bubbled  up  in  a  Moment.  But  it 
was  far  from  being  either  clear  or  well  tasted,  and 
had  besides  a  Physical  Effect,  from  the  Tincture  it 
I'eceiv'd  from  the  Roots  of  the  Shrubbs  and  Ti'ces 
that  grew  in  the  Neighbourhood. 

AVhile  the  Surveyors  were  thus  painfully   em- 
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ploy'd,  the  Commissioners  discharged  tlie  long- 
Score  they  had  with  Mr.  Wilson,  for  the  Men  and 
Iloi-ses  which  had  been  quurter'd  upon  him  (hiring 
onr  Expedition  to  ('oi'atnck.  F'lom  thence  w  c 
inarch'd  in  good  Order  along  the  East  Side  of  the 
Dismal,  and  passt  the  long  Bridge  that  h(;s  o\  ci' 
the  South  Branch  of  Elizabeth  River.  At  the  l<hid 
of  18  Miles  we  reacht  Timothy  Ivy's  Phintalioii, 
where  we  picht  our  Tent  for  the  first  Time,  and 
were  furnisht  with  every  thing  the  l-*lace  afforded. 

We  perceiv'd  the  happy  Efft  cts  of  Industry  in 
this  Family,  in  which  every  one  lookt  tidy  and 
clean,  and  carri'd  in  their  countenances  the  chear- 
ful  Marks  of  Plenty.  We  saw  no  Drones  there, 
Avhich  are  but  too  Common,  alas,  in  that  Part  of  the 
World.  Tho',  in  truth,  the  JJistemper  of  Laziness 
seizes  the  Men  oftener  much  than  the  Women. 
These  last  Spin,  weave  and  knit,  all  with  their 
own  Hands,  while  their  Husbands,  depending  on 
the  Bounty  of  the  C'limate,  ai-e  Sloalld'idl  in  every 
thing  but  getting  of  ('hihlrcn,  and  in  that  only 
Instance  make  themselves  useful  Members  of  an 
Infant-Cyolony. 

There  is  but  little  Wool  in  that  Province,  tho' 
Cotton  grows  very  kindly,  and,  so  fai-  South,  is  Sel- 
dom nippt  by  the  Frost.  The  Good  AVomen  mix 
this  with  their  Wool  for  their  outer  drarments; 
tho',  for  want  of  I^\dling,  that  kind  of  Mannfactni-e 
is  Open  and  Sleazy.  Flax  likewise  thi-ives  tliei-e 
extreamly,  being  pei'haps  as  line  as  any  in  the 
World,  and  I  question  not  might,  with  a  little  care, 
and  pains,  be  brought  to  rival  that  of  Egypt;  and 
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yet  the  Men  are  here  so  intolerahle  lia/y,  they  sel- 
iloiu  take  the  ti'ouble  to  propagate  it. 

J().  'J'he  Line  was  this  day  cairy'd  one  INIile  and 
liair  and  l(i  Poles.  The  Soil  continued  soft  and 
Mii'y,  but  fuller  of  Trees,  especially  White  cedars. 
Many  of  these  too  were  tlu'own  down  and  piled  in 
Heaps,  high  enough  for  a  good  ]Museo\ile  Koiiifi- 
ealion.  "^IMie  worst  of  it  was,  the  Poor  Fellows  be- 
gan now  to  be  troubled  with  Fluxes,  occasion'd  by 
bad  Water  and  moist  Ijodgings:  but  chewing  of 
Khnbarb  kept  that  Malady  within  Bounds. 

In  the  n\ean  time  the  Commissioners  decampt 
early  in  the  Morning,  and  made  a  March  of  25 
jSIiles,  as  far  as  Mr.  Andrew  Mead's,  who  lives  upon 
Nansimand  River.  They  Avere  no  sooner  gotiindei- 
the  Shelter  of  that  Hospitable  Roof,  ^jut  it  began  to 
rain  hard,  and  continued  so  to  do  gi-eat  part  of  the 
Night.  Tills  gave  them  naich  Pain  foi-  their 
l^riends  in  the  Dismal,  whose  sufferings  spoilt  their 
Taste  for  the  good  Chear,  wherewith  they  were 
entertain'd  themselves. 

Howevei-,  late  that  Evening,  these  poor  Men  had 
tile  Fortune  to  come  upon  another  Terra-firma, 
which  was  the  Jjuckyei-  for  them,  because  the  Lower 
ground,  by  the  rain  that  fell,  was  made  a  litter 
liodging  for  '^l^adpoles  than  men. 

In  our  Journey  we  reniarkt  that  the  North  Side 
f)f  this  great  Swamp  lies  higher  than  either  the 
Fast  or  the  AVest,  nor  were  the  appioaches  to  it  so 
full  of  Surd<eu  (Jrounds.  We  passt  by  no  less  than 
two  Quaker  Meeting  J  louses,  one  of  which  had  an 
Awkward  Ornament  on  the  West  End  of  it,  that 
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seem'd  to  Ape  a  Steeple.  I  must  own  I  expected 
no  such  Piece  of  Foppery  from  a  Sect  of  so  uuich 
outside  Simplicity. 

That  persuasion  prevails  nuich  in  the  lower  end 
of  Nansimond  county,  for  want  of  Ministei-s  to 
Pilot  the  People  a  decentei-  way  to  Heaven. 

The  ill  Keputation  of  Tobacco  planted  in  those 
lower  Parishes  makes  the  Clergy  unwillin--  to  ac- 
cept of  them,  unless  it  be  such  whose  abilities  arc- 
as  mean  as  their  Pay.  Thus,  whether  tlie  ( 'hnrcht^s 
be  quite  void  or  but  indifferently  lilled,  the  (^nakers 
wdl  have  an  Oppoi-tunity  of  gaining  Proselytes. 
Tis  a  wonder  no  Popish  Missionaries  are  sent  froni 
Maryland  to  labour  in  this  Neglected  A^ineyard, 
who  we  know  have  Zeal  enough  to  traverse  Sea 
and  Land  on  the  Meritorious  Errand  of  making 
converts. 

Nor  is  it  less  Sti-ange  that  some  Wolf  in  Sheep's 
cloathing  arrives  not  from  New  England  to  lead 
astray  a  Flock  that  has  no  shepherd.  People-  un- 
instructed  in  any  Peligion  are  i-eady  to  embi-ace 
the  first  that  offers.  Tis  natural  foi-  helpless  man 
to  adore  his  Maker  in  Some  Form  or  othei-,  and 
were  there  any  exception  to  this  Rule,  I  should  ex- 
pect it  to  be  among  the  Hottentots  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  and  of  North  Carolina. 

There  fell  a  great  deal  of  Rain  in  the  Night, 
accompany'd  with  a  Strong  Wind.  The  fellow- 
feeling  we  had  for  the  poor  Dismalites,  on  Ac- 
count of  this  unkind  Weather,  rcnderVl  the  Down 
we  laid  upon  uneasy.  We  fancy'd  them  half- 
drown'd  in  their  Wet  Lodging,   with    the  Trees 
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l)lo\ving  clown  about  their  Ears.  These  Were  the 
(iloomy  Images  our  Fears  Suggested;  tlio'  twas 
so  mucli  uneasiness  clear  gain.  They  happen'd  to 
coine  of  much  better,  by  l)eing  luckily  encampt  on 
the  dry  piece  of  Ground  afore-niention'd. 

17.  I'hey  wei'e,  however,  foict  to  keep  the  Sab- 
))ath  in  Sjjite  (»f  theii-  Teeth,  contrary  to  the  Dispen- 
sation onr  good  Chaplain  had  given  them.  Indeed, 
theii-  Shoit  allowance  of  Provision  would  have 
jiistif^'d  their  making  the  best  of  their  way,  with- 
out Distinction  of  days.  Twas  certainly  a  AYork 
both  of  Necessity  and  Self-pi'eservation,  to  save 
themselves  from  Starving.  JSevertheless,  the  hard 
Ilain  had  nnide  every  thing  so  thorcmghly  wet, 
that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  do  any  Business. 
They  therefore  made  a  vertue  of  what  they  could 
not  help,  and  contentedly  lested  in  their  dry 
Situation. 

Since  the  Surveyors  had  enter'd  the  Dismal, 
they  had  laid  Elyes  on  no  living  C'reatuie:  neithei' 
Hii-d  noi'  iieast.  Insect  nor  Reptile  came  in  View. 
Doidjtless,  the  Eternal  Shade  that  broods  over 
this  mighty  Hog,  and  hinders  the  sun-beams  fi'om 
blessing  the  (1  round,  makes  it  an  uncomfortable 
Habitation  for  any  thing  that  has  life.  Not  so 
nuich  as  a  Zealand  Frog  cou'd  endure  so  Aguish  a 
Sitiuition. 

It  had  one  iieauty,  however,  that  delighted  the 
Eye,  tho'  at  the  Expense  of  all  the  other  Senses: 
the  Moisture  of  the  Soil  preserves  a  continual 
Verdure,  and  nuikes  every  Plant  an  Evergreen, 
but  at  the  same  time  the  foul  Damps  ascenil  with- 
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out  ceasing,  corrupt  the  Air,  ami  render  it  unlit  for 
Ivespiration.  Not  even  a  Turlcey-Jiuzzaid  will 
venture  to  fly  over  it,  no  more  tlian  tlie  Italian 
Vultures  will  over  the  filthy  Lake  Aveiims,  or  the 
Bh-ds  in  the  Holy-Land  over  the  Salt  Sea,  wht-n: 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  t'oi-mei'ly  stood.' 

In  these  sad  Cii'eumstances,the  kindest  thing  we 
cou'd  do  for  our  Suffering  Friends  was  to  gisc; 
them  a  place  in  the  Litany.  Our  Chaplain,  for  his 
Part,  did  his  Office,  and  rubb'd  us  up  with  a  Sea- 
sonable Sei'mon.  This  was  quite  a  new  thing  t(^ 
our  Brethren  of  Noi'th  Carolina,  who  live  in  a 
climate  where  no  clergyman  can  Breathe,  any  nii)vc 
than  Spiders  in  Ireland. 

For  want  of  men  in  Holy  Oi'ders,  both  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  ami  rliistices  of  the  J'eace  aie 
empower'd  by  the  Laws  of  that  Countiy  to  marry 
all  those  who  will  not  take  One  another's  Word; 
but  for  the  ceremony  of  Christening  their  children, 
they  trust  that  to  chance.  If  a  Parson  come  in 
their  way,  they  will  crave  a  Cast  of  his  office,  as 
they  call  it,  else  they  are  content  their  Offspiing 
should  remain  as  Ari'ant  I'agans   as  themselves. 

'  Byrd's    description    of    this  juniper-trees,     wliicli      aboiuul 

swainp  is  too  unfavorable.    Tlie  tliere.     It    is    popularly    called 

place  is  not  uninhabited  at  this  "juniper  water,"    and    is   held 

day.     Persons  who  live  in  the  in  such  high  esteem  as  drinking 

adjacent  counties  go  thitherto  water   that   the   inhabitants  of 

hunt    bears   and   deer   as  well  that  whole   region   send  for  it 

as  wildcats.     In  the   swamp  is  for  many  miles.     I  am  assured, 

Lake    Drummond,    a     favorite  also,  that  there  are  many  snakes 

angling-ground  for  local  sports-  in    the   swamp,    and   the    only 

men.     The   water,  which   from  reason  Byrd's  surveyors  did  not 

its  dark  color  might  well  seem  encounter    them    is    tlie    early 

unwholesome  to  the  ol)servers,  season  at  which  the  expedition 

Is  discolored    by   roots  of   the  was  made.  — KuiToii. 
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They  account  it  among'  their  greatest  advantages 
that  tliey  ai'e  not  I'riest-ridden,  not  reniendjering 
tliat  the  C^'lergy  is  rai'ely  guilty  of  IJesti-iding  sueli 
as  have  the  misfortune  to  be  poor.' 

One  tiling  may  be  said  for  the  Inhabitants  <jf 
that  Province,  that  they  are  not  troubled  with  any 
Religious  Fumes,  and  have  tlie  least  Superstition 
of  any  People  living.  They  do  not  know  Sunda}' 
from  any  otlier  day,  any  more  than  Kobiiison 
Chusoe  did,  which  would  give  them  a  great  Ad- 
vantage were  they  given  to  be  industrious.  Hut 
they  keep  so  many  Sabbaths  every  week,  that  their 
disregard  of  the  Seventh  Day  has  no  manner  of 
cruelty  in  it,  either  to  Sei'vants  or  C-attle. 

It  was  with  some  dilHculty  we  eou'd  make  our 
People  (|uit  the  good  chear  they  met  with  at  this 
I  louse,  so  it  was  late  befoi'e  we  took  our  Departure; 
but  to  make  us  amends,  our  Landlord  was  so  good 
as  to  conduct  us  Ten  Miles  on  our  Way,  as  far  as 
the  Cypress  Swamp,  which  drains  itself  into  the 
Dismal.  Eight  Miles  beyond  that  we  forded  the 
AVaters  of  CJoropeak,  which  tend  the  same  way  as 
do  many  othei's  on  that  side.  In  Six  Miles  more 
we  reacht  the  Plantation  of  Mr.  Thomas  Spight, 
a  Urandee  of  N  Carolina.  We  found  the  good 
Man  upon  his  Crutches,  being  crippled  with  the 
(ioiit  in  both  his  Iviiees.  Here  Ave  Hattei-'d  our- 
selves we  should  by  this  time  meet  with  good  Tyd- 
ings  of   the  Surveyors,   but    had    leckon'd,    alas! 

1  Governor  Burrington  in  1731  Tliere  were  at  tliat  time  a  few 
coiiHriim  this  atatenient  (Col.  BaptibL  and  Quakfer  congrega- 
RecH.   of  N,    C,    III.    162-153).      tioiiH  in  Nurtii  Carolina. 
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without  onr  Host:  on  t]ie  Contrary,  we  were  told 
the  Dismal  was  at  least  Thiity  Miles  wide  at  that 
Place.  However,  as  nobody  could  say  this  on  his 
own  Knowledge,  we  Ordei-'d  Guns  to  be  hred  and 
a  Drum  to  be  beaten,  but  i-eceiv'd  no  Answer, 
luiless  it  was  from  that  prating  Nymph  Echo,  who, 
like  a  loquacious  Wife,  will  always  have  the  last 
Word,  and  Sometimes  leturn  three  for  one. 

18.  It  was  indeed  no  AVonder  oin*  Signal  was  not 
heard  at  that  time,  by  the  People  in  the  Dismal, 
because,  in  Truth,  they  had  not  then  penetratt;(l 
one  Third  of  theii-  way.  They  had  that  Morning 
fallen  to  work  with  great  Vigour;  and,  (huling  the 
(Ground  better  than  Oi'dinary,  drove  on  the  l/nie  '2 
Miles  and  'AS  poles.  This  was  reclcon'd  an  Her- 
culean day's  Work,  antl  yet  they  wonhl  not  have 
kStopp'd  there,  had  not  an  impenetrable  cedai- 
Thicket  chekt  their  Industry,  ihw  Landloid  had 
seated  Himself  on  the  IJoi'ders  of  this  Dismal,  foi' 
the  Advantage  of  the  (Ji-een  Food  His  Cattle  lind 
there  all  Winter,  and  for  the  liooting  that  Sup- 
ports His  Hogs.  This,  ]  own,  is  some  convenience 
to  his  Purse,  for  which  his  whole  Family  pay  deai- 
in  their  Persons,  for  they  are  devoured  l)y  nuis- 
ketas  all  the  Summer,  and  have  Agues  ever> 
Spring  and  Fall,  which  C!orrupt  all  the  Juices  of 
tlieir  Bodies,  give  them  a  (cadaverous  complexictn, 
and  besitles  a  lazy,  cieepi ng  Habit,  which  tliey 
never  get  rid  of. 

19.  We  Ordered  Several  Men  to  Patrole  on  the 
Edge  of  the  Dismal,  both  towards  the  North  and 
towaids  the  South,  and  to  lire  (Juns  at  proper  Dis- 
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tanees.  This  they  perforniM  veiy  piuu'tually,  but 
con'il  hear  nothing  in  return,  nor  gain  any  kSort  of 
Iiiteihgenoe.  In  the  mean  time  whole  FhK'ks  ol' 
AVonien  and  ('liihlren  Hew  hithei-  to  Stai-e  at  us, 
with  as  mneh  curiosity  as  if  we  had  lately  Landed 
from  liantam  or  Morocco. 

iSome  Bordei'ers,  too,  liad  a  gi-eat  Mind  to  know 
where  the  Line  Avou'd  come  out,  being  for  the  most 
jjait  Appi-ehensive  lest  their  Lands  Should  lie 
taken  into  Vii'ginia.  In  that  case  they  nuist  have 
submitted  to  some  Sort  of  Oi'der  and  Govermnent ; 
whereas,  in  N  Cai-olina,  every  One  does  what 
seems  l)est  in  his  own  Eyes.  Tliei'e  were  some 
good  Women  that  brought  theii'  childi'eii  to  be 
liaptizM,  but  brought  no  (iapous  along  with  them 
to  make  the  solemnity  cheerful,  in  the  mean  time 
it  was  Strange  that  none  came  to  be  mai'i-y'd  in 
such  a  Multitude,  if  it  had  only  been  for  the  Nov- 
elty of  having  their  Mauds  Joyn'd  by  one  in  Holy 
Oidei-s.  Yet  so  it  was,  that  tho'  our  chajjlaiii 
( 'hristen'd  above  an  Hundred,  he  did  not  marry  so 
MUich  as  one  Couple  dui'eing  the  whole  Expedition. 
lint  marriage  is  reckoii'd  a  Lay  contract  in  Caro- 
lina, as  r  said  before,  and  a  Country  fTustice  can 
tie  the  fatal  Knot  thei'e,  as  fast  as  an  Arch- 
Hi. shop. 

None  of  our  A'^isitei's  coidd,  liowevei-,  tell  us  any 
News  of  the  Sxirveyors,  noi-  Indeed  was  it  possible 
any  of  them  sliou'd  at  tliat  time,  They  being  still 
lal)oring  in  the  Mid.st  of  the  Dismal. 

It  seems  they  wei'e  able  to  carry  the  Line  this 
Day  no  fvnther  than  one  mile  and  Gl  Poles,  and 


that  wfiole  distuace  was  thro'  a  Miry  cedar  Hogg, 
where  the  ground  trembled  under  their  Feet  must 
tVightfuUy.  In  many  places  too  their  Passage  was 
retarded  by  a  great  number  of  fallen  Tiees,  tiiat 
lay  Iloising  upon  one  Another. 

Tho'  many  circumstances  eoncurr'd  to  make 
this  an  xinwholesome  {Situation,  yet  the  Poor  men 
had  no  time  to  be  sick,  nor  can  one  conceive  a 
more  Calamitous  Case  than  it  would  have  been  to 
be  laid  up  in  that  uncomfoitable  Quagmire.  Never 
were  Patients  more  ti'actable,  or  Avilling  to  take 
Physick,  than  these  honest  Fellows;  but  it  was 
from  a  Dread  of  laying  their  Bones  in  a  Hogg 
that  wou'd  soon  spew  them  up  again.  That  Con- 
sideration also  put  them  u|Jon  moie  caution  ajjout 
their  l^odging. 

They  iiist  cover'd  the  Ground  with  Square 
Pieces  of  Cypress  bark,  which  now,  in  the  Spi-ing, 
they  cou'd  easily  Slip  off  the  Tree  for  that  pui'jjose. 
Cn  this  they  Spread  their  Jiedding;  but  unhappily 
the  Weight  and  Warmth  of  their  Bodies  made  the 
Water  rise  up  betwixt  the  Joints  of  the  Bark,  to 
their  great  Inconvenience.  Thus  they  lay  not 
only  moist,  but  also  exceedingly  cold,  because 
their  Fires  were  continually  going  out.  For  no 
sooner  was  the  Trash  upon  the  Surface  burnt 
away,  but  innnediately  the  Fire  was  extinguisht  by 
the  Moisture  of  the  Soil,  Insonmch  that  it  was 
great  part  of  the  Centinel's  Business  to  rekindle  it 
again  in  a  Fresh  Place,  every  Quarter  of  an  lloui-. 
Nor  cou'd  they  indeed  do  their  duty  better,  because 
Cold   was   the   only   Enemy   they   had    to   (ruard 
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against  in  a  miserable  Moi'ass,  where  nothing  can 
inhabit. 

20.  We  could  get  no  Tidings  yet  of  oiii-  Brave 
Adventurers,  notwithstanding  we  despatcht  men  to 
the  likeliest  Stations  to  enquire  after  them.  They 
wei-e  still  Scullling  in  the  Mire,  anil  could  not 
Possibly  foi'ward  the  Line  this  whole  day  more  than 
t)iie  JSIile  and  04  Ciiains.  Every  Step  of  this  iJay's 
Woik  was  thio'  a  cedar  Bog,  where  the  Trees  were 
somewhat  Smaller  and  giew  more  into  a  Thicket. 
It  was  now  a  gieat  Misfortune  to  the  Men  to  find 
their  Provisions  grow  less  as  their  ]jabour  grew 
greater;  They  were  all  foi-ct  to  come  to  short 
Allowance,  and  consequently  to  work  hard  without 
filling  their  Bellies.  Tho'  this  was  very  severe 
upon  English  Stomachs,  yet  the  People  were  so 
fai'  from  being  discomfited  at  it,  that  they  still  kept 
up  theii'  good  Humour,  and  meriily  told  a  young 
Fellow  in  the  Company,  who  lo«jkt  very  Plump 
and  Wholesome,  that  he  must  expect  to  go  first  to 
Pot,  if  matters  shou'd  come  to  Extremity. 

This  was  only  said  by  way  of  Jest,  yet  it  made 
Him  thoughtful  in  earnest.  However,  for  the 
Present  he  retnrn'd  them  a  very  civil  answei',  let- 
ting them  know  that,  dead  or  alive,  he  shou'd  be 
glad  to  be  useful  to  such  worthy  good  Fi'iends. 
lint,  after  all,  this  Humorous  Saying  hatl  one  ver}^ 
good  l^]l'fect,  for  that  yonkt-r,  who  bi'fore  was  a  little 
enclin'd  by  his  (joustitution  to  be  lazy,  grew  on  a 
Sudden  Extreandy  Industrious,  tliatso  thei'e  might 
be  less  Occasion  to  carbouade  him  foi-  the  good  of 
his  Felluw-Travellers. 
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While  our  Fj-iends  were  thus  euihan'iisst  iu  Uic 
Dismal,  the  Commissioners  be<>'aii  to  ly  under  jjfreat 
uneasiness  for  them.  They  knew  very  well  their 
Provisions  nuist  by  this  time  begin  to  fall  Short, 
nor  cou'd  they  conceive  any  likely  means  of  a 
►Supply.  At  this  time  of  the  Year  both  the  Cattle 
and  Iloggs  had  forsaken  tiie  Skirts  of  the  Dismal, 
invited  by  the  Spriuging  C^i-ass  on  the  lirm  Land. 
Ail  our  liopes  were  that  I'rovidence  wou'd  cause 
some  AVild  Game  to  fall  in  their  way,  or  else  direct 
them  to  a  wholesome  Vegetable  for  Subsistence. 
In  Short  they  were  haunted  with  so  many  Frights 
on  this  Occasion,  that  they  Avere  in  truth  more 
uneasy  than  the  Persons  whose  Case  they  la- 
mented. 

We  had  several  Visiters  from  Edenton,  in  the 
vVfternoon,  tiiat  came  with  Mr.  (iale,  who  had  pru- 
dently left  us  at  Corotuck,  to  Scuflle  thro'  that 
dirty  Countiy  by  oiu-  Selves.  These  (fCntlemeu, 
having  good  Noses,  had  smelt  out,  at  80  ^files 
Oistance,  the  Precious  Ijiquor,  Avith  which  the 
jjiberality  of  our  good  Friend  Mr.  ISFead  had  just 
before  Su{)ply'd  us.  That  generous  I'erson  had 
jiidg'd  very  right,  that  we  were  now  got  out  of  the 
ijatitude  of  Drink  proper  for  men  in  AfHiction,  and 
theiefore  was  so  good  as  to  send  liis  Cart  loaden 
Avith  all  soits  of  refreshments,  for  Avhich  the  Com- 
missioners return'd  Jlim  their  Thanks,  and  the 
Chai)lain  His  IJlessing. 

21.  The  Surveyors  and  their  Attendants  began 
noAV  in  good  Faiiiest  to  be  alarm'd  Avitli  Apprehen- 
sions of  Famine,  nor  could  they  forbear  looking 
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with  Some  Sort  ot"  Appetite  upon  a  tloj;-  that  had 
been  the  faithful  Companion  of  their  Traveis. 

Their  T*rovision.s  weie  now  neaiexliausted.  They 
had  this  Morniii<^  made  the  hist  Dislrihntioii,  tiiat 
so  eaeh  )iii<jcl)t  llus))aiid  his  small  Pittance  as  he 
pleas'd.  Now  it  was  that  the  fresh  C'oh)nrM  ^'ouiij:,- 
Man  began  to  ti'endjle  every  Joint  of  Him,  lia\  ing- 
(h-eamed,  tlie  Night  befoi'e,  thai  tlie  Iiuhans  were 
about  to  TJarbacue  him  over  live  coals. 

The  Prospect  of  Famine  determiiiM  the  People, 
at  last,  with  one  consent,  to  abauihui  the  Line  for 
tlie  I'reseiit,  which  advanced  biil  slowly,  and  make 
the  best  of  their  way  to  firm  Jiaiid.  Acconliiigly 
they  sat  off  very  early,  and,  by  the  help  of  the 
(Jonipass  which  they  cairied  along  with  them, 
Steer'd  a  direct  Westwardly  Course.  Theyinarcht 
from  Morning  till  Nighl,  and  CJomputed  their 
Journey  to  amount  to  about  4  Miles,  which  was 
a  great  Avay,  considering  the  diflicnlties  of  the 
CTround.  It  was  all  along  a  Cedai-Swamp,  so  dirty 
and  j)eiplext,  that  if  they  had  not  travell'd  for  their 
Lives,  they  cou'd  not  have  reacht  so  far. 

On  their  way  they  espied  a  Turkey-lJuzzard, 
that  flew  piodigioiisly  high  to  get  above  the  Noi- 
some Exhalations  that  ascend  from  that  HIthy 
place.  This  they  were  willing  to  iinde]  stand  as  a 
good  Omen,  according  to  the  Superstitions  of  the 
Ancients,  who  had  great  Faith  in  the  Flight  of 
Vultures.  However,  after  all  this  tedious  Journey, 
they  could  yet  discover  no  Fnd  of  their  toil,  which 
made  them  very  pensive,  especially  after  they  had 
eat  the  lust  Morsel  of  their  Provisions.      But  to 


tlirii-  ims[)t'akiil)le  conit'oit,  when  all  was  hiishi  in 
tlif  i'Jvt'ning,  they  heard  the  ("attle  low,  and  the 
I)()<2fs  hark,  very  distinctly,  which,  to  Men  in  that 
distress,  was  more  delightful  Music  than  Faustina 
or  Farinelli  cou'd  have  made.  In  the  mean  time 
the  Commissiouei's  could  get  no  News  of  them 
from  any  of  their  Visiters,  who  assemhled  from 
eveiy  Point  of  the  ('ompass. 

But  the  good  Landloi-d  had  Visiters  of  another 
kintl  while  we  were  thei-e,  that  is  to  say,  some  in- 
dustrious Masters  of  Ships,  that  lay  in  Nansi- 
mond  River.  These  worthy  Commanders  came  to 
bespeak  Tobacco  fi-oni  these  Parts  to  make  up  their 
Jjoadings,  in  Contempt  of  the  Virginia  liuw,  which 
J*ositively  forbad  their  taking  in  any  nuule  in 
North  Cai'olina.  Nor  was  this  Resti'aint  at  all  un- 
reasonable; because  they  have  no  J^aw  in  (!arolina, 
either  to  mend  the  Quality  or  lessen  the  quantity 
of  Tobacco,  or  so  much  as  to  prevent  the  tuiiiing 
out  of  Seconds,  all  which  cases  have  been  pro- 
vided against  by  the  LaAvs  of  Virginia.  Wher- 
fore,  there  can  be  no  reason  wliy  the  Iidiabitants  of 
that  Province  Shou'd  have  the  same  Advantage  of 
Shi|)ping  their  Toliacco  in  oiir  Parts,  when  they 
will  by  no  means  submit  to  the  same  Restrictions 
that  we  do. 

22.  Our  Patrole  happen'd  not  to  go  far  enough  to 
the  Northward  this  Moi'ning,  if  they  had,  the  I'eople 
in  the  Dismal  might  have  heard  the  Repoit  of  their 
Guns.  For  this  Reason  they  return'd  without  any 
Tydings,  which  threw  us  into  a  great  tho'  unneces- 
sary Peiplexity.      This  was  now   the   Ninth   day 
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since  they  enter'd  into  that  inhospitable  Swamp,  and 
consequently  we  had  reason  to  believe  tluir  Provi- 
sions were  quite  Spent. 

We  knew  they  woikt  hard,  and  therefore  wonld 
eat  heartily,  so  long  as  they  had  wherewithal  to 
recruit  theii-  Spii-its,  not  imagining  the  Swamp  so 
wide  as  they  found  it.  Had  we  been  able  to  guess 
where  the  Line  wou'd  come  out,  we  woii'd  have 
sent  men  to  meet  them  with  a  iVesh  Supply;  but  as 
we  con'd  know  nothing  of  that,  and  as  we  had 
neither  Compass  noi-  Siu'veyor  to  guide  a  Messeii- 
ger  on  siu;h  an  Errand,  we  were  unwilling  to 
expose  him  to  no  l^uipose;  Therefore,  all  we  were 
able  to  do  for  them,  in  so  great  an  Exti'ennty,  was 
to  i-econnneud  them  to  a  Mei-eiful  I'l'ovidence. 

However  long  we  might  thiidi  the  time,  yet  we 
were  cautious  of  Shewing  our  imeasiness,  for  fear 
of  Mortif^'iug  our  Ijandlord.  He  had  Done  his  best 
for  us,  and  thei'efore  we  were  unwilling  he  should 
thiidc  us  dissatisfy'd  Avith  our  Entertainment.  In 
the  midst  of  our  concern,  we  were  most  agreeably 
surpriz'd,  just  after  Dinner,  with  the  News  that 
the  Dismalites  were  all  Safe.  These  blessed  Tid- 
ings were  brought  to  us  by  Mr.  Swan,  the  Caro- 
liiia-Sin"veyoi',  who  came  to  us  in  a  very  tatter'd 
condition. 

After  very  Short  Salutations,  we  got  about  Him 
as  if  He  had  been  a  Hottentot,  and  began  to  In- 
•  piire  into  his  Adventures.  He  gave  us  a  Detail 
of  their  uncomfortable  Voyage  thro'  the  Dismal, 
and  told  us,  particularly,  they  had  pursued  their 
Journey   early  that  Morning,  encouraged  by  the 
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j^ood  Omen  of  seeing  the  Crows  fly  over  llu-ir 
Heads;  that,  after  an  llonr's  niareh  over  very 
Kotten  Ground,  they,  on  a  Sudden,  l)egan  to  find 
lliemselves  among  tall  Pines,  that  grew  in  the 
AVater,  whicli  in  Many  Plaees  was  Knee-deep. 
This  Pine  Swamp,  into  which  that  of  Coiopeak 
drain'd  itself,  extended  near  a  Mile  in  IJreadtii; 
and  tho'  it  was  exceedingly  wet,  yet  it  was 
nmch  harder  at  Bottom  than  the  rest  of  the  Swamp; 
that  ahont  Ten  in  the  Morning,  they  recovered 
linn  Land,  which  they  embraced  with  as  mneli 
Pleasure  as  Shipwreckt  Wretches  do  the  shoar. 

After  these  honest  adventurers  had  congratu- 
lated each  other''s  Deliverance,  their  (ii'st  Inquiry 
was  foi'  a  good  House,  whei-e  they  might  Satisfy 
the  Finportunity  of  their  Stomachs.  Their  good 
lienius  directed  them  to  Mi'.  Biinkley's,  who 
dwells  a  little  to  the  Sonlhward  of  the  Line.  This 
Man  began  inunediately  to  be  veiy  inf|uisitive,  but 
they  declar'd  they  had  no  Spirits  to  answer  (Ques- 
tions till  after  Dinner. 

"  But  pray,  (gentlemen,"  said  he,  "  answei'  me 
One  Question  at  least:  what  shall  we  get  for  yoiu- 
Dinner?"  To  which  they  replied,  "No  Matter 
what,  provided  it  be  but  Enough."  He  kindly 
supply'd  their  Wants  as  soon  as  possible,  and  by 
the  Strength  of  that  Refreshment  they  made  a 
Shift  to  come  to  us  in  the  Evening,  to  tell  their 
own  Story.  They  all  lookt  very  thin,  and  as 
ragged  as  the  Gibeonite  Andiassadors  did  in  the 
days  of  Yore.  Our  Surveyors  told  us  they  had 
measur'd  Ten  Miles  in  the  Dismal,  and  Computed 
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the  Distiince  they  had  Maroht  since  to  ainouiiL  to 
about  five  inoi'e,  So  they  made  the  whole  Breadth 
to  be  15  Miles  in  all. 

2.'J.  It  was  very  reasonable  that  the  Surveyois, 
and  the  men  who  had  been  Sharers  in  their  Fatigue, 
should  now  have  a  little  Rest.  They  were  all,  ex- 
cept one,  in  <;()od  Health  and  j^ood  heart,  blessed 
be  God!  notwithstamliiii^'  the  dreadl'ul  llaidships 
they  had  j^one  through,  ft  was  really  a  I'leasure 
to  see  the  (yliearl'nlness  whei'ewith  they  receiv'd 
the  Ordei'  to  pi'ejiare  to  re-enter  the  Dismal  on  the 
Monday  followin^^,  in  order  to  continue  the  Line 
iVoni  the  Place  where  they  had  left  off  measurhig-, 
that  so  we  mi<;'ht  have  the  Exact  Breadth  of  that 
Dirty  IMace.  There  were  no  moi'e  than  two  of 
them  that  cou'd  be  perswaded  to  be  reliev'd  on  this 
Occasion,  or  Suffer  the  other  men  to  Share  the 
Credit  of  that  bold  Undertakin<^,  Neither  wou'd 
these  have  Suffer'd  it  had  not  one  of  them  been 
very  lame,  and  the  Other  much  Indispos'd. 

By  the  Description  the  Sui-veyors  <,^ave  of  the 
Dismal,  we  were  convinc'd  that  nothing-  but  the 
Exceeding  dry  Season  we  had  been  bless'd  with 
cou'd  have  made  the  passing  of  it  practicable.  It 
is  the  Source  of  no  less  than  five  Several  Rivers 
which  discharge  themselves  Southward  into  Albe- 
marle Sound,  and  of  two  that  run  noi-therly  into 
Virginia.  From  thence  tis  easy  to  imagine  that  the 
Soil  nuist  be  thoroughly  Soakt  with  AVatei-,  or  else 
there  must  be  plentiful  Stores  of  it  under  Ground; 
to  supply  so  many  Rivers;  especially  since  there  is 
no  Lake,  or  any  considerable  Body  of  that  Element 
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to  be  seen  on  the  Surface.  The  Kivers  tliat  IIc;a(l 
ill  it  from  Virginia  are  the  Soutii  Branch  of  Naiisi- 
inond,  and  the  West  Branch  of  Ehzal)eth;  and 
those  from  ('ai-olina  are  North-west  Kiveij^  North 
Kiver,  Pasquetank,  Little  River,  and  I'ecpiimoiis. 

There  is  one  remarkable  pait  of  the  Dismal, 
lying  to  the  south  of  the  Ijiiie,  that  has  feu  or  no 
Trees  gi-ovviiig  on  it,  but  c(mtains  a  lai'gc  Tract 
of  tall  Reeds.  These  being  gieen  all  the  \'eai- 
round,  and  waveing  with  every  Wind,  have  pro- 
cur'd  it  the  Name  of  the  Green  Sea. 

AVe  are  nf>t  yet  acquainted  with  the  precise  Ex- 
tent of  the  Dismal,  the  whole  haveing  never  been 
Survey'd;  but  it  may  be  C'omputed  at  a  Medium  to 
be  about  30  Miles  long  and  10  Miles  broad,  tho' 
where  the  Line  erost  it,  twas  compleatly  \r>  Miles 
wide.  But  it  seems  to  grow  Nari-ower  towards 
the  Noi'th,  or  at  least  does  so  in  many  Places. 
The  Exhalations  that  contimudly  rise  from  this 
vast  Body  of  mii-e  and  Nastiness  infect  the  Air  for 
many  Miles  round,  and  i-ender  it  very  unvvlioie- 
some  for  the  Boidering  Iidiabitants.  It  nnikes 
them  liable  to  Agues,  Pleui'isies,  and  many  other 
Distempers,  that  kill  abundance  of  People,  and 
make  the  rest  look  no  bettei-  than  Ghosts.  It 
wou'd  requiie  a  great  Sum  of  Money  to  drain  it, 
but  the  Publick  Treasure  cou'd  not  be  better  be- 
stow'd,  than  to  preserve  the  Lives  of  his  Majesty's 
Liege  People,  and  at  the  same  time  render  so 
great  a  Tract  of  swamp  very  Pi'otitable,  besides 
the  advantage  of  making  a  Channel  to  tians- 
port    by    water-cai'riage    goods     from    Albemai'le 
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Sound  into  Naiisiiiioiid  and  lijlizalietli  Kivers,  in 
Virj^inia. 

24.  This  l^eing-  Sunday,  we  liad  a  Numerous  con- 
gi-e<;ation,  which  liockt  to  our  Quarters  t'roiu  all  the 
adjacent  (Country.  The  News  that  our  Suiveyors 
wen!  come  out  of  the  Dismal,  iucreas'd  the  Numl)er 
veiy  miicli,  because  it  wou'd  jifive  them  au  Oppor- 
tunity oC  "guessing,  at  least,  whereabouts  the  Line 
Avou'd  cut,  whei-eby  they'  miji^ht  i'oi-m  Some  fJudg- 
ment  whether  they  belongM  to  Yii-ginia  or  Caro- 
lina. Those  who  had  taken  up  l^and  within  the 
T^isputed  Hounds  were  in  great  pain  lest  it  should 
be  fouud  to  ly  in  Virginia;  because  this  being 
done  contrary  to  an  Express  Order  of  that  govern- 
ment, the  Patentees  had  great  reason  to  feai'  they 
should  in  tliat  case  have  lost  their  land.  But  their 
Apprehensions  wei"e  now  at  an  end,  when  they 
understood  that  all  the  Teri'itory  which  had  been 
controverted  Avas  like  to  be  left  in  (Carolina. 

Tn  the  afternoon,  those  who  were  to  re-enter  the 
Dismal  were  furnisht  with  the  Necessary  Provi- 
sions, and  Oi-der'd  to  repair  the  Over-N^ight  to 
their  Landloid,  Petei-  Brinkley's,  that  they  might 
be  ready  to  begin  their  Business  early  on  ]Srr)nday 
Morning.  INfr.  Trvin  Avas  excus'd  from  the  Fatigue, 
ill  complement  to  his  Lungs;  Init  IVIi-.  Mayo  and 
Mr.  Swan  were  Kobust  enough  to  i-eturu  u[)on  that 
painful  Service,  and,  to  do  them  Justice,  they  went 
with  great  Alacrity.  The  Truth  was,  they  now 
kncAV  the  worst  of  it;  and  cou'd  guess  pretty  near 
at  the  time  Avhen  they  might  hope  to  return  to  Land 
again. 
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25.  The  Air  was  chillM  tliis  Moniinj^'with  a  tSiiiaii 
North-west  Wind,  which  t'avour'd  the  Disiiiaiites 
ill  their  Dirty  IVFarcli.  They  letuniM  by  the  I'alh 
they  had  made  in  eoiiiiiij;-  out,  and  with  ^ital  In- 
dustry arriv'd  in  the  lilvenin<^'  al  tlie  Spot  where  Uk- 
Line  liad  been  diseontiiined. 

Aftei'  so  lonj^  and  hd)orions  a  rlonrney,  lliey 
were  ghid  to  repose  themselves  on  their  eonelu  s 
of  Cypress-bai"k,  wliere  tlieii-  sleep  Avas  as  sweet  as 
it  wou'd  have  been  on  a  lied  of  Finland  l)<)un. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  Avho  stay'd  beliind  had 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  make  the  liest  o]>s(i\  alions 
we  cou'd  npoii  that  I*art  of  the  Country.  Tlie  Soil 
of  our  Landlord's  Plantation,  tho'  none  of  the  besl, 
seeni'd  more  fei'tile  than  any  Ihereabouls,  where  Ihi- 
Ground  is  near  as  Sandy  as  the  Oesarts  of  Affriea, 
and  consequently  barren.  The  Ivoad  lead inji,- from 
thence  to  Edenton,  being  in  distance  about  '11  Miles, 
lies  upon  a  Ridge  call'd  Sandy-liidge,  wliieh  is  so 
wretchedly  Poor  that  it  will  not  bring  I'otaloes. 

The  Pines  in  this  Part  of  the  eountiy  are  of  a 
different  Species  from  those  that  grow  in  Virginia: 
their  bearded  Leaves  are  much  longei-  and  their 
Cones  much  larger.  Each  Cell  contains  a  Seed  of 
the  Size  and  Figure  of  a  black-ey'd  Pea,  which, 
Shedding  in  November,  is  very  good  Mast  for  1  logs, 
and  fattens  them  in  a  Short  time. 

1  According  to  the  Old  Style  be    poBitivoly    misleading,  and 

the  new  year  began  on  March  the  editor  has  ventured  to  devi- 

25,  and  in  the  manuscript  the  ate    from    the    literal    text    in 

new  year  appears  as  1729.    Tliis,  thin  single  particular,  so  as  to 

however,    is    an    error    of    llui  iiiiilio    llm    iio(!ili'il    coiii  ilion 

t'oiiyiHl,  MH  (ho  lino  was  run  in  I  luMii^luiiit.    tlic    rciiiniiiiUM-    of 

IVJS.    To  rcpmil  this  error  would  the  lliwlory. 
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The  Smallest  of  these  Pines  are  full  of  Cones, 
which  are  8  or  9  Inches  long,  and  each  affords 
conniionly  GO  or  70  Seeds.  This  Kind  of  Mast  has 
the  Advantage  of  all  other,  by  being  more  con- 
stant, and  less  liable  to  l)e  nippt  by  the  Frost,  oi' 
]<]aten  by  the  Cater|jillars.  The  Trees  also  abound 
more  with  Turpentine,  and  consequently  yield 
more  Tarr,  than  either  the  Yellow  or  the  AVhite 
Pine;  And  foi'  the  same  reason  make  more  durable 
Timber  for  building.  The  Tidiabitants  hereabouts 
pick  up  Knots  of  Jjightwood  in  Abundance,  which 
tiiey  burn  into  tar,  and  then  carry  it  to  Noi'foik  or 
Nansimond  foi'  a  Market.  The  Tar  made  in  this 
luetiiod  is  the  less  Valuable,  because  it  is  said  to 
bni'u  tile  C'oi'dage,  tho'  it  is  full  as  good  l\ji-  all 
other  uses,  us  that  made  in  Sweden  and  JNIuscovy. 

Sni'ely  there  is  uo  place  in  the  World  where  the 
Inhabitants  live  with  less  Labour  than  in  N  Caro- 
lina. It  approaches  nearer  to  the  Desci'iption  of 
Lubberiand  than  any  other,  l)y  the  great  felicity  of 
the  Climate,  the  easiness  of  i-aising  Pi'ovisions,  and 
the  Slothfulness  of  the  People. 

Indian  (Jorn  is  of  so  great  increase,  that  a  little 
Pains  will  Subsist  a  very  large  Family  with  Bread, 
and  then  they  may  have  meat  without  any  pains  at 
all,  by  the  Help  of  the  I^ow  (Irounds,  and  the  great 
A^ariety  of  Mast  that  grows  on  the  I  ligh-Iaud.  The 
Men,  for  theii'  l*aiis,  just  like  the  Indians,  impose 
all  the  Work  upon  the  pooi-  Women.  They  make 
their  Wives  rise  out  of  theii"  Ueds  early  in  the 
Morning,  at  the  same  time  that  they  lye  and  Snore, 
till  the  Sun  has  run  one  third  of  his  coiu'se,  and 
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disperst  all  the  unwholesome  Damps.  Tlieu,  alter 
Stretching  and  Yawning  foi-  halt'  an  Hour,  they 
light  their  Pipes,  and,  under  the  Protecti<jii  of  a 
cLoud  of  Smoak,  venture  out  into  the  opim  Air; 
tlio',  if  it  happens  to  he  never  so  little  oold,  they 
(juiekiy  return  Shivering  into  the  Chinuiey  corner. 
When  the  weathei-  is  mild,  they  stand  leaning  with 
hoth  their  arms  upon  the  corn-field  I'enee,  and 
gravely  consider  whether  they  iiad  hest  go  and 
take  a  Small  Heat  at  the  Hough:  hut  generally 
find  reasons  to  put  it  off  till  anothei'  time. 

Thus  they  loiter  away  their  Lives,  like  Solomon's 
Sluggard,  with  their  Arms  aci'oss,  and  at  the 
Winding  up  of  the  Year  Scarcely  have  Jiread  to 
Eat. 

To  speak  the  Truth,  tis  a  th(»rough  Aversion  to 
l^abor  that  makes  People  file  off  to  N  Cai'olina, 
where  I'lenty  and  a  Warm  Sun  confirm  them  in 
their  Disposition  to  Ijaziuess  for  their  whole  l^ives. 

26.  Since  we  were  like  to  l)e  confin'd  to  this  place, 
till  the  People  returuM  out  of  the  Dismal,  tvvas 
agreed  that  our  Chaplain  might  Safely  take  a  turn 
to  Edeuton,  to  pi-each  the  Gospel  to  the  Infidels 
there,  and  ( -hristeu  their  ( 'hildreu.  He  was  accom- 
pany'd  thither  by  Mr.  Little,  One  of  the  (Jaiolina 
Commissioners,  who,  to  shew  his  regard  lor  the 
Church,  offei-'d  to  treat  Him  on  the  Koad  with  a 
Fiicassee  of  Kum.  T'hey  tVy'd  half  a  Dozen 
Kashers  of  very  fat  Uacou  in  a  Pint  of  Unm,  hoth 
which  being  disht  up  togethei',  serv'd  the  Clompany 
at  once  for  meat  and  Diiidc. 

Most  of  the  Rum  they  get  in  this  Country  comes 
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IVoin  ISTew  England,  and  is  so  l)ad  and  unwhole- 
some, that  it  is  not  improperly  calPd  "  Kill- 
Devil."  It  is  distillM  there  from  forreign  niolosses, 
whieh,  if  Skilfully  manag'd,  yields  neai-  Gallon 
for  Gallon.  IMieir  molosses  comes  from  the  same 
country,  and  has  the  name  of  "Long  Sugar"  in 
Carolina,  I  suppose  from  the  Ropiness  of  it,  and 
Serves  all  the  purposes  of  Sugai-,  both  in  their  Eat- 
ing and  Diiidcing. 

When  they  enteiiain  their  Friends  l)Ountifully, 
they  fail  not  to  set  befoi'e  them  a  Capacious  Bowl 
of  Bombo,  so  call'd  fiom  the  Admiial  of  that  name. 
This  is  a  Compound  of  Ivum  and  Water  in  Equal 
Parts,  made  palatable  with  the  said  long  Sugai-. 
As  good  Humour  begins  to  How,  and  the  Bowl  to 
i']bb,  they  take  care  to  replenish  it  with  Shear 
lium,  of  which  there  always  is  a  Reserve  undei- 
the  Table.  But  such  Generous  doings  happen 
only  when  that  Balsam  of  life  is  plenty;  for  they 
have  often  such  Melancholy  times,  that  neither 
Land-graves  nor  Cassicks  can  procure  one  drop 
for  their  Wives,  when  they  ly  in,  or  are  troubled 
with  the  Colick  or  Vapours.  Very  few  in  this  Coun- 
tr}'  have  the  Industry  to  plant  Orchards,  which,  in 
a  Dearth  of  Rum,  might  snpply  them  with  much 
better  Liquor. 

The  Truth  is,  there  is  one  Inconvenience  that 
easily  discourages  lazy  People  IVom  making  This 
improvement:  very  often,  in  Autunai,  when  the 
Apples  begin  to  ripen,  they  are  visited  with  Nu- 
merous Flights  of  paraqueets,  that  bite  all  the  Fruit 
to  Pieces  in  a  moment,  for  the  sake  of  the  Kernels. 
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The  Ilavoek  they  make  is  Sometimes  so  great,  that 
whole  Orchards  are  laid  waste  in  Spite  of  all  the 
Noises  that  can  be  made,  or  Mawkins  that  can  he 
dresst  up,  to  fright  'em  away.  These  Ravenous 
Bh'ds  visit  North  Carolina  only  during  the  Avarni 
Season,  and  so  soon  as  the  Cold  begins  to  eonie 
on,  retire  back  towards  the  Sun.  They  rarely  Ven- 
tui'e  so  far  North  as  Vii'ginia,  except  in  a  very  hot 
Summei-,  when  they  visit  the  most  Southei'n  Paits 
of  it.  They  are  ver}^  Beautiful;  but  like  some 
other  pretty  Creatui'es,  are  apt  to  be  loud  and 
mischievous. 

27.  Hetwixt  this  and  Edenton  thei'e  are  many 
thuckleberry  Slashes,  which  afford  a  convenient 
Ilaibour  for  Wolves  and  Foxes.  The  first  of  these 
wild  Beasts  is  not  so  large  and  fierce  as  they  are 
in  other  countries  more  Northerly.  ITe  Avill  not 
attack  a  Man  in  the  keenest  of  his  Ihinger,  but  run 
away  tVom  him,  as  from  an  Animal  more  mischie- 
vous than  himself. 

The  Foxes  are  much  bolder,  and  will  Sometimes 
not  only  make  a  Staml,  but  likewise  assaidt  any 
one  that  Avould  balk  them  of  their  Prey.  The  Tn- 
habitants  hereabouts  take  the  trouble  to  dig  abun- 
dance of  Wolf-I*its, so  deep  and  perpendicnlai, that 
when  a  Wolf  is  onct;  tempted  into  them,  he  can 
MO  more  Sci'amble  out  again,  than  a  Husband  who 
has  taken  the  Leap  can  Sci'amble  out  of  Matrimony. 

Most  of  the  Houses  in  this  Pait  of  the  Conntiy 
are  Log-houses,  covered  with  Pine  or  Cypiess 
Shingles,  3  feet  long,  and  one  bi'oad.  They  are 
Innig  \ipon  Laths  with  Peggs,  and  their  dooi-s  too 
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turn  upon  Wooden  Hinges,  and  have  wooden 
Locks  to  Secure  them,  so  that  the  Building  is 
linisht  without  Nails  or  other  Iron-Woi'k.  They 
also  set  up  their  Pales  without  any  Nails  at  all, 
and  indeed  more  Securely  than  those  that  are 
iiaii'd.  There  are  3  Rails  mortised  into  the  Posts, 
tiu;  lowest  of  which  serves  as  a  Sill  with  a  Groove 
in  the  Middle,  big  enough  to  receive  the  End  of 
the  Pales:  the  middle  Part  of  the  Pale  rests 
against  the  Inside  of  the  Next  Rail,  and  the  Top 
of  it  is  bi-onght  forward  to  the  outside  of  the  up- 
permost. Such  AVreathing  of  the  Pales  in  and 
out  makes  them  stand  firm,  and  nuich  harder  to 
unfix  than  when  naii'd  in  the  Ordinary  way.^ 

Within  .'}  or  4  Miles  of  Edentoii,  the  Soil  appears 
to  he  a  little  more  fertile,  tho'  it  is  much  cut  with 
Slashes,  which  seem  all  to  have  a  tendency  towards 
the  Dismal. 

This  Town  is  Situate  on  the  North  side  of  Al- 
henuu'le  Sound,  which  is  there  about  5  miles  over. 
A  Dirty  Slash  runs  all  along  the  Back  of  it,  which 
in  the  Summei-  is  a  fonl  annoyance,  and  furnishes 
abundance  of  that  Carolina  plague,  nnisqnetas. 
There  may  be  40  or  oO  Houses,  most  of  them 
Small,  and  built  without  Expense.  A  Citizen  here 
is  counted  Extravagant,  if  he  has  Ambition  enough 
to  aspire  to  a  Briek-chiimiey.  tJustice  herself  is 
but  indiffei'ently  Lodged,  the  Court-llouse  having 
nuich  the  Air  of  a  Connnon  "^Pobacco-I  louse.  T 
believe  this  is  the  only  ISIetropolis  in  the  Chris- 

'  "  Wattled  palings,"  aB  they  are  called,  are  occasionally  found 
in  the  extremely  rural  parts  of  the  State  to  this  day. 
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tiiiii  or  Mahometan  World,  where  there  is  neitlier 
Church,  Chappel,  Mosque,  Synagogue,  oi-  any 
other  Place  of  Publick  Woiship  of  any  Sect  or 
Keligion  whatsoever. 

What  little  Devotion  thei'e  may  happen  to  be  is 
nuxch  more  private  than  their  vices.  The  People 
seem  easy  without  a  Minister,  as  long  as  they  are 
exempted  from  paying  Ilim.  Scanetimes  the  Soci- 
ety for  propagating  the  Gospel  has  had  the  Charity 
to  send  over  Missionaries  to  this  ('ountry;  hut  un- 
fortunately the  Priest  has  been  too  Lewd  for  the 
people,  or,  which  (jftener  happens,  they  too  lewd 
for  the  Priest.  Foi-  these  Keasons  these  Keverend 
Gentlemen  have  always  left  their  Flocks  as  airant 
Heathen  as  they  found  them.  Thus  much  how- 
ever may  be  said  for  the  Inhabitants  of  Edentoji, 
that  not  a  Soul  has  the  least  taint  of  Hypocrisy, 
oi-  Superstition,  acting  vei-y  Frankly  and  above- 
board  in  all  their  Excesses. 

Provisions  hei-e  are  extremely  cheap,  and  ex- 
tremely good,  so  that  People  may  live  plentifidly 
at  a  triffleing  expense.  Nothing  is  dear  but  Jjaw, 
Physick,  and  Strong  Drink,  which  are  all  bad  in 
their  Kind,  and  the  last  they  get  with  so  nuich 
Dirtlculty,  that  they  are  never  guilty  of  the  Sin  of 
Suffering  it  to  Sour  upon  their  Hands,  l^iicir 
Vanity  generally  lies  not  so  umch  in  having  a 
handsome  Dining-Koom,  as  a  Handsome  House  of 
Office:  in  this  Kind  of  Structure  they  are  really 
extravagant. 

They  are  rarely  guilty  of  Flattering  or  making 
any  Court  to  their  goveiuors,  l)ut  ti-eat  them  with 
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all  the  Excesses  of  Freedum  mid  Familiarity. 
They  are  of  Opinion  their  rulers  won'd  be  apt  to 
grow  insolent,  if  they  grew  Kich,  and  for  that 
leasoii  take  care  to  keep  them  poorer,  and  more 
dependent,  if  possible,  than  the  iSaiiits  in  New 
ll]iigland  used  to  do  their  Governors.  They  have 
very  little  coin,  so  they  are  forced  tocairy  on  their 
llome-Traflick  with  Paper-Money.  "^J'his  is  the 
oidy  Cash  that  will  tarry  in  the  ( -oiintry,  and  for 
that  reason  the  Discount  goes  on  increasing  be- 
tween that  and  real  Money,  and  will  do  so  to  the 
End  of  the  Chapter. 

28.  Our  Time  passt  heavily  in  our  Quarters,  where 
we  were  quite  cloy'd  with  the  Caiolina  Felicity  of 
having  notliing  to  do.  It  was  really  more  insup- 
portable than  the  greatest  Fatigue,  and  made  ns 
even  envy  the  Drudgery  of  our  Friends  in  tlie 
l^ismal.  Besides,  tho'  the  Men  we  had  with  ns 
were  kept  in  Exact  Discipline,  and  behav'd  with- 
out Reproach,  yet  our  Landlorel  began  to  be  tired 
of  them,  fearing  they  would  breed  a  Famine  in  his 
Family. 

Indeed,  so  many  keen  Stomachs  made  great 
llavock  amongst  the  Beef  and  Bacon,  which  he 
had  laid  in  for  his  Summer  Provision,  nor  cou'd  he 
easily  purchase  More  at  that  time  of  the  Year, 
with  the  Money  we  paid  him,  because  the  People 
having  no  cei'tain  Market  seldom  pi-ovide  any  more 
of  these  Commodities  than  will  barely  supply  their 
own  Occasions.  Besides  tlie  Weather  was  now 
grown  too  warm  to  lay  in  a  fiesh  Stock  so  late  in 
the  Spring.     Tliese  Considerations  abated  some- 
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what  of  that  cheai-l'iihiess  witli  wliirh  he  buld  us 
Welcome  in  the  liegimiiii<if,  and  made  him  think 
the  time  quite  as  long-  as  we  did  till  the  iSuiveyoi-s 
retui'n'd. 

While  we  were  thus  all  hands  uneasy,  we  were 
comforted  with  the  News  that  this  Afternoon  the 
Line  was  finisht  through  the  Dismal.  The  Mes- 
senger told  us  it  had  been  the  hard  work  of  thiee 
days  to  measure  the  J^ength  of  only  C>  Miles,  and 
mark  the  Ti-ees  as  they  jjast  along,  and  by  the 
most  exact  Sui-vey  they  found  the  Breadth  of  the 
Dismal  in  this  Place  to  be  comi)letely  15  Miles. 

ITow  wide  it  may  be  in  other  I'arts,  we  can  give 
no  Account,  but  believe  it  grows  narrower  tow^ards 
the  North;  possibly  towaids  Albenun-le  Sound  it 
may  be  something  broadei',  whei'e  so  many  Kivers 
issue  out  of  it.  All  we  know  for  certain  is,  th.at 
from  the  Place  whei'e  the  Line  entei'd  the  Dismal, 
to  where  it  came  out,  we  found  the  Koad  loimd 
that  Portion  of  it  Avhich  belongs  to  Virginia  t(j  be 
about  05  Miles.  How  great  the  Distance  may  be 
from  Each  of  those  Points,  round  that  Part  that 
falls  within  the  Houiuls  of  ('ai'olina,  we  had  no 
certain  Information:  tho'  tis  conjectui-'d  it  cannot 
be  so  little  as  '60  Miles.  At  which  j-ate  the  whole 
Circuit  miist  be  about  an  Hundred.  AVluit  a  Mass 
of  Mud  and  Dht  is  treasured  u\)  within  this  filthy 
circumference,  and  what  a  C^)uantity  of  Water  nuist 
perpetually  drain  into  it  tVom  the  riseing  gi'oiuid 
that  Surrounds  it  on  every  SideV 

Without  taking  the  Exact  level  of  the  Dismal, 
we  may  be  sure  that  it  declines  toAvards  the  Places 
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wheie  the  Several  Kivers  take  their  liise,  in  oider 
to  ciU'i-yinj:^  off  the  constant  iSupi)lie.s  of  Water. 
Weie  it  not  foi"  snch  Discharges,  tlie  wliole  Swamp 
wonhl  lon<^  Since  have  been  converted  into  a  Lake. 
On  the  othei-  Side  this  Declension  nuist  be  very  gen- 
lle,  else  it  won  Id  be  laid  perfectly  dry  by  so  many 
continual  drains;  AVhereas,  on  the  contrary,  the 
(rronnd  seems  every  wheie  to  be  thoroughly 
divncht  even  in  the  dryest  Season  of  the  Year. 

The  Surveyors  concluded  this  day's  AVoi'k  AvitJi 
running  25  chains  iij)  into  the  Firm  l^and,  whei-e 
they  waited  further  Oi-ders  i'rom  the  (Jommissioners. 

29.  This  day  the  Surveyoi's  proceeded  with  the 
Line  no  more  than  1  Mile  and  15  Chains,  being 
interrupted  by  a  Mill  Swamp,  thi'o'  which  they  made 
no  dillieulty  of  wading,  in  ordei'  l(»  make  their  work 
more  exact. 

Tlnis,like  Norway-Mice,  these  worthy  Gentlemen 
went  right  forward,withont  Sul'feiing  themselves  to 
be  tui'ued  out  of  the  way  by  any  Obstacle  whatever. 

We  are  told  by  some  Travelleis,  that  those  Mice 
nun-ch  in  mighty  Armies,  destroying  all  the  fruits 
of  the  Earth  as  they  go  ahjug.  lint  Something 
Peculiar  to  those  ol)Stinate  little  Animals  is,  that 
nothing  stops  them  in  their  cai'cer,  and  if  a  Ilonse 
happen  to  stand  in  their  way,  disdahiing  to  go  an 
Inch  about,  they  crawl  up  one  side  of  it,  and  down 
the  other:  or  if  they  meet  with  any  River,  or  other 
Body  of  AVater,  they  are  so  determin'd,  that  they 
swim  directly  over  it,  without  varying  one  Point 
from  thcii'  coiu'se  for  the  Sake  of  any  Safety  oi' 
Convenience. 
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The  Surveyors  were  also  hinder'd  some  Time  by 
Setting  up  Posts  in  the  gieat  Road,  to  shew  tlie 
liounds  between  the  two  Colonies. 

Our  Chaplain  return'd  to  us  in  the  Evening 
from  Edenton,  in  Company  with  the  Carolina 
CJommissioners.  lie  had  preacht  there  in  the 
Court-Hoiise,  for  want  of  a  consecrated  Place, 
and  made  no  less  than  19  of  Father  Hennepin's 
Christians. 

By  the  permission  of  the  Carolina  Conunission- 
ers,  Mr.  Swan  was  allow'd  to  go  home,  as  soon  as 
the  Survey  of  the  Dismal  was  (inisht;  lie  met  with 
this  Indulgence  for  a  Keason  that  might  very  well 
have  excust  his  coming  at  all;  Namely,  that  he 
was  lately  marry'd. 

What  remained  of  the  Drudgery  for  this  Season 
was  left  to  Mr.  Moseley,  who  had  hitherto  acted 
only  in  the  capacity  of  a  ('onnnissionei'.  They  of- 
fer'd  to  employ  Mr.  Joseph  Mayo  as  their  Sinveyor 
in  Mr.  Swan's  stead,  but  lie  thought  it  not  proper 
to  accept  of  it,  because  he  had  hitherto  Acted  as  a 
Volunteer  in  behalf  of  Virginia,  and  did  not  care 
to  change  Sides,  tho'  it  might  have  been  to  his 
Advantage. 

.'JO.  The  line  was  advanc'd  this  day  6  Miles  and 
35  chains,  the  Woods  being  pretty  clear,  and  intei- 
i-upted  with  no  Swamp,  or  other  wet  Giound.  The 
Eaud  hereabout  had  all  the  Marks  of  Poverty, 
being  for  the  most  Part  Sandy  and  full  of  Pines. 
This  kind  of  Ground,  tho'  unfit  for  Ordinaiy 
Tillage,  will  however  bring  (Jotton  and  Potatoes 
in  Plenty,  and  Consequently  Food  and  Raiment 
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to  such  as  are  easily  contented,  antl,  like  the 
Wild  Irish,  lind  more  I'leasure  in  Laziness  than 
Luxin-y. 

It  also  makes  a  Shift  to  produce  Indian-corn, 
rather  by  the  Felicity  of  the  climate  than  l)y  the 
Feitility  of  the  Soil.  They  who  are  moie  Indus- 
trious than  their  Neif^hbours  may  make  what  Quan- 
tity of  tar  they  please,  tho'  indeed  they  are  not 
always  suie  of  a  INIarket  foi-  it. 

The  IVIethod  of  bui'nin<^  Tar  in  Sweden  and  Mus- 
covy Succeeds  not  well  in  this  Warmer  I'ait  of 
the  World.  It  seems  they  kill  the  Pine-Trees,  l)y 
barking  them  quite  round  at  a  certain  Height, 
which  in  those  cold  countreys  brings  down  the 
Tuipentine  into  the  Stump  in  a  Year's  time.  But 
experience  has  taught  ns  that  in  warm  Climates 
the  Turpentine  will  not  so  easily  descend,  but  is 
either  fixt  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  Tree,  or  fryed 
out  by  the  intense  Heat  of  the  Sun. 

Caie  was  taken  to  Erect  a  Post  in  P]very  Road 
that  our  Line  ran  thro',  with  Virginia  caiv'd  on  the 
North-Side  of  it,  and  Carolina  on  the  South,  that 
the  Bounds  might  every  where  appear.  In  the 
Evening  the  Surveyors  took  up  their  Quarters  at 
the  House  of  one  Mr.  Parkei',  who,  by  the  Advan- 
tage of  a  belter  Spot  of  Land  than  Oidinai-y,  and 
a  moi'e  industiious  AVife,  lives  coml'ortal)ly,  and 
has  a  very  neat  plantation. 

oL  It  rain'd  a  little  this  Morning,  but  this,  hap- 
pening again  upon  a  Sunday,  did  not  intei'i'upt  our 
Business.  However  the  Surveyors  made  no  Scru- 
ple of  pi-otracting  and  platting  off  their  work  upon 
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that  good  day,  because  it  was  rather  an  Aimise- 
iiient  than  a  Drudgery. 

Here  the  Men  feasted  on  the  fat  of  the  Land,  and 
believing  the  dirtiest  part  of  their  work  was  over, 
liad  a  jnore  than  Ordinary  (iaiety  of  Heart.  We 
eli)-isten'd  two  of  our  Landlord's  ehihlreii,  whicli 
might  have  remained  Infidels  all  their  lives,  had  not 
we  carryM  Christianity  home  to  his  own  Door. 

The  Truth  of  it  is,  our  Neighbours  of  Noith 
(.arolina  are  not  so  zealous  as  to  go  nuich  out  of 
their  way  to  prociue  this  beuefit  for theii' ehildren: 
Otherwise,  beiug  so  neai-  Virginia,  they  luiglit, 
without  exceeding  much  Trouble,  make  a  rJoui'uey 
to  the  next  Clergyman,  upon  so  good  an  T<]rrand. 

And  indeed  should  the  TSieighboui'ing  Ministers, 
once  in  two  or  tln-ee  yeais,  vctuchsafe  to  take  a 
turn  among  these  (^entiles,  to  baptize  them  and 
their  children,  twould  look  a  little  Apostolical,  aiul 
they  might  hope  to  be  ie(|uited  for  it  hereafter,  if 
that  be  not  thought  too  long  to  tarry  for  their 
Kewaj'd. 

Api'il  L  The  8urveyoi"s  getting  now  upon  better 
(Jround,  quite  disengag'd  from  Underwoods,  pusht 
on  the  Line  almost  12  Miles.  They  left  Sommerton 
Chappel  near  two  Miles  to  the  Northward,  so  that 
there  was  now  no  Place  of  Publick  Woi-ship  left 
in  the  whole  Province  of  North  (Jarolina. 

The  high  Land  of  Noi'th  (Carolina  was  barren, 
and  cover'd  with  a  deep  Sand;  aiul  the  Low 
CJrounds  were  wet  and  boggy,  insomuch  that  sev- 
eiid  of  our  Horses  were  mir'd,  and  gave  us  fre- 
quent Opportunitys  to  shew  our  Horsemanship. 
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Tlie  Line  cut  AVilliani  Spight's  Plantation  in 
two,  leaving  little  more  than  his  dwelling  House 
and  Orchard  in  Virginia.  Sundry  othej'  Planta- 
tions were  Split  in  the  same  unlucky  Manner, 
which  made  the  Owners  acc(»untable  to  both  (iov- 
ermnents.  Wherever  we  passed  we  constantly 
found  the  Bordereis  laid  it  to  Heart  if  their  l^and 
was  taken  into  Virginia:  They  chose  much  i-ather 
to  belong  to  Carolina,  where  they  pay  no  Tribute, 
either  to  C)rod  or  to  Caesar. 

Another  reasou  was,  that  the  Govcrmncnt  theie 
is  so  l^oose,  and  the  Laws  so  feebly  executed,  that, 
like  those  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Sydon  I'or- 
mei'ly,  every  one  does  just  what  seems  good  in  his 
own  Byes.  It'  the  dfoveJ'nor's  hands  have  l)een 
weak  in  that  Province,  under  the  Authority  of  the 
Lord  Propiictors,  nuich  weaker  then  were  the  hands 
of  the  Magistrate,  who,  tho'  he  might  have  had 
Virtue  enough  to  endeavour  to  punish  Ofl'cndoi's, 
which  very  rarely  happeiiM,  }rl  lli:il  \Litue  had 
heen  quite  Impotent,  for  want  ot  Ability  to  put  it 
in  execution. 

liesiiles,  their  might  have  been  some  Danger,  pei'- 
haps,  in  ventui'ing  to  be  so  rigoi'ous,  for  fear  of 
undergoing  the  Fate  of  an  honest  Justice  in  CJoro- 
luek  Precinct.  This  bold  Magistrate,  it  seems, 
taking  upon  him  to  order  a  fellow  to  tlie  Stocks, 
for  being  disoi'derly  in  his  Drink,  was,  for  his  in- 
temperate Zeal,  carry'd  thithei"  himself,  and  nai'- 
rowly  escap'd  being  whippt  by  the  Kabble  into  the 
IJargain. 

This  easy  day's  work  cariied   the  Line  to  the 
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Banks  of  Somertoii-Creek,  that  runs  out  of  (Jliow  an 
J^iver,  a  little  below  the  Mouth  of  Nottovva}-. 

2.  In  less  than  a  Mile  from  Sonierton  creek  the 
Line  was  carry'd  to  lilaek-watei',  which  is  the 
Name  of  the  upper  Part  of  ('howan,  I'luunng'  some 
Miles  above  the  Mouth  of  Nottoway.  It  must  l)e 
observ'd  that  Chowan,  after  takinj^'  a  c()iii])ass 
round  the  most  beautiful  part  of  Noi'lh  ('aioliiia, 
empties  itself  into  Albermarle  Sound,  a  few  Miles 
above  Edenton.  The  Tide  Hows  7  or  8  nules  hij^hcr 
than  where  the  River  changes  its  Name,  and  is 
Navigable  thus  high  for  any  small  vessel.  Our 
Line  intersected  it  exactly  half  a  Mile  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  mouth  of  Nottoway.  However,  in 
Obedience  to  his  Majesty's  Conunand,  we  directed 
the  Surveyors  to  come  down  the  River  as  far  as 
the  Mouth  of  Nottoway,  in  order  to  continue  our 
tiue  AVest  Line  from  thence. 

Thus  Ave  found  the  Mouth  of  Nottoway  to  lye 
no  more  than  half  a  Minute  farther  to  the  Noiih- 
ward  than  Mr.  l^awson  had  foiinerly  done.'  That 
Gentleman's  Observation,  it  seems,  placed  it  in 
36"  30',  and  our  "Working  made  it  out  to  be  30'^ 
3tH' — a  very  inconsiderable  Variance. 

The  Surveyors  ciost  the  River  over  against  the 
Middle  of  the  Mouth  of  Nottoway,  wliere  it  was 
about  80  yards  wide.  From  thence  they  ran  the 
Line  about  half  a  Mile  through  a  dirty  l*ocoson, 
as  far  as  an  Indian  Field.  Here  we  took  u[)  oui' 
Lodging  in  a  moist  Situation,  having  the  Pocoson 

'  John  Laweon  was  one  of  the  aiirveyorH  on  the  part  of  North 
Carolina  in  the  futile  attempt  to  run  the  line  in  1710. — Ei)rrou. 
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above  niention'd  on  one  Side  of  us,  and  a  SAvamp 
on  the  othef. 

In  this  ('amp  8  of  the  Meheiin  Indians  made  us 
a  Visit.  They  tohl  us  that  the  Small  Remains  of 
their  Nati(»n  had  deserted  their  Aneient  Town,  sit- 
uated neai'  the  Mouth  of  Meherin  Ilivei',  for  fear 
of  the  (.'ataubas,  who  had  kilTd  14  of  their  People 
the  Year  l)eff)re;  and  the  few  that  Survived  that 
('alamity,  liad  taken  refug'e  amonj^st  the  English, 
on  the  East  side  of  Chowan.  'I'ho',  if  the  eom- 
|)laint  of  these  Indians  were  true,  they  are  hardly 
used  by  our  (,'arolina  Fiiends.  Hut  they  are  the 
less  to  be  |ntied,  beeause  tliey  have  ever  been 
re[)uted  tlie  most  false  and  treaeherous  to  the  Enj^- 
lish  of  all  the  Indians  in  the  Neighbourhood. 

Not  fai-  from  the  Plaee  where  we  lay,  1  obsei'v'd 
a  large  Oak  Avhieh  had  been  blown  up  l)y  the  Roots, 
the  Body  of  wdiich  was  Shivei-'d  into  perfeet  Sti-ings, 
and  was,  in  tiuth,  the  most  Violent  PJffects  of  Light- 
ning I  ever  saw. 

liut  the  most  curious  Instance  of  that  dread- 
ful meteoi-  happen'd  at  York,  whei'e  a  num  was 
kill'd  neai'  a  J'ine  Tree  in  which  the  Lightening 
made  a  Hole  befoi'e  it  Struck  the  Man,  and  left 
an  exact  Figure  of  the  Tree  upon  his  Breast, 
Avith  all  its  Bi'anches,  to  the  wonder  of  all  that 
beheld  it,  in  which  I  shall  be  more  particular 
hereafter. 

AVe  made  another  tryal  of  the  Vai'iation  in  this 
place,  and  found  it  some  Minutes  less  than  we  had 
done  at  Coi'atuck-Iidet;  but  so  small  a  Diffei-ence 
might  easily  happen  thi'o'  some  defect  in  one  or 
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other  of  the  Observations,  and,  thei-efoie,  we 
alter'd  not  our  compass  for  the  Matter. 

3.  By  the  advantage  of  clear  woods,  the  Luie  was 
extended  12  miles  and  three  Quarters,  as  far  as  the 
lianks  of  Meherin.  Tho'  the  Mouth  of  this  l\i\'ei' 
lye  15  miles  below  the  Mouth  of  Nottaway,  }et  il 
winds  so  much  to  the  Northwaid,  that  we  came 
upon  it,  after  running  this  Small  Distance.  Dur- 
ing the  lirst  7  Miles,  we  observed  the  Soil  to  be 
poor  and  Sandy;  but  as  Ave  approacht  Meheiiii  it 
grew  better,  tho'  thei-e  it  was  cut  to  pieces  by 
Sundry  Miry  Branches,  which  discharge  them- 
selves into  that  River,  Sevei'al  of  our  Horses 
plunged  up  to  the  Saddle-Skiiis,  and  weie  not 
disengaged  without  Dilliculty. 

The  latter  Pai't  of  oiu'  Day's  work  was  pietty 
laborious,  because  of  the  unevejuiess  of  the  way, 
and  becauss  the  low  Gi'ound  of  the  Kiver  was  full 
of  Cypress-Snags,  as  Sharp  and  Dangerous  to  oui' 
Horses  as  so  many  chevaux-de-frize.  We  found 
the  whole  distance  from  the  ISIouth  of  Nottaway 
to  Meherin  liiver,  where  our  Line  intersected  it, 
thirteen  Miles  and  a  Quarter. 

It  was  hardly  possilde  to  find  a  level  lai'ge 
enough  on  the  Banks  of  the  Kiver  whereiij)on  to 
pitch  our  Tent.  But  tho'  the  Situation  was,  on 
that  Account,  not  very  convenient  for  us,  yet  it 
was  for  our  poor  Horses,  by  reason  of  the  Plenty 
of  Small  Reeds  on  which  they  fed  voraciously. 

These  Reeds  are  green  here  all  the  Yeai-  i-ound, 
and  will  keep  cattle  in  tolerable  good  J*liglit  dur- 
ing the  Winter.     Hut  whenever  the  Hogs    come 
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where  they  are,  tliey  desti'oy  them  in  a  Short  time, 
by  ploughing  up  their  Roots,  of  which,  uniuckil}, 
they  are  veiy  fond. 

The  River  was  in  this  place  about  as  wide  as  the 
Rivei-  Jordan,  that  is,  40  Yards,  and  wou'd  be 
Navigable  vei-y  high  for  flat  Bottom-Boats  and 
Canoes,  if  it  wei'e  not  so  ehoakt  up  with  large 
Trees,  bi-ought  down  by  eveiy  Fresh.  Tho'  the 
Hanks  Avere  full  20  feet  high  from  the  Surface  of 
tlie  AYater,  yet  we  saw  cei'tain  Marks  of  their  hav- 
ing been  OverHow'd. 

These  Nariow  Rivers  that  run  high  up  into  the 
Country  ai-e  Subject  to  frequent  Inundations,  when 
the  Wateis  are  roll'd  down  with  such  Violence  as 
to  cany  all  befoi'e  them.  The  Logs  that  are  then 
lloated,  are  very  fatal  to  the  bridges  built  over 
tliese  I'ivers,  Which  can  hardly  be  contriv'd  Strong 
enough  to  stand  against  so  nnich  Weiglit  and  Vio- 
lence join'd  together. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Count}'  begins  about  3  Miles 
to  the  East  of  Mehci'in  River,  ))eiiig  divided  tVoni 
that  of  Nansimond  only  by  a  Line  of  Mai'kt  trees. 

-I.  The  River  was  here  hardly  foi'dable,  tho'  the 
Season  had  been  very  di-y.  The  Banks  too  wei'e 
so  Steep  that  our  Horses  were  foiced  to  clindj 
like  Mules  t(j  get  up  thejn.  Nevertheless  we  had 
the  Luck  to  I'ecover  the  Opposite  Slioi-e  without 
Danuige. 

We  halted  for  half  an  hour  at  Charles  Ander- 
son's, who  lives  on  the  Westei'ii  Banks  of  the 
Itiver,  in  order  to  christen  one  of  his  cdiildreii.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  Surveyors  extended  the  Line 
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2  Miles  and  39  chains,  in  which  small  Distance 
Mehei'in  lliver  was  so  serpentine,  that  they  crost 
it  3  times. 

Then  we  went  on  to  Mr.  Kinchin's,  a  Man  ol' 
Fignre  and  Anthoi'ity  in  N  Carolina,  who  lives 
abont  a  Mile  to  the  Sonthward  of  the  Place  where 
the  Snrveyors  left  off.  By  the  Benelit  of  a  little 
pains,  and  good  Management,  this  woithy  Magis- 
trate lives  in  nuich  Allhience. 

Amongst  other  Instances  of  his  Indnstry,  la- 
had  planted  a  good  Orchard,  which  is  not  connnoH 
in  that  Indolent  climate;  noi-  is  it  at  all  Sti-ange, 
that  snch  improvident  People,  who  take  no 
thought  for  the  Mori-ow,  shon'd  save  themselves 
the  Ti'ouble  to  make  Impi'ovements  that  will  not 
pay  them  for  several  Years  to  come.  Tho'  if  they 
eou'd  trust  futurity  for  any  thing,  they  certainly 
wou'd  for  Cyder,  which  they  are  so  fond  of,  that 
they  generally  drink  it  before  it  is  done  working, 
lest  the  Fermentation  might  nnluckily  turn  it 
Sowr. 

It  is  an  Obsei-vation,  which  rarely  fails  of  l)eing 
true,  both  in  Virginia  and  Carolina,  that  those 
who  take  care  to  plant  good  Orchards  are,  in  theii- 
General  characters.  Industrious  People.  This 
held  good  in  our  Landlokd,  who  had  many 
Houses  built  on  this  Plantati(Mi,  and  every  One 
kept  in  decent  Repair.  His  Wife,  too,  was  tidy, 
his  Furuitui-e  clean,  his  Pewter  bright,  and 
nothing  seem'd  to  be  wanting  to  make  his  irome 
comfortable. 

Mr.    Kinchin   made    iis  the  Compliment  of    his 
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House,  l)ut  liecause  we  were  willing  to  be  as  little 
liouljlesoiiie  as  possible,  we  oi'derM  tbe  Tent  to  be 
pitcb'd  in  bis  Oi'ebard,  whei'e  the  Blossoms  of  the 
Apple  Tiees  contiil)uted  not  a  little  to  the  sweet- 
ness of  oni'  Ijodging. 

Because  tbe  Spring  Avas  now  pretty  forward, 
and  tbe  Rattle-Snakes  l)egan  to  crawl  out  of  their 
Wintci-(.^uai'ters,  and  might  giow  dangerous,  l)()tb 
to  tbe  Men  and  their  Horses,  it  was  determin'd 
to  proceed  no  farther  witli  the  Line  till  the  Fall. 
Besides,  tbe  Uncommon  Fatigue  tbe  People  bad 
undergone  for  near  (5  Weeks  together,  and  the 
Inclination  they  all  bad  to  visit  tbeii-  Respective 
Familys,  nuule  a  Kecess  highly  reasonable. 

The  Sui'veyors  were  employ'd  great  part  of  the 
Day,  in  forming  a  Coirect  and  Elegant  Map  of 
tjie  Line,  from  Coiotuck-Iidet  to  tbe  Place  Avbere 
they  left  off.  On  casting  up  the  account  in  the 
most  accurate  manner,  they  found  the  whole  dis- 
tance we  had  I'un  to  amount  to  73  Miles  and  JIJ 
chains.  Of  the  Map  they  made  two  fair  copies, 
which  agreeing  exactly,  were  subscrib'd  by  the 
Oommissionei's  of  both  colonies,  and  one  of  them 
was  delivered  to  those  on  the  Part  of  Virginia, 
and  tlie  other  to  those  on  tbe  Part  of  Noi'th  Caro- 
lina. 

().  Thus  we  fiuish'd  our  Spring  Campaign,  and 
having  taken  leave  of  our  Carolimi-Friends,  and 
agreed  to  meet  them  again  the  Tenth  of  Septem- 
ber following,  at  tbe  same  Mr.  Kincbin''s,  in  order 
to  contimie  the  Line,  we  crosst  Mebei'in  River  near 
a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  from  the  House.     About  ten 
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Miles  from  that  we  halted  at  Mi-.  Jvhidred's  Plan- 
tation, where  we  Chi-isten'd  two  Children. 

It  happen'd  that  some  of  Isle  of  Wight  militia 
Wei-e  exercising  in  the  Adjoining  Pasture,  and 
there  were  Females  enough  attending  that  IVlartial 
Appearance  to  form  a  more  invincible  corps. 

Ten  miles  farther  we  passed  Nottoway  River 
at  Bolton's  Ferry,  and  took  up  oui-  [jodgings 
about  three  Miles  from  tlience,  at  tl)e  House  of 
Richard  Parker,  an  honest  Planter,  whose  i^abours 
were  rewarded  with  Plenty,  which,  in  this  country 
is  the  Constant  Portion  of  the  Industrions. 

7.  The  Next  day  being  kSunday,  we  ordcr'd  No- 
tice to  be  sent  to  all  the  Neighbourhood  that  there 
wou'd  ))e  a  Sermon  at  this  Place,  antl  an  Oppoi- 
tunity  of  Christening  their  C!hildren.  Hut  the 
[likelihood  of  Rain  got  the  bettei-  of  their  Devo- 
tion, and  what  perhaps,  Might  Still  be  a  Strongei- 
motive  of  their  Curiosity.  In  the  Morning  we 
despacht  a  runner  to  the  Nottoway  Town,  to  let 
the  Indians  know  we  intended  them  a  A^isit  that 
l']vening,  and  our  honest  Landlord  was  so  kind  as 
to  be  our  Pilot  thither,  being  about  4  Miles  IVom 
his  House. 

Accordingly  in  the  Afternoon  we  niarcht  in 
good  Ordei-to  the  Town,  wheie  the  Female  Scouts, 
station'd  on  an  Eminence  for  that  puipose,  had 
no  sooner  spy'd  us,  but  they  gave  Notice  of  oui' 
Approach  to  theii-  Fellow-(Jitizens  by  conlimial 
Whoops  and  Ci-ies,  whicli  cou'd  not  possibly  have 
been  more  dismal  at  the  Sight  of  theii'  most  im- 
placalde  Eneniys. 
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This  Signiil  Assembled  all  their  Great  Men,  who 
reeeiv'd  us  in  a  Body,  and  conducted  us  into  the 
Fort.  This  Fort  was  a  Square  Piece  of  Ground, 
iacios'd  with  Substantial  Puucheous,  or  Stron<^ 
J^iiisades,  aixnit  ten  feet  high,  and  leaning  a  little 
ontwards,  to  make  a  Sealade  more  dillieiilt. 

Each  side  of  the  Square  might  be  about  100 
Yards  long,  with  Loop-holes  at  proper  Distances, 
through  which  they  may  lire  upon  the  Enemy. 

Within  this  Inclosure  we  found  Bark  Cabanes 
Sufticient  to  lodge  all  their  people,  in  Case  they 
should  be  obliged  to  retire  thither.  These  Ca- 
banes are  no  other  but  CMose  Arbours  made  of 
Saplings,  arched  at  the  top,  and  cover'd  so  well 
with  Bark  as  to  be  proof  against  all  Weather. 
'Vhc  (ire  is  made  in  the  JSIiddle,  according  to  the 
llibei-nian  Fashion,  the  Smoak  whereof  linds  no 
other  Yent  but  at  the  l^oor,  and  so  keeps  the 
whole  family  Wai'iii,  at  the  Expense  both  of  their 
Eyes  and  Complexion. 

The  Indians  have  no  standing  Furniture  in  their 
T-abanes  butilurdles  to  repose  their  Persons  upon, 
which  they  cover  with  Mats  or  Deer-skins.  We 
were  conducted  to  the  best  Appartments  in  the 
Fort,  whic'h  just  before  had  been  made  I'eady  for 
our  lieception,  and  adorn'd  with  new  Mats,  that 
were  sweet  and  clean. 

The  Young  Men  had  Painted  themselves  in  a 
Hideous  Manner,  not  so  imieh  for  Ornament  as 
Teiior.  In  that  frightfnl  E((uipage  they  eiitei- 
tain'd  us  with  Sundry  War-Dances,  wherein  they 
endeavour'd    to    look    as    formidable   as    possible. 
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The  Instrument  they  cUinct  to  was  an  Indian- 
(hiun,  that  is,  a  large  Gourd  with  a  Skin  liiact 
tort  over  the  Mouth  (jf  it.  Tlie  Dancers  all  Sang- 
to  this  Musick,  keepinj^  exact  Time  witli  their 
feet,  while  their  Heads  and  Arms  were  screw'd 
into  a  tlKJUsand  Menacing  Postures. 

U[)on  this  occasion  the  Ladies  had  airay'd  tliem- 
selves  in  all  their  Hnery.  Tliey  were  Wrapt  in 
their  lied  and  Blue  Matcli-C'oats,  thrown  so  Neg- 
ligently about  them,  that  their  Mehogony  t^kins 
appeai'M  in  Several  Paits,  like  the  Lacedaemonian 
Damsels  of  Old.  Theii-  Hair  was  breeded  with 
white  and  Blue  Peak,  and  hung  gracefully  in  a 
large  Roll  upon  their  Shoulders. 

This  peak  Consists  of  Small  Cylinders  cut  out 
of  a  Conque-Shell,  drill'il  tlirough  and  Strung  like 
Beads.  It  serves  them  both  for  Money  and 
Jewels,  the  Blue  being  of  much  greatei-  Value 
than  the  White,  for  the  same  jeason  that  Ethio- 
pian Mistresses  in  France  are  deai-er  than  Fiench, 
because  they  are  inoi'e  Scarce.  The  AVomen  wear 
Necklaces  and  Bracelets  of  these  precious  Mate- 
I'ials,  when  they  have  a  mind  to  appear  lovely. 
Tho'  their  complexions  be  a  little  Sad-Colour'd, 
yet  theii-  Sliapes  are  very  Sti'ait  and  well  piopoi- 
tion'd.  Their  Paces  are  Seldom  handsome,  yet 
they  have  an  Air  of  Innocence  and  liashfuhiess, 
that  with  a  little  less  diit  wou'd  not  fail  to  mnke 
them  desirable.  Such  (!harms  might  have  had 
their  full  Effect  upon  Men  who  had  been  so  long 
deprived  of  female  conversation,  but  that  the 
whole  Winter's   Soil  was  so  ci'usted  on  the  Skins 
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of  those  dai'k  Angels,  that  it  lequir'tl  a  very  strong 
Appetite  to  approaeh  them.  The  Jiear's  oyl,  witli 
which  they  anoint  theii'  Persons  all  ovei',  makes 
theii'  Skins  Soft,  and  at  the  Same  time  pi'otects 
them  from  every  Species  of  Vermin  that  use  to  l)e 
troul)lesome  to  other  uncleanly  People. 

We  weie  unluckily  so  many,  that  they  cou'd  not 
well  make  us  the  Complement  of  lied-fellows,  ac- 
cording to  the  Indian  Rules  of  Hospitality,  tho'  a 
grave  Matron  whisper'd  one  of  the  Commissioners 
very  eivily  in  the  Ear,  that  if  her  Daughter  had 
been  but  one  year  Older,  she  should  have  beoi  at 
his  Devotion. 

It  is  by  no  means  a  loss  of  Keputation  among 
the  Indians,  for  Damsels  that  are  Single  to  have 
Inti'igues  with  the  Men;  on  the  contrary,  they 
count  it  an  Argument  of  Superior  Meiit  to  be 
liked  by  a  great  Nundier  of  (lallants.  However, 
like  the  Ladys  that  Game  they  are  a  little  Mer- 
cenary in  their  Ajnours,  and  seklom  bestow  their 
Favours  out  of  Stai'k  Love  and  Kindness.  But 
after  these  Women  have  once  appropriated  their 
Charms  by  Mairiage,  they  are  from  thencefoith 
faithful  to  their  A^ows,  and  will  hardly  ever  be 
tempted  by  an  Agreeable  (Jallaut,  or  be  provokt 
by  a  Brutal  or  even  by  a  fund)ling  Husband  to  go 
astray. 

The  little  Work  that  is  done  among  the  Indians 
is  done  by  the  poor  Women,  while  the  men  are 
quite  idle,  or  at  most  employ'd  only  in  the  Gentle- 
manly Diversions  of  Hunting  and  Pishing. 

In  this,  as  well  as  in  theii"  Wars,  they  now  nse 
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nothing  but  Fire-Arnis,  wliicli  they  purclutse  of 
the  English  for  Skins.  Bows  and  Ai-rows  ai-e 
grown  into  disuse,  exeept  oidy  amongst  their  Boys. 
Nor  is  it  ill  J*oliey,  but  on  the  contrai'y  very  pru- 
dent, thus  to  fui-nish  the  Indians  with  Fire-Arnis, 
because  it  makes  them  dej)en(l  entirely  upon  the 
English,  not  only  t'oi'  tluir  Ti'ade,  but  even  tor 
their  subsistence.  Besides,  they  were  really  able  to 
do  more  mischief,  while  they  made  use  of  An-ows, 
of  which  they  wou'd  let  Silently  fly  Several  in  a 
Mi  mite  with  Wonderful  Dexterity,  whereas  now 
they  hardly  ever  discharge  their  Fire-locks  more 
than  once,  which  they  insidiously  do  from  be- 
hind a  Tree,  and  then  retiic  as  nimbly  as  the 
Dutcth  Horse  ns'd  to  do  imw  and  then  formerly  in 
Flanders. 

We  put  the  Indians  to  no  expense,  but  only  of 
a  little  (,'Orn  for  our  Ibjrses,  for  which  in  (Grati- 
tude we  cheer'd  their  hearts  with  what  Kiim  we 
hail  left,  which  they  lo\e  better  than  they  do  their 
Wives  and  Children. 

Tho'  these  Indians  dwell  among  the  English, 
and  see  in  what  I'leiity  a  little  Industry  enables 
them  to  live,  yet  they  chuse  to  continue  in  their 
Stupid  Idleness,  and  to  Suffer  all  the  Inconveni- 
ences of  Dht,  Cold,  and  Want,  rather  than  to  dis- 
turb their  heads  With  care,  or  defile  their  Hands 
with  labour. 

The  whole  Number  of  People  belonging  to  the 
Notoway  Town,  if  you  include  Women  and  Chil- 
dren, amount  to  about  1^00.  These  are  the  only 
Indians  of  any  consequence  now  remaining  within 
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the  Limits  ol'  Vii'ginia.  The  rest  are  eithei' 
removed,  or  dwindled  to  a  very  iiieonsi(leral)le 
Nuinl)er,  either  Ijy  destroying  one  anotlier,  or  else 
by  the  Small-Pox  and  other  Diseases.  Tho'  no- 
thing has  been  so  fatal  to  them  as  their  ungovern- 
able I'assion  foi-  Kuni,  with  which,  I  am  sori'y  to 
say  it,  tliey  have  been  but  too  liberally  supply'd  by 
the  English  that  live  near  them. 

And  here  I  must  lament  the  bad  Suecess  INIr. 
Boyle's  Charity'  has  hitherto  ha<l  towards  convert- 
ing any  ol'  these  poor  llcathcjis  to  Christianity. 
]\Iany  childi'en  of  oui'  Neighbonring  Indians  have 
been  brought  up  in  the  College  ol'  William  and 
TNlary.  '^rhey  have  been  taught  to  lead  and  write, 
and  have  been  carefully  Instrueled  in  the  I'linei- 
l>lcs  of  the  Christian  Religion,  till  they  came  to  be 
men.  '^"et  after  they  retuinM  home,  instead  of 
civilizeing  and  converting  the  rest,  they  have  im- 
mediately Kelapt  int(j  Tididelity  and  liarbarism 
themselves. 

And  some  of  them  too  have  made  the  worst  use 
of  the  Knowledge  they  ac«iuirM  among  the  Eng- 
lish, by  employing  it  against  their  Benefactors. 
Besides,  as  they  unhap])ily  foi'get  all  the  good 
they  learj),  and  remendjer  the  111,  they  are  apt  to 

1  Robert  Boyle,  an  influential  appropriate  moat  of  this  fund  to 

English  chemist,  left  a  Hiim  of  tiie  education  of  Indian  youths 

money   to   be  invested    by   his  in  the  new  college.     The  fund 

trustees  for  some  worthy  char-  was  invested  in  England  in  an 

ity.     Dr.  James  Blair,  who  was  estate  called  BratTerton,  and  the 

about  the  same  time  in  England  building  erected    at    VV^illianis- 

Holiciting  funds  for  the  founda-  burg  fortheuseofthelndianstu- 

tiou  of  William  and  Mary  Col-  denlswascalled  BraffertouHall. 

lege,   induced    the  trustees   to  It  is  still  standin-. ^Editor. 
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be  more  vicious  and  disorderly  than  the  lest  of 
their  Countrymen. 

I  ought  not  to  quit  this  Subject  without  doing 
Justice  to  the  great  Prudence  of  ('olo  Spotswood 
in  this  Affair.  That  Gentleman  was  lieut  (Jov- 
ernor  of  Virginia  when  Carolina  was  engaged  in 
a  Bloody  War  with  the  Indians.  At  that  critical 
Tinne  it  was  thought  expedient  to  keep  a  Watchful 
Eye  upon  our  Tributary  Savages,  who  we  knew 
had  nothing  to  keep  them  to  theii-  Duty  but  their 
Fears. 

Tlien  it  was  that  he  demanded  of  each  Nation  a 
Clompctent  Nund)er  of  their  theii-  great  Men's 
(Children  to  be  sent  to  the  College,  where  they 
serv'd  as  so  many  Hostages  for  the  good  IJe- 
haviour  of  the  Kest,  and  at  the  same  time  were 
themselves  principled  in  the  (christian  Tieligion. 
He  also  Plac'd  a  School-Master  among  the  Saponi 
Indians,  at  the  salary  of  Fifty  Pounds  P  Aiuiuni, 
to  instruct  their  Children.  The  Person  that 
undertook  that  Charitable  work  was  Mr.  Charles 
Griltin,  a  Man  of  good  Family,  who  by  the  In- 
nocence of  his  Life,  and  the  Sweetness  of  his 
Temper,  was  perfectly  well  qualify'd  foi-  that 
pious  undertaking.  Besides,  he  had  so  much  the 
Secret  of  mixing  Pleasure  with  instruction,  that 
he  had  not  a  Scholai',  who  did  not  love  him  affec- 
tionately. 

Such  Talents  must  needs  have  been  blest  with  a 
Proportionable  Success,  had  he  not  been  unluckily 
remov'd  to  the  College,  by  which  he  left  the  good 
work  he  had  begun  unfinisht.      In  short,  all  the 
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Pains  he  had  uiuleitakeii  ainoug  the  Inddels  had 
no  other  Effect  but  to  make  them  something 
cleanlier  than  other  Indians  are. 

The  Care  Colo  Spotswood  took  to  tinclui'e  the 
Indian  (/hildren  with  Christianity  pi-oduc'd  the 
following  Ii]pigrani,  which  was  not  pnl)lislit  during- 
his  Administration,  for  fear  it  might  then  have 
lookt  like  flattery. 

Long  has  the  Furious  Priest  assay'd  in  Vain, 
With  Bwoi'tl  and  Faggol,  Intidels  to  gain, 
But  now  the  ^lilder  Holdier  wisely  I  ryes 
By  Uentler  Melliods  lo  unveil  tiieir  Eyes. 
Wonders  apart,  he  knew  'Iweie  vain  ('engage 
The  lix'd  Pievenlions  of  Misguided  Age. 
With  fairer  Hojies  lie  forms  llie  Indian  Youth 
To  early  Manners,  Probity  and  Trulli. 
The  Ijyon's  whelp  thus  on  the  Lybian  Shore  ■\ 
Is  lani'd  and  Gentled  by  the  Artful  Moor,      > 
Not  the  Grim  Sire,  inured  to  i5k)od  before.    ) 


I  am  sorry  I  can't  give  a  IJetter  Account  of 
the  State  of  the  Poor  Indians  with  respect 
to  Christianity,  altho'  a  great  deal  of  Pains 
has  been  and  still  continues  to  be  taken  witli 
them.  Foi'  my  Part,  I  must  be  of  Opinion,  as 
I  hinted  before,  that  there  is  but  one  way  oi' 
Converting  these  pooi-  Infidels,  and  reclaimiiig 
them  from  Bai'barity,  and  that  is,  Charitably  to 
intermarry  with  them,  according  to  the  Modern 
Policy  of  the  most  Christian  King  in  Canada  and 
Ijouisiana. 

Had  the  English  done  this  at  the  first  Settle- 
ment of  the  ('olony,  the  Infidelity  of  the  Indians 
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had  ))een  worn  out  at  tliis  Day,  with  their  Diuk 
Complexions,  and  the  Country  had  swai'in'd  witli 
Pef)ple  more  than  it  does  with  Insects. 

It  was  certainly  an  um-easonal)le  Nicety,  that 
pi'evented  their  enterinjj;  into  so  good-Nalur'd  an 
Alliance.  All  Nations  of  men  have  the  same 
Nalm-al  Dignity,  an<l  we  all  know  that  very  hright 
Talents  may  be  lodg'd  under  a  very  dark  Skin. 
The  principal  Difference  between  one  People  and 
another  proceeds  only  IVoin  the  Different  Oppor- 
tunities of  Improvement. 

The  Indians  by  no  means  want  understanding, 
and  ai'e  in  their  F'igure  tall  and  well-propoition'd. 
Even  their  Copper-coloui-'d  ('omplexion  wouM 
admit  of  lilanching,  if  not  in  the  first,  at  the 
farthest  in  the  Second  CJeJiei-ation. 

I  may  safely  venture  to  say,  the  Indian  Women 
would  have  made  altogether  as  Honest  Wi\es  for 
the  lirst  Planters,  as  tlie  Damsels  they  usM  to  piu'- 
chase  from  aboard  the  Ships.  It  is  Sti'ange,  there- 
fore;, that  any  good  (!hrislian  Slioii'd  have  J'efiiscd 
a  wholesome,  Straight  IJcd-IVIlow,  when  he  might 
have  had  so  fair  a  Poiiion  with  her,  as  the  Merit 
of  saving  her  Soul. 

8.  We  rested  on  our  clean  Mats  ver}'  comfor- 
tably, tho'  alone,  and  the  next  JSIorning  went  to  the 
Toilet  of  some  of  the  Indian  Ladys,  whcj-e,  what 
with  the  Charms  of  theii'  Persons  and  the  Smoak 
of  their  Apartments,  we  Avere  almost  blinded. 
They  offer'd  to  give  us  Silk-Grass  Baskets  of 
their  own  making,  which  we  Modestly  refused, 
knowing  that  an   Indian   present,   like   that    of  a 
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Nun,  is  a  Liberality  put  out  to  liitfiest,  and  a 
Hiibe  plac'd  to  the  j^reatest  Advantage. 

Our  Chaplain  observ'd  with  conceiii,  that  the 
KuUles  of  Some  of  our  Fellow  Travellers  were  a 
little  diseolour'd  with  pochoon,  wherewith  the  good 
Mail  had  been  told  those  Ladies  us'd  to  improve 
their  invisible  charms. 

About  10  a  Clock  we  marched  out  of  Town  in 
good  order,  &  the  AVar  Captains  saluted. us  with  a 
A^olley  of  Small-Arms.  From  thence  we  pro- 
ceeded over  Hlack-watei'  Bridge  to  colo'  Henry 
1  lariisons,  where  we  congratulated  each  other  upon 
our  Ketuin  into  Christendom. 

Thus  ended  our  I'rogress  for  this  Season,  which 
we  may  justly  say  was  attendetl  with  all  the  Suc- 
cess that  could  be  expected.  Besides  the  Functual 
IVrformance  of  what  was  Committed  to  us,  we  had 
the  Pleasure  to  bring  l)ack  every  one  of  our  Com- 
pany in  perfect  Health.  And  this  we  must  ac- 
knowledge to  be  a  Singiilar  Blessing,  considering 
the  Dilliculties  and  Dangers  to  which  they  had 
been  e.\[)osM. 

We  had  reason  to  fear  the  many  Waters  and 
Sunken  Crounds,  thro'  which  We  were  oblig'd  to 
watle,  might  have  thrown  the  men  into  Sundry 
Acute  tlistempers;  especially  the  Dismal,  where 
tiie  Soil  was  so  full  of  Water,  and  the  Air  so  full 
(if  Damjjs,  that  nothing  but  a  Dutchman  cou'd  live 
ill  them. 

Indeed  the  Foundation  of  all  our  Success  was  the 
Fxceeding  dry  Season.  It  rain'd  during  the  whole 
Journey  but  rarely,  and  then,  as  \vhen  Ilei-od  built 
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his  Temple,  only  in  the  Ni^fit  or  upon  the  >Sahl)aUi, 
when  it  was  no  hindrance  at  all  to  our  progress. 

TilK  tenth  of  September  heinj^  thf)u<^ht  a  lilUe 
too  soon  foi"  the  Commissioners  to  meet,  in  order 
to  proceed  on  the  Line,  on  account  of  Snakes,  'twas 
agreed  to  put  it  off  to  the  twentieth  of  tiie  same 
Month,  of  which  due  Notice  was  sent  to  the  Caru- 
lina-Comnii  ssioners. 

19.  We,  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  that  we  miglit 
be  sure  to  be  punctual,  arriv'd  at  Mr.  Kinchiirs, 
the  place  appointed,  on  the  19th,  after  a  Journey 
of  three  days,  in  which  nothing  Tiemarkable  ha[)- 
pen'd. 

We  found  three  of  the  Carolina-Commissioners 
had  taken  Possession  of  the  House,  having  come 
thither  by  water  from  Kdenton.  By  the  (Jreat 
Quantity  of  IVovisions  these  Gentlemen  brought, 
and  the  few  men  they  had  to  eat  them,  we  were 
afraid  they  intended  to  cai'ry  the  Line  to  the 
South  sea. 

They  had  SOOlbs  of  bacon  and  dry'd  Beef,  and 
SOOfts  of  Bisket,  and  not  above  three  oi-  four  men. 
The  misfortune  was,  they  forgot  to  provide  Horses 
to  carry  their  good  things,  or  else  trusted  to  the 
Incertainty  of  hirehig  them  here,  which,  consider- 
ing the  Place,  was  leaving  too  nnich  to  that  Jilt, 
Hazard. 

On  our  pait  we  had  taken  better  Care,  being 
completely  furnisht  with  everything  necessary  for 
transporting  our  Baggage  and  Provisions.  In- 
deed we  brought  no  othe)-  Provisions  out  with  us 
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l)ut  lOOOllis  of  Bread,  and  had  Faith  enough  to  de- 
pend on  l*iovidence  for  our  Meat,  ])eing  desirous 
to  husband  the  puldick  Money  as  much  as  possible. 

We  had  no  less  than  20  men,  besides  the  (Jhap- 
lain,  the  Sni'veyors  and  all  the  Servants,  to  be  Sub- 
sisted upon  this  Bread.  However,  that  it  might 
hold  out  the  better,  our  men  had  been  Order'd  to 
|)rovide  themselves  at  Home  with  Provision  for 
Ten  days,  in  which  time  we  judged  we  should  get 
lieyond  the  Inhabitants,  where  Poi'est-Ciame  of  all 
sorts  was  like  to  be  plenty  at  that  time  of  the 
^'ear. 

20.  This  being  the  da}'  appointed  for  oiu'  Kendez- 
vous,  great  p.ut  of  it  was  Spent  in  the  caiefid  lix- 
ing  our  Baggage  ami  Assembling  our  Men,  who 
were  ordeiVl  to  meet  us  hei-e.  We  took  care  to 
examine  their  Arms,  and  made  proof  of  the  Pow- 
der provided  foi'  the  Pxpedition. 

Our  Provision-Horses  had  been  hinder'd  by  the 
lain  from  coming  up  exactly  at  the  J^ay;  but  this 
Delay  was  the  less  Disappointment,  by  reason  «)f 
the  ten  days'  Subsistence  the  men  had  been  di- 
rected to  provide  tor  themselves. 

Mr.  Moseley  diil  not  join  us  till  the  afternoon, 
noi'  Mr.  Swan  till  Several  Days  after. 

Mr.  Kinchin  had  iniadvisedly  sold  the  Men  a 
little  lirandy  of  his  own  making,  which  produced 
nnich  disorder,  causing  some  to  be  too  choleiick, 
and  others  too  loving;  Insonmch  that  a  Damsel, 
Avilo  assisted  in  the  Kitchen,  had  ceitaijdy  SufferM 
what  the  Nuns  call  Martyrdom,  had  she  not  capitu- 
lated a  little  too  soon. 
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This  oiiirage  would  have  call'd  tor  some  severe 
Discipline,  had  she  not  hashfully  with(h'awn  her- 
self early  in  the  Mornin<^,  &  so  cai-ry'd  off  the 
Evidence. 

21.  AVe  despatcht  away  the  Surveyois  without 
Loss  of  Time,  who,  with  all  their  dilij^ence,  could 
carry  the  Line  no  farther  than  3  Miles  and  17() 
Poles,  by  reason  the  ljow-(iround  was  one  entire 
Thicket.  Li  that  distance  they  crost  Meherin 
River  the  4th  time.  In  the  mean  while  the  Vir- 
ginia-Connnissioners  thought  proj)er  to  conduct 
their  Baggage  a  farther  way  a])out,  for  tlie  Con- 
venience of  a  cleai'er  Road. 

The  Carolina-Gentlemen  did  at  length,  moie  by 
Fortune  than  forecast,  hii'e  a  clumsy  Vehicle, 
something  like  a  cai't,  to  transport  their  Effects  as 
far  as  Roanoak.  This  wretched  Machine,  at  first 
Setting  out,  met  with  a  very  rude  choque,  that 
broke  a  Case-Bottle  of  Cherry  Biandy  in  so  un- 
lucky a  Manner  that  not  one  piecious  ])iop  was 
saved.  This  Melanclioly  Beginning  foi'boded  an 
unprosperous  Journey,  and  too  ipiick  a  Keturn, 
to  the  Persons  most  inunediately  concern'd. 

In  our  way  we  crosst  Fountain's  Creek,  which 
riuis  into  Meherin  River,  so  call'd  from  the  disas- 
ter of  an  unfortimate  Indian  Trader  who  had  for- 
mei'ly  been  drowned  in  it,  and,  like  Icarus,  left  his 
Name  to  that  fatal  stream.  We  took  up  our 
C^uaiters  on  the  I'lantation  of  John  Hill,  wh(;re  we 
pitcht  our  Tent,  with  design  to  tari-y  till  such  time 
as  the  Surveyors  cou'd  work  their  way  to  us. 

22.  This  being  Sunday,  we  had  an  Oppoitunity 
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of  resting  from  our  Labours.  The  expectation  of 
such  a  Novelty  as  a  Sermon  in  these  Parts  brought 
together  a  Numerous  Congregation.  When  the 
Sermon  was  over,  our  Chaphiin  did  his  part  to- 
wards making  Eleven  of  them  (Jlii-istians. 

Several  of  oui-men  had  Intermitting  feavei-s,  but 
weie  soon  lestor'd  to  their  Health  again  by  pi-oper 
Remedies.  Oui'  chief  Medicine  was  Dogwood 
IJaik,  which  we  used,  instead  of  that  of  Peru,  with 
good  Success.  Indeed,  it  was  given  in  larger 
Quantity,  but  then,  to  make  the  Patients  amends, 
they  swallowed  much  fewei-  Doses. 

In  the  afternoon  our  Prt)vision-Ilorses  ari'ived 
Safe  in  the  Camp.  They  had  met  with  very  heavy 
Rains,  but,  thank  God,  not  a  Single  liisketreceiv'd 
tile  least  Damage  thereby. 

AVe  weie  furnisht  by  the  Neighbours  with  very 
lean  Cheese  and  very  fat  Mutton,  upon  \vhich  oc- 
casion twill  not  be  improper  to  draw  one  conclu- 
sion, from  the  Evidence  of  North  Carolina,  that 
Sheep  would  thrive  nmch  better  in  the  Woods  than 
in  Pastui'e  Land,  provided  a  careful  Shephei'd  were 
employed  to  keep  them  from  Straying,  and,  by  the 
help  of  Hogs,  to  protect  them  also  from  the  wolves. 

2;}.  The  Surveyors  came  to  us  at  Night,  tho' 
they  had  not  brouglit  the  Line  so  far  as  our  Camp, 
for  which  reason  we  thought  it  needless  to  go 
forwai'd  till  they  came  up  with  us.  They  cou'd 
run  no  more  than  4  Miles  and  5  Poles,  because 
the  Ground  was  every  where  grown  up  with  thick 
IJushes. 

Tlie  Soil  here   appear'd  to  be  very  good,  tho' 


108  COLONEL  WILLIAM   BYRD       [1728,  Sept. 

much  broken  ])etwixt  Fountain  creek  an<l  Roanoak 
liiver.  The  Line  crest  Meherin  the  ^th  and  hist 
time,  nor  were  our  People  sorry  to  part  witli  a 
Stream  tlie  Meanders  of  whicli  had  given  them  so 
mucii  Trouble. 

Our  Hunters  bi'ought  us  four  wild  Turkeys, 
which  at  that  Season  began  to  ])e  fat  and  veiy 
delicious,  especially  the  liens. 

These  Birds  seem  to  be  of  the  Bustaid  kind, 
and  Hy  heavily.  Some  of  them  ai-e  exceedingly 
large,  and  weigh  upwai'ds  of  40  Pounds;  Nay, 
some  liold  Historians  ventiue  to  say,  upwai'ds  of 
50.  They  run  very  fast,  sti'etching  foi'th  their 
Wings  all  the  time,  like  the  Ostiich,  by  way  of 
Sails  to  quicken  their  Speed. 

They  i-oost  conmioidy  u]jon  very  high  Ti-ees, 
Standing  near  some  River  or  Creek,  and  aie  so 
stupify'd  at  the  Sight  of  Fire,  that  if  you  make  a 
Blaze  in  the  Kight  near  the  Place  wheie  they 
roost,  you  may  h're  upon  them  Several  times  suc- 
cessively, before  they  will  dai-e  to  Hy  away. 

Their  Spurs  are  so  Sharp  antl  Strong  that  the 
Indians  used  formerly  to  point  their  Arrows  with 
them,  tho'  now  they  point  them  with  a  Shaij)  white 
Stone.  In  the  Spring  the  Turkey-Cocks  begin 
to  gobble,  which  is  the  Language  wherein  they 
make  Love. 

it  rain'd  very  hard  in  the  Night,  Avith  a  violent 
Storm  of  Thunder  and  Lightening,  which  oblig'd 
us  to  trench  in  our  Tent  all  round,  to  cairy  off 
the  Water  that  fell  upon  it. 

24.  So  soon  as  the  men  could  diy  their  Blan- 
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kets,  we  sent  out  the  Surveyoi-s,  wlio  now  meeting 
with  nioi'e  favourable  Grounds,  advanc'd  the  line  7 
Miles  and  82  l*oles.  llowevei-,  the  Commissioners 
did  not  thiidc  proper  to  decamp  that  day,  believing 
they  might  easily  overtake  the  Surveyors  the  next. 
In  the  mean  time  they  sent  out  some  of  their  most 
i^xpert  (Junners,  Avho  bi'ought  in  four  moi-e  wild 
Turkeys. 

This  ]jart  of  the  Country  being  very  pioper  foi- 
I'aising  (Jattle  and  Hogs,  we  obsei'v'd  the  Inhab- 
itants lived  in  great  plenty  without  killing  them- 
selves with  Labour. 

I  found  near  our  (!amp  some  Plants  of  that  kind 
ol'  Kattle-Snake  Root,  called  Star-grass.  The 
Leaves  shoot  out  circularly,  and  grow  Horizon- 
tally and  near  the  Ground.  The  Koot  is  in  Shape 
not  unlike  the  Rattle  of  that  Serpent,  and  is  a 
Strong  Antidote  against  the  bite  of  it.  It  is  very 
bitter,  and  where  it  meets  with  any  Poison,  works 
by  Violent  Sweats,  but  where  it  meets  with  none, 
has  no  Sensible  Operation  Imt  that  of  putting  the 
Spirits  into  a  gi'eat  Hurry,  and  so  of  promoting 
Pei'spiration. 

The  Rattle-snake  has  an  utter  Antipathy  to  this 
Plant,  insojuuch  that  if  you  Smear  your  liands 
with  the  eJuice  of  it,  you  may  handle  the  Vipei- 
Safely.  Thus  nnich  I  can  say  on  my  own  Experi- 
ence, that  once  in  July,  when  these  Snakes  are  in 
their  gi-eatest  Vigour,  I  besmear'd  a  Dog's  Nose 
with  the  Powder  of  this  Root,  and  made  him 
trample  on  a  large  Siud<e  Several  times,  which, 
however,  was  so  far  fi'om  biting  him,  that  it  per- 
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fectly  Sicken'd  at  the  Dog's  Approach,  aiul  tmii'd 
its  Head  from  him  with  the  Utmost  Aversion. 

Oui'  Chaphiin,  to  sliew  his  Zeal,  iiuule  an  Ex- 
cui-si(m  of  ()  Miles  to  christen  2  chihh-en,  l)nt  with- 
out the  least  regard  to  the  good  Ciiear  at  tliese 
Solemnities. 

2/).  The  Surveyors  taking  the  Advantage  of  clear 
Woods,  pusht  on  the  Line  7  Miles  and  40  Poles. 
In  the  mean  time  the  Commissioners  marcht  with 
the  Baggage  about  12  miles,  and  took  up  tlieir 
Quaiters  near  the  Banks  of  the  lieaver  Pond, 
(which  is  one  Branch  of  Fountain's  creek,)  just 
by  the  place  wheie  the  Surveyors  were  to  finish 
their  day's  work. 

In  our  march  one  of  the  men  kill'd  a  .Small  Rat- 
tle-Snake, which  had  no  more  than  two  Rattles. 
Those  Vipers  remain  in  Yigour  generally  till 
towards  the  End  of  September,  or  Sometimes 
later,  if  the  Weather  continue  a  little  warm.  On 
this  considei'ation  we  had  pi'ovided  three  Several 
Sorts  of  Rattle-Snake-Root,  made  up  into  pi'oper 
Doses,  and  ready  for  inmiediate  use,  in  case  any 
one  of  the  Men  or  their  Horses  had  been  bitten. 

We  crosst  Fountain's  C'l-eek  once  more  in  our 
Jom-ney  this  day,  and  found  the  GJrounds  very 
Rich,  notwithstanding  they  weie  bridcen  and 
Stony. 

Near  the  place  where  we  encampt  the  county  of 
BrunsAvick  is  divided  from  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
These  Counties  run  quite  on  the  back  of  Suri-y 
and  Prince  George,  and  are  laid  out  in  vei'y 
irregular  Fificures. 
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As  a  Proof  the  Land  ineiuled  lieieahouts,  we 
found  the  Plantations  l)egan  to  g'low  thicker  l)y 
nuich  than  we  had  found  tliem  lower  down. 

L!().  AVe  hui-]'y'd  away  the  Surveyors  without  Loss 
of  time,  who  extended  the  I^ine  JO  Miles  and  IGO 
Poles,  the  Grounds  proving  dry  and  fi'ee  from 
Under-woods.  My  the  way  the  chain-carriers 
kill'd  two  more  Rattle-Snakes,  which  I  own  was 
a  little  ungrateful,  because  two  oi-  three  of  the 
Men  had  Striiled  over  them  without  receiving  any 
lliul;  tho'  one  of  these  Vipers  had  made  bold  to 
Strike  at  one  of  the  Baggage  TToi'ses,  as  he  went 
along,  but  by  good  Luck  his  Teeth  oidy  grazed  on 
the  hoof,  without  doing  him  any  Diunage.  How- 
ever, these  Accidents  were,  1  think,  so  many 
Aj-guments  that  we  had  very  good  Reason  to 
defer  our  coming  out  till  the  2()th  of  September. 

AVe  observ'd  Abundance  of  St.  Andrew's  Cross 
in  all  the  AVoods  we  passed  thro',  which  is  the 
conmion  Remedy  lised  by  the  Indian  traders  to 
cine  their  horses  when  they  aie  bitten  by  Rattle- 
Snakes. 

It  gi'ows  on  a  Strait  Stem,  about  18  Inches  high, 
and  bears  a  Yellow  Flower  on  the  '^r(>p,  that  has 
an  Eye  of  Black  in  the  INIiddle,  with  Several  Paiis 
of  Narrow  Leaves  Shooting  out  at  right  Angles 
fi'om  the  Stalk  over  against  one  another. 

This  Antidote  gi'ows  I'lovidentially  all  over  the 
AVoods,  and  upon  all  Soi'ts  of  Soil,  that  it  nniy  be 
every  whei'e  at  hand  in  Case  a  Dlsastei-  should 
llai)pen,  and  may  be  had  all  the  hot  Months  while 
the  Snakes  are  danyrerous. 
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About  four  a'clock  in  the  Afternoon  we  took  up 
our  Quarters  upon  Cuban  Branch,  which  also  dis- 
charges itself  into  Fountain  Creek.  On  our  way 
Avc  observed  Se\ei-al  ISIeadows  cloth'd  with  vei-y 
rank-Giass,  and  Blanches  full  of  tall  Reeds,  in 
which  Cattle  keep  themselves  fat  good  part  of  the 
Winter.  But  Hogs  are  as  injurious  to  both  as 
Goats  are  said  to  be  to  Alnes,  and  for  that  Reason 
it  was  not  lawful  to  Sacrifice  them  to  Hacchus. 
We  halted  by  the  way  to  Christen  two  Chihlrcii 
at  a  Spring,  whei'e  their  ISIothers  waylaid  us  foi- 
that  good  Purpose. 

27.  R  was  ten  of  the  clock  before  the  Surveyors 
got  to  work,  because  some  of  the  Horses  had 
straggled  to  a  gi'eat  Distance  from  the  Camp. 
Nevertheless,  meeting  with  IVacticalde  Woods, 
they  advanct  the  Line  i>  Miles  and  R)4  Poles. 
We  crosst  over  Pea-Creek  al)out  foui-  Miles  from 
our  Quarters,  and  three  Miles  farther,  Lizzaid- 
Creek,  both  which  empty  their  Waters  into  Roa- 
noak  River. 

Between  these  two  Ci'eeks  a  poor  Man  waited 
for  us  with  five  (Jhildren  to  be  baptiz'd,  and  we 
halted  till  the  Ceremony  was  emled.  The  Land 
seem'd  to  be  very  good,  ])y  the  largeness  of  the 
Trees,  tho'  very  Stony.  We  pioceetled  as  far  as 
Pidgeou-Roost-Creek,  which  also  runs  into  Roa- 
noak,  and  there  Quartei-'d. 

We  had  not  the  pleasure  of  the  Company  of  any 
of  the  Carolina-Connnissioneis  in  this  day's  !March, 
except  Mr.  Moseley's,  the  rest  tai-rying  behind  to 
wait  the  coming  up  of  their  Baggage-Cait,  which 
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they  had  now  not  seen  nor  heard  (though  the 
Wheels  made  a  Dismal  Noise)  for  several  days 
past. 

Indeed  it  was  a  very  difficult  Undertaking  to 
conduct  a  Cart  thro'  such  pathless  ami  perplext 
Woods,  and  no  wonder  if  its  Motion  was  a  Httle 
Planetary.  We  would  have  payd  them  the  Com- 
plement of  waiting  foi-  them,  cou'd  we  have  done 
it  at  any  other  Expense  but  that  of  the  Publick. 

J 11  the  Stony  Grounds  we  rode  over  we  found 
great  Quantity  of  the  true  Ipocoacanna,  which  in 
this  part  of  the  World  is  call'd  Indian-Physiclv. 
Tins  has  Several  Stalks  growing  up  from  the  Same 
Root  aliout  a  Foot  high,  bearing  a  Leaf  resembling 
that  of  a  Straw-Berry.  It  is  not  so  strong  as  that 
ficiin  Brazil,  liut  has  the  same  happy  Effects,  If 
taken  in  Somewhat  a  larger  Dose.  It  is  an  Excel- 
lent Vomit,  and  generally  cures  intei'initting  Fevers 
and  Bloody  Fluxes  at  once  or  twice  taking.  Tlieie 
is  abundance  of  it  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Country, 
where  it  delights  most  in  a  Stony  Soil  interrnixt 
with  black  Mold. 

28.  Our  Surveyors  got  early  to  work,  yet  cou'd 
forward  the  Line  but  0  miles  and  121  Poles,  be- 
cause of  the  uneven  Grounds  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  Koanoak,  which  they  crosst  in  this  Day's 
work. 

In  that  Place  the  River  is  4i)  Poles  wide,  and 
I'olls  down  a  crystal  Stream  of  very  Sweet  water, 
Insomuch  that  when  there  comes  to  be  a  gieat 
Monarch  in  this  Part  of  the  World,  he  will  cause 
all   the  Watei"  for  his  own  Table  to  be  brought 
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from  Roanoak,  as  the  j^reat  Kin^s  of  Persia  ilid 
theirs  fioiii  tlie  Nile  and  (Ihoasj)is,  because  tlie 
AVaters  of  those  Kivei's  were  light,  and  not  apt  to 
eoiriipt.' 

The  great  Falls  of  Koanoak  lie  about  20  Miles 
lower,  to  which  a  Sloop  of  JNloderate  liurthen  may 
come  up.  There  are,  besides  these,  many  SnialK-r 
Falls  above,  tho'  none  that  entirel}'  intercc]>t  the 
Passage  of  the  River,  as  the  great  Ones  do,  Uy  a 
Chain  of  Rocks  for  S  ISiiles  together. 

The  River  forks  about  'Mi  INIiles  higher,  and  both 
Branches  are  pretty  e(jual  in  Breadth  where  they 
divide,  tho'  the  Southern,  now  call'd  the  Dan,  runs 
up  the  farthest.  That  to  the  North  runs  away 
near  North-west,  and  is  call'd  the  Staunton,  antl 
heads  not  far  from  the  Source  of  Appamatuck 
River,  while  the  Dan  stretches  away  pietty  near 
West  &  runs  clear  thro'  the  great  Mountains. 

We  did  not  follow  the  Sui'veyoi'S  till  towai-ds 
Noon,  being  detain'd  in  our  camp  to  Clu'isten 
Several  more  Children.  We  were  conducted  a 
nearer  way,  b}^  a  fanums  Woodsman,  call'd  Epaph- 
roditus  liainton.  This  Forestei'  Spends  all  his 
time  in  ranging  the  Woods,  and  is  said  to  make 
great  ITavock  among  the  Deer,  and  othei-  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Forest,  not  much  wilder  than  Himself. 

We  proceeded  to  the  Canoe- Landing  on  Roa- 
noak, whei'e  we  j)asst  tlie  River  with  the  Baggage. 

'  The  same  Humour  prevails  and  take  iu  a  But  of  Water 
at  tliis  day  in  the  Kings  of  Den-  fioin  a  Spring  on  the  Table  Hill, 
mark,  who  order  all  the  Kant  and  l)riiig  it  to  Ooppenliagcn, 
India  Sliips  of  that  nation  to  for  tlieir  Majeaty's  own  Drink- 
call  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopy,  ing.     (Original  note. j 
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Hilt  the  Iloi'ses  were  directed  to  a  Ford  about  a 
ISIile  Iti^lier,  eail'd  \)y  tlie  Indians  Moni-scej),  which 
signifies,  in  their  fJar<,'-on,  Shallow  AV^aler.  This 
is  the  Ford  whei-e  the  Indian-Traders  used  to  cross 
witli  Nieir  Horses,  in  their  way  to  the  Catauba 
Nation. 

Theie  are  many  Hocks  in  the  Kiver  thei'cabouts, 
t»n  whieii  grows  a  kind  of  Water  (Jrass,  which  the 
wihl  Geese  are  I'ond  •>!',  and  resort  to  it  in  great 
Numbers. 

We  landed  on  the  South  Side  oi'  Ivoanoak  at  a 
I'lantalioii  ol'  ( 'olo.  Muiiiloiurs,  wliere,  by  that  (uii- 
tlemaii's  S[)ecial  Directions,  we  met  with  Sun- 
dry Rel'ieshments.  Here  we  picht  our  Tent,  for 
the  beneht  of  the  l*ros[)ect,  upon  an  Fininence  tliat 
overlookt  a  I)road  Piece  of  ]x)w  CJ round,  veiy  ricli, 
tho'  lia])le  to  lie  overHow'd. 

liy  the  way,  one  of  our  Men  kill'd  another  Kat- 
tie-Snake,  with  11  Rattles,  having  a  lai'ge  Gi'ay 
S(juirrel  in  his  Maw,  the  head  of  which  was  already 
digested,  wliile  the  Body  reuiain'd  Stil  entile. 

The  way  these  Snakes  catch  their  Prey  is  thus: 
They  Ogle  the  poor  little  animal,  till  by  force  of 
the  (Jharin  he  falls  down  Stupify'd  and  Senseless 
on  the  Ciround.  In  that  condition  the  Snake  ap- 
proaches, and  moistens  lirst  one  Far  and  then  the 
Other  with  his  Spawl,  and  ai'ter  that  the  other  Parts 
of  the  Head,  to  make  all  Slippery.  When  that  is 
done,  lie  draws  this  Member  into  his  Mouth,  and 
after  it,  by  Slow  Degrees,  all  the  rest  of  the  Body. 

2!>.  This  being  Sunday,  we  had  Divine  Service 
and  a  Sermon,  at  which  Several  of  the  Borderers  as- 
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sisted,  and  we  concluded  the  Duties  of  the  Day  in 
the  Christening  five  Children.  Our  Devotion  be- 
ing perforni'd  in  the  Open  Field,  like  that  of  Mi-. 
AVhitfield's  Flocks,  an  unfortunate  Shower  of  Kain 
had  almost  disperst  our  ( 'ongregation.  A  bout  f  our 
in  the  Afternoon  the  Carolina-Connnissioners  made 
a  Shift  to  come  up  with  us,  whom  we  had  left  at 
Pidgeon-Roost  Creek  the  Fryda}'  before,  waiting 
for  their  l*rovisions.  When  their  Cart  came  up 
they  prudently  discharged  it,  and  rather  chose  to 
hii'e  two  Men  to  carry  some  part  of  their  Baggage. 
The  Kest  they  had  been  Obliged  to  leave  behind, 
in  the  Crotch  of  an  Old  Tree,  for  want  of  proper 
(Conveniences  to  transport  it  any  farthei-. 

We  found  in  the  low  (1  round  Sevei"al  Plants 
of  the  Fern  Root,  which  is  said  to  be  nuich  the 
Strongest  Antidote  yet  discover'd  against  the 
Poison  of  the  Rattle-Snake.  The  ] weaves  of  it 
resend)le  those  of  Fern,  fi-om  whence  it  obtain'd 
its  Name.  Several  Stalks  shoot  from  the  same 
Root,  about  0  Inches  long,  that  ly  mostly  on  the 
Ground.  It  grows  in  a  very  Rich  Soil,  uiuler  the 
Protection  of  Some  tall  Tiee,  that  Shades  it  from 
the  Meridian  Beams  of  the  Sun.  The  Root  has  a 
faint  Spicy  tast,  and  is  prefeir'd  by  the  Southern 
Indians  to  all  other  Counter-poisons  in  this  Country. 

But  there  is  another  soi-t  preferr'd  by  the 
Northern  Indians,  that  they  call  Seneca  Rattle- 
Snake-Root,  to  which  wonderhd  Vertues  are  as- 
crib'd  in  the  Cure  of  Pleurisys,  Feavers,  Rhuma- 
tisms,  and  Dropsys;  besides  it  being  a  powerful 
Antidote  against  the  Venom  of  the  Rattle-Snake. 
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In  the  Eveniii<j:  the  Messenj^^er  we  had  sent  to 
Christaimu  retnrn'd  Avith  live  Saponi  Indians.  We 
con'd  not  entirely  i-ely  on  the  Dexterity  ol'  our  own 
Men,  which  induced  us  to  send  for  some  ol'  the 
Indians.  AVe  agreed  with  two  of  the  most  expert 
of  them,  upon  reasonable  Terms,  to  hunt  for  us  the 
remaining  Part  of  our  Expedition.  But  one  of 
them  falling  Sick  soon  after,  we  were  content  to 
take  only  the  other,  whose  Hunting  Name  Avas 
Bear-skin. 

This  Indian,  either  by  his  Skill  or  good  Luck, 
Supply'd  us  plentifully  all  the  way  with  ^leat, 
Seldom  dischargiug  his  piece  in  vain. 

By  his  Assistance,  therefore,  we  were  able  to 
keep  our  men  to  their  Business,  without  Suffering 
them  to  Straggle  about  the  Woods,  on  pretence  of 
furnishing  us  with  Necessai'y  Food. 

MO.  It  had  rain'd  all  night,  and  made  everything 
so  wet,  that  our  Surveyors  cou'd  not  get  to  their 
Work  before  Noon.  They  cou'd  therefore  measure 
no  more  than  four  Miles  and  1220  Poles,  which, 
accoi'ding  to  the  best  information  we  cou'd  get, 
was  neaj"  as  high  as  the  uppermost  Inhabitant  at 
that  time. 

We  crost  the  Indian  Trading  path  above-men- 
tion'd  about  a  Mile  from  our  Camp,  and  a  Mile  be- 
yond that  forded  Ilaw-Tree-Creek.  The  Woods  we 
passed  thro'  had  all  the  Tokens  of  Sterility,  except  a 
small  Poison'd  Field,  on  which  grew  no  Ti'ce  bigger 
than  a  Slender  Sapling.  The  largei-  Trees  had 
been  destroyed,  either  by  Fire  or  Caterpillars, 
which  is  often  the  Case  in  the  upland  Woods,  and 
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the  places  Avhere  such  Desohition  ha|t[)eiis  are 
call'd  I'oisoii'd  Fields. 

We  took  ii[)  our  C^uarteis  upon  a  Branch  of 
Great  Creek,  where  there  was  tolerable  good  ( Jrass 
for  the  poor  Horses.  These  poor  Animals  having- 
now  got  beyond  the  Latitude  of  Corn,  were  obliged 
to  Shift  as  well  as  they  cou'd  foi'  themselves. 

(Jn  oni'  way  the  men  lous'd  a  Bear,  which  being 
the  lirst  we  had  seen  since  we  came  out,  the  pooi' 
Beast  had  many  pursuers.  Sevei'al  l*ersons  con- 
tended for  the  Credit  of  killing  him:  tho'  he  was 
so  poor  he  was  not  worth  the  I'owdei'.  This  was 
some  Disappointment  to  our  Woodsmen,  who  com- 
monly prefer  the  Flesli  of  Bears  to  evei-}'  kind  of 
Venison.  There  is  tSomething  indeed  peculiar  to 
this  Animal,  namely,  that  its  fat  is  very  lii'm,  and 
may  be  eaten  plentifully  without  i-ising  in  the 
Stomach.  The  Paw  (which,  when  strii)t  of  the 
hair,  looks  like  a  Ilunum  Fool,)  is  accounted  a 
delicious  Morsel  by  all  who  are  not  Shockt  at  the 
ungi'acious  Kesemblance  it  bears  to  a  Human 
Foot. 

Oct.  1.  There  was  a  white  Frost  this  moi'ning 
on  the  Ground,  occasion\l  by  a  North- West  Wind, 
which  stood  our  Friend  in  dispersing  all  Aguish 
Damps,  and  making  the  Air  wholesome  at  the  Same 
time  that  it  nuide  it  cold.  Eiicoiu'ag'd  thei'efoi-e 
by  the  Weather,  Our  SiU'veyors  got  to  work  early, 
and  by  the  Benefit  of  Clear  Woods,  and  Level 
(J round,  drove  the  Line  12  Miles  and  12  Poles. 

At  a  Small  Distance  from  our  Camp  we  crost 
Great  Creek,  and  about  7  Miles  farther  Nut-bush 
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Creek,  so  call'd  from  the  many  Ilazle-Trees  grow- 
ing upon  it.  By  good  Luck  Many  Biantlies  of 
these  Creeks  wei'e  full  of  Reeds,  to  the  great  com- 
fort of  our  Horses.  Near  live  Miles  from  thence 
we  eMcam|)t  on  a  Branch  that  I'uns  into  Nut-Iiush 
Creek,  where  those  Reeds  flourisht  moi-e  tlian 
Ordinary.  The  Land  we  marcht  over  was  for  the 
most  pai't  broken  and  Stony,  and  in  some  places 
cover'd  over  with  Thickets  almost  impenetiable. 

At  Night  the  Surveyors,  taking  Advantage  of  a 
very  clear  Sky,  made  a  third  Tryal  of  tlie  Vai-ia- 
tion,  and  found  it  Still  something  less  than  3 
Degrees,  so  that  it  did  not  diminish  by  advancing 
towards  the  West,  or  by  approaching  the  Moun- 
tains, nor  yet  by  encreasing  oui'  distance  from  the 
Sea;  but  reinain'd  mucli  the  Same  we  had  found 
it  at  Corotuek-Inlet. 

One  of  our  Indians  kill'd  a  large  Fawn,  which 
was  very  welcome,  tho',  like  lludibi'as's  Horse,  it 
had  hardly  Flesh  enough  to  cover  its  Bones. 

In  the  low  Grounds  the  (Jarolina  Gentlemen 
shew'd  us  another  Plant,  whicli  they  said  was 
used  in  their  country  to  cure  the  Bite  of  the  Rat- 
tle-Snake. It  put  forth  Sevei'al  Leaves  in  figure 
like  a  Heart,  and  was  clouded  S(j  like  the  connnon 
Assarabacca,  that  1  conceived  it  to  be  of  that 
Family. 

2.  So  soon  as  the  Horses  cou'd  be  found,  we 
hm-ry'd  away  the  Surveyors,  who  advanct  the  Line 
9  Miles  and  254  IVdes.  About  3  JNIiles  from  the 
Camp  they  crosst  a  large  Cieek,  which  the  Indians 
caird  Massamoni,  Signifying,  in  their  Language, 
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Paint-Creek,  because  of  the  great  Quantity  ol' 
Red  ochre  found  in  its  l)anks.  Tliis  in  every 
Fresh  tinges  the  Water  just  as  the  same  Mineral 
did  formerly,  and  to  this  da}'  continues  to  tinge, 
the  famous  Kiver  Adonis,  in  Phoenicia,  by  which 
there  hangs  a  celebrated  Fable. 

Three  Miles  bey<md  that  we  past  another  AVali'r 
with  difliculty,  callM  Vaypalsco,  or  IJevei'  Creek. 
Those  industrious  Animals  had  dannn'd  up  the 
water  so  high,  that  we  had  nuich  ado  to  get  ovei'. 
Tis  hardly  credible  how  much  Avork  of  this  kind 
they  will  do  in  the  Space  of  one  Night.  They 
bite  young  Saplings  into  pi-opcr  J^engths  with 
their  Fore-teeth,  which  are  exceeding  Stiong  and 
Sharp,  and  afterwards  drag  them  to  the  Place 
wheie  they  intend  to  Stop  the  AV^ater. 

Then  they  know  how  to  join  Timber  and  Earth 
together  Avith  so  much  Skill,  that  their  AVork  is 
able  to  resist  the  most  violent  Flood  that  can  hap- 
pen. In  this  they  are  qualify'd  to  instruct  tlicii' 
Betters,  it  being  certain  their  danuns  will  stand 
firm  when  the  Strongest  that  are  made  by  men 
will  be  carry'd  down  the  Stream. 

AVe  observed  very  broatl  low  Cirounds  upon  this 
Creek,  with  a  growth  of  large  Trees,  and  all  the 
other  Signs  of  Fertility,  luit  seeni\l  sul>ject  to  be 
every  where  overtlow'd  in  a  fresh. 

The  certain  way  to  catch  these  Sagacious  Ani- 
mals is  thus:  Squeeze  all  the  Juice  out  of  the  large 
Pride  of  the  Beaver,  and  (5  droj>s  out  of  the  small 
Pride.  Powder  the  inward  Bai'k  of  Sassafras,  jind 
mix  it  with  this  tluiee,  then  bait  therewith  a  Steel 
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Trap,  and  they  will  eagerly  come  to  it,  and  be 
taken. 

About  thiee  Miles  and  a  half  farther  we  came 
to  the  Hanks  of  nnothei'  creek,  call'd,  in  the 
kSaponi  Language,  Ohimpa-moni,  Signifying  Jump- 
ing Creek,  from  the  frequent  Jumping  of  Fish 
during  the  Spring  Seascm. 

Hei'e  we  eneampt,  and  by  the  time  the  Horses 
were  hobbled,  our  Hunters  bi'ougiit  us  no  less  than 
a  Brace  and  a  half  of  Deei',  which  jnade  great 
Plenty,  and  consequently  great  content  in  our 
(^uartei's. 

Some  of  oui'  People  had  Shot  a  great  Wild  Cat, 
which  was  that  fatal  moment  making  a  comfort- 
able Meal  upon  a  Fox-Squirrel,  and  an  And)itious 
Spoilsman  of  our  Company  claim'd  the  merit  of 
killing  this  monstei'  after  it  was  dead. 

The  Wild-cat  is  as  big  again  as  any  Household- 
Cat,  and  much  the  fiercest  Inhabitant  of  the 
Woods.  AVhenevei'  'tis  disabled,  it  will  tear  its 
own  Flesh  for  madness.  Altho'  a  Panther  will 
run  away  from  a  Man,  a  Wild-cat  will  onl}'  make  a 
Surly  Retreat,  now  and  then  facing  about,  if  he 
be  too  closely  pursued;  and  will  even  pursue  in  his 
turn,  if  he  observe  the  least  Sign  of  Fear  or  even 
of  caution  in  those  that  pretend  to  follow  Him. 

The  Flesh  of  this  lieast,  as  well  as  of  the  Pan- 
ther, is  as  white  as  veal,  and  altogether  as  sweet 
and  delicious. 

15.  We  got  to  woik  early  this  Moi-ning,  and  car- 
ry'd  the  line  8  Miles  and  a  KiO  Poles.  We  forded 
Several  Runs  of  Excellent  Water,  and  afterwards 


122  COLONEL   WILLIAM    BYRD        [1728,  OoL 

ti-averst  a  hwge  levil  of  high  huul  full  of  lofly 
Walnut,  Poplar,  and  AVhile  Oak  Trees,  which 
are  certain  Pioofs  of  a  fruitful  iSoil.  This  le\il 
was  neai-  two  Miles  in  leng'th,  and  of  an  unknown 
breadth,  quite  out  of  Daugei-  of  being  ovtillowM, 
which  is  a  misfortune  most  of  the  JjOw  (ti'oiukIs 
are  liable  to  in  those  Parts.  As  Ave  marcht  along 
we  saw  many  Buffalo-Tracdcs,  and  abundance  of 
their  Dung  very  Fresh,  but  could  not  ha\e  tlie 
pleasure  of  seeing-  them.  They  eithei-  kSnielt  us 
out,  having  that  sense  very  Quick,  or  else  wcie 
alarm'd  at  the  Noise  that  so  many  I'eoplc  must 
necessarily  make  in  marching  along.  .\t  the 
Sight  of  a  Man  they  will  Snort  and  (iiunt,  cock 
up  their  ridiculous  Short  Tails,  and  tear  up  the 
Cicround  with  a  Sort  of  Timorous  Fui-y. 

These  wild  Cattle  hardly  ever  range  alone,  l)ul 
lierd  together  like  those  that  are  tame.  They  are 
Seldom  seen  so  far  Noi-th  as  'JU'^  of  latituile,  de- 
lighting much  in  canes  and  Reeds,  which  grow 
generally  more  Southerly. 

We  (juarter'd  on  the  Banks  of  a  Ci'eek  that  the 
Inhabitants  call  Tewahominy,  or  Tuskarooda 
creek,  because  one  of  that  Nation  had  been  kill'd 
thereabouts,  and  his  Body  thrown  into  the  (Jreck. 

Our  People  had  the  Fortune  to  kill  a  Brace  of 
does,  one  of  which  we  presented  to  the  Carolina- 
Oentlemen,  who  were  glad  to  partid-;e  of  the; 
Bounty  of  Providence,  at  the  same  lime  that  they 
sneer'd  at  us  for  depending  upon  it. 

4.  We  hurry'd  away  the  Siu-veyors  about  9  this 
Morning,  who  extendctl  the  Line  7  Miles  and  KK) 
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Poles,  notwithstanding^  the  Ground  was  exceed- 
ingly uneaven.  At  the  Distance  of  five  Miles  we 
fui'ded  a  stream  to  which  we  gave  the  Name  of 
Blewing  creek,  because  of  the  great  Number  of 
tiiose  Fowls  that  then  frequented  it. 

About2^  Miles  beyond  that,  we  came  upon  Sugar- 
Ti-ee-Creek,  so  call'd  from  the  many  Trees  of  that 
kind  that  giow  upon  it.  By  ta[)piiig  this  Tree,  in 
the  first  Warm  weathei-  in  February,  one  may  get 
from  20  to  40  C^allons  of  Li(pioi-,  very  sweet  to  the 
fast  and  agreeable  to  the  Stomach.  This  may  be 
boil'd  into  molosses  first,  and  afterwards  into  very 
good  Sugar,  allowing  about  10  Gallons  of  the 
Liquor  to  make  a  Pound.  There's  no  doubt,  too, 
that  a  very  fine  Spii-it  may  be  distill'd  from  the 
molosses,  at  least  as  good  as  Kum.  The  Sugar 
Ti-ee  delights  only  in  Rich  Ground,  where  it  grows 
very  tall,  and  by  the  Softness  and  Spunginess  of 
the  AVood  shou'd  be  a  quick  Grower. 

Near  this  Creek  we  disco^■ered  likewise  Sevei'al 
Spice-Ti-ees,  the  Leaves  of  which  are  fragianl,  and 
tiie  IJcrries  they  bear  are  black  when  dry,  and  of  a 
hot  tast,  not  nnieh  unlike  Pepper. 

The  low  Giounds  upon  the  creek  are  very  wide, 
sometimes  on  one  Side,  Sometimes  on  the  Other; 
tho'  most  commonly  upon  the  Opposite  Shore  the 
high-land  advances  close  to  the  Uank,  only  on  the 
North-Siile  of  the  Line  it  spi'eads  itself  into  a 
great  Breadth  of  rich  low  Grouml  on  both  sides 
the  Creek  foi-  four  Miles  together,  as  far  as  this 
Stream  riuis  into  ITico-River,  whereof  I  shall  pies- 
ently  make  mention. 
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One  of  our  Men  Sp}'^!  tliree  Buffaloes,  buL  his 
Piece  being  loaded  only  with  Goose-shot,  he  was 
al)le  to  make  no  effectual  Impression  on  theii-  thick 
hides;  however,  this  Disappointment  was  made  up 
by  a  Brace  of  Bucks,  and  as  many  Wihl  Tinkc}  s, 
kill'd  by  the  rest  of  the  company. 

Thus  Providence  was  very  Bountiful  to  (lur 
Endeavours,  nevei'  disappointing  those  that  faitii- 
fnlly  rely  upon  it,  and  pray  heartily  foi-  their  Daily 
Bi'ead. 

5.  This  day  we  met  with  such  uneven  ({rounds, 
and  thick  Underwoods,  that  with  all  oui-  Indiistiy 
we  were  able  to  advance  the  Ijine  but  4  Miles  and 
312  Poles.  In  this  small  Distance  it  intersected 
a  large  stream  four  times,  which  our  Indian  at  hist 
mistook  for  the  South  Uranch  of  liuanoke  liiver; 
but,  discovering  his  Ei'i-or  soon  after,  he  assur'd  ns 
'twas  a  River  called  Ilicootomony,'  oi-  Turkey- 
Buzzai'd  Kiver,  from  the  gi'eat  Nnndur  of  tiiose 
unsavoury  Birds  that  roost  on  the  tall  Trees  grow- 
ing near  its  banks. 

Early  in  the  Afternoon,  to  our  vei-y  great  sur- 
prize, the  Connnissionei's  of  Cai-olimi  accpuiinted 
us  with  their  Resolution  to  return  Home,  l^his 
Declaration  of  theii'S  seeni'd  the  jnore  abrupt,  be- 
cause they  had  not  becii  so  kind  as  to  prepaie  ns, 
by  the  least  Hint,  of  their  intention  to  deseit  ns. 

We  thei'efoi'e  let  them  niiderstanil  they  Appear'd 
to  us  to  abandon  the  Business  they  came  aljoiit 
with  too  mucli  Pi-ecipitatioii,  this  being  but  tin; 
15th  day  since  we  came  out  the  last  time.     But, 

'  Shoitened  to  Hii;o. 
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iiltlio'  we  were  to  l)e  so  unhappy  as  to  lose  the 
Assistance  of  their  great  AbiUties,  yet  we,  who 
wei-e  coiieern'd  for  Yii-ginia,  iletermin'd  by  the 
(Jiaee  of  (Jod,  not  to  do  our  Work  by  Halves,  but, 
all  deserted  as  we  were  like  to  be,  shou'd  think  it 
our  duty  to  push  the  Ijine  quite  to  the  Mountains; 
and  if  their  Cloverninent  shoidd  I'efuse  to  ])e  bound 
by  so  much  of  the  IJne  as  was  run  without  their 
Conunissioners,  yet  at  least  it  would  bind  Virginia, 
and  Stand  as  a  Direction  how  far  his  Majesty's 
Lands  extend  to  the  Southward. 

In  short,  these  Gentlemen  were  positive,  and  the 
most  we  could  agree  upon  was  to  Subscribe  plats 
of  our  work  as  far  as  we  had  Acted  together;  tho' 
at  the  same  time  we  insisted  these  Plats  should  l)e 
got  ready  by  Monday  T^oon  at  fai-thest,  when  we 
on  the  Part  of  Virginia  intended,  if  we  Avere  alive, 
to  move  forward  without  faither  loss  of  Time,  the 
Season  being  then  too  far  advanct  to  admit  of  any 
umiecessai'y  or  complaisant  delays. 

G.  We  lay  still  this  day,  being  Sunday,  on  the 
Bank  of  llico  Iliver,  and  had  oidy  Prayers,  our 
Chaplain  not  having  Spirits  enough  to  preach. 
Tile  (gentlemen  of  Carolina  assisted  not  at  oiu' 
Pidilick  Devotions,  because  they  were  taken  up 
all  tlie  Morning  in  making  a  foi-midable  ]*i'otest 
against  our  Proceeding  on  the  Line  without  them. 

When  the  Divine  Service  was  ovei',  the  Sur- 
veyois  sat  about  making  the  Plats  of  so  nuich  of 
the  Line  as  we  had  nui  this  last  Campaign.  Our 
pious  Friends  of  Carolina  assisted  in  this  work 
with  some  Seeming  Scruple,  pretending  it  was  a 
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Violation  of  the  Sabbatli,  wiiich  we  were  the  luoi-e 
Surpriz'cl  at,  because  it  hai^pen'd  to  Ije  tlie  hist 
Qualiu  of  Conscieuee  they  had  ever  been  troubled 
with  (hireing  the  whole  journey.  They  had  made 
no  Bones  of  Staying  from  prayers  to  hanunei-  out 
an  uiuieeessary  Pi-otest,  tho'  Divine  Serviee  was 
no  Sooner  over,  but  an  unusual  Fit  of  (iodliness 
made  them  fancy  that  linishing  the  Plats,  which 
was  now  matter  of  necessity,  was  a  prophanation 
of  the  Day.  ITowevci',  the  Expediency  of  losing 
no  time,  for  us  who  thought  it  our  duty  to  linish 
what  we  had  undertaken,  inade  such  a  Laboiu- 
pardonnable. 

^  In  the  Afternoon,  Mi-.  Fitz  William,  one  of  the 
Commissioners  for  Virginia,  acquainteil  his  Col- 
legues  it  was  his  Opinion,  that  by  his  Majesty's 
Order  they  could  not  proceed  farther  on  the  J.ilit-, 
but  in  Conjunction  with  the  Commissioners  (.l' 
CaroHna;  for  which  reason  he  intended  to  retiie, 
tlie  Next  Morning,  with  tliose  Centlemen. 

This  lookt  a  little  odd  in  oui'  Brother  Commis- 
sioner; tho',  in  Justice  t(.  Ilim,  as  well  as  to  our 
Carolina  Friends,  they  stuck  by  us  as  long  as  our 
good  Liquor  lasted,  and  were  so  kind  to  us  as  io 
drink  our  good  Journey  to  the  Moiuitains  in  the 
last  Bottle  Ave  had  left. 

7.  The  Duplicates  of  the  plats  cou'd  not  be 
drawn  fair  this  day  befoi'e  No(mi,  when  they  were 
countersign'd  by  the  Commissioners  of  Facli 
Goyermneut.  Then  those  of  Cai-olina  delivtr'd 
theii-  IVotest,  whieh  was  by  this  time  lickt  into 
form,  and  sign'd  by  them  all.     And  we  have  been 
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so  just  to  tliein  as  to  set  it  down  at  full  leiigih  in 
the  Appendix,  that  tlieir  Reasons  for  leaving  ns 
may  appear  in  their  full  Strength. 

After  having  thus  adjusted  all  o\ir  Affairs  with 
the  Carolina  Connuissioners,  and  kindly  supply'd 
tlicni  with  Bread  to  earry  them  hack,  which  they 
liaidly  deserv'd  at  oui-  hands,  we  took  leave  both 
of  Ihem  and  our  colleague,  jSIi'.  l^'itzwilliam. 

This  CJentleman  had  stil  a  Stronger  Reason  for 
hurrying  him  hack  to  Williamsburg,  which  was, 
that  neither  the  General  Court  might  lose  an  able 
Judge,  nor  himself  a  double  Salary,  not  despairing 
in  the  least  but  he  shou'd  have  the  whole  pay  of 
Commissioner  into  the  Bai'gain,  tho'  he  did  not 
half  the  AVoik.  This, to  be  sure,  was  relying  more 
on  the  Intei-est  of  his  Friends  than  on  the  Justice 
of  his  cause;  in  which,  however,  he  had  the  mis- 
foi'tune  to  miscairy,  when  it  came  to  be  fairly 
considered. 

It  was  two  u  clock  in  the  Aftei'noon  befoi-e  these 
arduous  Affairs  could  be  despatcht,  and  then,  all 
foisakeu  as  we  were,  we  held  ow  oui-  course  to- 
wards the  West.  But  it  was  our  misfoitune  to 
meet  with  so  nnuiy  Thickets  in  this  Aftei-noon's 
Work,  that  we  cou'd  advance  no  further  than  2 
Miles  and  2(K)  Poles. 

In  this  small  Distance  we  crosst  the  llico  the 
fifth  time,  and  Quarter'd  near  liuffalo-Creek,  so 
nam'd  from  the  frequent  Tokens  we  discover'd  of 
that  Ameiican  Behemoth. 

Here  the  Bushes  were  so  intolerably  thick,  that 
we  were  (iblig'd  to  cover  the  Bread  Baggs  with 
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our  Deei'  Skins,  othei'wise  the  Joke  of  one  of  the 
Indians  nuist  have  happen'cl to  us  in  good  Eainest, 
that  in  a  few  (Uiys  We  must  cut  up  oui-  House  to 
make  Bags  for  the  Biead,  and  so  be  foiet  to  ex- 
pose oiu-  Backs  in  comphment  to  our  Bellys. 

We  computed  we  had  then  Bisquet  enough  left 
to  last  us,  with  good  Management,  Seven  Weeks 
longei-;  And  this  l)eing  oiu'  chief  Deijendence,  it 
imported  us  to  be  veiy  careful  both  in  the  C'ari'iage 
and  the  Distribution  of  it. 

We  had  no  other  Drink  but  what  Adam  drank 
in  Paradise,  tho'  to  oui-  ct)nifort  we  found  the 
Water  excellent,  by  the  Help  of  which  we  pcr- 
ceiv'd  our  Appetites  to  mend,  our  Slumbers  to 
Sweeten,  the  Stream  of  Life  to  run  cool  and  peace- 
ably in  our  Veins,  and  if  ever  we  dreamt  of  Wo- 
men, they  wei'e  kind. 

Oui-  men  kill'd  a  very  fat  Buck  and  Seveial 
Turkeys.  These  two  kinds  of  Meat  boilM  together, 
with  the  addition  of  a  little  Kice  or  French  fiarley, 
made  excellent  Soupe,  and,  what  happens  rarely  in 
Other  good  things,  it  never  cloy'd,  no  moi-e  than 
an  Engaging  Wife  wou'd  do,  by  being  a  Constant 
ITish. 

Our  Indian  was  veiy  Superstitious  in  this  Mat- 
ter, antl  told  us,  with  a  face  full  of  concern,  that  if 
we  continued  to  boil  Venison  and  Turkey  togethei', 
we  Sh(m'(l  for  the  futui-e  kill  nothing,  because  the 
Spirit  that  presided  over  the  Woods  would  drive 
all  the  Game  out  of  our  Sight.  But  we  had  the 
Happiness  to  llnd  this  an  Idle  Superstition,  and 
tho'  his  Argiunent  could  not  convince  us,  yet  our 
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repeated  Experience  at  last,  with  nnicli  ado,  con- 
vinc'd  llini. 

We  obseiv'd  abundance  of  Colt's  foot  and 
Maiden-hair  in  many  Places,  and  nowhere  a  larger 
(Quantity  than  here.  They  are  both  Excellent  Pec- 
toral Plants,  and  seem  to  have  greater  Vertiies 
nnich  in  this  part  of  the  World  than  in  more  North- 
ern climates;  and  I  believe  it  may  pass  for  a  Rule 
in  Botanicks,  that  where  any  Vegetable  is  planted 
by  the  hand  of  Natni-e,  it  has  more  Veitue  than  in 
Places  whereto  it  is  transplanted  by  the  Curiosity 
of  Man. 

8.  Notwithstanding  we  huri'y'd  away  the  Sur- 
veyors very  early,  yet  the  Underwoods  embai'rass'd 
them  so  much  that  they  cou'd  with  DiHiculty  ad- 
vance the  Line  4  Miles  and  20  I'oles. 

Our  Cloaths  Suffer'd  extreamely  by  the  Bushes, 
and  it  was  really  as  nuich  as  both  our  hands  could 
do  to  pieserve  oiu'  Eyes  in  our  Heads.  Our  pO(jr 
Horses,  too,  could  hardly  diag  their  Loads  thio' 
the  Saplings,  which  stood  so  close  together  that  it 
was  necessary  for  them  to  draw  and  cai'i'y  at  the 
same  time. 

We  quarter'd  near  a  Spring  of  very  fine  Water, 
Soft  as  oyl  and  as  cold  as  lee,  to  make  us  amends 
foi-  the  want  of  Wine.  And  our  Indian  knockt 
down  a  very  fat  Doe,  just  time  enough  to  hinder 
us  from  going  Supperless  to  Bed. 

The  heavy  Baggage  cou'd  not  come  up  with  us, 
because  of  the  Excessive  badness  of  the  Ways. 
This  gave  us  no  Small  uneasiness,  but  it  went 
worse  with  the  poor  men  that  guardeil  it.     Tlie_y 
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had  nothing-  in  the  Woi  Itl  with  tiieni  but  dry  liread, 
nor  durst  they  eat  any  of  that,  for  feai-of  inthiiuiiig- 
their  Thirst,  in  a  Place  where  they  eonhl  lind  no 
Water  to  quench  it. 

This  was,  however,  the  better  to  l)e  endured, 
because  it  was  tlie  lirst  Fast  any  one  had  l<e|)l 
dureing  the  whole  Jouiiiey,  and  then,  Thaid^s  to 
the  gracious  GnarcUan  of  tlie  Woods!  theie  was 
no  more  than  a  Single  JVIeal  lost  to  a  few  of  I  lie 
Company. 

AVe  were  entertain'd  this  Night  with  the  Yell 
of  a  whole  Family  of  Wolves,  in  which  we  cou'd 
distinguish  the  Ti'eble,  Tenor  and  Bass,  very 
clearly.  These  Beasts  of  Pi'ey  kept  pi'etty  nuH-li 
npon  oui-  Ti-ack,  being  teni|jted  by  the  (iarljage  of 
the  Creatuj'es  we  kilPd  cvcr^  day;  for  which  we 
were  Serenaded  with  their  Shrill  I*ipes  almost 
every  Night.  This  Beast  is  not  so  untamable  as 
the  Panther,  l)ut  the  Indians  know  liow  to  gentle 
theii'  Whelps,  and  use  them  aboid,  their  ca)>ans 
instead  of  Dogs. 

9.  The  Thickets  were  lieieabouts  so  impeneti'a- 
ble,  that  we  were  obliged,  at  lirst  setting  off  this 
Morning,  to  order  foni'  Pioneers  to  clear  the  way 
before  the  Surveyors.  But  aftei-  about  2  Miles  of 
these  rough-woods,  we  had  the  Pleasure  to  meet 
with  Open  Grounds  and  not  very  uneven,  by  the 
hel]j  of  which  we  weie  enabled  to  push  the  Line 
about  (j  Miles. 

The  Baggage  that  lay  Short  of  our  camp  last 
Niglit  came  up  about  Noon,  and  the  Men  made 
heavy  Complaints,  that  they  hail  been  half  Starv'd, 
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like  Tantalus,  in  the  midst  of  plenty,  lor  the  Rea- 
son above  mention'd. 

The  Soil  we  past  over  this  Day  was  generally 
very  good,  being-  cloatliM  wilii  lai-ge  Ti-ees,  of 
Poplai-,  Iliecory,  and  Oak.  lint  another  eertain 
l\)ken  of  its  Fertility  was,  tiiat  wild  Angelica 
grew  plentifully  upon  it. 

The  Hoot  of  this  Plant  being  very  warm  and 
Aromaliek,  is  coveted  by  Wooilsnieu  extremely  as 
a  dry  Diam,  that  is,  when  Kinn,lhat  cordial  IVir  all 
Distresses,  is  wanting. 

Several  Deer  came  into  oni'  View  as  we  marcht 
along,  but  ni>ne  into  the  Pot,  which  made  it  neces- 
sary for  us  lo  su])  on  the  Pi-agments  we  had  been 
so  provident  as  to  carry  along  with  us.  This  being 
but  a  temperate  Kepast,  made  some  of  our  hungry 
Fellows  call  the  Place  we  lodgM  at  that  Night, 
Bi-ead  and  AYatei-  Camp. 

A  gi'eat  Flock  of  Cranes  Hew  over  our  Quarters, 
that  were  exceeding  Clamorous  in  their  Flight. 
They  seem  to  steer  their  Coiu-se  towards  the  South 
(being  Birds  of  Passage)  in  Quest  of  Warmer 
Weather.  They  oidy  took  this  (iountry  in  their 
way,  being  as  rarely  met  with,  in  this  part  of  the 
World,  as  a  Highwayman  or  a  IJeggai'. 

These    Birds    travel    generally   in    Flocks,    and 

when  they  I'oosl  they  place  Sentinels  ujuju  some  oi' 

the   highest  Trees,   which  constantly   stand    upon 

one  leg  to  keep  themselves  waking.' 

1  Nor  are  these  Birds  the  only  whenever    they   go    upon   any 

Animals  that  appoint  Scouts  to  mischievous    Expedition,    such 

keep  the  main  Body  from  being  as    robbing    an   Orchard,   they 

surpriz'd.     For     the     Baboons,  place    centinels    to     look     out 
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Our  Indian  kill'd  nothing'  all  day  Imt  a  Mountain 
Patiidge,  which  a  little  resembled  the  connnou 
Paitiidge  in  the  Plumage,  but  was  near  as  large 
as  a  Dunghill  Hen.  These  are  very  frequent  to- 
wards the  Mountains,  tho'  we  had  the  fortune  to 
meet  with  very  few.  They  are  apt  to  be  Shy,  and 
consequently  the  Noise  of  so  great  a  Number  of 
Peo|)le  might  easily  >Scai"e  them  away  from  our 
Sight. 

We  found  what  we  conceiv'd  to  be  Good  Lime- 
stone in  sevei'al  Places,  and  a  great  Qxumtity  of 
Blue  Slate. 

10.  The  day  began  vei-y  fortunately  by  killing  a 
Fat  Doe,  and  Two  IJiaee  of  wild  Turkeys;  so  the 
Plenty  of  the  Morning  made  amends  for  the  Short 
Commons  over  Night.  One  of  the  new  men  we 
brought  out  with  us  the  last  time  was  unfortu- 
nately heard  to  wish  himself  at  Home,  and  for  that 
Shew  of  Impatience  was  publickly  reprimanded  at 
the  Head  of  the  men,  who  wei'e  all  drawn  up  to 
witness  his  Disgrace. 

lie  was  askt  how  he  came  so  soon  to  be  tired  of 
the  Company  of  so  many  brave  Fellows,  and  whe- 

towards    every    Point   of    the  cured  in  a  few  Minutes  out  of 

OompasB,   and    give    notice  of  Harm's  way.    In  the  mean  time, 

any    danger.       Then    ranking  if  any  of  the  Scouts  should  be 

themselves    in    one   Pile,    that  careless  at  their  Posts  Sz  Suftor 

reaches    from     the    mountains  any  Surprize,  they  are  torn  to 

where    thoy    harbour,    to    the  pieces  without  Mercy.     In  case 

Orchard    they    intend    to    rob,  of  danger  these  centinels  Set  up 

some  of  them   toss  the  Fruits  a  fearful   cry,  upon  which  the 

from   the  Trees   to  those  that  rest  take  the  alarm,  and  Scour 

stand  nearest,  these  throw  them  away  to  the  Mountains  as  fast 

to  the  next,  and  so  from  one  to  as  they  can.     (Original  note. ) 
tother,   til   the   fruit  is  all  se- 
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ther  it  was  the  I)an<^er  or  Fatig-ue  of  the  Journey 
that  ilisheartenVl  IliiiiV  This  publiek  Keproof 
from  thenceforward  put  an  effectual  Stop  to  all 
(•oiHi)laints,  and  not  a  man  amongst  us  after  that 
pretended  so  much  as  to  wish  himself  in  Paradise. 

A  Small  Distance  from  oiu'  Camp  we  crosst  a 
pleasant  Stieam  of  "Water  c'all'd  Coequade  Creek, 
and  something  more  than  a  Mile  from  thence  our 
Line  intersected  the  South  Branch  of  Koanoak 
River  the  Krst  time,  which  we  call'd  the  Dan.  It 
was  ahout  200  Yards  wide  where  we  forded  it,  and 
when  we  came  over  to  the  West  Side,  we  found 
the  Banks  liuM  with  a  Forest  of  Tall  canes,  that 
grew  moi-e  than  a  furlong  in  depth.  So  that  it 
cost  ns  abundance  of  time  and  J^abour  to  cut  a 
I*assage  thro'  them  wide  enough  for  oui-  Baggage. 

In  the  mean  time  we  had  leizme  to  take  a  full 
view  of  this  charming  River.  The  Stream,  which 
was  perfectly  t'l'cai',  ran  down  about  two  Knots,  or 
two  Miles,  an  Hour,  when  the  watei-  was  at  the 
lowest.  The  Bottom  was  cover'd  with  a  coarse 
(rravel,  Spangled  veiy  thick  with  a  Shining  Sub- 
stance, that  almo.st  dazzled  the  eye,  and  the  Sand 
upon  either  Shore  Sparkled  with  the  same  Splendid 
I'articles. 

At  first  Sight,  the  Sun-Beams  giving  a  Yellow 
cast  to  these  Spangles  made  us  fancy  them  to  be 
(Jold-Dust,  and  consequently  that  all  our  Fortunes 
.were  made.  Such  Hopes  as  these  wei'c  the  less 
extravagant,  l)ecause  several  Rivei's  lying  much 
about  the  Same  Latitude  with  this  have  foi-merly 
abounded  with  Fragments  of  that  tempting  Metal. 
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Witness  the  Tagus  in  roitiigal,  the  IIel)er  in 
TInace,  antl  the  Pactoins  in  J^esser  Asia;  Not  to 
mention  the  Eivei's  on  the  Gold  C!oa.st  in  Africa, 
u  liieli  ly  in  a  more  Southern  CHmate. 

Hut  we  soon  found  oni-  Selves  mistaken,  and  our 
(fold  Dust  dwindled  inlo  small  Flakes  of  ising- 
glass.  However,  tlio'  this  did  not  make  the  Rivei' 
so  I'ieh  as  we  con'd  wish,  yet  it  made  it  exceed- 
ingly lieautit'uh 

We  n)archt  about  tAvo  Miles  and  a  hall'  Ijeyond 
lliis  River,  as  i'ai-  as  ('ane  (Jreek,  so  calTd  IVom  a 
JVodigious  Quantity  of  tall  canes  that  I'ringM  the 
Banks  of  it. 

On  the  West  side  of  this  (Jreek  we  markt  out 
oui-  Quarters,  and  wavti  glad  to  find  our  lloi-ses 
fond  of  the  canes,  tho^  they  Scowred  them  smartly 
at  first,  and  discoloi'd  their  Dung.  This  beautiful 
Vegetable  grows  conunonly  from  12  to  1(5  feet 
High,  and  some  of  them  as  thick  as  a  Man's  wrist. 

Tho'  these  appeared  lai'ge  to  us,  yet  they  ai'e  no 
more  than  Spires  of  (irass,  if  compar'd  to  those 
which  some  curious  'rraveller.s  tell  ns  grow  in  the 
East  Indies,  one  Joint  of  Avhicli  will  make  a  Brace 
of  Canoes,  if  saw\l  in  two  in  the  Middle.  Ours 
continue  green  thnV  all  the  Seasons  during  the 
Space  of  Six  Years,  and  the  Seventh  shed  their 
Seed,  witlier  aAvay  and  Die.  The  Spring  following 
they  begin  to  Shoot  again,  and  reach  their  former 
Stature  the  Second  oi-  third  Year  after. 

They  grow  so  thick,  and  their  Roots  lace  to- 
gether so  firmly,  that  they  are  the  best  Guard  that 
can  be  of  the  River-Bank,  which  w(m\l  otherwise 
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be  washt  away  by  the  frequent  Imiiulations  that 
liappen  in  this  [)art  of  the  AVorhl. 

Tliey  wouhl  also  serve  excellently  well  to  plant 
on  the  Holders  of  Fish-Ponds  and  Canals,  to  secure 
theii'  sides  from  fallin*;;  iu;  tho'  I  fear  they  would 
not  grow  kindly  in  a  cold  Country,  ))eing'  seldom 
seen  here  so  Northeily  as  'dH  1  )e<^'rees  of  Latitude. 

11.  At  the  Distance  of  1  Miles  and  (iO  Poles 
fronr  the  Place  where  we  encampt,  we  came  upon 
the  River  Dan  a  Second  time;  tho'  It  was  not  so 
wide  in  this  IMace  as  where  we  crosst  it  liist, 
l)ein<^  iu)t  above  a  J  .TO  yai'ds  ovei-. 

The  West  fShore  continued  to  be  cover'd  with 
the  Canes  above  mention'd,  but  not  to  so  great  a 
Breadth  as  before,  and  'tis  Kemai  kable  that  these 
canes  are  nuich  more  frequent  on  the  West  Side  of 
the  liiver  than  <in  the  iJast,  where  they  grow  gen- 
eially  very  scattering. 

It  was  Still  a  beautiful  Stream,  rolling  down  its 
limpid  and  murmuring  waters  among  the  Kocks, 
which  lay  scattered  here  and  there,  to  make  up  the 
variety  of  the  Prospect. 

It  was  about  two  Miles  fiom  this  liiver  to  the 
TQnd  of  our  Day's  Work,  which  led  us  mostly  over 
liioken  Grounds  and  troublesome  Vrndei'woods. 
Hereabout,  from  one  of  the  Highest  hills,  we  nuule 
the  first  Discovery  of  the  Mountains,  on  the  North- 
west of  our  course.  They  seem'd  to  lye  off  at  a 
vast  Distance,  and  lookt  like  Kanges  of  lilue 
clouds  j-ising  one  above  another. 

AVe  encampt  about  two  Miles  beyond  the  Kiver, 
where  we  made  good  chear  upon  a  very  fat  Buck, 
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that  luckily  fell  in  our  way.  The  Indian  likewise 
Shot  a  Wild  Turkey,  but  eonfest  he  wou'd  not 
bring-  it  us,  lest  we  shou'd  continue  to  provoke  the 
(iuardian  of  the  FoiTest,  by  cooking  the  lieasts  of 
the  Field  and  the  Birds  of  the  Air  together  in  one 
vessel. 

This  Instance  of  Indian  Superstition,  I  confess, 
is  countenanced  in  some  measure  by  the  Le\  itieal 
Law,  which  forbad  the  mixing-  of  things  of  a  Dif- 
ferent Nature  together  in  the  Same  Held,  oi-  in  the 
Same  Garment,  and  why  not  then  in  tlie  same 
Kettle? 

But,  after  all,  if  the  Jumbleing  of  two  Sorts  of 
Flesh  together  be  a  Sin,  how  intolerable  an  Of- 
fence nuist  it  be  to  make  a  Spanish  Ole,  that  is,  a 
Hotchpotch  of  every  kind  of  thing  that  is  eatable? 
And  the  good  People  of  England  wou'd  have  a 
great  deal  to  answer  for,  for  beating  up  so  many 
different  Ingredients  uito  a  Pudding. 

12.  AVe  were  so  ci'uelly  intangled  with  Bushes 
and  Grape- Vines  all  day,  that  we  could  advance 
the  Line  no  farther  than  5  Miles  and  28  Poles. 

The  Vines  grow  very  thick  in  these  Woods, 
Ivvineing  lovingly  round  the  Trees  almost  every 
where,  especially  to  the  Saplings.  This  makes  it 
evident  how  Natural  both  the  Soil  and  Clinuite  of 
this  Country  are  to  Vines,  tho'  I  believe  most  to 
our  own  Vines. 

The  Grapes  we  commonly  met  with  were  black, 
tho'  there  be  two  or  three  kinds  of  AVhite  (Jrapcs 
that  grow  wild.  The  Black  are  very  Sweet,  l)ut 
Snudl,  because  the  Strength  of  the  Vine  spends 
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itself  in  Wood;  tho'  without  Question  a  proper 
Cultiu'e  would  make  the  same  Grapes  both  larger 
and  Sweetei'.  But,  with  all  these  Disadvantages, 
I  have  Drunk  toleral)ly  good  AVine  pi-est  fi'om  them, 
tho'  made  without  Skill.  There  is  then  good  Reason 
to  believe  it  might  Admit  of  gi-eat  Impiujvement,  if 
lightly  managed. 

Our  Indian  kill'd  a  Bear,  of  two  years  old,  that 
was  feasting  on  these  Grapes.  lie  was  very  fat, 
as  they  generally  ai'e  m  that  season  of  the  yeai'. 
In  the  fall,  the  Flesh  of  this  Animal  has  a  high 
Relish,  different  from  that  of  other  Creatures,  th(j' 
inelining  neai-est  to  that  of  Pork,  or  rather  of  AVild 
lioar. 

A  true  AVoodsman  prefers  this  Sort  of  meat  to 
that  of  the  fattest  Venison,  not  only  for  the  Jlanl- 
(joid  but  also  beeause  the  Fat  of  it  is  well  tastetl, 
and  never  rises  in  the  stomach.  Another  proof  of 
the  goodness  of  this  meat  is,  that  it  is  less  apt  to 
corrupt  than  any  other  we  are  acqiniinted  with. 
As  agreeable  as  such  rich  Diet  was  to  the  men,  yet 
we  who  were  not  accnstom'd  to  it,  tasted  it  at  first 
with  some  sort  of  S(|ueamishness,  that  Animal  be- 
ing of  the  Dog-kind  ;  tho'  a  little  Use  soon  recon- 
eil'd  us  to  this  Amei'ican  Venison.  And  that  its 
being  of  the  Dog  kind  might  give  us  the  less  dis- 
gust, we  had  the  Example  of  that  Ancient  and  polite 
I'eople,  the  (Jhinese,  who  reckon  Dog's  Flesh  too 
good  foi'  any  undei'  the  Quality  of  a  mandarin. 

This  Beast  is  in  truth  a  very  clean  Feeder,  living, 
while  the  Season  lasts,  upon  Acorns,  Chesnuts 
and    Chinkapins,    "\Vild-lIony    and    Wild-Grapes. 
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They  are  naturally  not  cai-niverous,  nnless  Jhuif^er 
constrains  them  to  it,  after  the  Mast  is  all  gone, 
and  the  Pi'oducts  of  the  Woods  quite  exhausted. 

They  are  not  provident  enong-h  to  lay  up  any 
lloai'd,  like  the  Squirrels,  nor  can  they,  after  all, 
live  very  long  upon  licking  their  Paws,  as  Sr  fJohii 
Mandevil  and  some  Travellers  tell  us,  but  are  forct 
in  the  Winter  Months  to  (|uit  the  Mountains,  and 
visit  the  Inhabitants. 

Their  Errand  is  then  to  Surprise  a  poor  Hog  at 
a  l*inch  to  keep  them  from  Starving.  And  to  shew^ 
that  they  are  not  Flesh-Bateis  I)y  Ti'ade,  they  de- 
\our  their  Pi-ey  very  awkwardly. 

They  don''t  kill  it  right  out,  and  feast  upon  its 
lilood  and  Entrails,  like  other  I'avenous  Jieasts, 
but  having,  after  a  fair  pursuit,  seiz'd  it  with  their 
I'aws,  they  begin  first  upon  the  Pump,  and  so  de- 
vour one  collop  after  anothei",  till  they  come  to  the 
Yitals,  the  poor  Animal  crying  all  the  while,  for 
several  IVliniites  together.  However,  in  so  doijig, 
liruiu  acts  a  little  imi)i'udently,  because  tlie  dismal 
outcry  of  the  Hog  alarms  the  Neighboiu'hood,  and 
'tis  odds  biit  he  pays  the  forfeit  with  his  Life,  be- 
fore he  can  Secure  his  Retreat. 

But  Bears  soon  grow  weary  of  this  unnatural 
Diet,  and  about  January,  when  there  is  nothing  to 
be  got  iji  the  Woods,  they  I'etire  into  some  cave  oi- 
hollow  Tree,  where  they  Sleep  away  two  or  thi'ee 
Months  very  comfortably.  lint  then  they  (juit  theii- 
Holes  in  March,  when  the  Fish  begin  to  run  up  the 
Pivers,  on  which  they  are  foirt  to  keep  Lent,  till 
some  Fruit  or  Berry  comes  in  Season. 
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But  Bears  are  fondest  of  chesuuts,  which  grow 
plentifully  towards  the  Mountains,  upon  very  hirge 
Trees,  wliere  the  Soil  happens  to  be  lich.  We 
were  curious  to  know  how  it  lia])pen'd  that  many 
of  the  outward  Branches  of  those  Trees  came  to 
Ije  hi'ok  off  in  that  Solitary  Place,  and  were  in- 
foini'il  that  the  Bears  are  so  discreet  as  not  to 
trust  their  unwieldy  Bodies  on  the  Smaller  1/nubs 
of  the  Tree,  that  would  not  bear  their  weight;  but 
after  venturing  as  far  as  is  safe,  which  tht-y  can 
judge  to  an  Inch,  they  bite  off  the  Enil  of  the 
Branch,  which  falling  down,  the}'  aie  content  to 
finisli  their  Repast  upon  the  Groujid.  In  the  same 
Cautious  Manner  they  secure  the  Acorns  that 
grow  on  the  weaker  Lindjs  of  the  Oak.  And 
it  must  be  allow'd  that,  in  these  Instances,  a 
Beai-  carries  Instinct  a  great  way,  and  Acts  more 
reasonably  than  many  of  liis  Bettei-s,  Avho  indis- 
creetly Venture  upon  frail  Projects  that  wont  bear 
them. 

13.  This  being  Sunday,  we  rested  from  our  Fa- 
tigue, and  had  leisui'e  to  reflect  on  the  signal 
Mei'cies  of  Providence. 

The  great  Plenty  of  Meat  wherewith  Bearskin 
fui-nisht  us  in  these  lonely  Woods  made  us  once 
more  Shorten  the  men's  allowance  of  Bread,  from 
5  to  4  I'ounds  of  bisket  a  week.  This  was  the 
more  necessaiy,  because  we  knew  not  yet  liow  long 
our  Business  might  require  us  to  be  out. 

In  the  Afternoon  our  Hunters  went  forth,  and 
return'd  triumphantly  Avith  three  brace  of  wild 
Turkeys.     They  told  us  they  cou'd  see  the  Moun- 
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tains  distinctly  from  every  Eminence,  tlio'  the  At- 
niospliei'e  was  so  thic-k  witli  iSiiioak  that  tliey 
appear'd  at  a  greater  Distance  than  tliey  ivally 
were. 

In  the  Evening  we  examin'd  onr  Fi-iend  Bear- 
skin, concerning  the  Keligion  of  his  Conntry,  and 
he  explain'd  it  to  lis,  withont  any  of  tliat  Resei-ve 
to  which  his  Nation  is  >Snl)jeet. 

He  told  ns  he  believ'd  thei'c  was  one  Snprenie 
God,  who  had  Several  Subaltern  Deities  under 
Ilim.  And  that  this  Master-God  made  the  Woild 
a  long  time  ago.  That  he  told  the  Sun,  the  INloon, 
antl  Stars,  their  Business  in  the  Beginning,  wiiich 
they,  with  good  looking  after,  have  faithfully  \>t.-v- 
form'd  ever  Since. 

That  the  same  Power  that  made  all  things  at 
first  has  taken  care  to  keep  them  in  the  same 
Method  antl  Motion  ever  since. 

lie  believ'M  Ciod  had  form'd  many  Worlds  be- 
fore he  form'd  this,  but  that  those  Worlds  either 
grew  old  and  ruinous,  or  were  destroyed  for  the 
Dishonesty  of  the  Inhabitants. 

That  God  is  very  just  and  very  good  —  evei- 
well  pleas'd  with  those  men  who  possess  those 
God-like  Qualities.  That  he  takes  good  People 
into  his  safe  Pi'otection,  makes  them  very  I'ich,  Mils 
their  Bellies  plentifully,  preserves  them  from  sick- 
ness, and  from  being  surpriz'd  or  Overcome  by 
their  Enemies. 

But  all  such  as  tell  Lies,  and  Gheat  those  they 
have  Dealings  with,  he  never  fails  to  punish  with 
Sickness,  Poveity  and  Hunger,  and,  after  all  that. 


172S,  Oct.]  THE   DIVIDING    LINE  141 

Suffers  them  to  he  kiioekt  on  the  Head  aiul  scalpt 
hy  tliose  that  fight  against  them. 

He  heliev'd  that  after  l^eatli  both  good  and  bad 
People  are  conducted  by  a  strong  Guard  into  a 
great  Koad,  in  which  departed  Souls  tiavei  to- 
gether for  some  time,  till  at  a  certain  Distance  this 
Koad  folks  into  two  Paths,  the  one  extremely 
Levil,  and  the  other  Stony  and  Mountainous. 

Here  tlie  good  are  parted  from  the  Bad  by  a 
Hash  of  Lightening,  the  first  being  hurry'd  away 
to  the  Right,  the  other  to  the  Left.  The  Kight 
hand  Koad  leads  to  a  chai-niing  warm  Country, 
where  the  Spring  is  everlasting,  and  every  Month 
is  May;  and  as  the  year  is  always  in  its  Youth,  so 
are  the  People,  and  particularly  the  Women  are 
bi-ight  as  Stars,  and  never  Scold. 

That  in  this  happy  Climate  there  ai'e  Deer,  Tur- 
keys, Elks,  and  Buffaloes  innumeralde,  perpetiuilly 
fat  and  gentle,  while  the  Ti-ees  ai-e  loaded  with 
delicious  Fruit  qxiite  throughout  the  four  Seasons. 

That  the  Soil  bi-ings  forth  Coi-n  Spontaneously, 
without  the  Curse  of  Labour,  and  so  veiy  whole- 
some, that  None  who  have  the  happiness  to  eat  of 
it  are  ever  Sick,  grow  old,  or  dy. 

Near  the  Entrance  into  this  lilessed  Land  Sits 
a  Venerable  Old  Man  on  a  Mat  lichly  woven,  who 
examins  Sti'ictly  all  that  are  brought  befoi-e  Him, 
and  if  they  have  behav'd  well,  the  (iuaids  are 
order'd  to  open  the  Crystal  Gate,  and  let  them 
enter  into  the  Land  of  Delights. 

The  left  Hand  Path  is  very  I'ugged  and  uneaven, 
leading  to  a  dark  and  barren  Countiy,  wheie  it  is 
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always  Winter.  The  CJrouiul  is  the  wliole  year 
round  cover'd  with  Snow,  and  nothing  is  to  be  seen 
upon  tlie  Trees  but  Icicles. 

All  the  People  are  hung-ry,  yet  have  not  a  ISIor- 
sel  of  any  thing  to  eat,  except  a  bitter  kind  of 
Potato,  that  gives  them  the  l)ry-(}ripes,  and  iills 
their  whole  IJody  with  loathsome  Ulcers,  that 
Stink,  and  are  insuppoitably  painfull. 

Here  all  the  AVomen  are  oUl  and  ugly,  having 
Claws  like  a  l*anthei',  with  which  they  Hy  upon  the 
Men  that  Slight  their  I'assion.  For  it  seems  these 
haggard  okl  Pui-ies  are  intolerably  fond,  and  ex- 
pect a  vast  deal  of  Chei'ishing.  They  talk  much 
and  exceedingly  Shiill,  giving  exquisite  Pain  to 
the  Drum  of  the  Ear,  which  in  that  I'lace  of  the 
Torment  is  so  tendei-,  that  every  Shaip  Note 
wounds  it  to  the  Quick. 

At  the  End  of  this  I'ath  sits  a  dreadful  old 
Wouuui  on  a  monstrous  Toad-Stool,  whose  head  is 
coverM  with  Rattle-Snakes  instead  of  Ti'esses, 
with  glai-ing  white  Eyes,  that  sti-ike  a  Terror  lui- 
speakable  into  all  that  behold  her. 

This  llag  pronounces  Sentence  of  Woe  upon 
all  the  miserable  AVretches  that  hold  up  their 
hands  at  her  Tribunal.  After  this  they  are  de- 
liver'd  over  to  huge  Tarkey-lkizzards,  like  harpy  s, 
that  fly  away  with  them  to  the  Place  above  men- 
tioned. 

Here,  after  they  have  been  tormented  a  certain 
Nund^er  of  years,  according  to  theii-  several  De- 
grees of  Guilt,  they  ai-e  again  driven  back  into 
this  Worlil,  to  try  if  they  will  mend  their  Manners, 
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and  merit  a  place  the  next  time  in  the  Regions  of 
Bliss. 

This  was  the  Substance  of  Bearskin's  Religion, 
and  was  as  much  to  the  purpose  as  cou'd  be  ex- 
pected from  a  meer  iState  of  Nature,  without  one 
Glimpse  of  Revelation  or  Philosophy. 

It  coutain'd,  however,  the  three  Great  Articles 
of  Natural  Religion:  The  Belief  of  a  God;  The 
Moral  Distinction  betwixt  Good  and  Evil;  and  the 
Expectation  of  Rewards  and  l*unishiiieiils  in  An- 
other World. 

Indeed,  the  Indian  Notion  of  a  Fiitui'e  Happi- 
ness is  a  little  Gross  and  Sensual,  like  Mahomet's 
Paradise.  But  how  can  it  be  otherwise,  in  a  l*eo- 
ple  that  are  contented  with  Natui-e  as  they  lind 
Her,  and  have  no  other  Lights  but  wViat  they  le- 
ceive  fi-om  purblind  Tradition? 

1-A.  There  having  been  great  Signs  of  Rain  yes- 
terday Evening,  we  had  taken  our  Precautions  in 
Securing  the  Bread,  and  trenching  in  our  Tent. 

The  men  had  also  Stretcht  their  Blankets  upon 
Poles,  Penthouse  fashion,  against  the  Weather,  so 
that  nobody  was  taken  unpi'eparM. 

It  began  to  fall  heavily  about  thiee  a'clock  in 
the  Morning,  and  held  not  up  till  ueai-  Noon. 
Everything  was  so  thoroughly  Soakt,  that  we  laid 
aside  all  thoughts  of  decamping  that  Day. 

This  gave  leizure  to  the  most  expert  of  our  Gun- 
ners to  go  aud  try  their  Fortunes,  and  they  suc- 
ceeded so  well,  that  tiiey  retui'n'd  al)0ut  Noon  with 
three  fat  Deer,  and  4  wild  Turkeys.  Thus  Provi- 
dence took  care  of  us,  and  however  short  the  Men 
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might  be  in  theii-  Bread,  'tis  certain  they  had  Meat 
at  t'nll  Allowance. 

The  Cookery  went  on  Merrily  all  Night  long, 
to  keep  the  Damps  from  entering  our  Poi-es;  and 
in  truth  the  Impressions  of  the  Air  are  much  moic 
powerful!  upon  empty  Stomachs. 

In  such  a  Glut  of  Provisions,  a  true  Woodsman, 
when  he  has  nothing  else  to  do,  like  our  honest 
countrymen  the  Indians,  keeps  eating  on,  to  avoid 
the  imputation  of  Idleness;  Though,  in  a  Scarcity, 
the  Indian  will  fast  with  a  much  better  Grace  than 
they.  They  can  Subsist  Several  days  upon  a  little 
Kockahominy,  which  is  parcht  Indian  Corn  reduc'd 
to  powder.  This  they  moisten  in  the  holU)w  of 
their  Hands  with  a  little  water,  and  'tis  hardly  creil- 
ible  how  snnill  a  Quantity  of  it  will  Support  them. 
Tis  tiue  they  grow  a  little  lank  upon  it,  but  to  make 
themselves  feel  full,  they  gii-d  up  their  Loins  very 
tight  with  a  Belt,  taking  up  a  Hole  eveiy  day. 
With  this  Slender  Subsistence  they  are  able  to 
travel  very  long  Journeys;  but  then,  to  make 
themselves  Ajnends,  when  they  do  meet  with  bet- 
tei-  Chear,  they  eat  without  ceasing,  till  they  lune 
i-aven'd  themselves  into  another  Famine. 

This  was  the  first  time  we  had  ever  been  de- 
tain'd  a  whole  day  in  our  camp  by  the  Kain,  and 
therefore  had  Reason  to  beai-  it  with  the  moie 
patience. 

As  I  sat  in  the  Tent  I  overheard  a  learn'd  con- 
versation between  one  of  our  men  and  the  Indian. 
He  ask't  the  Englishman  what  it  was  that  made 
that  i'nnd)linii:  noise  when  it  thundei-'d? 
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The  man  told  him  merrily,  that  tlie  God  of  the 
English  was  iiring  his  great  Guns  upon  the  God 
of  the  Indians,  whieh  made  all  the  roarin<^  in  the 
clouds,  and  that  the  Lightening  was  only  the  Flash 
of  those  Guns. 

The  Indian  carrying  on  the  I  lumoui'  reply'd  veiy 
gravely,  He  helieved  that  might  be  the  case  in- 
deed, and  that  the  Rain  whicli  follow'd  upon  the 
Thunder  nuist  be  oecasion'd  by  the  Indian  God's 
being  so  scar'd  he  could  not  hold  his  AVatei'. 

The  few  good  Husbands  amongst  us  took  some 
thought  of  their  Backs  as  well  as  their  Bellies,  and 
made  use  of  this  Opportunity  to  put  theii-  Habili- 
ments in  repair,  whieh  had  Suffer'd  wofully  by  the 
Hushes. 

The  Horses  got  some  rest  by  reason  of  the  bad 
weathei-,but  very  little  Food,  the  chief  of  their  For- 
age being  a  little  wild  Kosemary,  which  resembles 
the  Garden  Rosemary  pretty  much  in  Figure,  but  not 
at  all  in  taste  or  smell.  This  Plant  grows  in  small 
Tufts  here  and  there  on  the  Barren  Land  in  these 
upper  Parts,  and  the  Horses  liked  it  well,  but  the 
misfortune  was,  they  cou'd  not  get  enough  of  it 
to  fill  their  Bellies. 

15.  After  the  Clouds  l)rake  away  in  the  ISIorning, 
the  People  dryed  their  Blankets  with  all  diligence. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  Noon  before  we  were  in  con- 
dition to  move  forward,  and  then  were  so  puzzled 
with  passing  the  river  twice  in  a  Small  Distance, 
that  we  could  advance  the  Line  in  all  no  faither 
than  One  Single  Mile  and  300  Poles. 

The  first  time  we  past  the  Dan  this  day  was  240 
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Poles  from  the  Place  where  we  lay,  and  the  Second 
time  was  one  Mile  and  Seven  I*oles  beyond  that. 
This  was  now  the  fourth  time  we  forded  that  line 
River,  which  still  tended  westei'ly,  with  many  Sliort 
and  returning  Keaches. 

The  Surveyors  had  nmch  Dillieulty  in  gettin<^- 
over  the  River,  finding  it  deeper  than  formeily. 
The  Bi-eadth  of  it  here  did  not  exceed  lifty  Yards. 
The  BaidvS  were  about  20  feet  high  fr<jm  the  Wa- 
ter, and  beautifully  beset  with  canes. 

Our  Baggage  Horses  crost  not  the  Rivei-  here 
at  all,  but,  fetching  a  compass,  went  round  tlie 
Bent  of  it.  On  our  Way  we  forded  Sable-CJi'eek, 
so  cail'd  fi'om  the  Dark  Colour  of  the  Water,  which 
happen'd,  I  suppose,  by  its  being  Shaded  on  botli 
Sides  with  canes. 

In  the  Evening  we  quarter'd  in  a  Charming 
Situation  near  the  angle  of  the  River,  from  whence 
our  Eyes  weie  carried  down  both  Reaches,  which 
kejit  a  Straight  Course  for  a  great  way  together. 

This  Prospect  was  so  beautiful,  that  we  were 
perpetually  climbing  up  to  a  Neighbouring  emi- 
nence, that  we  might  enjoy  it  in  more  Perfection. 

Now  the  Weather  grew  cool,  the  Wild  Geese 
began  to  direct  theii'  Flight  this  way  fi-om  Hud- 
son's Bay,  and  the  Lakes  that  lay  North-west 
of  us. 

They  are  very  lean  at  their  first  coming,  but  fat- 
ten soon  upon  a  Sort  of  Grass  that  grows  on  the 
Shores  and  Rocks  of  this  River. 

The  Indians  call  this  Fowl  Cohunks,  fiom  the 
hoai'se  Note  it  has,  and  begin  the  year  from  the 
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Coniiii<>'  ol'tlie  Cohuiiks,  which  happens  in  the  Be- 
ginnin<^  of  October. 

Tliese  Wild  Ueese  are  guarded  from  cold  by  a 
Down,  that  is  exquisitely  soft  and  fine,  which 
makes  them  tnnch  more  valuable  for  their  Fea- 
tliers  than  foi'  their  Flesh,  which  is  chuk  and 
coarse. 

The  Men  chast  a  Bear  into  the  River  that  got 
safe  over,  notwithstanding  the  continual  (ire  from 
the  Shoi'e  upon  llim.  lie  Seem'd  to  Swim  but 
heavily,  considering  it  was  for  his  Life. 

AVhere  the  Water  is  Shallow,  'tis  no  Uncommon 
thing  to  see  a  Bear  sitting,  in  the  Summer  time, 
on  a  heap  of  Gravel  in  the  Middle  of  the  J-iivei', 
not  only  to  cool  liimself,  but  likewise  for  the  Ad- 
vantage of  Fishing,  j)aiticiihu'ly  for  a  small  Shell- 
fish, that  is  brought  down  with  the  Stream. 

In  the  upper  part  of  James  liiver  i  have  ob- 
served this  Several  times,  and  wonder'd  very 
nnich,  at  first,  how  so  many  heaps  of  small  Stones 
came  to  be  piled  up  in  the  Water,  till  at  last  we 
spy'd  a  Bear  Sitting  u[)on  one  of  them,  looking 
witli  great  attention  on  the  Stream,  and  I'akeing  up 
Something  with  his  I'aw,  which  I  take  to  be  the 
Shell-lish  above  mention'd. 

I().  it  was  'l^en  a'clock  this  Morning  before  the 
lloi'ses  cou'd  be  found,  having  hidden  themselves 
among  the  canes,  whereof  there  was  great  i)!enty 
just  at  hand.  Not  far  from  oiu'  camp  we  went  <jver 
a  Brook,  whose  Banks  were  edg'd  on  both  Siiles 
with  these  canes.  Hut  three  Miles  further  we 
forded  a  larger  Stream,  which  we  call'd  Low  Land 
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Creek,   by  reason  of  the  great  Breadth  of    Low 
CTrouiulb  inclos'd  between  that  anil  tlie  River. 

Tlie  liigh  Land  we  travelled  over  was  very  good, 
and  the  low  Grounds  promis'd  the  greatest  Fertil- 
ity of  any  I  had  ever  seen. 

At  the  End  of  4  Miles  and  311  Poles  from  whei'e 
we  lay,  the  Line  intersected  the  Dan  the  fifth  time. 
AVe  had  day  enough  to  carry  it  farther,  l)ut  the 
Siu-veyors  cou'd  find  no  Safe  ford  over  the  Ki\ei'. 

This  obhged  us  to  ride  two  Miles  up  the  River 
in  quest  of  a  Ford,  and  by  the  way  we  traverst 
Several  Small  Indian  Fields,  where  we  conjee- 
tui'd  the  SAAV^RO'S  had  been  used  to  plant  Corn, 
tlie  Town  where  they  had  liv'd  lying  SeAen  or 
l<]iglit  Miles  more  Southerly,  upon  the  Eastern 
Side  of  the  River. 

These  Indian  Fields  produc'd  a  Sweet  kind  of 
Grass,  Almost  knee-high,  which  was  excellent 
Forage  for  the  Horses. 

It  nuist  be  observ'd,  by  the  way,  that  Indian 
Towns,  like  Religious  Houses,  are  i-emarkabler 
for  a  fruitful  Situation;  for  being  by  Nature  not 
vei'y  Industrious,  they  choose  such  a  Situation  as 
will  Subsist  them  with  the  least  Labour. 

The  Trees  grew  Surprisingly  large  in  this  low- 
Ground,  and  amongst  the  rest  we  observ'd  a  tall 
kind  of  hiccory,  peculiar  to  the  Upper  Parts  of  the 
C'ountry.  It  is  cover'd  with  a  very  lough  Bark, 
and  pioduces  a  Nut  with  a  thick  Shell  that  is 
easily  broken.  The  Kernel  is  not  so  rank  as  that 
of  the  Common  Hiccory,  but  altogether  as  oily. 

And  now  I  am  upon  the  Subject  of  these  Nuts, 
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it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  tliat  a  very 
g-reat  benefit  might  l)e  made  of  Nnt-Oyl  in  this 
Colony.  The  Wahiuts,  the  lliccory-Nnts,  and 
Pig-nnts,  contain  a  vast  deal  of  Oyl,  that  might 
be  pressM  out  in  great  almndanee  with  proper 
Machines. 

The  Trees  grow  very  kindly,  and  may  Ite  easily 
propagated.  They  bear  j)lenty  of  Nuts  every 
year,  that  are  now  of  no  other  use  in  the  AVorld 
but  to  feed  llogs.  'Tis  cei'tain  there  is  a  lai'ge 
( 'Onsnmption  of  tliis  Oyl  in  Several  of  our  Manu- 
factui'es,  and  in  some  parts  of  France,  as  well  as 
in  other  Countries,  it  is  eaten  instead  of  Oyl-Olive, 
being  tolei'ably  Sweet  and  wholesome. 

The  Jiidian  kill'd  a  fat  Buck,  and  the  men 
brought  in  four  Bears  and  a  lii-aee  of  wild  Tur- 
keys, so  that  this  was  truly  a  l^and  (jf  J'lenty,  both 
for  man  and  Beast. 

17.  We  detacht  a  Paity  this  morning  early  in 
Search  of  a  Ford,  who  after  all  cou'd  (ind  None 
that  was  safe;  tho'  dangei'ous  as  it  was,  we  de- 
termiiiM  to  nuike  use  of  it,  to  avoid  all  further  de- 
lay. Accoi'dingly  we  i-ode  over  a  Nai-i-ow  Ledge 
oF  Rocks,  Some  of  which  lay  below  the  Surface 
of  the  AVater,  and  some  above  it. 

Those  that  lay  under  the  Water  were  as  Slip- 
pery as  Ice;  and  the  Current  glided  over  them  so 
swiftly,  that  tho'  it  was  only  Watei-,  it  made  us 
peifectly  drunk.  Yet  we  wei-e  all  so  fortunate  as 
to  get  safe  over  to  the  West  Shore,  with  no  other 
Damage  than  the  Sopping  some  of  our  Bread  by 
the  ilounceing  of  the  Horses. 
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The  tedious  time  Spent  in  Hnding  out  this  Ford, 
and  in  getting  all  the  Horses  over  it,  prevented  our 
carrying  the  Line  more  than  2  Miles  and  250  Poles. 

This  was  the  last  time  we  crost  the  Dan  with  our 
Line,  which  now  Ijegan  to  run  away  more  South- 
erly, with  a  very  ilush  and  plentiful  Stream,  the 
Description  whereof  must  be  left  to  future  Dis- 
coveries, tho'  we  are  well  assured  l)y  the  Indians 
that  it  runs  thro'  the  Mountains. 

We  conducted  the  Baggage  a  round  al)out  way 
for  the  Henelit  of  evener  Grounds,  and  this  carry'd 
us  over  a  bioad  Levil  of  exceeding  rich  Land,  fidl 
of  large  Trees,  with  Vines  marry'd  to  them,  if  I 
may  be  allow'd  to  speak  so  Poetically. 

We  untreeil  a  young  Cub  in  our  March,  that 
made  a  brave  Stand  against  one  of  the  best  of  our 
Dogs.  This  and  a  Fawn  were  all  the  Game  that 
came  in  our  way. 

Tn  this  day's  Journey,  as  in  many  others  befoi'e, 
we  saw  beautiful  Marble  of  Several  Colours,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  Purple  kind  with  white 
Streaks,  and  in  some  [jlaces  we  came  across  large 
[)ieces  of  pure  Alabaster. 

AVe  markt  out  our  Quarters  on  the  Banks  of  a 
purling  Stream,  which  we  call'd  Casquade  Creek, 
by  reason  of  the  Midtitude  of  Water-Falls  that 
are  in  it.  But,  different  from  all  other  Falls  that 
ever  I  met  with,  the  Kocks  over  which  the  water 
roll'd  were  Soft,  and  would  Split  easily  into  broad 
Flakes,  very  proper  for  Pavement;  and  some  Frag- 
ments of  it  seem'd  soft  enough  for  Hones,  and  the 
Grain  hue  enousrh. 
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Near  our  Ciimp  we  found  a  prickly  81u-ub,  rise- 
iug  about  a  foot  from  the  Ground,  soniethin<^  like 
that  Avliich  hears  the  liai'hei'iy,  tho'  nuieh  Smaller. 
The  Leaves  had  a  fresh,  agreeable  Smell,  and  I 
am  peiswaded  the  Ladies  would  be  apt  to  fancy 
a  Tea  matle  of  them,  pi-ovided  they  weie  told  how 
far  it  came,  and  at  the  Same  time  wei'e  obliged  to 
buy  it  very  deai-. 

About  a  Mile  to  the  South-AVest  of  our  Camp 
rose  a  regnlar  Mount,  that  eonnnaiuled  a  full  Pros- 
pect of  the  Mountains,  and  an  Extensive  View  of 
the  Flat  Country.  IJut  being,  with  resi)ect  to  the 
high  Mountains,  no  more  than  a  l*imi)le,  we  eall'd 
it  by  that  Name. 

Presently  after  Sunset  Ave  discovered  a  great 
Ijight  towards  the  West,  too  bright  foi-  a  tire,  and 
more  resenddiug  the  Aurora  Borealis.  This,  all 
our  Woodsmen  told  us,  was  a  Conunou  Ai)pear- 
auce  in  the  High  Lands,  and  genei'ally  foiebodeil 
bad  AVeather.  Their  Explanation  happen'd  to  be 
exactly  true,  for  in  the  Night  we  had  a  Violent 
(lale  of  AVind,  accompany'd  with  Smart  Hail,  that 
I'attled  frightfully  amongst  the  "i'l-ees,  tho'  it  was 
not  large  enough  to  do  us  any  Ilaiin. 

1 18  |.  AVe  crost  Casquade  Creek  over  a  l^edge  of 
Smooth  Ivocks,  and  then  Scidtled  thro'  a  mighty 
Thicket,  at  least  three  Miles  long.  The  whole 
was  one  continued  Tract  of  rich  high  Land,  the 
woods  whereof  had  been  burnt  not  long  before. 
It  was  then  overgrown  with  Saplings  of  Oak, 
Iliccory  and  Locust,  interlac'cl  with  Grape  Vines. 
Tn  this  fine  Land,  however,  we  met  with  no  Water, 
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till  at  the  End  of  three  Miles  we  luckily  eanie  upon 
a  Chiystal  Stream,  which,  like  some  Lovers  of 
Conversation,  discover'd  every  thing  committed  to 
its  faithless  IJosom. 

Then  we  came  upon  a  piece  of  llich  Low 
Clround,  covered  with  large  Trees,  of  the  extent 
of  half  a  Mile,  Avhich  made  us  fancy  oui'selves  not 
far  from  the  Kiver;  tho'  after  that  we  ascended 
gently  to  higher  Land,  with  no  other  Trees  grow- 
ing upon  it  except  Butter-wood,  which  is  one 
Species  of  White  Maple. 

This  being  a  dead  Levil,  without  tlie  least  De- 
clivity to  carry  off  the  Water,  was  moist  in  many 
I'laces,  and  prodiic'd  abundance  of  Grass.  All 
our  AVoodsmen  call  these  Hat  (Irounds  Iligh-Land- 
I'oiids,  and  in  their  Trading  Joui'neys  are  glad  to 
halt  at  such  Places  for  Several  days  together,  to 
I'ecruit  their  Jaded  Horses,  especially  in  the  AYiu- 
ter  Months,  when  there  is  little  or  no  Grass  to  be 
found  in  other  Places. 

This  lligh-Land-Pond  extended  above  two 
Miles,  our  Palfrey's  Snatching  greedily  at  the 
Tufts  of  Grass,  as  they  went  along.  After  we 
got  over  this  Level,  we  descended  some  Stony 
Hills  for  about  half  a  Mile,  and  then  came  upon  a 
large  Hranch  of  the  Itiver,  which  we  christeii'd  the 
Irvin,  in  lionour  of  our  learned  Prf)fessor.  This 
Kiver  we  forded  with  nuich  DiHiculty  and  some 
Dangei-,  by  reason  of  the  Hollow-Spaces  betwixt 
the  liocks,  into  which  our  Horses  plunged  almost 
every  Step. 

The  Irvin  runs  into  the  l^an  about  four  Miles  to 
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the  Southvvai'd  of  the  Line,  and  seeni'd  to  roll  down 
its  Waters  tVoui  the  N.  N.  W.  in  u  very  full  and 
Limpid  stream,  and  the  INIunnui'  it  made,  in 
tumbling-  over  the  Kocks,  eans'd  the  Situation  to 
a[)|)eai-  vei'y  Romanlick,  and  had  almost  made 
some  of  the  Company  Poetical,  tlio'  they  drank 
nothing'  hut  Water. 

^Ve  eneampt  on  a  pleasant  Hill,  overlooking  the 
Kiver,  which  seeni'd  to  be  deep  every  whei'e  ex- 
cept just  Avhere  we  forded.  In  the  mean  time, 
neither  the  Chain  of  Rocks,  nor  any  other  that  we 
coii'd  observe  in  this  Sti'eam,  was  so  uninterrupted, 
but  that  there  were  Several  Breaks  where  a  (  'anf)e, 
or  even  a  Moderate  Flat-bottom'd  IJoat,  might 
(Sheai-  clear.  Nor  have  we  reason  to  believe  there 
are  any  other  Falls  (except  the  great  ones,  thirty 
INIiles  below  Moniseep-lA)rd)  that  I'each  quite 
across,  so  as  to  interrupt  the  Navigation  for  Small 
Craft.  And  I  have  been  infornrd  that,  even  al 
those  Great  Falls,  the  Blowing  up  a  few  Rocks 
wou'd  ojien  a  Passage  at  least  for  canoes,  which 
certainly  wou'd  be  an  unsiieakable  Convenience 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  all  that  beautiful  Part  of  the 
Ctnintry. 

The  Indian  kill'd  a  "very  fat  Doe,  and  came 
across  a  Hear,  which  had  been  put  to  Death  and 
was  half  devour'd  by  a  Panthei'.  The  last  of  these 
Brutes  reigns  absolute  Monarch  of  the  Woods, 
and  in  the  keenness  of  his  hunger  will  venture  to 
attack  a  Bear;  tho'  then  'tis  evei'  by  suri)rize,  as  all 
Beasts  of  the  cat  kind  use  to  come  upon  their 
Prey. 


154  COLONEL   WILLIAJI    BYRD  [1728,  Oct. 

Their  Play  is  to  take  the  poor  Bears  napping-, 
they  being  very  drowsy  Animals,  and  tho'  tliey  l)e 
exceedingly  Strong,  yet  their  Strength  is  iieavy, 
while  the  Panthers  are  too  Nind)le  and  ciiiniing  to 
trust  themselves  within  their  Ilugg. 

As  formidable  as  this  Beast  is  to  his  l*\llow 
Brutes,  he  never  has  the  confidence  to  \eiitnre 
upon  a  Man,  but  retii-es  from  him  with  great 
respect,  if  thei-e  be  a  way  open  for  his  Escape. 
However,  it  must  be  coni'esst,  his  Yoice  is  a  little 
contemptible  for  a  Monaj-ch  of  the  Forrest,  being 
not  a  great  deal  louder  nor  more  awful  than  the 
Mewing  of  a  llousehohl  Cat.' 

In  South  Carolina  they  call  this  Beast  a  Tyger, 
tho'  impropei-ly,  and  so  tliey  do  in  some  paits  of 
the  Spanish  West  Indies.  Some  of  theii'  Authors, 
a  little  more  properly,  complement  it  with  the 
Name  of  a  Leopard.  But  nojie  of  these  are  tlie 
Gi'owth  of  Ameiica,  that  we  know  of. 

The  whole  Distance  the  Sui'veyors  advanc'd  the 
Line  this  day  amounted  to  (i  Miles  and  oO  Poles, 
which  was  no  small  Journey,  considering  tlie 
(ii-ounds  we  had  traverst  were  exceedingl}^  rough 
and  uneven,  and  in  many  Places  intolei'ably  en- 
tangled with  Bushes.     All  the  Hills  we  ascended 

1  Some    Authors,    who    have  Southern     Parts     of     America 

given  an  Account  of  the  South-  iieing  join'd  by  tlie  Isthnuis  of 

eru     Continent     of     America,  Darien,  if  there  were  Lyuna  in 

wou'd  make  tlie  World  believe  either    they   would    lind    their 

there  are  Lyons  ;  but  in  all  like-  way  into   the   other,   the   Lati- 

lihood  they  were  mistaken,  iin-  tudes    of    each    being    ec(ually 

aginiiig  these   Panthers   to    be  proper  for  that  generous  animal. 

Lyons.     What  makes  this  prob-  (Original  note. ) 
able  is,  that  the  Northern  and 
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wei'e  encnml)erM  with  Stones,  many  of  which 
seeni'd  to  contain  a  Metallick  Sul)staiice,  aiul  the 
Yallies  we  crost  Avere  inten'ui)te(l  with  Miry 
Blanches.  From  tlie  Top  ol'  every  ITill  we  coii'd 
diseeni  disthictly,  at  a  great  Distance  to  Uie 
Northward,  tlii'ee  or  I'oui-  Ledges  of  ISrountaiiis, 
rising  one  above  another;  and  on  tlie  iiigliest  of 
all  lose  a  Single  ]\lonntain,  very  much  reseniMing 
a  Woman's  Urcast. 

19.  About  four  Miles  beyond  the  River  Ti'A'in,  we 
forded  Matrimony  Creek,  call'd  so  liy  an  unf(ji'tii- 
nate  marry'd  man,  l)ecause  it  was  exceeding^'ly 
noisy  and  impetuous.  However,  tho'  the  Stream 
was  Chimoious,  yet,  like  those  Women  who  make 
themselves  plainest  heard,  it  was  likewise  pei'fectly 
clear  ami  unsuUy'd. 

Still  half  a  Mile  further  we  saw  a  Small  Moun- 
tain, about  live  IMiles  to  the  North-west  of  us,  which 
we  call'd  the  Wart,  because  it  appeared  no  bigger 
than  a  Wart,  in  Comparison  of  the  great  Moun- 
tains which  hid  their  haughty  Heads  in  the  (Mouds. 

We  were  not  able  to  extend  the  Line  farther 
than  5  Miles  and  J35  Poles,  notwithstanding  we 
began  our  March  Early  in  the  Morning,  and  did 
not  encamp  till  it  was  almost  dark. 

We  made  it  the  later  by  endttavouring  to  Quar- 
ter in  some  convenient  Situation,  either  for  (Jrass 
or  Canes.  But  Night  Surprising  us,  we  were 
oblig'd  to  liodge  at  last  upon  High  and  uneven 
Ground,  which  was  so  overgrown  with  Shrubs 
and  Saplings,  that  we  cou'd  hardly  see  ten  yards 
around  us. 


15«  COLONEL   AVILLIAM    BYRD        [1728,  Oct. 

The  most  melancholy  part  of  the  Story  was,  that 
our  Hoi'ses  had  Short  Coiumons.  The  poor  Crea- 
tiii'es  were  now  grown  so  weak  that  they  Stagger'd 
when  we  luounteil  them.  Nor  wouM  our  own  Fare 
have  heeu  at  all  more  plentiful,  had  we  not  heen  so 
l)rovident  as  to  carry  a  Load  of  Meat  along-  with 
us.  Indeed,  the  Woods  were  too  thick  to  shew  us 
any  sort  of  Game  l)ut  one  Wild  Turkey,  which 
help'd  to  enrich  our  Soup. 

To  make  us  amends,  we  found  abundance  of  vej'y 
Sweet  (iiapes,  which,  with  the  help  of  iircad, 
might  have  fuvnish'd  out  a  good  Italian  Jlepast,  in 
the  Absence  of  more  Savoury  Food. 

The  men's  Mouths  water'd  at  the  Sight  of  a  Pro- 
digi<ms  Flight  of  AVild  Pigeons,  which  Hew  high 
ovei-  our  Heads  to  the  Southward. 

The  Flocks  of  these  Birds  of  Passage  aie  so 
amazingly  gi'eat.  Sometimes,  that  they  darken  the 
Sky;  nor  is  it  uncommon  foi-  them  to  light  in  sucli 
Nund)ers  on  the  Larger  Lindjs  of  Mulberry-Trees 
and  Oaks  as  to  break  them  down. 

In  their  Travels  they  nuike  vast  Ilavock  among 
the  Acorns  and  Beri-ies  of  all  Sorts,  that  they  wast 
whole  Forrests  in  a  short  time,  and  leave  a  Famine 
behind  them  for  most  other  Creatures;  and  under 
Some  Trees  where  they  light,  it  is  no  Strange  thing 
to  find  the  ground  cover'd  thi'ee  Inches  thick  with 
their  Dung.  These  Wild  Pigeons  connnoidy  breed 
in  the  uninhal)itated  parts  of  Canada,  and  as  the 
Cold  approaches  assemble  their  Armies  and  bend 
their  Course  Southerly,  Shifting  their  Quarters,  like 
many  of  the   Winged   kind,  according  to  the  Sea- 
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son.  But  the  most  reniaikable  thin<!^  in  their 
Plif^ht,  as  we  are  told,  is  that  they  never  have 
been  observ'd  to  return  to  the  Northern  Oountiies 
the  same  way  they  eame  i'roin  thence,  but  take 
(juite  another  Rout,  T  suppose  for  theii'  l)etter 
Subsistence. 

In  these  long  Flights  they  are  very  lean,  and 
theii'  Flesh  is  lar  from  being  white  or  tender,  tho' 
good  enough  upon  a  March,  when  Hunger  is  the 
sauce,  and  nuikes  it  go  down  better  than  Trutlles 
and  Morels  wou'd  do. 

20.  It  was  now  Sunday,  which  we  had  like  to 
have  spent  in  Fasting  as  well  as  Prayei-;  foi-  our 
Men,  taking  no  (Jare  for  the  Moi'i'ow,  like  good 
(Christians,  but  bad  Travellei's,  had  iniprovidently 
Devour'd  all  their  Meat  for  Supper. 

They  were  order'd  in  the  Moi-ning  to  diive  up 
their  Horses,  lest  they  shou'd  stray  too  far  from 
the  Camp  and  be  lost,  in  case  they  were  let  alone 
ail  day.  At  their  Return  they  had  the  very  great 
Comfort  to  behold  a  monstrous  fat  Hear,  wliich 
the  Indian  had  kill'd  very  Seasonably  for  their 
lireakfast. 

We  thought  it  still  necessary  to  make  another 
Reduction  of  our  Bi'ead,  from  foui'  to  three  Poiuids 
a  Week  to  every  man,  computing  that  we  had  still 
enough  in  that  Pi'oportion  to  last  us  '^^Du'ee  weeks 
longer. 

The  Atmosphere  was  so  smoaky  all  lound  us, 
that  the  Mountains  were  again  growing  invisible. 
This  happen'd  not  from  the  Ilazyness  of  tlie  Sky, 
but  from  the  lireing  of  the  Wo<jds  by  the  Indians, 
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for  Ave  were  now  near  the  Koiite  the  Northern 
Savages  take  when  they  go  out  to  War  against  the 
Cataubas  antl  other  Southern  Nations. 

On  their  way  tlie  Fires  they  nuike  in  their 
camps  are  left  burning,  Avhicli,  catciruig  the  thy 
Leaves  tliat  ly  near,  soon  put  the  adjacent  Woods 
into  a  flame. 

Some  of  our  men  in  Seaich  of  tlieir  Horses 
discovered  one  of  those  Indian  camps,  vvheie  not 
long  before  they  had  been  Furring  aud  diessing 
their  Skins. 

And  now  I  mention  the  Northern  Indians,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  take  Notice  of  theii'  iin- 
placalde  Hatred  to  those  of  the  South.  Theii' 
Wars  are  everlasting,  without  any  Peace,  Enmity 
being  tlie  oidy  Inheritance  among  them  that  ile- 
scends  fiom  Father  to  Son,  and  either  Party  will 
mai'ch  a  thousand  Miles  to  take  theii'  Revenge  upon 
such  Hereditary  Enemies. 

These  long  Expeditions  are  Commonly  carry'd 
on  in  the  following  Maimer;  Some  Indian,  reinai'k- 
able  for  liis  Prowess,  that  has  rais'd  himself  to  the 
Reputation  of  a  AVar-Captain,  declares  his  Inten- 
tion of  paying  a  Visit  to  some  southern  Nation; 
Hereupon  as  many  of  the  Young  Fellows  as  have 
either  a  Strong  Thirst  of  Blood  or  (llory,  list  them- 
selves under  his  command. 

AVith  these  Vohinteers  he  goes  from  One  Con- 
federate Town  to  another,  listing  all  the  Rabble 
he  can,  til  he  has  gather'd  together  a  competent 
Number  for  Mischief. 

Their  Arms  are  a  (Jun  and  Tomahawk,  and  all 
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the  Provisions  they  cany  from  Home  is  a  Pouch 
of  Rockahomiiiy.  Thus  provided  and  accoutr'd, 
tliey  march  towards  tlieir  Enemy's  Countiy,  n(jt  in 
a  l^otly,  or  hy  a  certain  Path,  l)ut  Stiajji'gliii^-  in 
Small  Numl)ei-s,  for  tlie  greater  convenience  of 
limiting  and  passing  along  nndiscover'd. 

So  soon  as  they  approaeli  the  (Jrouuds  on  whicli 
tlie  Enemy  is  used  to  hunt,  tliey  never  kindle 
any  Fire  themselves,  for  fear  of  being  found  (Uit  by 
the  smoak,  nor  will  they  Shoot  at  any  kind  of 
(Jame,  tho'  they  shon'd  be  half  Pamisht,  lest  they 
might  alai'm  their  Foes,  anil  put  them  u|)on  their 
Guaid. 

Sometimes  indeed,  wliile  they  are  still  at  some 
distance,  they  njast  either  Venison  or  Bear,  till  it 
is  very  dry,  and  then  having  Strung  it  on  their 
lielts,  wear  it  round  their  Middle,  eating  veiy 
Sparingly  of  it,  because  they  know  not  when  they 
shall  meet  with  a  fresh  Supply.  Jiut  coming 
nearer,  they  begin  to  look  all  lound  the  Hemi- 
sphere, to  watcli  if  any  smoke  ascends,  and  listen 
continually  for  the  Report  of  Guns,  in  order 
to  make  some  happy  Discovery  for  their  own 
advantage. 

It  is  amazing  to  see  their  Sagacity  in  discern- 
ing the  Track  of  a  Human  Foot,  even  amongst  dry 
leaves,  which  to  our  Shorter  Sight  is  (juite  undis- 
coverable. 

If  by  one  or  moi-e  of  those  Signs  they  be  able  to 
find  out  the  Camp  of  any  Southern  Indians,  they 
Squat  down  in  some  Thicket,  and  keep  themselves 
hush  and  Snug  till  it  is  dark;  Then  creeping  up 
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Softly,  they  approach  near  enougli  to  observe  all 
the  Motions  of  the  Enemy.  And  about  two  a 
Clock  in  the  Morning,  when  they  conceive  them  to 
be  in  a  Profound  Sleep,  for  they  never  keep  Watch 
and  Ward,  pour  in  a  Volley  upon  them,  each  Sin- 
gling out  his  Man.  The  Moment  they  have  dis- 
charg'd  their  Pieces,  they  rush  in  with  their 
Tomahawks,  and  make  snie  work  of  all  that  aie 
disabled. 

Sometimes,  when  they  find  the  Enemy  Asleep 
around  their  little  Fire,  they  first  Pelt  them  with 
little  Stones  to  wake  them,  and  when  they  get 
up,  fire  in  upon  them,  being  in  that  posture''  a 
better  Mark  than  when  prosti-ate  on  the  Ground. 

Those  that  are  kill'd  of  the  Enemy,  or  disabled, 
they  Scalp,  that  is,  they  cut  the  Skin  all  round  the' 
Head  just  below  the  hair,  and  then  clapping  their 
Feet  t(^  the  poor  Mortal's  Shoulders,  pull  the  Scalp 
off  clean,  and  carry  it  home  in  Tiiumph,  being  as 
proud  of  those  Trophies,  as  the  Jews  used  to  be  of 
the  Foreskins  of  the  Philistines. 

This  way  of  Scalping  was  pi-actised  by  the  An- 
cient Scythians,  who  us'd  these  haiiy  Scalps  as 
Towels  at  Home,  and  Tiappings  for  their  Iloises 
when  they  went  abi'oad. 

They  also  made  Cups  of  their  Enemies'  Skulls, 
in  which  they  drank  IVosperity  to  their  couuti-y,' 
and  Confusion  to  all  their  Foes. 

The  J'lisoners  they  happen  to  take  alive  in  these 
expeditions  generally  pass  their  time  very  Scuivily. 
They  put  them  to  all  the  Tortujes  that  ingenious 
Malice  and  cruelty  can  invent.     And  (what  shews 
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the  baseness  of  the  Indian  Temper  in  Peifection) 
they  never  fail  to  treat  those  with  tlie  greatest  In- 
humanity that  have  distinguisliM  themselves  most 
by  their  Bi'avery;  anil,  if  he  l)e  a  Wai-Captain, 
they  do  him  the  Honour  to  roast  him  alive,  and 
distribute  aCollop  to  all  that  had  a  Share  in  steal- 
ing the  Victory.' 

They  are  very  cunning  in  finding  out  new  ways 
to  torment  theii-  unhappy  Captives,  tho',  like  those 
of  Hell,  their  usual  Method  is  by  Fire.  Sometimes 
they  Barbecue  them  over  live-(Joals,  taking  them 
off  every  now  and  then,  to  prolong  their  Misery; 
at  other  times  they  will  Stick  Sharp  I'ieces  of 
Lightwood  all  over  their  Body's,  and  setting  them 
afire,  let  them  burn  down  into  the  Flesh  to  the 
very  Bone.  And  when  they  take  a  Stout  Fellow, 
that  they  believe  able  to  endure  a  great  deal,  they 
will  tear  all  the  Flesh  off  his  Bones  with  red  hot 
Pinceis. 

While  these  and  such  like  Bai'barities  are  prac- 
tising, the  Victors  are  so  far  from  being  touch'd 
with  Tenderness  and  Compassion,  that  they  dance 
and  Sing  round  these  wretched  Moitals,  shewing 
all    the  Marks  of   Pleasure   and    J(d!ity.     And  if 

1  Tho'  who  can  reproach  the  crucitied  in  cold  Blood,  For  no 

poor    Indians    for    this,     wlien  other  fault  but  for  having  d<N 

Homer    makes    his    celebrated  fended    their   City   most   eora- 

llero,  Achilles,  drag  the  Body  of  geously  against  Him,  dureing  a 

Hector  at  the  Tail  of  his  chariot,  Siege  of  Seven  Months.     And 

for  liaving  fought  gallantly  in  what  was  still  more  brutal,  he 

defence    of  his   Country.     Nor     dragg'd  alive  at  the  Tail 

was  Alexander  the  Great,  with  of   his    Chariot,    thro'    all    the 

all  his  Fam'd   Generosity,  less  Streets,  for  defending  the  Town 

inhuman  to  the  brave  Tyrians,  with  so  much  Vigour.     ( Origi- 

2000  of  whom  he  ordered  to  he  nal  note. ) 
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sxich  cruelties  hiippen  to  Ije  executed  in  their 
Towns,  they  employ  their  Children  in  tornieiiting 
the  Prisoners,  in  order  to  extinj^uish  in  them  he- 
times  all  Sentiments  of  Humanity. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  these  pooi- Wretches  ai'e 
under  the  Anguish  of  all  this  inlnunan  Treatmtiit, 
they  disdain  so  nmch  as  to  g'roan,  JSigh,  or  shew 
the  least  Sign  of  Dismay  oi*  concern,  so  nnieh  as  in 
their  Ijooks;  on  the  Contrary,  they  make  it  a  T'oint 
of  Honour  all  the  time  to  Soften  theii-  Featni'es, 
and  look  as  pleas'd  as  if  they  were  in  the  Actual 
Enjoyment  of  Some  Delight;  and  if  they  never 
sang  before  in  their  1/ives,  they  will  I)e  sure  to  he 
Meloilious  on  this  sad  ami  Dismal  Occasion. 

So  prodigious  a  Degree  of  Passive  Valoui'  in  the 
Indians  is  the  more  to  be  wonder'd  at,  because  in 
all  Articles  of  Danger  they  are  apt  to  behave  like 
Cowards.  And  what  is  still  moi-e  Snrprizeing,  the 
very  Women  diseovei',  on  sutih  Occasions,  as  gi'eat 
Foititude  and  Contempt,  both  of  Pain  and  Death, 
as  the  (lallantest  of  tlieir  Afen  can  do. 

21.  The  Apprehension  we  had  of  losing  the 
Horses  in  these  Copse  Woods  wei-e  too  well 
founded,  nor  were  the  Precautions  we  us'd  Yester- 
day of  driveing  them  up  SuHicieiit  to  prevent  their 
Straying  away  afterwards,  notwithstanding  they 
were  securely  hobbled. 

We  therefore  Order'd  the  men  out  early  this 
Morning  to  look  diligently  for  them,  but  it  was 
late  before  any  cou'd  be  found.  It  seems  they 
had  straggled  in  quest  of  Forrage,  and,  besides  all 
that,  the  Bushes   grew  thick    enough   to  conceal 
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tlieni  from  )»eing  Seen  :it  the  Sinallesl  Distance. 
One  of  tlie  J*e()})le  was  so  bewildei'M  in  search  of 
his  Horse,  that  he  lost  llunself,  being  no  great 
Porestei'. 

However,  because  we  were  willing  to  save  time, 
we  left  two  of  our  most  expeit  AVoodsmeii  ))ehrn(l 
to  beat  all  the  Adjacent  AVoods  in  (.^nest  of  Him. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Suiveyors  i)roceeded  vig- 
ouronsly  on  their  liusiness,  luit  were  so  perplext 
with  lliiekets  at  their  first  setting  off,  thai  their 
Pi'ogress  was  nuieh  retarded. 

They  wei-e  no  sooner  over  that  Difliculty,  but 
they  were  oblig'd  lo  encounter  another.  The  rest 
of  the  day's-AVork  lay  over  very  Sharp  Hills,  where 
the  dry  leaves  were  so  Slippery  that  there  was 
hardly  any  hold  for  their  Feet.  Such  Ivubbs  as 
these  prevented  them  from  Measuring  moi'e  than 
t  Miles  and  270  Poles. 

iri)ou  the  Sides  of  these  Hills  the  Soil  was  I'ich, 
tho'  full  of  Stones,  and  the  Ti'ees  leasonably  large. 

The  Smoak  continued  still  to  Veil  the  Moun- 
tains from  our  Sight,  wliich  nnide  us  long  for  Rain, 
oi'  a  brisk  Gale  of  AViiul,  to  disperse  it.  Nor  was 
the  loss  of  this  wiUl  JVospeet  all  our  concern,  but 
we  were  appi'ehensive  lest  the  Woods  shou'd  be 
burnt  in  the  Course  of  oui'  Ijine  before  us,  or  hap- 
pen to  take  lire  behind  us,  eithei'  of  which  wou'd 
eft'ectually  have  Starv'd  the  Horses,  and  made  us 
all  Foot  Soldiers.  But  we  were  so  happy,  thaidv' 
Glodl  as  to  escape  this  Misfortune  in  every  Part 
of  GUI'  Progress. 

AVe    wei'e    exceedingly    uneasy  about   oui'    lost 
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mail,  knowing  he  had  taken  no  Provision  of  any 
kind,  nor  Avas  it  niiieh  Advantage  toAvards  liis  8np- 
port,  that  he  had  taken  his  CJun  along  wilii  him, 
beeanse  he  had  rarely  been  guilty  of  pntting  any 
thing  to  Death. 

He  had  nnlnckily  wander'd  from  the  Camp  kSev- 
eral  Miles,  and  after  Steering  Sundry  unsneeessfnl 
(bourses,  in  order  to  leturn,  either  to  us  or  to  the 
Line,  was  at  length  so  tired  he  could  go  no  Far- 
ther. In  this  Distress  he  sat  himself  down  uinU  i 
a  Tree,  to  recruit  his  jaded  Spirits,  and  at  the  same 
time  indulge  a  few  Melancholy  TIellections. 

Famine  was  the  first  Phantom  that  appear'd  to 
him,  and  was  the  more  fVightfnll,  because  he  faii- 
cy'd  himself  not  quite  Hear  enough  to  Subsist  long 
upon  licking  his  Paws. 

In  the  mean  time  the  two  Persons  we  had  sent 
after  him  hunteil  diligently  great  part  of  the  day 
without  coming  upon  his  Track.  They  lirM  their 
I'ieces  towards  evei'y  ]*oiiit  of  the  Compass,  but 
cou'd  perceive  no  fireing  in  return.  However, 
advancing  a  little  farther,  at  last  they  made  a 
lucky  Shot,  that  our  Straggler  had  the  good  For- 
tune to  hear,  and  he  returning  the  Salute,  they  soon 
found  each  other  with  no  Small  Satisfaction.  IJut 
tho'  they  lighted  of  the  man,  they  cou'd  by  no 
means  light  of  his  Horse,  and  therefore  he  was 
oblig'd  to  lie  a  Foot  Soldier  all  the  rest  of  the 
Journey. 

Our  Indian  shot  a  Bear  so  prodigiously  fat,  that 
there  was  no  way  to  kill  lliin  but  by  iireing  in  at 
his  Ear. 
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The  fore  pait  of  the  Skull  of  that  Airinuil  being 
guaided  Ijy  a  double  Bone,  is  hardly  penetrable, 
and  when  it  is  very  fat,  a  Bullet  aiin'd  at  his  Body 
is  apt  to  lose  its  force,  l)efore  it  reaches  the  Vitals. 
This  Animal  is  of  the  l^o<^  kind,  and  our  Indians, 
as  well  as  Woodsmen,  are  as  fond  of  its  Flesh  as 
the  Chinese  can  be  of  that  of  the  Connnon  Ilounil. 

22.  Early  in  the  Mornino"  we  sent  back  two  men 
to  make  further  Search  for  the  hoi'se  that  was 
Stray'd  away.  We  were  unwilling-  the  J*oor  man 
shon'd  Sustain  such  a  Dannige  as  wou'd  eat  out 
a  large  Pait  of  bis  Pa}',  oi-  that  the  Publick  shon'd 
be  at  the  Expense  of  i-eembui'sing  llim  for  it. 

These  forestei's  hunted  all  over  the  Neighbour- 
ing W<Jods,  and  took  as  nuieh  pains  as  if  llie  Horse 
had  been  their  own  Property,  but  all  thei)'  Dili- 
gence was  to  no  purpose. 

The  Surveyors,  in  the  mean  time,  being  feaifid 
of  leaving  these  men  too  far  behind,  advanc'd  the 
Line  no  farthei'  than  One  Mile  and  2.'}0  Poles. 

As  we  rode  along  we  found  no  less  than  three 
Bears  and  a  fat  Doe,  that  our  Indian,  who  went  out 
before  us,  had  thrown  in  our  ( 'ourse,  and  we  were 
very  glad  to  pick  them  up. 

About  a  Mile  from  the  Camp  Ave  crost  Miry 
Creek,  So  calPd  })ecause  Several  of  the  Horses 
were  mired  in  its  Branches.  About  2'M)  Poles 
beyond  that,  the  J^ine  intersected  another  Kiver, 
that  seem'd  to  be  a  Branch  of  tht;  Irviii,  to  which 
we  gave  the  Name  of  the  Mayo,  in  complement 
to  the  other  of  our  Surveyors.  Tt  was  about  50 
Yards  wide  whei'e  we  forded  it,  being  just  ))elow 
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a  Jjedge  of  Rocks,  which  reacht  across  the  River, 
aiul  made  a  natural  casquade. 

Our  Horses  cou'd  hardly  keep  their  feet  over 
these  Slippery  Rocks,  which  gave  Some  of  their 
Riders  no  small  Palpitation. 

This  River  forks  alwut  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile 
Itelow  the  Ford,  and  lias  Some  Scattering  Canes 
glowing  near  the  ISIouth  of  it. 

We  picht  our  Tent  on  the  Western  Banks  of 
the  Ma}  (),  for  the  Pleasure  of  behig  lulPd  to  Sleep 
by  the  Casquade.  Here  our  Hunters  had  leisure 
to  go  out  and  try  their  Fortunes,  and  return'd 
ioaden  with  Spoil.  They  lirought  in  no  less  than 
Six  Hears,  exceedingly  fat,  so  that  the  frying  pan 
had  no  rest  all  Night.  We  had  now  the  Opportu- 
nity of  trying  the  speed  of  these  lumpish  Animals 
by  a  fair  Course  it  had  with  the  Nimblest  of  oui- 
Surveyors. 

A  Cubb  of  a  year  Old  will  run  very  fast,  be- 
cause, being  upon  his  growth,  he  is  never  enciim- 
l)er'd  with  too  much  fat;  but  the  Old  ones  are 
more  Sluggish  and  unwieldy,  especially  when 
Mast  is  Plenty.  Then  their  Nimblest  Gait  is  only 
a  heavy  Gallop,  and  their  Motion  is  still  Slower 
down  hill,  where  they  are  oblig'd  to  Sidle  very 
awkwardly,  to  keep  their  Lights  from  riseing  up 
into  their  Throat. 

These  Beasts  always  endeavour  to  avoid  a  man, 
except  when  they  are  wounded,  or  happen  to  be 
engaged  in  the  Protection  of  their  Culibs. 

]>y  the  force  of  these  Instincts  and  that  of  Self- 
Preservation,  they  will  now  and  then  throw  off  all 
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Reverence  for  their  Maker's  Iinaj^e.  For  that 
Reason,  excess  of  huiig-er  will  provoke  them  to  the 
same  Desperate  Attack,  for  the  suppoi-t  of  theii- 
Beinj?. 

A  ISfemorable  Instance  of  the  last  ('ase  is  said  to 
ha\e  liappenM  not  lonj^  aj>-o  in  New  England, 
whei-e  a  Hear  assaulted  a  Man  just  by  his  own 
J)ooi',  and  I'caring  himself  upon  his  llannches, 
offer'd  to  take  him  lovingly  into  his  Hug.  But 
the  Man's  AYife  observing  the  Danger  her  Hus- 
band was  in,  had  the  courage  to  run  behind  the 
Hear,  and  thrust  her  two  Tlnunbs  into  his  Eyes. 
'riiis  made  Bi'uin  quit  the  Man,  and  turn  shoit 
upon  the  AVoman  to  take  his  Revenge,  but  She  had 
the  Presence  of  mind  to  spring  l)ack  with  more 
than  Female  Agility,  and  so  both  their  Lives  were 
presei'v'd. 

28.  At  the  Distance  of  (52  I'oles  from  where  we 
lay,  we  ci-ost  the  South  Branch  of  what  we  look 
for  the  Trvin,  nor  was  it  without  Ditlicidty  we  got 
over,  tho'  it  happen'd  to  be  without  Damage. 

Gi'eat  part  of  the  way  after  that  was  INIountain- 
ous,  so  that  we  were  no  sooner  got  dowji  one  Hill, 
but  we  wei'e  oblig'd  to  climb  up  another.  Oidy 
for  the  last  Mile  of  our  Stage,  we  enconntei-'d  a 
]^ocust  Thicket  that  was  level,  but  interlac'd  terri- 
bly with  JJryars  and  Grape  Vines. 

We  forded  a  large  ci-eek,  no  less  than  five  times, 
the  Banks  of  which  were  so  steep  that  we  were 
forc'd  to  cut  them  down  with  a  Hough. 

We  gave  it  the  Name  of  Crooked  creek,  because 
of  its  frequent  Meanders.     The  Sides  of  it  were 
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planted  with  Shrulj-Caiies,  extremely  invitiii<;-  to 
the  Horses,  Avhich  Avere  now  quite  jaded  with  elaiu- 
bei'ing  up  so  many  Precipices,  and  tugging  tln-o' 
so  many  dismal  Thickets,  notwithstanding  which 
we  pusht  the  Line  this  day  Four  Miles  and  (>!• 
Pides.  The  men  were  so  unthrifty  this  IVIorning 
as  to  bring  but  a  Small  Portion  of  their  Abnndance 
along  Avith  them.  This  was  the  more  unlucky,  be- 
cause we  cou'd  discover  no  Soit  of  Game  the  whole 
livelong  Day.  AYoodsmen  are  certainly  good 
Christians  in  one  respect,  at  least,  tliat  they  always 
leave  the  Morrow  to  care  for  itself;  tho'  for  that 
very  reason  they  ought  to  pi'ay  more  fervently  for 
their  Dayly  Bread  than  most  of  them  remember 
to  do. 

The  Mountains  were  still  conceal'd  from  oui' 
Eyes  by  a  cloud  of  Smoak.  As  we  went  along  we 
Avere  alarmed  at  the  Siglit  of  a  great  Fire,  Avhich 
shewed  itself  to  the  Noithward.  This  made  oiii' 
small  Corps  march  in  closer  Oidei'  than  we  us'd  to 
do,  lest  pei'chancewe  might  be  Avaylaid  by  Indians. 
It  made  us  look  out  Shai'p  to  see  if  we  cou'd  dis- 
cover any  Track  or  other  Token  of  these  insidions 
Forresters,  but  found  none.  In  the  mean  time  \\c 
came  often  upon  the  Track  of  Hears,  which  can't 
without  some  Skill  be  distingiiisht  fi-om  that  of 
Human  Creatures,  made  Avith  Naked  Feet.  And 
Indeed  a  Young  AVoodsman  wouM  be  puzzled  to 
find  out  the  Difference,  Avhich  consists  pi'iiicipally 
ill  a  Bear's  Paws  being  something  Smaller  than  a 
Man's  foot,  and  in  its  leaving  sometimes  the  Maik  of 
its  Claws  in  the  Impression  made  upon  the  Ciound. 


1728,  Oct.]  THE    DlVlDl^Ci    i.lNE  JO!) 

The  (Soil  where  the  Locust  Thicket  grew,  was 
exceedingly  rich,  as  it  constantly  is,  where  that 
kind  of  Tree  is  Naturally  and  hugely  produc'd. 

IJut  the  Desolation  made  there  lately,  eithei'  by 
Fire  or  Catei'pillars,  had  been  so  general,  that  we 
eould  not  see  a  Tree  of  any  liigness  standing 
w  ilhin  oin-  I'rospect.  And  the  Keason  why  a  Fire 
makes  such  a  Havock  in  these  lonely  Parts  is 
this. 

The  Woods  are  not  there  buiiit  evei-y  year,  as 
they  generally  ai'e  amongst  the  Inhal)itants.  But 
the  dead  Leaves  and  Ti'ash  of  many  yeais  aie 
lieapt  up  together,  which  ])eing  at  length  kindled 
by  the  Indians  that  happen  to  pass  that  way,  fur- 
nish fewel  foi'  a  conllagration  tliat  carries  all 
befoi'e   it. 

l^hei'e  is  a  beautiful  Range  of  Hills,  as  levil  as 
a  Terrass-Walk,  that  oveilooks  the  Valley  through 
which  ( ^rooked  Creek  conveys  its  Spiial  Stream. 

'I'his  Terrass  runs  pietty  ueai-  East  and  AVest, 
about  two  Miles  South  of  the  l^ine,  and  is  almost 
Parallel  with  it. 

The  Horses  had  been  too  nuich  harass'd  to  pei- 
iiiit  us  to  I'ide  at  all  out  of  our  way,  for  the  plea- 
sure of  any  Prospect,  or  the  gi-atilication  of  any 
( 'uiiosity.  Tins  coniinM  us  to  the  Narrow  Sphei'e 
of  our  IJusiness,  and  is  at  the  same  time  a  just 
Excuse  foi'  not  aninuitiug  our  Stoi'y  with  greater 
Viuiety. 

24.  The  Surveyors  went  out  the  sooner  this 
Morning,  by  reason  the  men  lost  very  little  time  in 
cooking  their  Breakfast.     They  had   niade  l)ut   a 
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Spare  Meal  over  Night,  leaving  nothing  but  the 
Hide  of  a  Bear  for  the  Morrow.  Some  of  the 
keenest  of  them  got  up  at  Midnight  to  CJook  that 
nice  Morsel  after  the  Indian  Manner. 

They  first  Singed  the  Hair  clean  off,  that  none 
of  it  might  Stick  in  their  Throats;  then  they  hoilM 
the  Pelt  into  Soup,  which  had  a  Stratum  of  (Jrease 
Swinuning  on  it  full  half  an  Inch  Thick.  IIowe\  er, 
they  commended  this  J^ish  extremely;  tho'  I  be- 
lieve the  Praises  they  gave  it  wei'e  more  owing  to 
their  good  Stomach  than  to  their  good  Tast. 

The  Line  was  extended  (J  Miles  ami  liOO  Poles, 
and  in  that  Distance  erosst  Crooked  Creek  at  least 
eight  times  more. 

We  were  forct  to  scuffle  through  a  Thicket  about 
two  Miles  in  breadth,  planted  with  Locusts  and 
hiccory  Sapplings,  as  close  as  they  cou'd  stand 
togethei'.  Amongst  these  thei-e  was  hardly  a  ^I'ree 
of  Tolerable  Growth  within  View.  It  was  a  dead 
Plane  of  Several  Miles  Extent,  and  very  fertile 
Soil.  lieyond  that  the  Woods  were  open  foi-  about 
three  Miles,  but  Mountainous.  All  the  rest  of  our 
Bay's  Journey  was  pestei'd  with  Bushes  and 
Grape  Vines,  in  the  thickest  of  which  we  were 
obliged  to  take  up  our  Quaitei's,  near  one  of  the 
Bi-anches  of  Crooked  creek. 

This  Night  it  was  the  Men's  good  foi-tune  to 
fare  very  sumptuously.  The  Indian  had  kill'd 
two  large  Bears,  the  fatest  of  which  he  had  taken 
napping.  One  of  the  I'eople  too  Shot  a  Raccoon, 
which  is  also  of  the  Dog-kind,  and  as  big  as  a 
small  Fox,  tho'  its  Legs  are  Shoi-tcr,  and  when  fat 
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lijis  niiicli  a  higher  relisli  than  either  Miitton  or 
Kid.  'Tis  naturally  not  Carniverous,  but  very 
fond  of  Indian  corn  and  Pai'simons. 

The  fat  of  this  Animal  is  reckon'il  very  good  to 
asswage  ISwellings  and  Inllanunations.  Some  old 
Maids  are  at  the  Trouble  of  bleeding  tiieni  ii[j 
tame,  foi'  the  pleasiii'e  of  seeing  them  play  (jver  as 
many  irnmorous  Tricks  as  a  Miinkey.  It  clhnlis 
up  small  'J^-ees,  like  a  Bear,  Ity  embraceing  the 
Bodies  of  them. 

Till  this  Night  we  had  accustom'd  ourselves  to 
go  to  IJed  in  our  Night-Gowns,  believing  we 
should  thereby  be  better  secur'd  from  the  cold: 
but  upon  tryal  found  we  lay  mneli  warmer  by 
Stripping  to  our  Shirts,  and  Spreatling  our  CtOwhs 
over  us. 

A  True  Woodsman,  if  he  have  no  more  than  a 
Single  Blanket,  constantly  pulls  all  off,  and,  lying 
on  one  pait  of  it,  draws  the  otlier  over  him,  lieliev- 
iiig  it  much  more  refreshing  to  ly  so,  than  in  his 
cloaths;  and  if  he  find  hunself  not  warm  enough. 
Shifts  his  Lodging  to  Leeward  of  the  Fire,  in 
which  Situation  tlie  smoak  will  drive  over  him,  and 
effectually  correct  the  cold  Dews  that  wou'il  other- 
wise descend  upon  his  Person,  perhaps  to  his  gi-eat 
damage. 

25.  The  Ail-  clearing  up  this  Moining,  we  were 
again  agreeably  surprized  with  a  full  Prospect  of 
the  Mountains.  They  discover'd  themselves  both 
to  tlie  North  and  South  of  us,  on  either  side,  not 
distant  above  ten  Miles,  according  to  our  best 
Computation. 
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We  coii'd  now  see  those  to  tlie  Noi-tli  rise  in 
four  distinct  Ledges,  one  jibove  another,  l)ut  those 
to  the  South  fonn'd  only  a  Single  Ledge,  and  thai 
broken  and  interrupted  in  many  Places;  oi-  rather 
they  were  only  single  Mountains  detaeht  from  eacli 
ot  her. 

One  of  the  Southern  Mountains  was  so  vastly 
high,  it  seem'd  to  hide  its  head  in  the  Clouds,  and 
the  West  End  of  it  terminated  in  a  hoirihle  Preci- 
pice, that  we  call'd  the  Despairing  I^over''s  Ijcap. 
The  Next  to  it,  towai'ds  the  l]ast,  was  lower,  excej)t 
at  one  End,  where  it  heav'd  itself  up  in  the  form 
of  a  vast  Stack  of  Chimnj's.' 

The  Course  of  the  Northern  Mountains  seem'd 
to  tend  West-South-West,  and  those  to  the  South- 
ward veiy  near  West.  We  cou'd  descry  other 
Mountains  ahead  of  us,  exactly  in  the  Course  of 
the  Line,  tho'  at  a  nuieh  greater  distance.  In  this 
[*oint  of  View,  the  Ledges  on  the  i-ight  and  Left 
both  seem'd  to  ch)se,  and  form  a  Natiual  Amphi- 
Theater. 

Thus,  'twas  our  Fortune  to  be  wedg'd  in  betwixt 
these  two  Ranges  of  Mountains,  insonmch  that  il' 
our  Line  had  i-un  ten  Miles  on  either  Side,  it  had 
Initted  before  this  day  either  upon  one  or  the  other, 
l)oth  of  them  now  Stietching  away  plainly  to  the 
Eastward  of  us. 

It  had  rain'd  a  little  in  the  Night,  which  dis|)eist 
the  smoak  and  opcn'd  this  Komantick  Scene  to  ns 
all  at  once,  tho'  it  was  again  hid  fi'om  our  Eyes  as 
we  mov'd  forwards,  by  the  rough  Woods  we  had  the 

1  Probiibly  Pilot  IMountain. 
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Misl'ortuiie  to  be  eng-jig-'d  with.  The  Bushes  were 
so  thick  for  near  four  Miles  to^ethei",  that  they  toie 
the  Deer-Skins  to  l*ieces  that  <^uar(led  llie  Jiread- 
IJag-s.  Tlio',  as  rough  us  tlie  Woods  were,  the  Soil 
was  extremely  good  all  the  way,  being  washt  down 
from  the  Neighlxmring  Hills  into  the  Plane  Coun- 
try. Notwithstanding  all  these  Dilliculties,  the 
Sui'veyors  drove  on  the  line  4  Miles  and  20;")  I'oles. 

In  the  mean  time  we  were  so  unlucky  as  to  meet 
witii  no  Sort  of  Game  the  whole  day,  so  that  the 
men  were  oblig'd  to  make  a  fiugal  distiibution  of 
what  little  they  left  in  the  Moi'uing. 

We  eneampt  upon  a  snuill  Rill,  where  the  lloiscs 
came  off  as  temj)erately  as  their  Mastei's.  They 
were  l)y  this  time  growji  so  thin,  by  hard  Tiavei 
and  Spare  Feeding,  that  hencefoith,  in  pni'e  Com- 
passion, we  chose  to  perform  the  gi-eater  Part  of 
the  Journey  on  foot.  And  as  our  Jiaggage  was 
by  this  tune  grown  much  lighter,  we  divided  it, 
after  the  best  IVIanner,  that  every  Horse's  Loail 
might  be  proportion'd  to  the  Strength  he  had  left. 
Tho',  after  all  the  prudent  Measures  we  cou'd  take, 
we  perceiv'd  the  Hills  began  to  rise  upon  us  so 
fast  in  our  Front,  that  it  wou'd  be  impossible  foi- 
us  to  proceed  uuich  farthei'. 

We  saw  very  few  Squiri-els  in  the  uppei'  paits, 
because  the  AVild  (Jats  devour  them  unmercifully. 
Of  these  thei-e  are  four  kinds:  The  Fox  Squirrel, 
the  Gray,  the  Plying,  and  the  Ground-Squiiiel. 

These  last  resemble  a  Rat  in  every  thing  but 
the  Tail,  and  the  black  and  Russet  Streaks  that 
run  down  the  Lenjirth  of  their  little  litxlies. 
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20.  We  found  our  way  grow  still  more  Mouulain- 
ous,  after  exteiulhig-  the  Ij'uie  ."UK)  I'oles  furthci'. 
We  came  then  to  a  Rivulet  that  ran  with  a  tSwift 
Cnri'eut  towards  the  South.  This  we  faucy'd  to 
be  another  Branch  of  the  Irvin,  tho'  some  of  these 
men,  wlio  had  been  Indian  Ti-adeis,  judg'd  it 
I'ather  to  be  the  head  of  Deep  Kiver,  that  dis- 
charges its  Stream  into  that  of  Pee  Dee;  but  this 
seem'd  a  wild  Conjectui'e. 

The  Hills  beyond  that  River  were  exceedingly 
lofty,  and  not  to  be  attempted  by  our  Jadeil  Pal- 
freys, which  could  now  hardly  drag  their  Legs 
after  them  upon  level  CJround.  Besides,  the  Biead 
began  to  giow  Scanty,  and  the  Winter  Season  to 
advance  apace  upon  us. 

We  had  likewise  reason  to  apprehend  the  Con- 
sequences of  being  interceptetl  by  deep  Snows,  and 
the  Sw(;lling  of  the  many  Watei's  between  us  and 
Home.  The  first  of  these  Misfoitunes  woidd 
stai've  all  our  Horses,  and  the  Oilier  ourselves,  by 
cutting  off  our  Retreat,  and  obliging  us  to  Winter 
in  those  Desolate  Woods.  These  considei'ations 
deterniin'd  us  to  Stop  shoit  here,  and  push  oui- 
Adventui-es  no  farthei-.  The  last  Ti-ee  we  niarkt 
was  a  Red  Oak,  growing  on  the  Bank  of  the 
River;  and  to  make  the  Place  more  remarkable, 
we  blaz'd  all  the  Trees  around  it. 

We  fountl  the  whole  Distance  from  Corotuck 
Inlet  to  the  Rivulet  Where  we  left  off,  to  be,  in  a 
Strait  Line,  Two  Hundred  and  Poity-one  Miles 
and  Two  Hundred  and  Thirty  Poles,  And  from 
the  Place  where  the  C'arolina  Commissioners  de- 
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serted  us,  72  Miles  and  302  Poles.  This  last  part 
of  the  Jouiney  was  generally  very  hilly,  or  else 
grown  up  with  troublesome  Thickets  and  under- 
woods, all  which  our  Carolina  Friends  had  the 
Discretion  to  avoid. 

We  encanipt  in  a  dirty  Valley  near  the  Rivulet 
ahove-niention'd,  for  the  advantaj^e  of  the  Canes, 
and  so  sacriliced  our  own  (Jonvenience  for  that  of 
our  Horses. 

There  was  a  Small  Mountain  half  a  Mile  to  the 
Northward  of  us,  which  we  had  the  Curiosity  to 
Climb  up  in  the  Afternoon,  in  Order  to  enlar<^e 
our  IVospeet.  From  thence  we  were  al)le  to  dis- 
cover where  the  two  Ledges  of  Mountains  clos'd, 
as  near  as  we  cou'd  guess,  about  30  Miles  to  the 
West  of  us,  and  lamented  that  our  present  circum- 
stances wou'd  not  permit  us  to  advance  the  Line 
to  that  Place,  which  the  Hand  of  Natme  had 
made  so  very  remarkable. 

Not  far  from  our  Quartei's  one  of  the  men  pickt 
up  a  pair  of  Flk's  IIoi'us,  not  vei-y  lai-ge,  and  dis- 
cover'd  the  Track  of  the  Elk  that  had  Shed  them. 
It  was  rare  to  find  any  Tokens  of  those  Animals 
so  far  to  the  South,  because  they  keep  coimiioniy 
to  the  Northward  of  37  degrees,  as  the  Buffaloes, 
for  the  most  part,  confine  themselves  to  the  South- 
ward of  that  Latitude. 

The  Elk  is  full  as  big  as  a  Horse,  and  of  the 
Deer  kind.  The  Stags  only  have  Horns,  and 
those  exceedingly  large  and  Spreading.  Their 
Colour  is  Something  lighter  than  that  of  the  Red 
Deer,   and   their  Flesh    toughei'.      Their   swiftest 
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Speed  is  a  large  trot,  and  in  that  Motion  they  turn 
liieir  Horns  back  upon  their  Necks,  and  Cock  their 
Noses  aloft  in  the  Air.  Nature  has  taught  them 
this  Attitude  to  save  their  Antlers  from  being 
entangled  in  the  Thickets,  which  they  always 
i-etire  to.  They  are  very  shy,  and  have  the  Sense 
of  Smelling  so  exquisite  that  they  wind  a  man  at 
a  great  distance.  Foi-  this  reason  they  are  Seldom 
Seen  but  when  the  Air  is  moist,  in  whicli  Case 
their  smell  is  not  so  Nice. 

They  connnonly  hei'd  together,  and  the  Indians 
say,  if  one  of  the  Drove  happen  by  some  Wound 
to  be  disabled  from  making  his  Escape,  the  rest 
will  forsake  their  feai's  to  defend  theii-  Fi'iend, 
which  they  will  do  with  great  obstinacy,  till  they 
ai-e  kill'd  upon  tlie  Spot.  Tho'  otherwise,  they 
are  so  alarm'd  at  the  Sight  of  a  man,  that  to  avoid 
him  they  will  Sometimes  throw  themselves  down 
very  high  Precipices  into  the  River. 

A  misadventure  happen'd  hei'e,  which  gave  us 
no  Small  perplexity.  One  of  the  Conunissioners 
was  so  unlucky  as  to  biuise  his  Foot  against  a 
Stump,    which    brought   on   a   formal    Pit   of   tlie 

(fOUt. 

It  must  be  own'd  there  cou'd  not  be  a  moie  un- 
seasonable time,  noi-  a  more  improper  Situation, 
for  any  one  to  be  attackt  by  that  ci-uel  Distcmjier. 
The  Joint  was  so  inflam'd  that  he  cou'd  neithei 
draw  Shoe  nor  Boot  upon  it;  and  to  ride  without 
eithei"  wou'd  have  expos'd  him  to  so  many  rude 
knocks  and  Bruises,  in  those  lough  AVooils,  as  to 
l)c  iutolc^i'able  even  to  a  Stoick. 
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It  was  happy,  indeed,  that  we  wei-e  to  rest  here 
the  next  day,  being  Sunday,  that  there  might  be 
leisure  for  trying  some  Speedy  llemedy.  Ac- 
cordingly he  was  persuaded  to  bathe  his  Foot  in 
Cold  AVater,  in  Order  to  repel  the  Humoiu'  and 
asswage  the  Inflamation.  This  made  it  less  pain- 
ful, and  gave  us  hopes,  too,  of  I'edncing  the  Swell- 
ing in  a  Short  time. 

Our  men  had  the  foitune  to  kill  a  lirace  of 
Bears,  a  fat  Buck,  and  a  AVild  Turkey,  all  which 
paid  them  with  Interest  for  Yesterday's  Absti- 
nence. This  constant  and  Seasonable  Sui)])ly  of 
all  our  daily  Wants  made  us  lellect  thankfully  on 
the  Bounty  of  Providence. 

And  that  we  might  not  be  unmindful  of  being 
all  along  fed  by  Heaven  in  this  great  and  Solitaiy 
Wilderness,  we  agreed  to  Wear  in  our  Hats  the 
Maosti,  which  is,  in  Indian,  the  Beard  of  the  Wild 
Turkey-Cock,  and  on  our  Bi'easts  the  Figui'e  of 
that  Fowl  with  its  Wings  extended,  and  holding  in 
its  Claws  a  scrowl  with  this  Motto,  "VKM*] 
COTURNICUIM,"  meaning  that  we  had  been  Sup- 
ported by  them  in  the  Wilderness  in  the  room  of 
Quails. 

27.  This  being  Sunday  we  were  not  wanting  in 
our  Thanks  to  Heaven  for  the  Constant  Sui)poit 
and  Protection  we  had  been  favonr'd  A\itli.  Nor 
did  oui-  Chaplain  fail  to  put  us  in  miutl  of  Oui- 
Duty  by  a  Sermon  proper  for  the  Occasion. 

We  order'd  a  Strict  Inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
Quantity  of  Bread  we  had  left,  and  found  no  more 
than  wou'd  Subsist  us  a  Foi'tniiirht  at  Sht)rt  Allow- 
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ance.  We  made  a  fair  Distiil»utioii  of  our  whole 
Stock,  and  at  tlie  Same  time  rteommeiided  to  the 
Men  to  manage  this,  their  Uist  Stake,  to  the  Ijest 
advantage,  not  knowing  how  long  they  would  he 
oblig'd  to  live  upon  it. 

AYe  likewise  directed  them  to  keep  a  AVatchfull 
eye  upon  their  Horses,  that  none  of  them  might  he 
missing  the  next  Morning,  to  hinder  oui-  Keturn. 

There  fell  some  liain  before  Noon,  which  made 
our  Camp  moie  a  Bogg  than  it  Avas  befoie.  This 
moist  Situation  began  to  infect  some  of  the  men 
with  Fevei's,  and  some  with  Tluxes,  which  how- 
ever we  soon  lemov'd  witii  I'eiiivian  liark  and 
Ipocoacaiuvh. 

In  the  Afternoon  we  marcht  up  again  to  the  top 
of  the  Hill  to  entertain  our  Eyes  a  Second  time 
with  the  View  of  the  Mountains,  but  a  perverse 
Fog  arose  that  hid  them  fi'om  onr  Sight. 

In  the  Evening  we  deliberated  which  Avay  it 
might  be  most  proper  to  return.  We  had  at  lirst 
intended  to  cross  over  at  the  foot  of  the  Mountains 
to  the  head  of  James  River,  that  we  might  be  able 
to  describe  that  Natui'al  Boundai-y  so  fai'.  But, 
on  Second  Thoughts,  we  found  many  good  Reasons 
against  that  laudable  Design,  Such  as  the  Weak- 
ness of  our  Horses,  the  Scantiness  of  our  Rread, 
and  the  near  approach  of  AVinter.  AVe  had  C'ause 
to  believe  the  way  might  be  full  of  Hills,  and  the 
faither  we  went  towards  the  North,  the  more  dan- 
ger there  wou'd  l)e  of  Snow.  Such  considerations 
as  these  determin'd  us  at  last  to  nudvc  the  best  of 
our  way  back  upon  the  Line,  which  was  the  Strait- 
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est,  ami  Consequently  the  shortest  way  to  the  In- 
haljitants.  We  knew  the  worst  of  that  Course, 
and  wei-e  sure  of  a  beaten  I*alh  all  the  way,  while 
we  were  totally  i<;iiorant  what  Diliieullies  and 
Dangers  tlie  other  Course  might  be  attended  with. 
So  I'rudenee  got  the  bettei-  for  ouee  of  Curiosity, 
and  the  iteh  for  new  Diseoveries  gave  Plaee  to 
iSelf-preservation. 

Cur  Inelinatiou  was  the  Stronger  to  ei'oss  over 
aeeording  to  the  (Joui'se  of  the  Mountains,  tliat  we 
might  lind  out  whetlier  James  Iviver  and  A|)[)amat- 
tock  Rivei'  head  there,  or  I'un  (|uite  thio'  them. 
'Tis  Certain  that  l*otomee  passes  in  a  huge  KS(i-eaui 
thro'  the  Main  Ledge,  and  then  divides  itself  into 
two  considerable  TJivei's.  '^Fhat  which  iSti'etehes 
away  to  the  ISforthward  is  eali'd  the  Cohungaroota,' 
and  that  which  Hows  to  the  South-west,  hath  the 
Name  of  Shai-autow." 

The  Course  of  this  last  Stream  is  near  i)arallel 
to  the  Blue  Kidge  of  INlountains,  at  the  distance 
only  of  about  three  or  four  Miles.  Tho'  how  far  it 
nuiy  continue  that  Course  Iras  not  yet  been  sufli- 
ciently  discovei'M,  but  some  Woodsmen  pretend  to 
say  it  inns  as  fai'  as  tlie  source  of  Koanoak;  Nay, 
they  are  so  very  particular  as  to  tell  us  that  koa- 
lu^ak,  Shai-antow,  and  another  Wide  Branch  of  the 
Missassip])i,all  head  in  one  and  the  Same  Mountain. 

What  <lepenilenee  there  may  be  upon  tliis  Con- 

1  Which  by  a  Late  Survey  has  Branches  of  Missassippi,  takes 

been  found  to  extend  above  200  its  Rise,  and  runs  South-AVest, 

Miles    before     it     i-eaclies     its  as   this  River  dos  Soutli-East. 

Source,   in    a    Mountain,    from  (Original  note.) 
wlienco  Allegany,  one   of    the         -  Shenandoah. — EurroR. 
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jectiual  Geogi-aphy,  I  wont  pretend  to  say,  tho' 
'lis  certain  that  Sharantow  keeps  close  to  the 
Mountains,  as  far  as  we  are  acquainted  witli  its 
Tendency.  We  are  likewise  assur'd  tliat  tlie  South 
Branch  of  James  Kiver,  within  less  than  20  Miles 
Kast  of  the  Main  Ledge,  nnikes  an  Kll)ow,  and  runs 
due  South-west,  Avhich  is  parallel  with  the  Moun- 
tains on  this  side.  But  how  fai-  it  Sti'ctches  that 
way,  before  it  returns,  is  not  yet  certainly  known, 
no  more  than  where  it  takes  its  Rise. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  Strange  that  our  Woodsmen 
liave  not  had  Curiosity  enough  to  inform  themselves 
more  exactly  of  these  particulars,  and  it  is  Stranger 
Still  that  the  (Joverumeiit  has  never  tlu)Ught  it 
Wdi'th  the  lllxpense  of  making  an  accurate  Survey 
of  the  M(mntains,  that  we  might  be  Masters  of  that 
Natural  Foilification  befoi-e  the  French,  who  in  some 
IMaces  have  Settlements  not  veiy  distant  from  it. 

It  therefore  concerns  his  Majesty's  Service  \ery 
nearly,  and  the  Safety  of  His  Subjects  in  this  pail 
of  the  World,  to  take  Possession  of  so  im])()i'tant  a 
Harrier  in  time,  lest  our  good  Friends,  the  French, 
and  the  Indians,  thro'  their  Means,  pi'ove  a  perpet- 
ual Annoyance  to  these  Colonies. 

Another  Reason  to  invite  us  to  Secure  this  great 
Ledge  of  Mountains  is,  the  Probability  that  very 
Valuable  Mines  may  be  discover'd  there.  N(jr 
wou'd  it  be  at  all  extravagant  to  hope  for  Siher 
Mines,  among  the  rest,  because  I'art  of  these 
Mountains  ly  exactly  in  the  same  Parallel,  as  well 
as  upon  the  Same  Continent  with  New  Mexico,  and 
the  Mines  of  St.  Barb. 
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28.  We  had  j^iven  Orders  for  the  Horses  to 
he  hroufi^ht  up  early,  but  the  likelyhood  of  more 
Kain  prevented  our  l)ein<^  ovfi--hasty  in  deeanip- 
iiig.  Nor  were  we  out  in  our  conjectures,  for 
a])out  ten  a'clock  it  began  to  fall  very  plentifully. 

Our  C Commissioner's  Pain  began  now  to  abate, 
as  the  Swelling  enci'eas'd.  lie  made  an  excellent 
Figure  foi'  a  INIountaineer,  with  one  boot  of  Leather 
and  the  other  of  Flannel.  Thus  accowtui'd,  he 
intended  to  mount,  if  the  Rain  had  not  happen'd 
opportunely  to  prevent  bim. 

Tho',  in  Trutb,  it  was  hardly  possible  for  Ilini 
to  I'ide  with  so  Slender  a  Defense,  without  expos- 
ing his  Foot  to  be  bruis'd  and  toi'niented  by  the 
Saplings,  that  stood  thick  on  either  side  of  the  Path. 
It  was  thei-efore  a  most  Seasonable  Rain  for  Ilim, 
as  it  gave  nioi-e  time  for  his  Distemper  to  abate. 

Tho'  it  may  be  very  diftieult  to  find  a  cei'tain 
(3ure  for  the  Gout,  yet  it  is  not  iniprobal)le  but 
.some  things  may  ease  the  Pain,  and  Shoiten  the 
Fits  of  it.  And  those  Medicines  are  most  likely 
to  do  this,  that  Supple  the  Paits,  and  cleai'  the 
l*assage  Through  the  Narrow  Vessels,  that  ai-e 
the  Seat  of  this  cruel  Disease.  Nothing  will  do 
this  more  Suddenly  than  Rattle-snake's  (^yl,  whicli 
will  even  j)enetrate  the  Pores  of  (Jhiss  when 
warin'd  in  the  sun. 

It  was  unfortunate,  therefore,  that  we  had  not 
taken  out  the  Fat  of  those  Snakes  we  had  kill'd 
some  time  before,  for  the  Benelit  of  so  useful  an 
Fxperiment,  as  well  as  foi-  the  Relief  of  our  Fel- 
low-Traveller. 
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Bnt  lately  the  Seneca  Rattle-Snake-Root  has 
been  discover'd  in  this  ("Jouiitry,  which  being  in- 
fnsM  in  Wine,  and  drank  Morning  and  Evening, 
has  in  Several  Instances  had  a  very  happy  Effect 
upon  the  Gont,  and  enabled  Cripples  to  thiow 
away  their  Crntches  and  walk  several  IVIiles,  and, 
what  is  Stranger  Still,  it  takes  away  the  Pain  in 
half  an  hour. 

Nor  was  the  Gout  the  only  Disease  among  us 
that  was  hard  to  cure.  AVe  had  a  man  in  our  Com- 
pany who  had  too  Voracious  a  Stonuich  for  a 
"Woodsman.  He  ate  as  much  as  any  othei-  two, 
but  all  he  Swallow'd  stuck  by  him  till  it  was 
carryM  off  by  a  Strong  I'urge.  AVithout  this 
Assistance,  often  repeated,  his  Belly  and  Bowels 
wou'd  swell  to  so  enormous  a  Bulk  that  he  cou'd 
hardl}'  breathe,  especially  when  he  lay  down,  just 
as  if  he  had  had  an  Asthma;  the',  notwithstanding 
this  oddness  of  constitution,  he  was  a  very  Strong, 
lively  Fellow,  and  us'd  abundance  of  A'^iolent  Ex- 
ercise, by  which  'twas  wonderful!  the  Peristaltick 
Motion  was  uot  moi-e  Vigoi'ously  promoted. 

AVe  gave  this  poor  Man  Several  Purges,  which 
oidy  eas'd  Ilim  for  the  present,  and  the  next  day 
lie  wou'd  grow  as  burly  as  ever.  At  last  we  ga\'e 
Him  a  Moderate  Dose  of  ippocoacanah,  in  liroth 
made  very  Salt,  which  turn'd  all  its  Opei-ations 
downwards.  This  had  so  happy  an  Effect  that, 
from  that  day  forward  to  the  End  of  oui-  Journey, 
all  his  Complaint  ceas'd,  and  the  passages  con- 
tinued unobstructed. 

The  Rain  continued  mo.st  of  the  Day  and  Some 
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part  of  the  Night,  which  incommoded  us  nuich  in 
our  Dirty  (Jnnip,  and  made  the  men  think  oi' 
Nothing  hut  Eating',  even  at  tlie  time  Aviien  uo- 
body  cou'd  Stii'  out  to  make  [jro\ision  for  it. 

'21).  ^IMio'  we  were  flattered  in  the  UKJining  witli 
tlie  usual  Tokens  of  a  fair  Day,  yet  they  all  hlew 
o\  er,  and  it  rain'd  hard  before  we  cou'd  make 
ready  for  our  Depaitui'C. 

This  was  still  in  favour  of  our  Podagrous  Friend, 
whose  Lameness  was  now  grown  ))etter,  and  the 
Inllamation  fallen.  Nor  did  it  seem  to  need  above 
one  day  more  to  reduce  it  to  its  Natural  Piopor- 
tion,  and  make  it  lit  for  the  Boot;  And  effectiudly 
The  Rain  pi-ocur'dthis  Beueiit  for  him,  and  gave  him 
paiticular  Reason  to  believe  his  Stars  pi'opitious. 

Notwithstanding  the  falling  Weather,  our  Hunt- 
ers sally'd  out  in  tiie  afternoon,  antl  drove  tiie 
Woods  in  a  Ring,  which  was  thus  peiforjued. 
Prom  the  ciicumference  of  a  hirge  C'ircle  they  all 
march't  inwards,  and  ilrove  the  Game  towards  the 
center.  By  this  means  they  shot  a  Jirace  of  fat 
IJears,  which  came  very  seasonably,  because  we 
had  made  (dean  Woi'k  in  the  Morning  and  were  in 
Danger  of  dining  with  St.  Anthony,  oi-  his  (Jrace 
Didce  Humphry. 

But  in  this  Expeilition  the  nnhap])y  man  wiio 
liad  lost  himself  once  liefore,  Straggled  again  so 
far  in  Pui'suit  of  a  Deer,  that  he  was  hurry'd  a 
second  time  (juite  out  of  his  knowledge.  And 
Night  coming  on  before  lie  cou'd  recover  the 
(*amp,  he  was  ol)liged  to  lie  down,  witliout  any  of 
the    Comforts    of    Fii-e,    Food    or    covering;    Nor 
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would  liis  Fears  suffer  him  to  Sleep  very  Souud, 
because,  to  his  great  disturhauce,  the  AVolves 
howl'd  all  that  Night,  aud  the  I'autiiers  seieani'd 
most  frightfully. 

lu  the  Eveuiug  a  brisk  North-Wester  swept  all 
the  Cylouds  from  the  Sky,  and  expos'd  the  inoiin- 
tains  as  well  as  the  Stars  to  oiu-  I'lospeel. 

That  which  was  the  most  lofty  to  the  South- 
ward, aud  which  we  eall'd  the  jjover's  Leap,  some 
of  our  Indian  'I'raders  fondly  fancy'd  was  the 
Kiawan  mountain,  which  they  hat!  formerly  seen 
fiom  the  country  of  the  CJherokees. 

They  were  the  more  positive  by  reason  of  the 
pi'odigious  Precipice  that  remarkably  distinguislied 
the  West  End  of  it. 

We  seem'd  however  not  to  be  far  enougli  South 
for  that,  tho'  'tis  not  improl)al)le  but  a  few  miles 
farthei-  the  Course  of  our  Ijne  might  cari-y  us  to 
the  most  Northerly  Towns  of  the  (Jherokees. 

What  makes  this  the  more  credible,  is  the  North 
West  Course,  that  our  Tradeis  take  from  the 
Catawbas  for  some  hun<b-ed  miles  togethei-,  when 
they  carry  Goods  that  round-about  way  to  the 
Cherokees. 

It  Avas  a  great  Pity  that  the  want  of  Bread,  ajid 
the  Weakness  of  our  Horses,  hinder'd  ns  tVom 
making  the  Discovery.  Tho'  the  great  Service  of 
such  an  Excursion  might  have  been  to  the  (/oun- 
try  wou'd  certainly  have  made  the  attempt  not 
oidy  pardonable,  hut  much  to  be  connner.ded. 

Our  Traders  are  noAV  at  the  vast  Charge  and 
Fatigue  of  travelling  above  five  bundled  miles  for 
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the  Benefit  of  that  tiulfique  which  hardly  quits  cost. 
AVou'd  it  not  then  I)e  Avorth  the  Asseiiihiy''s  while 
to  be  at  some  charg-e  to  iind  a  Shoiter  eat  to  carry 
on  so  pi'olitable  a  Trade,  Avith  more  ad\anta<^e, 
and  less  hazaril  and  Troid)le,  than  they  do  at  pi'es- 
eiity  For  1  am  persnaded  it  will  not  then  l)e  h:dt' 
I  he  Distance  that  our  Traders  make  it  n<jw,  iK»r 
halt'  so  far  as  Georgia  lies  from  the  Northern 
Clans  of  that  Nation. 

Such  a  Discovery  would  certainly  prove  an  un- 
speakable Advantage  to  this  Colony,  by  facilitating 
a  '^Fratle  with  so  considerable  a  mition  of  Indians, 
which  have  02  Towns,  and  more  than  4000  Fight- 
ing Men.  Our  Traders  at  that  ]-ate  would  be  able 
lo  imdersell  those  sent  IVom  the  other  (Jolonies  so 
much,  that  the  Indians  nuist  have  reast)n  to  deal 
with  them  preferable  to  all  others. 

Of  late  the  new  Colony  of  Oeorgia  has  made 
an  act  obliging  us  to  go  400  miles  to  take  out  a 
License  to  traffick  with  these  Cherokees,  tlio' nuuiy 
of  their  Towns  ly  out  of  theii-  Hounds,  and  we  had 
carry'd  on  this  Trade  80  years  before  that  (Jolony 
was  thought  of. 

;{0.  In  the  Morning  early  the  man  who  had  gone 
astray  the  day  befoj-e  found  his  way  to  the  Camp, 
by  the  Sound  of  the  Bells  that  were  upon  the 
Horses'  Necks. 

At  nine  a'clock  we  began  our  March  back  toward 
the  rising  Sun;  for  tho'  we  had  finisht  the  Line, 
yet  we  had  not  yet  near  iinisht  our  Fatigue.  We 
had  after  all  200  good  miles  at  least  to  our  seveial 
Habitations,  and  the  Iloi'ses  were  l)rought  so  low. 
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that  we  were  ol)lig'd  to  travel  on  foot  gieat  part  of 
the  way,  and  that  in  our  Boots,  too,  to  save  our 
Legs  from  being  torn  to  pieces  by  the  Busiies  and 
Briars.  Had  we  not  done  this,  we  must  have  left 
all  our  Horses  behind,  which  cou'd  now  hardly 
drag  their  Legs  after  them,  and  with  all  the  favour 
we  cou'd  show  the  poor  Animals,  we  were  forc'd 
to  set  Seven  of  them  free,  not  far  from  the  foot  of 
the  Mountains. 

Four  men  wei'c  despatcht  early  to  clear  the  Koad, 
that  our  Lame  Conunissionei;'s  leg  might  be  in  less 
danger  of  being  bruis'd,  and  that  the  Haggage 
Horses  might  travel  with  less  dilHculty  and  moi'e 
expedition. 

As  we  past  along,  by  favour  of  a  Serene  Sky, 
we  had  still,  from  every  Eminence,  a  perfect  view 
of  the  INlountains,  as  well  to  the  North  as  to  the 
South.  AVe  could  not  forbear  now  and  then  facing 
about  to  survey  them,  as  if  unwilling  to  part  with 
a  Prospect,  which  at  the  same  time,  like  some 
Rake's,  was  very  wild  and  very  Agreeable. 

We  encoiu-ag'd  the  Horses  to  exert  the  little 
Strength  they  had,  and  being  light,  they  made  a 
shift  to  jog  on  about  Eleven  ISIiles.  AVe  Encampt 
on  Crooked  Creek,  neai-  a  Thicket  of  Canes,  in 
the  front  of  oiu-  Camp  rose  a  very  beautiful  Hill, 
that  bounded  our  View  at  about  a  Mile's  Distance, 
and  all  the  Liteiniediate  space  was  cover'd  with 
green  canes.  Tho',  to  our  Soii'ow,  Fire-wood  Avas 
Scarce,  Avhich  was  now  the  harder  upon  us,  because 
a  north-wester  blew  very  cold  from  the  Mountains. 

The  Indian  kill'd  a  stately,  fat  Buck,  &  we  pickt 
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his  Bones  as  clean  as  a  score  of  Tnrky-Buzzards 
Ciju'd  have  done. 

IJy  the  advantage  of  a  clear  ni<rht,  we  made 
tryal  once  nioi'e  of  the  A'ariatioii,  and  found  it  nmcli 
the  same  as  formerly. 

This  bein<^  his  Majesty's  ]iirth-l)ay,  Ave  draidc  all 
the  Loyal  Jlealths  in  excellent  Water,  not  for  the 
sake  of  the  drink,  (like  many  of  our  fellow  suh- 
jects,)  but  purely  for  the  Sake  of  the  Toast.  And 
because  all  Public  Mirth  shou'd  be  a  little  noisy, 
we  fir'd  several  volleys  of  Canes,  instead  of  (Inns, 
which  gave  a  loud  i-eport. 

We  threw  them  into  the  Fire,  where  the  Air 
enclosed  betwixt  tlie  Joints  of  the  Canes,  being 
expanded  !)>  the  violent  Heat,  burst  its  narrow 
Hounds  with  a  considerable  explosion! 

In  the  Evening  one  of  the  men  knockt  down  an 
Opossmn,  which  is  a  harmless  little  Beast,  that 
will  sehlom  go  out  of  your  way,  and  if  you  take 
hold  of  it,  it  will  c)nly  grin,  and  hardly  ever  bite. 
The  Flesh  was  well  tasted  and  Teudei-,  approach- 
ing nearest  to  Pig,  which  it  also  resemljles  in  Big- 
ness. The  coloiu'  of  its  Fi;r  was  a  Goose  Gray, 
with  a  Swine's  Snout,  and  a  Tail  like  a  Kat,  but  at 
least  a  foot  long.  By  twisting  this  Tail  about  the 
arm  of  a  Tree,  it  will  hang  with  ail  its  weight,  and 
swing  to  any  thing  it  wants  to  take  hold  of. 

It  has  five  Claws  on  the  fore  Feet  of  ecpial 
length,  but  the  hindei'  feet  have  only  Four  claws, 
and  a  sort  of  Thund)  standing  off  at  a  pi'oper 
Distance. 

Their  Feet  being  thus  form'd,  fpialify  them  for 
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climbing  up  Trees  to  catch  little  Miids,  wliich  they 
aie  very  fond  of. 

But  the  greatest  Particularity  of  this  ci-eatui-e, 
and  which  distinguislies  it  from  most  others  that 
we  are  acquainted  with,  is  the  FALSE  liEIJ A'  of 
the  FEMALE,  into  which  her  Young  retreat  in 
time  of  Danger.  She  can  draw  the  Slit,  which  is 
the  Inlet  into  this  J'oncli,  so  close,  that  yon  nnist 
look  narrowly  to  find  it,  especially  if  she  happen 
to  be  a  Virgin. 

Within  the  False  Belly  may  be  seen  seven  oi- 
eight  Teats,  on  which  the  young  Ones  gi'ow  fi-oni 
theii-  first  Poi-nnition  till  they  are  big  encmgh  lo 
fall  off,  like  ripe  Fi'uit  from  a  Tree.  This  is  so 
odd  a  method  of  Generation,  that  I  should  not  have 
believed  it  without  the  Testimony  of  mine  own 
Eyes,  r^esides  a  knowing  and  credible  Person 
has  assur'd  me  he  has  more  than  once  observM  the 
End)i'yo  Possums  growing  to  the  Teat  before  they 
were  compleatly  Shaped,  and  afterwards  wncht 
their  daily  growth  till  they  wei'e  big  enough  for 
Birth.  And  all  this  he  could  the  more  easily  pry 
into,  because  the  Dannn  was  so  perfectly  gentle  and 
liarndess,  that  he  could  handle  her  just  as  he 
pleas'd. 

I  cou'd  hardly  persuade  myself  to  publish  a  thing 
so  contiai'y  to  the  (/onrse  that  Nature  takes  in  the 
Production  of  other  Animals,  unless  it  were  a 
Matter  Commonly  believ'd  in  all  Countries  wheie 
that  Creature  is  pi'odnc'd,  and  has  been  often  ob- 
served by  Persons  of  undoubted  credit  and  uudci- 
standing. 
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IMiey  say  tliat  the  Leather-winged  Bats  produce 
theii'  Young'  in  tlie  same  unconunon  Manner.  And 
tliat  young  Sharks  at  Sea,  antl  the  Yoiuig  Vipers 
aslioai',  run  down  tlie  Throats  of  theii-  Danuns 
when  they  are  closely  pursued. 

l^he  tVe<}uent  crossing  of  Crooked  Creek,  and 
mounting  the  Steep  JJanks  of  it,  gave  the  linishing 
stroke  to  the  foumlering  of  our  Horses:  and  no 
less  than  two  of  them  made  a  full  stop  here,  and 
would  not  advance  a  foot  farther,  eithei'  by  fair 
means  or  foul. 

We  had  a  Dreamer  of  Dreams  amongst  us,  who 
wained  me  in  the  Morning  to  take  care  of  myself, 
or  ]  sliou'd  infallibly  fall  into  the  Cieek;  I  thank'd 
liim  kindly,  and  used  what  Caution  I  cou'd,  but 
was  not  al)le  it  seems  to  avoitl  my  Destiny,  for 
my  Iloise  nuide  a  false  .step  and  laid  me  down  at 
my  full  Length  in  the  water. 

This  was  enough  to  biing  dreaming  into  creilit, 
and  1  thiidv  it  nuich  for  the  IIon<nu"  of  our  expedi- 
tion, that  it  was  grac'd  not  only  with  PKIEST  but 
also  with  a  PROPHET. 

We  were  so  perplext  with  this  Serpentine  Creek, 
as  well  as  in  Passing  the  Branches  of  the  Irvin, 
(which  were  swell'd  since  we  saw  them  before,) 
that  we  could  reach  but  5  miles  this  whole  day. 
Li  the  Evening  We  pitched  our  Tent  near  Miry 
creek,  (tho'  an  uncomfortable  place  to  lodge  in) 
purely  foi'  the  advantage  of  the  Canes. 

Our  Iluntei's  killed  a  large  Doe  and  two  Bears, 
which  made  all  other  misfortunes  easy,  ('ertainly 
no  Tartar  ever  lov'd  Ilorse-flesh,  or  Hottentot  Guts 
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and  Gaiba<^e,  better  than  Woodsmen  do  Bear. 
The  ti'uth  of  it  is,  it  may  be  proper  food  perhaps 
for  such  as  Work  or  Ride  it  off,  Init,  with  our 
Chaphiin's  Leave,  who  lov'd  it  nnieli,  J  think  it 
not  a  very  pi-oper  dyet  foi-  saints,  because  'tis  apt 
to  make  them  a  little  too  lampant. 

And  now,  for  the  gixyd  of  maidvind,  and  for  the 
better  Peopling  an  infant  colony,  which  has  no 
want  but  that  of  Inhabitants,  1  will  venture  tojnd)- 
lish  a  Seciet  of  Importance,  which  our  Indian  dis- 
clos'd  to  me.  I  askt  him  the  reason  wliy  few  or 
none  of  his  Countrywomen  Avere  bairen"?  To  which 
cinions  Question  he  answered,  with  a  Broad  grin 
upon  his  Face,  they  had  an  infallible  S^](JliET 
for  that.  Upon  my  being  impoitunate  to  know 
what  the  secret  might  be,  he  informed  me  that,  if 
any  Indian  woman  did  not  prove  with  child  at  a 
decent  time  aftei-  Marriage,  the  Husband,  to  save 
his  Reputation  with  the  women,  foithAvith  entered 
into  a  Beai-dyet  for  Six  Weeks,  which  in  that 
time  makes  him  so  vigoi'ons  that  he  grows  exceed- 
ingly impertinent  to  his  poor  wife  and  'tis  gi'eat 
odds  but  he  makes  her  a  Mother  in  Nine  Months. 

And  tluis  I  am  able  to  say,  besides,  for  the  Rep- 
utation of  the  Bear  Dyet,  that  all  the  IVlarryed 
men  of  onr  Company  were  joyful  Fathers  within 
forty  weeks  after  they  got  Home,  and  most  of  Hu- 
Single  men  had  children  sworn  to  them  within  tlie 
same  time,  our  chaplain  always  excepted,  who,  with 
nnu'h  ado,  made  a  shift  to  cast  out  that  inipoi'- 
tunate  kind  of  Devil,  by  Dint  of  Fasting  and 
Rrayei'. 
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Nov.  1.  By  the  negligence  of  one  o  ihe  Men 
in  not  hobl)ling  his  Horse,  he  straggled  so  far  that 
he  conld  not  be  found.  This  stopt  us  all  the  Moi-ii- 
ing  long;  Yet,  l)ecanse  our  Time  should  not  be  en- 
tirely lost,  we  endeavoured  to  ol)seive  the  Latitnde 
at  twelve  a  clock.  Though  our  observation  was 
not  perfect,  by  reason  the  Wind  blew  a  little  too 
fresh,  however,  by  Such  a  One  as  we  cou'd  make-, 
we  found  ourselves  in  3(i°  20'  only. 

Notwithstanding  our  being  thus  tlelay'd,  and  the 
unevenness  of  the  Ground,  over  whieii  we  were 
oblig'd  to  walk,  (for  most  of  us  sei'vM  now  in  the 
Infantry,)  we  travell'd  no  less  than  0  miles,  Tiio' 
as  merciful  as  we  were  to  our  poor  Jieasts,  another 
of  'em  tii'ed  b}'  the  way,  &  was  left  behind  for  the 
Wolves  &  Panthers  to  feast  upon. 

As  we  marclit  along,  we  had  the  fortune  to  kill 
a  Brace  of  Bucks,  as  many  Bears,  and  one  wilil 
Turkey.  But  this  was  carrying  Sport  to  wanton- 
ness, because  we  butchered  more  than  we  were 
able  to  transport.  We  ordered  the  Deer  to  be 
quarter'd  and  divided  amongst  the  Koi'ses  for  the 
lighter  Carriage,  and  I'econunended  the  Bears  to 
our  dayly  attendants,  the  Turkey-Buzzarils. 

We  always  chose  to  carry  A'^enison  along  with 
us  i-ather  than  JJear,  not  only  because  it  was  less 
cumbersome,  but  likewise  because  the  People  con'd 
eat  it  without  Bread,  which  was  now  almost  spent. 
Whereas  the  other,  being  richer  food,  lay  too 
heavy  upon  the  stomach,  unless  it  were  lightened 
by  something  farinaceous.  This  is  what  1  th(mght 
proper  to  i'ennu'(|ue,   f<jr   the  service  of  all   tliose 
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whose  Business  or  Diversion  shall  oblige  them  to 
live  any  time  in  the  Woods. 

And  because  I  am  persuaded  that  very  usefnil 
Matters  may  be  found  out  by  Searching  this  great 
Wildeniess,  especially  the  upper  parts  of  it  about 
the  Mountains,  I  conceive  it  will  help  to  engage 
able  men  in  that  good  work,  if  I  reconuuenil  a 
wholesome  kind  of  Food,  of  very  small  Weight 
and  veiy  great  Nourishment,  that  will  seciue  them 
from  Stai'ving,  in  case  they  shou'd  ))e  so  unlucky 
as  to  meet  with  no  Game.  The  CJhief  discourage- 
ment at  present  from  penetrating  far  into  the  AVoods 
is  the  tiouble  of  carrying  a  Load  of  J'lovisions.  I 
nuist  own  Famine  is  a  frightful  Mcmster,  and  foi- 
that  reason  to  be  guarded  against  as  well  as  we 
can.  IJut  the  connnon  piecautions  against  it,  aie 
so  burthensome,  that  People  can't  tarry  long  out, 
and  go  far  enough  from  home,  to  make  any  effectual 
Discovery. 

The  Poitable  Pi-ovisions  I  would  furnish  our 
Foi'esters  withal  ai'c  Glue- Broth  and  rockahomini: 
one  contains  the  Essence  of  Bread,  the  other  of 
Meat. 

The  best  way  of  making  Glue-Broth  is  after  the 
following  method:  Take  a  Leg  of  Beef,  Veal, 
Venison,  or  any  other  Young  Meat,  because  Old 
Meat  will  not  so  easily  eTelly.  Pai'e  off  all  the  fat, 
in  which  there  is  no  Nutriment,  and  of  the  Lean 
make  a  very  strong  Broth,  after  the  usual  Manner, 
by  boiling  the  meat  to  Rags  till  all  the  Goodness 
be  out.  After  Skimming  off  what  fat  remains, 
poui'  the  Broth  into  a  wide  Stew-Pau,  well  tinn'd. 
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&,  let  it  simmer  over  a  gentle,  even  Fire,  till  it 
eoMie  to  a  thick  Jelly.  Then  take  it  off  and  set  it 
over  lioiling  Water,  whieh  is  an  Evenei"  Heat,  and 
not  so  apt  to  burn  the  Broth  to  the  Vessel.  Over 
that  let  it  evaporate,  stirring  it  very  often  till  it  be 
reduc'd,  when  cold,  into  a  Solid  Substance  like 
Cilue.  Then  cut  it  into  small  Pieces,  laying  them 
Single  in  the  Cold,  that  they  may  dry  the  Sooner. 
When  the  Pieces  are  perfectly  diy,  put  them  into 
a  Caiuiister,  and  they  will  be  good,  if  kept  Dry,  a 
whole  East  India  Voyage. 

This  Glue  is  so  Strong,  that  two  oi'  three  Drams, 
dissolv'd  in  boiling  Watei-  with  a  little  Salt,  will 
make  half  a  pint  of  good  Bioth,  &  if  you  shou'd  be 
faint  with  fasting  oi-  Fatigue,  let  a  small  i)iece  of 
this  (xlue  melt  in  your  Mouth,  and  you  will  lind 
yourself  surprisingly  refreshed. 

One  Pound  of  this  cookei-y  wou'd  keep  a  man  in 
good  heart  above  a  Month,  and  is  not  only  Nour- 
ishing, but  likewise  very  wholesome.  Particularly 
it  is  good  against  Fluxes,  which  Woodsmen  ai'e 
very  liable  to,  by  lying  too  near  tlie  moist  gionnd, 
and  guzzling  too  nuich  cold  Water.  IJut  as  it  will 
be  only  us'd  now  ami  tlien,  in  times  of  Scarcity, 
when  Game  is  wanting,  two  Pounds  of  it  will  be 
enough  foi'  a  Journey  of  Six  Months. 

lint  this  Bi-otli  will  be  still  mcjie  heartening,  if 
you  thicken  every  mess  with  half  a  SjjcKinfnl  of 
Rockahominy,  which  is  nothing  but  Indian  (Jorn 
parched  without  burning,  and  leduced  to  I*owder. 
The  Fire  drives  out  all  the  Watery  Parts  of  the 
Corn,  leaving  the  Strength  of  it  behind,  and  this 
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bein^r  very  dry,  becomes  much  lighter  for  carriage 
and  less  liable  to  be  Spoilt  by  the  Moist  Aii-. 

Thus  half  a  Dozen  Pounds  of  this  Sprightful 
Bread  will  sustain  a  Man  for  as  many  Months 
provided  he  husband  it  well,  and  always  Si>are  it 
when  he  meets  with  Venison,  which,  as  I  saiil  be- 
fore, may  be  very  Safely  eaten  without  any  JJrea.l 
at  all.  ■' 

By  what  I  have  said,  a  Man  needs  not  encnmbei- 
himself  with  more  than  8  or  10  Pounds  of  Pro- 
visions, tho'  he  continue  half  a  year  in  the  Woods 
These  and  his  Gun  will  support  him  veiy  well 
during  that  time,  without  the  least  danger  of  keep- 
ing one  Single  Past.     And  tho'  some  of  his  days 
may  be  what  the  Pi-ench  call  Jonrs  maiyres,  yet 
there  will  happen  no  more  of  those  than  will  be 
necessary  for  his  health,  and  to  carry  off  tlie  Ex- 
cesses of  the  Days  of  Plenty,  when  our  Travellers 
will  be  apt  to  indulge  their  Lawless  Appetites  too 
much. 

2.  The  Heavens  frowned  this  Morning  and 
threaten'd  abundance  of  Rain,  but  our  Zeal  for  re- 
turning made  us  defy  the  Weather,  and  decamp  a 
little  before  Noon.  Yet  we  had  not  advanct  two 
Miles,  before  a  Soaking  Shower  made  us  glad  to 
pitch  our  Tent  as  fast  as  we  could.  We  chose  for 
that  purpose  a  rising  Ground,  half  a  mile  to  the 
East  of  MATRiMoifY  CuEKK.  This  was  the  first 
and  only  time  we  were  caught  in  the  Kain,  durin..- 
the  whole  Expedition.  It  us'd  before  to  be  so  civd 
as  to  fall  in  the  night,  after  we  were  safe  in  our 
Quarters,  and  had  trencht  ourselves  in;  or  else  it 
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came  upon  us  on  Sundays,  when  it  was  no  Inter- 
I'uptiun  to  oui'  Progress,  nor  any  Inconvenience  to 
oiu'  Persons. 

AVe  had,  however,  been  so  lucky  in  this  Paiticu- 
hn-  befoie,  that  we  had  abundant  Keason  to  take 
our  present  soaking  patiently,  and  the  Misfortune 
was  the  less,  because  we  had  taken  the  Precaution 
to  kee[)  all  oiu'  Baggage  and  IJediling  perfectly 
dry. 

This  liain  was  enliven'd  with  very  loud  Thunder, 
which  was  echo'd  back  by  the  Hills  in  the  Neigh- 
boiuhood  in  a  frightful  Manner.  Thei-e  is  some- 
thing in  the  Woods  that  makes  the  Sound  of  this 
Meteor  more  awfidl,  and  the  Violence  of  the  Light- 
ening more  Visible.  The  Trees  are  frequently 
Shiver'd  quite  ilown  to  the  Root,  and  sometimes 
perfectly  twisted.  But  of  all  the  Effects  of 
Lightening  that  ever  1  heard  of,  the  most  amazing 
happen'd  in  this  country,  in  the  Year  173(5. 

In  the  Snmmei'  of  that  year  a  Surgeon  of  a  Ship, 
whose  Name  was  Davis,  came  ashoar  at  York  to 
visit  a  ]*atient.  He  was  no  sooner  gut  into  the 
1  louse,  but  it  began  to  rain  with  many  terrible 
Claps  of  Thundei-.  AVhen  it  was  almost  dark  theie 
came  a  dreadful  Flash  of  Lightning,  which  Strtick 
the  Sui'geon  dead  as  he  was  walking  id)out  the 
lioom,  but  huit  no  other  Person,  tho'  several  were 
near  him.  At  the  same  time  it  made  a  large  Hole 
ill  the  Trunk  of  a  Pine  Tree,  which  grew  about 
Ten  Feet  from  the  Window.  But  what  was  most 
sui'prising  in  this  Disaster  was,  that  on  the  Breast 
of  the  unfortunate  man  that  was   kill'd  was    the 


1!M)  COLONEL   WILLIAM    BYKD       [17l'8,  Nov. 

Fig-nre  of  a  Pine  Tree,  as  exactly  flelineated  as 
any  Limner  in  the  World  could  draw  it,  nay,  the 
Resemblance  went  so  fai"  as  to  represent  the  colour 
of  the  Pine,  as  well  as  the  Figure.  The  Light- 
ning nuist  probably  have  passed  thro'  the  "^^riee  first 
before  it  struck  the  Man,  and  by  that  means  have 
printed  the  Icon  of  it  on  his  Iji'east. 

Hut  whatever  may  have  been  the  cause,  the  Ff- 
fect  was  certain,  and  can  be  attested  by  a  ( 'loud  of 
Witnesses  who  had  the  cxn-iosity  to  go  and  see 
this  Wonderful  Phenomenon. 

The  worst  of  it  was,  we  were  forced  to  Fncamp 
in  a  barren  place,  where  there  was  hardly  a  blade 
of  fri'ass  to  be  seen,  Even  the  wild  Kosenuny 
failed  us  hei'e,  which  g-ave  ns  but  too  just  appre- 
hensions tliat  we  should  not  only  be  oblig'd  to 
trudge  all  the  way  home  on  foot,  but  also  to  lug 
our  Baggage  at  our  Backs  into  the  liarg-ain. 

Thus  we  leai'ut  by  our  own  Fxperience,  tlial 
lloi-ses  are  very  impi'opei-  aninuds  to  use  in  a  long 
Junnble  into  tlie  Woods,  and  the  better  they  have 
been  used  to  be  fed,  they  are  still  the  woi-se.  Such 
will  fall  away  a  gieat  deal  faster,  and  fail  much 
sooner,  than  those  which  are  wont  to  be  at  theii' 
own  keeping'.  Besides,  Horses  that  have  l)eeM 
acciistom'd  to  a  Plane  and  Champaig-n  ( V)nntry 
will  founder  presentl}^,  when  they  come  toclambci- 
up  Hills,  and  batter  their  Hoofs  against  coutinal 
Rocks. 

AVe  need  Welsh  Runts,  and  Hig^hland  Ciallo- 
ways  to  dind)  our  IMountaius  withal;  they  are  us'd 
to  Precipices,  and  will  bite  as  close  as  Banstead 
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Down  Sheep.  But  I  should  much  rather  lecom- 
mend  Mules,  if  we  had  them,  for  the  se  long  and 
painful  Expeditions;  tho'  till  they  can  l)e  hied,  cer- 
tainly Asses  ai-e  the  littest  lieasts  of  Biu'then 
foi'  the  Mountains.  They  are  sure-footed,  j)atient 
inider  the  heaviest  Patig'ue,  and  will  subsist  u|ioii 
Moss,  or  Browsing-  on  Shrubs  all  the  Winter.  One 
of  them  will  carry  the  Necessary  Lugyage  of  four 
Men,  without  any  DilHculty,  and  upon  a  Tinch  will 
take  a  Quarter  of  Bear  or  Yenison  upon  Iheii' 
liacks  into  the  Bargain. 

Thus,  when  the  Men  are  light  and  disengaged 
from  every  thing  but  their  Guns,  they  may  go  tJie 
whole  Journey  on  foot  with  pleasure.  And  tho' 
my  Deal'  CJonntrymen  have  so  gi'eat  a  Passion  foi- 
riding,  that  they  will  often  walk  two  miles  to  catch 
a  Horse,  in  (Jrder  to  ride  One,  yet,  if  they  '11  please 
to  take  my  Word  for '  t,  when  they  go  into  the 
Woods  upon  J)iscovery,  I  would  advise  them  by 
all  Means  to  march  a-foot,  for  they  will  then  be 
deliver'd  from  the  great  Care  and  Cyoncern  for 
their  Horses,  which  takes  up  too  large  a  portion  of 
their  time. 

Over  Night  we  are  now  at  the  ti'ouble  of  hob- 
bling them  out,  and  often  of  leading  them  a  mile 
Of  two  to  a  convenient  place  for  Forrage,  and  then 
in  the  morning  we  are  some  Hours  in  finding  them 
again,  because  they  are  apt  to  stray  a  great  way 
from  the  place  where  they  were  turn'd  out.  Now 
and  then,  too,  they  are  lost  foi'  a  whole  day  to- 
gether, and  are  frequently  so  weak  and  jaded,  that 
the  Company  must  ly  still  Several  days,  near  some 
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MeadoAV,  oi*  Ili^h-land  Poml,  to  recruit  them.  All 
these  delays  retard  their  Pi-og-i-ess  iiit<ileral)ly; 
whereas,  if  they  had  only  a  few  Asses,  they  wou'd 
abide  close  to  the  Camp,  and  find  kSulHcient  food 
everywhere,  and  in  all  Seasons  of  the  Yeai-.  Men 
wou'd  then  be  able  to  travel  Safely  over  Hills  and 
Dales,  nor  w<m'd  the  Steepest  Mountains  obstruct 
their  Progress. 

They  miglit  also  seaich  more  nari'owly  for  Mines 
and  othei-  Productions  of  Nature,  without  being 
confin'd  to  level  j^rounds,  in  Compliment  to  the 
jades  they  ride  on.  vVnd  (me  may  foretell,  without 
the  Spirit  of  Divination,  that  so  Icjug  as  Woodsmen 
continue  to  range  on  lIoi'se-l)ack,  we  shall  be  Stran- 
gers to  our  own  Country,  ami  a  few  or  no  valuable 
Discoveries  will  ever  be  nuule. 

The  FjtENCii  t'ouKiEiis  de  liols^  who  have  i-un 
from  one  End  of  the  Continent  to  the  othei',  have 
performed  it  all  on  foot,  or  else  in  all  probability 
must  have  continued  as  ignorant  as  we  are. 

Our  Country  has  now  been  inhabited  moi'e  than 
KW  years  by  the  English,  and  still  we  hardly  know 
any  thing  of  the  Appallachian  Mountains,  that  are 
no  where  above  250  miles  from  the  sea.  Whereas 
the  Piench,  who  are  later  comers,  have  rang'd 
from  Quebec  Southward  as  fai-  as  the  Mouth  of 
Mississippi,  in  the  bay  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  West 
almost  as  far  as  California,  Avhich  is  either  way 
above  2000  miles. 

.').  A  North-west  Wind  having  clear'd  the  Sky, 
we  were  now  tempted  to  travel  on  a  Sunday,  foi' 
the  lirst  time,  for  want  of  more  plentiful  Forage, 
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thoiifi^h  some  of  the  more  Scrupulous  amongst  us 
we[re]  unwilling  to  do  b]vil,  that  good  might  come 
of  it,  and  make  our  ('attle  woi-k  a  Good  paitof  the 
Day  in  order  to  fill  theii'  Uellies  at  Night.  How- 
ever, the  Chaplain  put  on  his  casuistical  Face,  and 
olTei'M  to  take  the  sin  iipon  Himself.  We  there- 
fore consented  to  move  a  Sabltath  Day's  Joui-ney 
of  ',i  or  4  Miles,  it  appearing  to  be  a  Mattel-  of 
some  necessity. 

On  the  way  our  unmei'ciful  Indian  kill'd  no  less 
than  two  lirace  of  Deer  and  a  large  Bear.  We 
only  prim'd  the  Deer,  being  unwilling  to  be  en- 
eund)ei'ed  with  their  whole  Caicasses.  The  I'est 
we  consign'd  to  the  Wolves,  which  in  Return 
seranaded  us  great  part  of  the  Night.  They  are 
vei-y  elanierous  in  their  Banquets,  which  we  know 
is  the  way  some  other  Brutes  have,  in  the  extrava- 
gance of  their  Jollity  and  Sprightliness,  of  ex- 
pressing their  thanks  to  Providence. 

We  came  to  our  Old  camp,  in  Sight  of  the  River 
Irviu,  whose  Stream  was  SwelI'd  now  near  four 
feet  with  the  Rain  that  fell  the  Day  before.  This 
nuule  it  impracticable  for  us  to  ford  it,  nor  could 
we  guess  when  the  water  wou'd  fall  enough  to  let 
us  go  over. 

This  put  our  Mathematical  Professoi-,  who  shou'd 
have  set  a  better  Example,  into  the  Vapours,  fearing 
he  shou'd  be  ol)lig'd  to  take  up  his  Wintei'  Quarters 
in  that  doleful  AVilderness.  But  the  rest  were 
not  affected  with  his  want  of  Faith,  but  preserv'd 
a  Firnuiess  of  Mind  Superior  to  sueli  little  Adverse 
Accidents.     They    trustetl    that    the    same    good 
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Providence  which  had  most  reinaikahly  piosper'il 
them  hitheiLo,  would  continue  his  goodness  and 
conduct  them  safe  to  the  fOnd  of  their  .Journey. 

However,  we  founil  phiinly  that  travelling  on  tlie 
Sunday,  contrary  to  our  constant  Rule,  ha<l  not 
thriven  with  us  in  the  least.  We  were  not  gainers 
of  any  distance  by  it,  because  the  Kiver  made  us 
pay  two  days  for  Violating  one. 

Nevertheless,  by  making  this  Reflection,  1  would 
not  be  thought  so  ligid  an  observer  of  tlie  Sabbath 
as  to  allow  of  no  Work  at  all  to  be  done,  oi-  doui- 
neys  to  be  taken  upon  it.  I  should  not  care  to  ly 
still  and  be  knockt  on  the  head,  as  the  Jews  weie 
heretofore  by  Antiochus,  because  I  believ'd  it  un- 
lawful to  stand  upon  my  Defense  on  this  good  day. 
Nor  would  I  care,  like  a  certain  New  England 
Magistrate,  to  order  a  Man  to  the  Whijiping  Post, 
for  daring  to  ride  for  a  Midwife  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

On  the  contrary,  I  am  for  doing  all  acts  of  Ne- 
cessity, Charity,  and  Self-Preservation,  upon  a 
Sunday  as  well  as  other  days  of  the  AVeek.  l>ul, 
as  I  tliink  our  present  March  cou'd  not  Strictly  be 
justify'd  l)y  any  of  these  Rules,  it  was  but  just  we 
should  suffer  a  little  for  it. 

I  never  could  learn  that  the  Indians  set  apart 
any  day  of  the  Week  oi-  the  Year  foi-  the  Sei'vice 
of  God.  They  pray,  as  Philosophers  eat,  only 
when  they  have  a  stomach,  without  iiaving  any  set 
time  for  it.  Indeed  these  Idle  l*eople  have  veiy 
little  occasion  for  a  sabbath  to  refresh  themselv(;s 
after  hard  Labour,  because  veiy  few  of  them  ever 
Labour  at  all.     Like  the  wild  Irish,  they  would 
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rathei'  want  than  A¥ork,  and  are  all  men  of  Plea- 
snie,  to  whom  every  ilay  is  a  clay  of  rest. 

Indeed,  in  theii-  limiting',  they  will  take  a  little 
Pains;  hnt  this  being  oidy  a  Divei'sion,  their  spirits 
are  lathei'  rais'd  than  depress'd  by  it,  and  therefore 
need  at  most  but  a  Night's  Sleep  to  lecruit  them. 

1.  By  some  Stakes  Ave  had  driven  into  the  River 
yestei'day,  we  pereeiv'd  the  Water  began  to  fall, 
bnt  fell  so  Slowly  that  we  found  we  must  have  pa- 
tience a  day  or  two  longer.  And  because  Ave  Avere 
unwilling  to  ly  altogether  Idle,  Ave  sent  back  some 
of  the  men  to  bring  up  the  two  Horses  that  tirM 
the  Satui'day  before.  They  were  found  near  the 
|)lace  where  we  had  left  them,  but  seemed  too 
sensible  of  their  Liberty  to  come  to  us.  They 
were  found  Standing  indeed,  but  as  Motionless  as 
the  Equestrian  statue  at  Ciiaking-Cross. 

We  had  great  reason  to  apprehend  more  Rain 
by  the  clouds  that  drove  over  our  Heads.  The 
boldest  amongst  us  were  not  Avithout  some  Pangs 
of  uneasiness  at  so  very  Sullen  a  Prospect.  How- 
evei',  (lod  be  j)rais'd!  it  all  blcAV  over  in  a  few 
Honis. 

If  nuich  Rain  had  fallen,  we  resolvM  to  make  a 
Raft  and  bind  it  together  with  CJrape  Vines,  to 
Ferry  ourselves  and  Baggage  over  the  River. 
Tho',  in  that  ('ase,  Ave  expected  the  Swiftness  of 
the  Stream  wouM  have  carry'd  down  our  Raft  a 
long  Avay  before  we  cou'd  have  tugg'd  it  to  the 
opposite  shoar. 

One  of  the  Young  Fellows  we  had  sent  to  bring 
up  the  tii'cd  Horses  entertained  us  in  the  Evening 
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with  a  remarkable  adventure  he  had  met  with  tliat 
day. 

He  had  straggled,  it  seems,  from  his  Company 
in  a  mist,  and  made  a  cub  of  a  year  old  l)etake  it- 
self to  a  Tree.  AVliile  he  was  new-priming  his 
piece,  with  intent  to  fetch  it  down,  the  Old  (uii- 
tlewomau  appeared,  and  perceiving  her  Heir  ap- 
parent in  Histi'ess,  advanced  open-montliM  to  his 
relief. 

The  man  was  so  intent  upon  his  Game,  that  she 
had  approacht  vei'y  near  him  l)efore  he  perceived 
her.     But  finding  his  Danger,  he  faced  about  u[)(>n  | 

the    Enemy,  which   immediately   rear'd   upon  her  i 

posteriors,  &  put  herself  in  IJattle  Array.  i 

The  Man,  acbniring  at  the  Bear's  assiuance,  en- 
deavour'd  to  fire  upon  Her,  but  by  the  Dampness  of 
the  Priming,  his  Gun  did  not  go  off.  He  cockt  it 
a  second  time,  and  had  the  same  misfortune.  After 
missing  Fire  twice,  he  had  the  folly  to  punch  the 
Beast  with  the  miizzle  of  his  Piece;  but  mothei- 
Bruin,  being  upon  hei'  Guard,  seized  the  Weapon 
with  her  l*aws,  and  by  main  strength  wieJiched  it 
out  of  the  Fellow's  Hands. 

The  Man  being  thus  fairly  disarm'd,  thought  biiii- 
self  no  longer  a  Match  for  the  Enemy,  and  tbeic- 
foie  retreated  as  fast  as  his  Legs  could  carry  him. 

'Vhc  brute  naturally  grew  boldei'  upon  the  (ligiil 
of  her  Adversary,  and  pursued  him  with  all  her 
heavy  speed.  For  some  time  it  was  doubtful 
Avhether  fear  made  one  run  faster,  oi-  Fury  the 
other.  But  after  an  even  course  of  about  50  yards, 
the  Man  had  the  Mishap  to  Stumble  over  a  Stump, 
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and  fell  down  his  fnll  Length.  lie  now  won'd 
iiave  sold  his  Life  ii  Penny-worth;  bnt  the  Beai-, 
appieheuding-  there  might  be  some  Trick  in  the 
Fall,  instantly  halted,  and  lookt  with  much  atten- 
tion on  her  l*rostrate  Foe. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Man  had  with  great  pres- 
ence of  Mind  resolved  to  make  the  IJear  believe  lie 
was  dead,  by  lying  IJreathless  on  the  Ground,  in 
J  lopes  that  the  Beast  wouhl  be  too  genei'ous  to 
kill  liim  over  again.  To  carry  on  the  Farce,  he 
acted  the  Corpse  for  some  time  without  dareing  to 
raise  his  heail,  to  see  how  near  the  Monster  was  to 
him.  But  in  about  two  Minutes,  to  his  unspeak- 
able Comfort,  he  was  rais'd  from  the  Dead  by  the 
Barking  of  a  Dog,  belonging  to  one  of  his  com- 
panions, who  came  Seasonably  to  his  Rescue,  ajid 
drove  the  liear  from  pursuing  the  Man  to  take 
care  of  her  Cub,  which  she  fear'd  might  now  fall 
into  a  second  Distress. 

5.  AVe  Judg'd  the  Waters  were  assuag'd  this 
morning  to  make  the  liiver  fordable.  Thei'efore 
al)out  Ten  we  try'd  the  Experiment,  a)id  every 
Body  got  over  Safe,  except  one  man,  whose  Jlorse 
Slipt  from  a  Rock  as  he  forded  over,  and  threw 
liim  into  the  River.  Jiut  being  able  to  swim,  he 
was  not  Carry'd  down  the  Stream  very  far  befoie 
he  recover'd  the  T^orth  Shore. 

At  the  Distance  of  about  0  miles  we  passt  Cas- 
CADK  Ckkkk,  and  8  Miles  farther  we  came  upon 
the  Banks  of  the  Dan,  which  we  erost  with  much 
DilHculty,  by  reason  the  Water  was  I'isen  nuicli 
hijiher  than  when  we  forded  it  before. 
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Here  the  same  unlucky  Pei'son  happen'd  to  he 
duckt  a  Second  time,  and  was  a  Second  time 
Sav'd  by  Swimming.  My  own  Horse  too  plunged 
in  such  a  Manner  that  his  Head  was  more  than 
once  under  Water,  but  with  much  moi-e  ado  recov- 
er'd  his  Feet,  tho'  he  made  so  low  an  obeisance, 
that  the  water  ran  faii-ly  over  my  Sathlle. 

We  continued  our  niarch  as  fai'  as  Lowland 
CiiEKK,  where  we  took  up  our  Lodging,  foi-  thi- 
benelit  of  the  Canes  and  AVinter  Orass  tliat  giew 
upon  the  rich  Grounds  thereabouts.  On  oui-  way 
thither  we  had  the  Misfortune  to  drop  anotlier 
Horse,  though  he  carry'd  nothing  the  whole  da}' 
but  his  Saddle.  We  showed  the  same  favour  to 
most  of  our  Horses,  foi-  fear,  if  we  did  not  do  it, 
Ave  shcmld  in  a  httle  time  be  turned  into  lieasts  of 
Burthen  ourselves. 

Custom  had  now  made  travelling  on  foot  so  fa- 
miliar, that  Ave  Avere  al)le  to  Avalk  ten  Miles  witli 
Pleasure.  This  we  cou'd  do  in  our  iJoots,  not- 
Avithstanding  our  way  lay  over  rough  AV^oods  and 
uneven  Grounds. 

Our  learning  to  walk  in  hea\'y  Boots  was  the 
same  advantage  to  us  that  learning  to  Dance  Iligli 
Dances  in  Wooden  Shoes  is  to  the  French,  it  matle 
us  most  exceedingly  Nimble  Avithout  them. 

The  Indians,  Avho  have  no  way  of  travelling  bul 
on  the  Hoof,  make  nothing  of  going  25  miles  a 
day,  and  cari-ying  their  little  Necessaries  at  their 
backs,  and  Sometimes  a  Stout  Pack  of  Skins  into 
the  Bargain.  And  very  often  they  laugh  at  the 
English,  who  can't  Stir  to  Next  Neighlxjur  with- 
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out  a  Horse,  ami  say  that  2  Le^s  are  too  much  for 
such  hizy  people,  vvlio  cannot  visit  their  next  neigh- 
bour without  six. 

For  their  Paits,  they  were  utter  Strangers  to 
all  our  Beasts  oF  Buithen  or  Caniage,  before  the 
iSlothful  Euiojjeans  came  amongst  them.  They 
had  on  no  part  of  the  American  Continent,  or  in 
any  of  the  Islands,  either  Horses  or  Asses,  Cam- 
els, Dromedaries  or  Elephants,  to  ease  the  Legs 
of  the  Original  Inhabitants,  or  to  lighten  their 
Ijaboui'. 

Indeed,  in  IS<mth  America,  and  particularly  in 
Chili,  they  have  a  useful  animal  call'd  "■  paco." 
This  creature  resendjles  a  Sheep  pretty  much; 
oidy  in  the  Length  of  the  Neck,  and  tiguie  of  the 
Head,  it  is  more  like  a  Camel.  It  is  veiy  near  as 
high  as  the  ass,  and  the  Indians  there  make  use  of 
it  for  carrying  moderate  Burthens. 

The  Fleece  that  grows  upon  it  is  verj'  Valuable 
for  the  fineness,  length  and  Glossiness  of  the 
Wool.  It  has  one  lemarkable  Singularity,  that 
the  Hoofs  of  its  fore-feet  have  thiee  Clefts,  and 
those  behind  no  more  than  one.  The  Flesh  of  this 
Animal  is  something  di'ier  than  oui-  Mutton,  but 
altogethei'  as  well  tasted. 

When  it  is  Angry,  it  has  no  way  of  resenting 
its  wrongs,  but  by  spitting  in  the  Face  of  those 
that  provoke  it:  and  if  the  Spawl  hap[)en  to  light 
on  the  bare  Skin  of  any  Pei'son,  it  first  creates  an 
Itching,  and  afterwards  a  Scab,  if  no  Remedy  be 
applied.  The  way  to  manage  these  pacos,  and 
make  them  tractable,   is,   to   bore  a  hole  in  their 
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ears,  through   which  they  put  a   Rope,  and   tlien 
guide  them  just  as  tliey  please. 

In  Chili,  they  Avear  a  beautiful  kiud  of  Stuff, 
with  thread  nuule  of  this  Creature's  Wool,  wliicli 
has  a  Gloss  Superior  to  any  Caudet,  and  is  sold 
veiy  dear  in  that  couutiy. 

(J.  The  Difliculty  of  finding  the  Horses  among  the 
tall  Canes  made  it  late  before  we  deeampt.  We 
traversed  very  hilly  Grounds,  but  to  make  amends 
it  was  pretty  clear  of  Underwocjd. 

We  avoided  crossing  the  Dan  twice  by  taking  a 
Compass  round  the  ])ent  of  it.  Tiiere  was  no  pass- 
ing by  the  angle  of  the  River  Avithout  halting  a 
moment  to  entertain  our  Eyes  again  with  that 
Charming  Prospect.  When  that  pleasuie  was 
over  we  proceeded  to  Sable  Creek,  and  encamped  a 
little  to  the  East  of  it. 

The  Rivei-  thereabouts  had  a  charming  effect, 
its  Banks  being  adoi'n'd  vvitii  green  canes,  sixteen 
feet  high,  which  make  a  Spring  all  the  year,  as 
well  as  plenty  of  Forage  all  the  Winter. 

One  of  the  Men  wounded  an  Ohl  liuck,  that  was 
gray  with  years,  and  seem'd  by  the  Ueveieud 
Marks  he  bore  upon  him,  to  confirm  the  cnnvnt 
Opinion  of  that  animal's  Longevity.  The  Smart 
of  his  Wounds  made  him  not  only  turn  upon  tlie 
Dogs,  but  likewise  pmsue  them  to  some  Distance 
with  great  Fiiiy. 

However  he  got  away  at  last,  though  by  the 
blood  that  issued  from  his  Wound  he  could  not 
run  far  before  he  fell,  and  without  doid)t  made 
a   comfoitable   I'epast    for   the    wolves.      However 
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the  Indian  had  better  Fortune,  and  snj)ply'd  us 
with  a  fat  J)oe,  and  a  young  Hear  two  years 
old.  At  tliat  Age  they  are  in  tlieii-  Prime,  and,  if 
they  be  fat  withal,  they  are  a  Morsel  for  a  Car- 
dinal. 

All  the  Land  we  Travell'd  over  this  day,  and 
the  day  before,  that  is  to  say  from  the  river  Irvin 
to  Sable  Ci'eek,  is  exeeedingly  I'ich,  both  on  the 
Virginia  Side  of  the  Jjine,  and  that  of  Carolina.' 
Besides  whole  Forests  of  Canes,  that  adorn  the 
Banks  of  the  River  and  Creeks  thereabouts,  the 
fertility  of  the  Soil  throws  out  such  a  Quantity  of 
Winter  (xrass,  that  Horses  and  Cattle  might  kee[) 
themselves  in  Ileait  all  the  cold  Season  without 
the  help  of  any  Fodder.  Nor  have  the  low 
(Jrounds  only  this  advantage,  but  likcAvise  the 
Higher  J^and,  and  particularly  that  wliich  we  call 
the  Highland  Pond,  which  is  two  miles  Inroad,  and 
of  a  length  unknown. 

I  question  not  but  there  ai"e  .*}(),()()()  Acres  at 
least,  lying  Altogether,  as  fertile  as  the  Lands 
were  said  to  be  about  Babylon,  which  yielded,  if 
Herodotus  tells  us  light,  an  Inci'ease  of  no  less 
that  2  or  300  for  one.  IJut  this  hath  the  xVdvantage 
of  being  a  higher,  and  consequently  a  much  heal- 
thier. Situation  than  that.  So  that  a  Colony  of  1000 
families  might,  with  the  help  of  Modei'ate  Indus- 
try, pass  their  time  very  happily  thei'e. 

'It    was    this    tract    of  land  called  it  "The  Land  of  Eden"  ; 

which   Byrd   bouglit   from   the  but  whtni  ho  surveyed  his  tract 

North  Carolina  coinmissioners,  he  found  n,  good  deal  of  it  was 

to  whom  it  was  granted  in  pay-  liighland  and  by  no  means  very 

ment  for  their  services.     Hyrd  attractive.— Editor. 
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Besides  grazing  and  Tillage,  which  would 
abundantly  compensate  their  Labour,  they  might 
plant  Vineyards  upon  the  Hills,  in  whicli  Situation 
the  lichest  Wines  aie  always  produc'd. 

They  might  also  pi'opagate  white  Mulbeiiy 
Trees,  which  thrive  exceedingly  in  this  climate,  in 
order  to  the  feeding  of  silk-worms,  and  making  of 
Raw  Silk. 

They  might  too  produce  Hemp,  Flax  and  Cotton, 
in  what  quantity  they  pleas'd,  not  only  for  their 
own  use,  but  likewise  for  Sale.  Then  they  might 
raise  very  plentiful  Orchards,  of  both  Peaches  and 
Apples,  which  contribute  as  imich  as  any  Fruit  to 
the  Luxury  of  Life.  There  is  no  Soil  or  Climate 
will  yield  better  Kice  than  this,  which  is  a  Grain 
of  prodigious  Inci'ease,  and  of  very  wholesome 
Nourishment.  In  short  every  thing  will  grow 
plentifully  here  to  supply  either  the  AVants  or 
AVantonness  of  Man. 

Nor  can  I  so  much  as  wish  that  the  more  tender 
Vegeta])les  might  grow  here,  such  as  Orange, 
Lemon,  and  Olive  Trees,  because  then  we  shou'd 
lose  the  nmch  greater  benefit  of  the  brisk  Noith- 
West  AVinds,  which  purge  the  Air,  and  swee[) 
away  all  the  Malignant  Fevers,  which  hover  ovei' 
countries  that  are  always  wai'ui. 

The  Soil  wou'd  also  want  the  advantages  of 
Frost,  and  Snow,  which  by  tlieir  Nitrous  I'articles 
contribute  not  a  little  to  its  Fertility.  Besides  the 
Inhabitants  wou'd  be  depriv'd  of  the  Variety  and 
Sweet  Vicissitude  of  the  Season,  which  is  much 
more  deliyfhtful  than  one  dull  and  Constant  Sue- 
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cession  of  Warm  Weatlier,  divei'sify'd  only  )jy 
Kain  and  Sun  iShine. 

There  is  also  another  convenience,  that  happens 
to  tliis  counti-y  by  cold  weather  —  it  destroys  a 
i^reat  Number  of  Snakes,  antl  othei-  Venomous 
Reptiles,  and  troublesome  Insects,  or  at  least  lays 
them  to  Sleep  for  Several  Months,  which  otherwise 
would  annoy  us  the  whole  year  round,  &  nuiltiply 
beyond  all  -Enduring. 

Though  Oranges  and  Lemons  are  desirable 
Fruits,  and  Usefull  enough  in  many  Cases,  yet, 
when  the  Want  of  thcju  is  Sup]jly'd  by  others  more 
useful,  we  have  no  cause  to  coaiplain. 

There  is  no  climate  that  produces  every  thing, 
since  the  Deluge  AVrencht  the  Poles  of  the  World 
out  of  their  Place,  nor  is  it  lit  it  shou'd  be  so,  be- 
cause it  is  the  Mutual  Supply  one  country  receives 
from  another,  which  creates  a  mutiud  Traffic  and 
Intercourse  amongst  men.  And  in  Truth,  were  it 
not  for  the  correspondence,  in  order  to  make  up 
for  each  other's  Wants,  the  Wars  betwixt  Bor- 
dering Nations,  like  those  of  the  Indians  and  other 
bai-barous  People,  wou'd  be  perpetual  and  irrecon- 
cileable. 

As  to  Olive  Trees,  I  know  by  Experience  they 
will  never  stand  the  Sharpness  of  our  AVinters,  but 
their  Place  may  be  Supply'd  by  the  Plant  call'd 
Sessanmn,  which  yields  an  infinite  quantity  of  large 
Seed,  from  whence  a  Sweet  Oyl  is  prest,  that  is 
very  wholesome  and  in  use  amongst  the  People  of 
Lesser  Asia.  Likewise  it  is  us'd  in  Egypt,  piefer- 
ably  to  oyl  olive,  being  not  so  apt  to  make  those 
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that  eat  it  Constantly  break  out  into  Scabs,  as  they 
do  in  many  parts  of  Italy.  This  woukl  grow  very 
kindly  here,  and  has  already  been  planted  witli 
good  Success  in  North  Carolina,  by  way  of  Ex- 
periment. 

7.  After  crossing  the  Dan,  we  made  a  maich  of 
8  miles,  over  Hills  and  Dales  as  far  as  the  next 
Ford  of  that  l{i\  er.  And  now  we  were  by  Prac- 
tice become  such  very  able  Footmen,  that  we  easily 
outwalkt  our  Horses,  and  cou'd  have  marcht  much 
farther,  had  it  not  been  in  pity  to  their  AVeakness. 
Besides  here  was  plenty  of  Canes,  which  was 
reason  enough  to  make  us  Shorten  our  Journey. 
Our  Gunnel's  did  great  Execution  as  they  went 
along,  killing  no  less  than  two  IJrace  of  Deei,  and 
as  many  Wild  Turkeys. 

Though  Practice  will  soon  make  a  man  of  toler- 
able Vigour  an  able  Footman,  yet,  as  a  Jlelp  to 
bear  Fatigue  I  us'd  to  chew  a  Root  of  Ginseng  as 
I  Walk't  along.  This  kept  up  my  Spirits,  and 
made  me  trip  away  as  nimbly  in  my  half  Jack- 
Jioots  as  younger  men  cou'd  in  their  Shoes.  This 
Plant  is  in  high  Esteem  in  China,  where  it  sells 
for  its  Weight  in  Silver.  Indeed  it  does  not  grow 
thei'e,  but  in  the  Mountains  of  Tartary,  to  which 
Place  the  emperor  of  China  Sends  ] 0,000  Men 
every  Yeai-  on  purpose  to  gather  it.  But  it  giows 
so  scattering  there,  that  even  so  many  hands  can 
biing  home  no  great  Quantity.  Indeed  it  is  a 
Vegetable  of  so  many  vertues,  that  Pi-ovidence 
has  planted  it  very  thiji  in  evei-y  Counti-y  that  has 
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the  happiness  to  produce  it.  Noi'  indeed  is  Man- 
kind ^\<)^thy  of  so  great  a  Blessing-,  since  Health 
and  long  Jvife  are  eomnioidy  Alius'd  to  ill  Pui- 
poses.  This  noI)le  Plant  grows  likewise  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  it  is  Call'd  kanna,  and 
is  in  wonderful  Esteem  among  the  Hottentots.  It 
grows  also  on  the  northern  continent  of  Amei'ica, 
near  the  Mountains,  hut  as  Sparingly  as  Truth  & 
Puhlic  Spirit.  It  answei-s  exactly  hoth  to  the  Fig- 
ure and  vertues  of  that  which  grows  in  Tartaiy,  so 
that  there  can  he  no  (loul)t  of  its  })cing  the  Sanir. 

Its  vertues  are,  that  it  gives  an  uncouuuon 
AVarmth  and  A^igour  to  the  Blood,  and  fiisks  the 
Spirits,  I)eyond  any  other  Cordial.  It  cheai'S  the 
Heart  even  of  a  IVIan  that  has  a  had  AVife,  and 
makes  him  look  down  with  great  Composui'e  on 
the  crosses  of  the  AVorld.  It  i)i'omotes  insensi))le 
Perspiration,  dissolves  all  Phlegmatick  and  A^scous 
Humours,  that  are  ajjt  to  ohstruct  the  Narrow 
channels  of  the  Nerves.  It  helps  the  Menioiy, 
and  would  quicken  even  Helvetian  dullness.  'Tis 
friendly  to  the  Lungs,  much  more  than  Scolding 
itself.  It  comfoi'ts  the  Stomach,  and  Strengthens 
thi'  Bowels,  preventing  all  Colieks  and  Fluxes.  In 
one  Word,  it  Avill  make  a  Man  live  a  great  while, 
and  very  well  while  he  does  live.  And  what  is 
more,  it  will  even  make  Old  Age  amiahle,  hy  ren- 
dering it  lively,  chearful,  and  good-humourM. 
However  'tis  of  little  use  in  the  Feats  of  Love,  as 
a  gi'eat  prince  once  found,  who  hearing  of  its  in- 
vigorating Quality,  sent  as  far  as  China  for  some 
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«»f  it,  though   his   hxdys    coul.l    not  boast  of   ni.v 
Advantage  thei-ehy.' 

AVe  gave  tlie  Iiulian  the  Skins  of  all  the  Deer 
that  he  Shot  himself,  aiul  the  Afen  the  Skins  of 
what  they  KillM.  And  every  Evening  after  the 
l^ii-es  wei-e  made,  they  streteht  them  very  ti-ht 
upon  Sticks,  and  dry'd  them.  This,  by  a  Noetui'- 
i>nl  Fne,  appear'd  at  first  a  very  odd  Spectacle, 
evei-y  thing  being  ,lark  and  gloomy  ronj.,1  abont. 
Alter  they  are  Di'y'd  in  this  mannei-  they  may  be 
folded  up  without  Damage,  till  they  coine  to  1„. 
dress'd  according  to  Art. 

The  Indians  di-ess  them  with  Deer's  Brains   and 
so  do  the  English  he.'e  by  their  example.      For  Kx- 
lH^<lit)on's  Sake  they  often  Stretch  their  Skins  over 
Sn.oak  ,n  order  to  dry  them,  M'hich  makes  them 
smell  so  disagreeably  that  a  Kat  nmst  have  a  goo.l 
Stomach  to  gnaw  them  in  that  condition-   nay   'tis 
said,  while  that  Perfume  continues   in  a  Pair  of 
Leathei-  lireeches,  the  Person  whoAveai-s  them  will 
be  ni  no  Danger  of  that  Villainous  little  insect  the 
French    call    Morpion.     And  now  I  an.  upon  the 
subject  of  Insects,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  men- 
tion   some  few  Remedies  against    those    that  are 
most  Vexatious  in  this  Climate.     There  are  two 
Sorts  without  Doors,  that  are  great  Nuisances,  the 
J.kes,  and  the  lb,rse  Flies.     The  Tikes  are  eithei' 
i)eer-tikes,  or  those  that  annoy  the  Cattle      The 
first  kind  are  long,  a.ul  take  a  ve.-y  Strong  Gripe 
being  most  in  remote  Woods,  ab(,ve  the  Inhabitants' 

article  of  trade  in  some  of  the  interior  counties.-EDrroK. 
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The  other  are  rouiul,  ;iiul  more  j^enerally  insinu- 
ate themselves  into  the  Flesh,  being  in  all  places 
where  Cattle  are  frequent.  Both  these  kSorts  are 
apt  to  be  ti'oiiblesonie  during  the  Warm  Season, 
but  have  such  an  avei'sion  to  Penny  Royal,  that 
they  will  attack  no  Part  that  is  rubbM  with  the 
rJnice  of  that  fragrant  Vegetable.  Ami  a  Strong 
Decoction  of  this  is  likewise  the  most  effectual 
Remedy  against  Seed-tikes,  which  bury  themselves 
in  youi-  Legs,  when  they  are  so  snudl  you  can 
hardly  discern  them  without  a  Mickoscoi'e. 

The  Horse  Flies  are  not  only  a  great  (Jrievance 
to  Horses,  but  likewise  to  those  that  jide  them. 
These  little  Vixons  confine  themselves  chiefly  to 
the  Woods,  and  are  most  in  moist  Places.  Tho' 
this  Insect  be  no  bigger  than  an  Ordinary  Fly,  it 
bites  very  Smartly,  darting  its  little  ]*roboscis  into 
the  Skin  the  instant  it  lights  upon  it.  These  are 
offensive  only  in  the  hot  months,  and  in  the  Day 
time,  when  they  are  a  great  Nuisance  to  Tra\'el- 
lers;  insonuich  that  it  is  no  Wonder  they  wei'e  for- 
merly employed  for  one  of  the  I'lagnes  of  Fgypt. 
lint  Dittany,  which  is  to  be  had  in  the  Woods  all 
the  while  those  Insects  renuiiu  in  Vigor,  is  a  Sure 
Defense  against  them.  For  this  purpose,  if  you 
stick  a  Bunch  of  it  on  the  Head-Stall  of  your 
Bridle,  they  will  be  sure  to  keep  a  lespectfid 
Distance. 

Thus,  in  what  part  of  the  Woods  soevei'  any 
thing  mischievous  or  troublesome  is  found,  kind 
Providence  is  sure  to  provide  a  Remedy.  And 
'tis    ]jrobably    one  great    Reason    why    (Jod    was 
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pirtis'd  to  create  these,  and  many  other  Vexations 
Animals,  tliat  Men  sho'il  exercise  their  Wits  and 
Indnstiy,  to  g-nard  themselves  against  them. 

Jiears'  Oyl  is  usetl  by  the  Indians  as  a  Gen- 
eral Defence,  against  every  Species  of  Vermin. 
Among  the  rest,  they  say  it  keeps  both  Jings  and 
Mns(|uelas  from  assaulting  their  Persons,  Avliicli 
won'd  otherwise  devour  Such  uncleanly  I'eople. 
Yet  Jiears'  (irease  has  no  sti'ong  Smell,  as  that 
Tlant  had  which  the  Egyptians  formerly  usM 
agaiust  nuisquetas,  resejubling  oui-  palma  Christi, 
the  Juice  of  which  smelled  so  disagreeably,  that 
the  Remedy  was  worse  than  the  Disease. 

Against  musquetas,  in  Egypt,  the  Kicher  Sort 
us'd  to  buikl  lofty  Towers,  Avith  lJed-chand)ers  in 
the  Tops  of  them,  that  they  might  rest  undis- 
luibed.  'Tis  certain  that  these  Insects  are  no  High 
Fliers,  because  their  Wings  are  weak  and  their 
Bodies  so  light,  that  if  they  mount  nevei'  so  little, 
the  wind  blows  tliem  (piite  away  from  theii-  Course, 
and  they  become  an  easy  prey  to  the  Martins,  East 
Jndia  Bats,  and  other  liii-ds  that  tly  about  in  con- 
tinual Quest  of  them. 

8.  As  we  had  twice  more  to  cross  the  Dan  over 
two  fords,  that  lay  no  more  than  7  miles  fiom  each 
other,  we  judg'd  the  Distance  wou'd  not  ))e  nuich 
greater  to  go  i-ound  the  Bent  of  it.  Accordingly 
we  sent  the  Indian  and  two  white  Men  that  way, 
who  came  up  with  us  in  the  Evening,  after  fetch- 
ing a  compass  of  about  12  IVIiles. 

They  told  us  that,  about  a  mile  from  oui-  last 
Camp,  they  passetl   a  creek   fortify'd   with   Steep 
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Cliffs,  Avhich  therefore  gain'd  the  name  of  Cliff 
Creek.  Near  ;}  miles  beyond  that  they  forded  a 
Second  Creek,  on  the  Maigin  of  which  grew  abnn- 
dance  of  Tall  canes  and  this  was  call'd  Ilix's  creek, 
from  one  of  the  Discoverei's.  Between  these  two 
creeks  lies  a  level  of  exceeding  I'ich  J^and,  fnll  of 
large  Trees,  and  cover'd  with  black  Monld,  as 
frnitfnl,  if  we  believe  them,  as  that  which  is  yearly 
ovei'flowM  by  the  Nile. 

We  who  marched  the  nearest  way  npon  the  Line 
fonnd  the  Gronnd  rising  and  falling  between  the 
two  Fords  of  the  Dan,  which  almost  bioke  onr 
own  Wind,  and  the  Hearts  of  onr  fhided  Palfreys. 
When  we  had  passed  the  last  Ft)rd,  it  Avas  a  Sen- 
sible Joy  to  lind  onrselves  Safe  ovei'  all  the  Watei'S 
tliat  might  cnt  off  onr  Ketreat.  And  we  had  the 
greater  Reason  to  be  Thankfull,  because  so  late  in 
the  Year  it  was  very  unusual  to  lind  the  i-ivers  .so 
i'ordable. 

We  catcht  a  large  Tarapin  in  the  River,  which 
is  one  kind  of  Turtle.  The  flesh  of  it  is  whole- 
some, and  good  for  Consumptive  People.  It  lays 
a  great  Number  of  Eggs,  not  larger  but  rounder 
than  those  of  Pigeons.  These  are  Soft,  but 
withal  so  tough  that  'tis  diflieult  to  break  them,  yet 
are  very  Sweet  and  invigorating,  so  that  some 
Wives  reconnnend  them  earnestly  to  their  Hus- 
bands. 

One  of  the  Men,  by  an  Ovei'strain,  had  uidiap- 
pily  got  a  Running  of  the  Reins,  for  which  1  gave 
him  every  Morning  a  little  Sweet  Cunnn  dissolved 
in  Water,  with  good  success.     This  gunun  distils 


216  COLONEL    WILLIAM    liYKl)       [1728,  Nov. 

from  a  large  Tree,  call'd  the  Sweet-duui  Tree, 
very  Comiuon  in  Yirginia,  and  is  as  liealing  in  its 
Virtue  as  Balm  of  Gilead,  or  the  Balsams  of  Tolii 
and  of  Peru.  It  is  likewise  a  most  Agreeable  j)ar- 
fume,  very  little  inferioi-  to  Ambergris. 

And  now  I  have  niention'd  Ambergris,  1  hope  it 
will  not  be  thought  an  nnprotitable  digi-ession,  to 
give  a  faithful  Aeeount  how  it  is  produced,  in 
Order  to  reconcile  the  various  Opinions  concei'ning 
it.  It  is  now  certainly  found  to  ))e  the  Dung  of 
the  Sper  Maceti  Whale,  which  is  at  first  very  black 
and  unsavoury,  lint  after  having  l>een  waslit  for 
some  Months  in  the  Sea,  and  blanch'd  in  Ihe  Snii, 
it  comes  at  length  to  be  of  a  Gray  colour,  and  tVom 
a  most  offensive  Smell,  contracts  the  finest  fra- 
grancy  in  the  Woild. 

Besides  the  PVagrancy  of  this  Aninuil  Substance, 
'tis  a  vei-y  rich  and  iiuutcent  C'ordial,  which  raises 
the  spirits  without  Stupifying  them  afterwards,  like 
Opium,  or  intoxicating  them  like  Wine.  The  Ani- 
mal Spirits  are  amazingly  refreshed  by  this  Cor- 
dial, without  the  Danger  of  any  ill  consecpience, 
and  if  Husbands  were  now  and  then  to  dissolve  a 
little  of  it  in  their  Brf)th,  their  (Jonsoi-ts  might  be 
the  better  for  it,  as  well  as  themselves.  In  the 
liahama  Islands  (where  a  great  Quantity  is  found, 
by  reason  the  Sperma  ('eti  Whales  resort  Ihilher 
continually,)  it  is  us'd  as  an  Antidote  against  the 
Venomous  Fish  which  abound  thereabouts,  where- 
with the  People  are  apt  to  Poison  themselves. 

We  are  not  only  oblig'd  to  that  Whale  for  this 
rich   parfume,  but  also  foi-  the  Sper  Maceti  itself, 
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which  is  the  Fat  of  that  Fish's  Head  boil'd  and 
jnirg''d  IVoiii  all  its  iinpuritys.  AVhat  remains  is  of 
a  l)alsaniifk  aiul  detersive  Quality,  very  friendly 
to  tJie  jjungs,  and  usefull  in  many  other  C'ases. 

The  Indian  had  kilPd  a  fat  Doe  in  the  compass 
he  took  round  the  li]lbow  of  the  Kiver,  hut  was 
content  to  l^i'ime  it  only,  ))y  reason  it  was  too 
far  off  to  lug  the  whole  Carcass  upon  his  Back. 
This,  and  a  Jirace  of  Wild  Turkeys  which  our 
Men  had  Shot,  made  up  all  oui-  Bill  of  Fare  this 
Evening,  but  could  only  afford  a  I'hilosophical 
Meal  to  so  many  craving  Stomachs. 

The  Horses  were  now  so  lean  that  any  thing 
would  gall  those  that  carry'd  the  least  Burthen; 
no  Wonder  then  if  Several  of  them  had  sore 
Backs,  especially  now  the  Pads  of  the  Saddles 
and  I'acks  were  pressM  Hat  with  long  and  con- 
stant Use.  This  would  have  been  another  Mis- 
fortune, had  we  not  been  provided  with  an  easy 
liemedy  foi-  it. 

One  of  the  Connnissioners,  believing  that  Such 
Accidents  might  happen  in  a  far  Journey,  had  fur- 
iiisht  himself  with  Plastei's  of  Strong  Glue  sjMcad 
pi-(tty  thick.  We  laid  on  these,  after  making 
them  running  hot,  which.  Sticking  fast,  never  fell 
off  till  the  Sore  was  pei'fectly  heal'd.  In  the 
mean  time  it  defended  the  part  so  well,  that  the 
Sadille  might  bear  upon  it  without  Danger  of 
further  Injury. 

9.  We  reckoned  ourselves  now  pretty  well  out 
of  the  I^atitude  of  Bears,  to  the  great  Grief  of 
most    of    the    company.       There    was    Still    Mast 
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enough  left  in  the  Woods  to  keep  the  Bears  i'roni 
(h'awing  so  near  to  the  Inhabitants.  They  like 
not  the  neighbourhood  of  Merciless  Man,  till 
Famine  compels  them  to  it.  They  are  all  Hlack 
in  this  part  of  the  World,  and  so  is  their  Dung, 
but  it  Avill  make  Liinien  white,  ])eing  tolerably 
good  Soap,  without  auy  Preparation  but  only 
di-ying. 

These  Bears  are  of  a  Moderate  Size,  whereas 
within  the  Polar  Circles  they  are  white,  and  umcli 
large)'.  Those  of  the  Southern  Parts  of  Muscovy 
are  of  a  Russet  Coloni-,  but  among  the  Sa- 
MOEiDS,  as  well  as  in  GiM'.kni.and  and  Nova 
Zkmbi.a,  they  ai-e  as  white  as  the  snow  they  con- 
verse with,  and  by  some  Accounts  are  as  large  as 
a  Moderate  Ox. 

The  Excessive  Cold  of  that  Climate  sets  their 
Appetites  so  Sharp,  that  they  will  Attack  a  Man 
without  Ceremony,  and  even  climb  up  a  Ship's  Side 
to  come  at  him.  They  range  about  and  are  very 
Mischievous  all  the  time  the  Sun  is  above  the  Ho- 
rizon, which  is  something  more  than  Five  Months; 
but  after  the  Sun  is  Set  for  the  rest  of  the  Year, 
they  retire  into  Holes,  or  bury  themselves  under 
the  Snow,  and  Sleep  away  the  Dai-k  Season  with- 
out any  Sustenance  at  all.  'Tis  pitty  our  Beggais 
and  I'ickpockets  Cou'd  not  do  the  Same. 

Our  Jouiuiey  this  day  was  above  12  Miles,  and 
more  than  half  the  way  terribly  ham[)ei'd  with 
Bushes.  We  tii"'d  another  Horse,  which  we  were 
oblig'd  to  leave  two  miles  short  of  where  we  Fn- 
campt,  and  indeed  Several  otheis  were  ujjon  the 
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Cai-een  almost  every  Step.  Now  we  wanted  one 
of  tliose  celebrated  Musicians  of  Antiquity,  who, 
they  tell  us,  among  many  other  Wonders  of  their 
Art,  cou'd  play  an  air  which,  by  its  Animateing- 
Briskness  wou'd  make  a  Jaded  Horse  caper  and 
curvet  nuich  better  than  any  Whip,  Spur,  or  even 
than  Swearing.  Tho'  I  fear  ovu'  poor  Beasts  were 
so  harast  that  it  wou'd  have  been  beyond  the  Skill 
of  Orpheus  himself  so  nuich  as  to  make  them 
prick  up  their  ears. 

For  Pioof  of  the  Marvellous  Power  of  Music 
among  the  Ancients,  some  Historians  say,  that  one 
of  those  Skilful  Masters  took  upon  him  to  make 
the  great  Alexander  start  yp  from  his  Seat,  and 
handle  his  Javelin,  whether  he  would  or  not,  by 
the  foi'ce  of  a  sprightly  Tune,  which  he  knew  how 
to  play  to  Him.  The  King  ordered  the  mau  to 
bring  his  Instrument,  and  then  fixing  himself 
fii'mly  in  his  chair,  and  determining  not  to  Stir,  he 
bade  him  to  Strike  up  as.  soon  as  he  pleas'd.  The 
Musician  obey'd,  antl  presently  rous'd  the  Hero's 
Spirits  with  such  Warlike  Notes,  that  he  was  con- 
strain'd,  in  Spite  of  all  his  Resolution,  to  spring  up 
and  Hy  to  his  Javelin  with  gi-eat  martial  Fuiy. 

We  can  the  easier  credit  these  Prophane  Stoi-ies 
by  what  we  find  recorded  in  the  Oracles  of  Ti'uth, 
where  we  are  told  the  Wonders  David  performed 
by  Sweetly  touching  his  Harp.  He  nuule  nothing 
of  driving  the  Evil  Spiiit  out  of  Saul,  tho'  a  cer- 
tain rabbi  assui'es  us  he  could  not  do  so  nnich  by 
his  Wife,  MrciiAL,  when  she  happen'd  to  be  in 
her  Ayrs. 
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The  greatest  Instance  we  have  of  the  l\)wer  of 
Modern  Mnsie  is  that  which  cures  those  who  in 
Italy  ai-e  bitten  l)y  the  little  Spidei-  called  tlie  Ta- 
lantula.  The  whole  method  of  which  is  perforni'd 
in  the  following  niannei'. 

In  Apulia  it  is  a  conunon  Misfoitune  for  People 
to  he  l)itten  by  the  Taiaiituhi,  and  most  about 
Taranto  and  (Jallipoli.  This  is  a  gray  spider,  nol 
very  hu'ge,  with  a  narrow  Streak  of  white  along 
the  Back.  It  is  no  wonder  there  are  many  of 
these  A'^illanous  Insects,  because,  by  a  Kidicidous 
Superstition  'tis  accounted  gi-eat  Inhumanity  to 
kill  them.  They  believe,  it  seems,  that  if  the 
Spider  come  to  a  A'^iolent  Death,  all  those  who  had 
been  bitten  by  it  will  certainly  have  a  Return  of 
their  Frenzy  every  Yeai'  as  long  as  they  live.  Hut 
if  it  dye  a  Natui'al  Death,  the  Patient  will  have  a 
chance  to  recover  in  two  oi'  thi'ee  Years. 

The  Bite  of  the  tarantula  gives  no  moi'e  pain 
than  the  Bite  of  a  musqueta,  and  makes  little  or 
no  inllamation  on  the  Pait,  especially  when  the 
Disaster  happens  in  April  or  May;  but,  its  Yenom 
encreasing  with  the  Heat  of  the  Season,  has  more 
fatal  Consequences  in  July  and  August.  The 
Persons  who  are  so  unhappy  as  to  be  bitten  in 
those  Wai'm  Months,  fall  down  on  the  Place  in  a 
few  Minutes,  and  lye  senseless  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  when  they  come  to  themselves  feel  hoi- 
I'ible  Pains,  are  very  Sick  at  their  Stomachs,  and 
in  a  Short  time  break  out  into  foul  Sores;  but  those 
who  are  bitten  in  the  Milder  Months  have  muc'li 
gentler  Symptoms.     They   are    longer   before   the 
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Distemper  Shows  itself,  and  then  they  have  a  small 
Disorder  in  their  Senses,  are  a  little  sick,  and  per- 
haps have  some  Moderate  Jireakings-out. 

However,  in  hoLli  eases,  the  l*atient  keeps  upon 
the  lied,  not  earinj^  to  stir,  till  he  is  I'ous'd  hy  a 
I'une,  propel'  lor  his  particidai"  case.  Therefoi'e, 
as  soon  as  the  Symptoms  discover  themselves,  a 
Tarantula  Doctor  is  sent  for,  who,  after  viewing- 
carefully  the  condition  of  the  Person,  Hi-st  tries 
one  Tune  and  then  another,  until  he  is  so  fortunate 
as  to  hit  the  Phrenetic  tuiii  of  the  Patient.  No 
sooner  does  this  ha[)pen  but  he  begins  to  Wag  a 
linger,  then  a  Hand,  and  afterwards  a  Foot,  till  at 
last  he  springs  up  and  dances  Round  the  Room, 
with  a  Surprising  Agility,  rolling  his  Eyes  and 
looking  wild  the  whole  time.  This  dancing-Fit 
lasts  commonly  about  25  minutes,  by  which  time 
he  will  be  all  in  a  Lather.  Then  he  sits  down,  falls 
a  laughing,  and  leturns  to  his  Senses.  So  Plenti- 
ful a  Perspiration  discharges  so  much  of  the  Venom 
as  will  keep  off  the  Return  of  the  Distemper  foi'  a 
whole  Year.  Then  it  will  Visit  Him  again,  and 
nuist  be  remov'd  in  the  Same  Merry  Manner.  ]iut 
three  dancing  liouts  will  do  the  Business,  unless, 
l)eradventui'e,  the  Spider,  accoriling  to  the  Vnlgai- 
Notion,  has  been  put  to  a  Violent  Death. 

The  Tunes  Play'd  to  expel  this  Whimsical 
Disorder,  are  of  the  Jigg-kind,  and  exceed  not 
15  in  nund)e]-.  The  Apulians  ai-e  frequently 
dancing  off  the  Effects  of  this  Poison,  and  no 
Remedy  is  more  conunonly  apply'd  to  any  other 
Distemper  elsewhere,  than  those  Spi'ightly  Tunes 
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are  to  the  Bite  of  the  Taraiituhi  in  that  part  of 
Italy. 

It  is  remarkal)le  that  these  Spiders  have  a  <^reater 
Spight  to  the  Natives  of  tlie  Phice  than  they  liave 
to  Strangers,  aiul  Women  are  oftenei'  bitten  than 
Men.  Tho'  there  may  be  a  Reason  for  the  last, 
because  Women  are  more  confin'd  to  the  House, 
where  these  Spyders  keep,  and  their  coats  make 
them  liable  to  Attacks  unseen,  whereas  the  Men 
can  more  easily  discover,  and  brush  them  off  their 
Legs.  Nevertheless,  both  Sexes  are  cur'd  the 
Same  way,  and  thereby  Show  the  Wonderful 
Effects  of  Music. 

Considering  how  far  we  had  walkt,  and  conse- 
quently how  hungry  we  were,  we  found  but  Short 
commons  when  we  came  to  our  (Quarters.  One 
Brace  of  Turkeys  was  all  the  Game  we  cou'd  meet 
with,  which  almost  needed  a  Miracle  to  enalde 
them  to  Sullicc  so  many  Voracious  Appetites. 
However,  they  just  made  a  Shift  to  keep  Famine, 
and  consequently  Mutiny,  out  of  the  (Janip.  At 
Night  we  lodg'd  upon  the  Banks  of  liuffalo  Creek, 
where  none  of  us  cou'd  complain  of  loss  of  Kest, 
for  having  eaten  too  heavy  and  Luxurious  a 
Sujjper. 

10.  In  a  Dearth  of  Provisions  our  Chaplain  pro- 
nounc'd  it  lawful  to  nuike  bold  with  the  Sabbath, 
and  send  a  Party  out  a-IIunting.  They  (ired  the 
Dry  Leaves  in  a  Ring  of  five  Miles'  circumference, 
which,  burning  inwards,  drove  all  the  Game  to  the 
Centre,  where  they  were  easily  killed. 

It  is  really  a  pitiful  Sight  to  see  the  exti'eme 
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Distress  the  poor  deer  are  in,  when  they  find  tiieni- 
selves  Surrounded  with  this  Cii'cle  of  Fire;  tliey 
weep  and  Groan  like  a  Iliunan  Creature,  yet  ean't 
move  the  eompassion  of  those  hard-hearted  People, 
who  are  about  to  nnirder  them.  Tiiis  unmereil'ul 
Sport  is  called  Fire  Hunting,  and  is  much  piactic'il 
by  the  Indians  and  Frontier  Inhabitants,  who 
sometimes,  in  the  Eagerness  of  their  Divei'sion, 
are  I'unish't  for  their  cruelty,  and  are  hurt  by  one 
another  when  they  Shoot  across  at  the  Deer  which 
are  in  the  JNliddle. 

What  the  Indians  do  now  by  a  Circle  of  Fire, 
the  ancient  Persians  performed  foi'nierly  by  a  cii'cle 
of  Men:  and  tlic  same  is  practis'd  at  this  day  in 
Germany  upon  extraordinary  Occasions,  when  any 
of  the  Princes  of  the  Empire  have  a  Mind  to  make 
a  General  Hunt,  as  they  call  it.  At  such  times 
they  order  a  vast  Number  of  People  to  Surround  a 
whole  Territory.  Then  Marching  inwards  in  close 
Order,  they  at  last  force  all  the  Wild  IJeasts  into 
a  Narrow  Compass,  that  the  Prince  and  his  Com- 
pany may  have  the  Diversion  of  Slaughtering  as 
many  as  they  please  with  their  own  hands. 

Our  Hunters  massacred  two  Brace  of  Deer  after 
this  unfair  way,  of  which  they  brought  us  one 
Brace  whole,  and  only  the  Primings  of  the  lest. 
So  many  were  absent  on  this  Occasion,  tliat  we 
who  lemained  excusd  the  Ciiaplain  from  the 
Trouble  of  sj)ending  his  Spirits  by  Preaching  to  so 
thin  a  Congregation.  One  of  the  men,  who  had 
been  an  old  Indian  Tradei',  brought  me  a  Stem  of 
Silk  Grass,  which   was  about  as  big  as  my   little 
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Finger.  But,  being  so  late  in  the  Year  that  the 
Leaf  was  fallen  off,  1  am  not  able  to  deseribe  the 
Plant. 

The  Indians  use  it  in  all  their  little  Manufac- 
tures, twisting  a  Thread  of  it  that  is  prodigiously 
Strong.  Of  this  they  make  their  Baskets  and  the 
Aprons  which  theii-  Women  wear  about  theii-  Mid- 
dles, for  Deciency's  Sake.  These  are  long  enough 
to  wrap  quite  round  them  and  I'eaeli  down  lo  their 
Knees,  with  a  Fringe  on  the  untler  part  by  way  of 
Ornament. 

They  put  on  this  modest  covering  with  so  much 
art,  that  the  most  impertinent  curiosity  can't  in  the 
Negligentest  of  their  Motions  or  Postures  make 
the  least  discovery.  As  this  species  of  Silk  (ji'ass 
is  nuich  Stronger  than  Hemp,  I  make  no  doubt  but 
Sail  Cloth  and  Cordage  might  be  made  of  it  with 
considerable  Improvement. 

11.  We  had  all  been  so  refresht  by  oiu'  ilay  of 
rest,  that  we  decamj)'d  earlier  than  (Ordinary,  and 
passed  the  Several  Fords  of  Ilico  Kiver.  The 
Woods  were  thick  great  Part  of  this  Day's  Joui- 
ney,  so  that  we  were  forced  to  scutHe  hard  to 
advance  7  miles,  being  equal  in  fatigue  to  double 
that  distance  of  Cleai'  and  Open  Gi<mnds. 

AVe  took  up  our  Quarters  upon  Sugar-tree  Creek, 
in  the  same  camp  we  had  lain  in  when  we  came 
up,  and  happen'd  to  lie  enteitained  at  Supper  with 
a  Rarity  we  had  never  had  the  fortune  to  meet 
with  before,  during  the  whole  Fxpedition. 

A  little  wide  of  this  ei'eek,  one  of  the  men  had 
the  Luck  to  meet  with  a  Youu"-  Buffalo  of  two 
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Years  Old.  It  was  a  Bull,  which,  uotwithstancliiig 
he  was  no  older,  was  as  big  as  an  ordinary  Ox. 
His  Lej^s  are  very  thick  and  very  Shoit,  and  his 
Hoofs  exceeding  bioad.  His  Back  rose  into  a 
kind  of  Bunch  a  little  above  the  Shonlilers,  which 
T  believe  contributes  not  a  little  to  that  creatnie's 
enoinious  Strength.  His  Body  is  vastly  deei) 
from  the  shoulders  to  the  Brisket,  sonit-tinies  (i 
feet  in  those  that  ai'e  full  grown.  Tiie  portly  ligure 
of  this  Animal  is  disgrac'd  by  a  Shabby  little  Tail, 
not  above  12  Inches  long.  This  he  cocks  up  on 
end  whenever  he's  in  a  Passion,  and,  instead  of 
lowing  or  bellowing,  gi'unts  with  no  better  grace 
than  a  Hog. 

The  Hair  growing  on  his  Head  and  Neck  is 
long  and  Sliagged,  and  so  Soft  that  it  will  Spin 
into  Thread  not  unlike  Mohair,  which  might  be 
wove  into  a  Sort  of  Camlet.  Some  People  have 
Stockings  knit  of  it,  that  would  have  serv'd  an 
Tsraelite  during  his  forty  Years'  march  thro'  the 
Wilderness. 

Its  horns  are  short  and  Strong,  of  which  the  In- 
dians make  large  Spoons,  which  they  say  will  Split 
and  fall  to  Pieces  whenever  Poison  is  put  into 
them.  Its  Colour  is  a  dirty  Brown,  and  its  hide 
so  thick  that  it  is  Scarce  peneti'able.  However,  it 
uuikes  veiy  Spongy  Sole  Leather  by  the  ordinary 
method  of  Tanning,  tho'  this  fault  might  by  good 
Couti'ivance  be  mended. 

As  thick  as  this  poor  Beast's  Hide  was,  a  Bulk  t 
made  Shift  to  entei-  it  and  fetch  him  down.  It  was 
fouiul  all  alone,  tho'  iiuffaloes  Seldom  are.     They 
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usually  range  about  in  Herds,  like  other  cattle,  and, 
tlio'  tliey  differ  something'  in  figiu'e,  are  certainly 
of  the  Same  Species.  There  are  two  Reasojis  for 
this  Opinion:  the  Flesh  of  both  has  exactly  the 
same  taste,  and  the  mixed  Breed  betwixt  both,  they 
say,  will  generate.  All  the  ])ifference  I  could 
perceive  between  the  Flesh  of  linffalo  and  Com- 
mon Beef  was,  that  the  Flesh  of  the  first  was  much 
Yellower  than  that  of  the  other,  and  the  Lean 
something  tougher. 

The  Men  were  so  delighted  with  this  new  dyet, 
that  the  Gridiron  and  Frying-Pan  had  no  more  rest 
all  night,  than  a  poor  Husband  Suliject  to  CJnrtaiii 
Lectures.  Buffaloes  may  be  easily  tamed  when 
they  are  taken  Young.  The  best  way  to  catch 
them  is  to  carry  a  Milch  Mare  into  the  Woods,  and 
when  you  find  a  Cow  and  a  Calf,  to  kill  the  Cow, 
and  then  having  catch'd  the  Calf  to  Suckle  it  upon 
the  Mare.  After  once  or  twice  Sucking  Her,  it  will 
follow  her  Home,  and  become  as  gentle  as  another 
calf. 

If  we  cou'd  get  into  a  breed  of  them,  they  might 
be  made  very  nsefull,  not  only  for  the  Daiiy,  by 
giving  an  Ocean  of  Milk,  but  also  for  drawing- 
vast  and  cumbersome  Weights  liy  their  prodigious 
Sti-ength.  These,  with  the  other  Advantages  I 
mention'd  l^efore,  wou'd  make  this  soit  of  Cattle 
more  profitable  to  the  ownei-,  than  any  other  we  are 
acquainted  with,  though  they  would  need  a  world 
of  Pro^  ender. 

Before  we  marcht  this  Morning,  every  man  took 
care  to  pack  up  some  Buffalo  Steaks  in  his  Wallet, 
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besides  what  he  crammed  into  his  IJelly.  AVhen 
Piovisioiis  were  Plenty,  we  always  {'omul  it  Dilli- 
cult  to  get  out  eai'ly,  beiii<^  too  much  Emhai-rast 
with  a  lon<^-winded  Breakfast. 

However,  by  the  Strength  of  our  l?eef,  we  made 
a  shift  to  walk  about  12  Miles,  crossing  Blewiiig 
and  Tewaw-homini  Creeks.  And  because  this  last 
Stream  receiv'd  its  Appelation  from  the  Disaster 
()('  a  Tuscarora  Indian,  it  will  not  ))e  Straggling 
much  out  of  the  way  to  say  something  of  that  Par- 
ticidar  Nation. 

These  Indians  were  heretofore  very  munerous 
and  poweifui,  nudving,  within  time  of  Memory,  at 
least  a  Thousand  Pighting  Men.  'JMieir  Ilabila- 
tion,  before  I  he  War  with  Carolina,  was  on  the 
North  Jiranch  of  Neuse  River,  commonly  cali'd 
Connecta  Creek,  in  a  pleasant  and  fruitful  Coun- 
try. But  now  the  few  that  are  left  of  that  Nation 
live  on  the  North  Side  of  Mokatuck,  which  is 
all  that  Part  of  Roanok  below  the  great  Falls, 
towards  Alhkmaklk  Sound. 

Formerly  there  were  Seven  Towns  of  these  Sa\  - 
ages,  lying  not  far  from  each  other,  but  now  their 
Number  is  greatly  reduc'd. 

The  Trade  they  have  had  the  Misfortune  to 
drive  with  the  ]*]nglish  has  furnisht  them  constantly 
with  Kuu),  which  they  have  used  so  iimnodeiately, 
that,  what  with  the  Distempers,  and  what  with  the 
Quarrels  it  begat  amongst  them,  it  has  proved  a 
double  Destruction. 

But  the  greatest  C-onsumption  of  these  savages 
happen'd   by  the    Avar    about    Twenty-Five   years 
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ap^o,  on  Account  of  some  Injustice  tlie  Jnhal)i- 
liuits  of  that  ]*iovince  had  done  them  about  their 
Lauds. 

It  was  on  that  Provocation  they  resented  their 
wrongs  a  little  too  severely  upon  Mr.  Lawson, 
who,  under  Colour  of  being  Surveyor  gen'l,  had 
encroacht  too  much  upon  their  Tenitories,  at 
which  they  wei'e  so  enrag'd,  that  they  waylaid 
him,  and  cut  his  Throat  tVom  Eai-  to  Ear,  but  at 
the  same  time  releas'd  the  liaion  de  Graffenried, 
whom  they  had  Seized  for  Company,  because  it 
appear'd  plainly  he  had  done  them  no  Wrong.' 

This  Blow  Avas  followed  by  some  othei'  Bloody 
Actions  on  the  Part  of  the  Indians,  which  brought 
on  the  AVar,  wherein  many  of  them  were  hut  [.s/c] 
off,  and  nuiuy  were  oblig'd  to  Hee  for  Kefuge  to 
the  Senecas,  so  that  now  there  remain  so  few,  that 
Ihey  are  in  danger  of  bing  [sic^  quite  exterminated 
by  the  Catawbas,  their  mortal  Enemies. 

These  Indians  have  a  very  odd  Ti'adition 
amongst  them,  that  nnuiy  years  ago,  their  Nation 
was  grown  so  dishonest,  that  no  man  eou'd  kee[) 
any  Goods,  or  so  much  as  his  loving  Wife  to  him- 
self. That,  however,  their  God,  being  unwilling 
to  I'oot  them  out  for  their  ci'imes,  did  them  the 
honour  to  send  a  Messenger  tVom  Heaven  to  in- 
struct them,  and  set  Them  a  perfect  Example  of 
Integi'ity  and  l<ind  Behavior  toAvards  one  another. 

But  this  holy  Person,  with  all  his  Eloquence  and 
Sanctity   of    Life,   was    able    to    make   very    little 

1  For  an  account  of  this  massacre  see  De  Qraffenreid'H  narrative 
in  the  Colonial  Records  of  Nortli  Carolina,  I.  905. 
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Reformation  amoiifj^st  thein.  Some  few  (31(1  Men 
(lid  listen  a  little  to  his  Wholesome  Advice,  but  all 
the  Youn^  fellows  were  quite  ineori-i<>il)le.  '^l^hey 
not  only  Neg-leeted  his  Precepts,  hut  derided  and 
Evil  Entreated  his  Person.  At  last,  takini^-  upon 
Ilim  to  reprove  some  Young  Rakes  of  the  Ooneehta 
('Ian  very  sharply  for  theii'  impiety,  they  were  so 
pro\'ok'd  at  the  Freedom  of  his  Relnikes,  that  they 
tied  him  to  a  Ti-ee,  and  shot  him  with  Arrows 
thi-ough  the  Ileai-t.  TJut  their  God  took  instant 
A^engeance  on  all  who  had  a  liand  in  that  ISIonstrous 
Act,  by  Lightning  from  Heaven,  &  has  ever  since 
visited  theii'  Nation  with  a  c<nitinued  Train  of 
Calamities,  nor  will  he  ever  leave  off  punishing, 
and  wasting  their  People,  till  he  shall  have  blotted 
every  living  Soul  of  them  out  of  the  AVorld. 

Our  Hunters  shot  nothing  this  whole  day  but  a 
straggling  Bear,  which  happen'd  to  fall  by  the 
Hand  of  the  very  Person  who  had  been  lately  dis- 
arm'd  and  put  to  flight,  for  which  he  declar'd  AVai- 
against  the  whole  Species. 

]ii.  We  pursued  our  Journey  with  all  Diligence, 
and  foi-ded  Ohimpaniony  Creek  about  Noon,  and 
from  thence  proceeded  to  Yatapsco,  which  we 
con'd  not  cross  without  difficulty.  The  Beavers 
had  dainmed  up  the  Watei-  nmch  higher  than  we 
found  it  at  our  going  up,  so  that  we  were  oblig'd 
to  lay  a  Bridge  over  a  part  that  was  shallower  than 
the  i-est,  to  facilitate  our  passage. 

lieavers  have  more  of  Instinct,  that  Half-Brother 
of  Reason,  than  any  other  Animal,  especially  in 
matters    of    Self-Presei-vation.     In    their    Houses 
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they  always  contrive  a  Sally-Port,  both  towards 
the  Jjaiitl  and  towards  the  Watei-,  that  so  they  may 
eseape  by  One,  it'  their  Retreat  slion'd  happen  to 
l)e  ent  oi'f  at  the  other. 

They  perform  all  their  Works  in  the  Dead  of 
Night,  to  avoid  Discovery,  and  are  kept  diligently 
to  it  by  the  Master  lieaver,  which  by  his  age  or 
strength  has  gain'd  to  himself  an  Anthoi-ity  over 
the  rest.  If  any  of  the  Gang  happen  to  be  lazy, 
or  will  not  exert  himself  to  the  ntmost  in  felling  of 
Trees,  or  di'agging  them  [to]  the  place  where  they 
are  made  nse  of,  this  Snperintendent  will  not  fail 
to  chastise  him  with  the  Plat  of  the  Tail,  where- 
with he  is  able  to  give  nnmercifnl  strokes. 

They  lie  Snng  in  their  Houses  all  day,  unless 
some  unneighbourly  Miller  chance  to  disturb  their 
repose,  by  demolishing  their  Dams  for  su|)plying 
his  Mill  with  Water. 

It  is  rare  to  see  one  of  them,  and  the  Indians  foi- 
that  Reason  have  hardly  any  way  to  take  them, 
but  by  laying  Snares  near  the  place  where  they 
dam  up  the  AVater.  But  the  English  Iliuiters  have 
found  out  a  more  effectual  Method,  by  using  the 
following  receipt.  Take  the  large  Pride  of  the 
Keaver,  Squeeze  all  the  Juice  out  of  it,  then  take 
the  small  Pride,  and  Squeeze  out  about  .')  oi-  (5 
Drops.  Take  the  inside  of  Sassafras  Bark,  Pow- 
der it,  and  mix  it  with  the  Ijiquor,  and  place  this 
Bait  conveniently  for  your  Steel  Trap. 

The  Story  of  their  biting  off  their  Testicles  to 
compound  for  their  Lives,  when  they  aie  pur- 
sueil,  is   a  story  taken   upon  trust  by  Pliny,  like 
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many  otbei's.  Nor  is  it  the  Beaver's  Testicles  that 
carry  tlie  I'eii'unie,  but  they  have  a  Pair  of  Ghinds 
just  within  the  Fundament,  as  kSweet  as  Musk,  that 
])ert'unie  their  Dung',  and  conununieate  a  sti'ung 
scent  to  their  Testicles,  by  being  plac'd  near  them. 

It  is  true  Several  creatures  have  Strange  instincts 
for  their  Preservation,  as  the  Egyptian  Fi'Og,  we 
are  told  by  Elian,  will  carry  a  whole  ffoiiit  of  a 
Reed  across  its  Mouth,  that  it  nuiy  not  be  swallow'd 
by  the  ibis. 

And  this  Ijong-neckt  fowl  will  give  itself  a 
clystei'  with  its  Beak,  whenever  it  finds  itself  too 
costive  or  feverish.  The  Dogs  of  that  Country 
lap  the  Water  of  the  Nile  in  a  full  Trot,  that  they 
may  not  be  Suaj)ped  by  the  Ci'oeodiles.  Jioth 
Beavers  and  Wolves,  we  know,  when  one  of  their 
Legs  is  caiight  in  a  Steel  l^iap,  will  bite  it  off,  that 
they  may  escape  with  the  rest.  The  Flesh  of  the 
Beavers  is  tough  and  dry,  all  but  the  Tail,  which, 
like  the  Pai'i'ot's  Tongue,  was  one  of  the  fai'- 
fetched  Kaiities  with  which  lleliogabahis  used  to 
furnish  his  Jjuxurious  Table. 

The  Fur  of  these  creatures  is  very  valuable, 
especially  in  the  more  Northern  Countiies,  where 
it  is  longei'  and  finer.  This  the  Dutch  have  lately 
eontriv'd  to  mix  with  their  Wool,  and  Weave  into 
a  Soi't  of  Drugget,  that  is  not  only  warm,  but  won- 
derfully light  and  Soft.  They  also  make  Gloves 
and  Stockings  of  it,  that  keep  out  the  Cold  almost 
as  well  as  the  Fur  itself,  and  do  not  look  quite  so 
Savage. 

There  is  a  deal  of  Rich  low  Ground  on  Yapatsco 
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Creek,  but  I  believe  liable  to  be  overllowM  in  a 
fresh.  However,  it  inig'ht  be  proper  enough  for 
Rice,  which  receives  but  little  Injury  fi-oni  Water. 

We  encampt  on  the  Banks  of  Massamony  Creek, 
after  a  Journey  of  "more  than  11  Miles.  By  the 
way  we  Shot  a  fat  Doe  antl  a  wild  Turkey,  which 
fed  us  all  plentifully.  And  we  have  reason  to  say, 
by  our  own  happy  K.vperienee,  that  no  man  need 
to  despair  of  his  daily  Bread  in  the  Woods,  whose 
faith  is  but  half  so  large  as  his  Stomach. 

IJ:.  Being  at  length  happily  arriv'd  within  20 
Miles  of  the  uppermost  Inhabitants,  we  despacht 
two  Men  who  had  the  ablest  Horses,  to  g'o  before, 
and  get  a  Beef  kill'd  and  some  Bread  bak'd  to  re- 
fresh their  Fellow  Travellers,  u])on  tlieii-  arri\al. 
They  had  likewise  Oiilers  to  hire  an  express  to 
carry  a  Letter  to  the  Governor,  giving  au  Account 
that  we  were  all  returned  in  Safety.  This  was  the 
more  necessary,  because  we  had  been  so  long  ab- 
sent that  many  now  began  to  fear  we  wei'e,  by  this 
time,  Scalpt  and  barbeeu'd  by  the  Indians. 

We  decampt  with  the  rest  of  the  People  about 
ten  a  clock,  and  marched  near  12  Miles.  In  our 
way  we  C'rost  Nutbush  Creek,  and  4  Miles  fai'ther 
we  came  iipon  a  beautiful  Branch  of  Oirreat  ('reek, 
where  we  took  up  our  Quarters.  The  Tent  was 
pitched  upon  an  Eminence,  which  overlookt  a  wide 
Piece  of  low  Grounds,  cover'd  with  Reeds  and 
watered  by  a  Crystal  Stream,  gliding  thro'  the 
Middle  of  it.  On  the  Other  Side  of  this  delightful 
Valley,  which  was  aliout  half  a  ISIile  wide,  I'ose  a 
Hill  that  terminated  the  View,  antl  in  the  figui'c  of 
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a  Semicii'cle  closed  in  upon  the  opposite  Side  of 
the  Valley.  This  had  a  most  agi'eeahle  l^^t'fect 
upon  the  Eye,  and  wanted  nothing  but  Cattle 
grazing  in  the  Meadow,  and  Sheep  and  Goats 
feeding  on  the  Hill,  to  make  it  a  Conipleat  Rural 

LANi:)kSCAPK. 

The  Indian  kill'd  a  Fawn,  which,  being  upon  its 
growth,  was  not  fat,  but  made  some  amends  by 
being  tender.  lie  also  Shot  an  Otter,  but  our 
People  were  now  l)etter  fed  than  to  eat  such 
Coarse  Food.  The  truth  of  it  is,  the  Flesh  of  this 
Creature  has  a  rank  Fishy  taste,  and  for  that 
reason  migiit  be  a  proper  Kegale  for  the  Sanioeids, 
who  drink  the  Czak  of  Muscovy's  health  and 
toast  their  Mistresses  in  a  Bumper  of  Train  Oil. 

The  Carthusians,  to  save  their  Vow  of  eating  no 
Flesh,  pronounce  this  Amphibious  Animal  to  be  a 
Fish,  and  feed  upon  it  as  such,  without  Wounding 
their  Consciences. 

The  Skin  of  the  Otter  is  very  Soft,  and  the 
Swedes  make  Caps  and  Socks  of  it,  not  only  for 
Warmth,  but  also  because  they  fancy  it  Strength- 
ens the  TSTerves,  and  is  good  against  all  Distempers 
of  the  lirain. 

The  otter  is  a  great  Devourer  of  Fish,  which  are 
its  Natural  P\)()d,  and  whenever  it  betakes  itself  to 
a  Vegetable  Dyet,  it  is  as  some  high-Spirited 
Wives  obey  their  Husbands,  by  pui-e  Necessity. 
I'iiey  dive  after  their  Prey,  tho'  they  can't  contiime 
long  under  Water,  but  thrust  their  Noses  up  to 
the  Surface  now  and  then  for  lireatli.  They  are 
great  Enemies  to  Weirs  Set  up  in  the   Rivers  to 
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catch  Fish,  devouiung'  or  biting  to  pieces  all  they 
find  there.  ISfor  is  it  eitlier  easy  to  IVij^lit  tlieni 
fVoni  this  khul  of  Rohbeiy,  oi'  to  destroy  them. 
The  best  way  1  cou'd  evei-  iind  was  to  float  an  OKI 
Wheel  just  by  the  Weir,  and  so  soon  as  tiie  Otter 
has  taken  a  lai'g'e  Fish,  he  will  get  upon  the 
Wheel  to  eat  it  more  at  his  ease,  which  may  give 
you  an  Oppoitunity  of  firing  upon  him  from  the 
Shoar. 

Que  of  our  People  Sliot  a  large  Gray  Squiirel 
with  a  very  Bushy  Tail,  a  singidar  use  of  which 
our  merry  Indian  diseovei-'d  to  us.  lie  said  when- 
ever this  little  Animal  has  occasion  to  cross  a  I'un 
of  AVater,  he  launches  a  Chip  or  Piece  of  ]5ark 
into  the  Water,  on  which  he  embarks,  and,  hold- 
ing up  his  Tail  to  the  wind,  he  Sails  over  very 
Safely.  If  This  be  true,  it  is  probable  men  leai'nt 
at  lirst  the  use  of  Sails  from  these  ingenious  Mttle 
Animals,  as  the  Hottentots  leai-nt  thePiiysical  use 
of  most  of  their  Plants  from  the  Baboons. 

15.  About  three  Miles  from  our  Camp  we  passed 
Great  Cheek,  and  then,  after  traversing  veiy 
barren  grounds  for  5  Miles  together,  we  crost  the 
Tradeing  Path,  and  soon  aftei'  had  the  pleasure  of 
reaching  the  up])ermost  Inhabitant.  This  was  a 
Plantation  belonging  to  colonel  IVrumford,  where 
oiu"  Men  almost  burst  themselves  with  Potatoes 
and  Milk.  Yet  as  great  a  Curiosity  as  a  House 
was  to  us  Foresters,  still  we  chose  to  lie  In  the 
Tent,  as  being  much  the  cleaner  and  sweeter 
Lodging. 

The  Ti'adeiiig  Path  above-mention'd  receives  its 
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Name  from  Jjciiig-  the  Route  the  Traders  take  with 
tlieir  Caravans,  wlieii  they  go  to  tralliek  with  the 
Catawbas  and  otlier  Southern  Indians.  The  Ca- 
tawbas  Hve  about  25U  Miles  beyond  Iloauoke 
River,  and  yet  our  Traders  find  their  Account  in 
transpoiting  (lOods  from  Virginia  to  trade  with 
them  at  their  own  ToAvne. 

The<Jommou  Metliod  of  carrying  on  tliis  Indian 
Commerce  is  as  follows:  (Jentlemen  send  foi' 
Goods  proper  for  such  a  Ti-aile  from  England,  and 
then  eithei'  Yentui-e  them  out  at  theii-  f)wn  Risk  to 
the  Indian  Towns,  or  else  credit  some  Traders  with 
tlu'in  of  Snlistance  and  Rei)utation,  to  be  paid  in 
Skins  at  a  certain  Price  agreed  betwixt  them. 

The  Goods  for  the  Indian  Tiade  consist  chielly 
in  Guns,  Powder,  Shot,  Hatchets,  (which  the 
Indians  call  TojnahaM'ks,)  Kettles,  led  &  IjIuc 
Planes,  DniHelds,  Stroudwater  blankets,  and  some 
Cutlary  Wares,  Brass  Rings  and  other  Trinkets. 

These  AVares  are  made  nj)  into  Packs  and  C-ai-- 
ry'd  u|ton  Iloi'ses,  each  Load  being  from  lilO  to  'lOO 
Pounds,  with  which  they  ai'e  able  to  travel  a))Out 
20  Miles  a  da}^  if  Forage  ha|)pen  to  be  plentiful. 

Formeily  a  Hundred  Iloises  have  been  employ 'd 
in  one  of  these  Indian  Caravans,  under  the  Con- 
duct of  J 5  or  I(>  Persons  only,  but  now  the  Track- 
is  much  impair'd,  insomuch  that  they  seldom  go 
with  half  that  Number. 

The  Course  from  Roanoke  to  the  C'atawbas  is 
laid  down  nearest  South-west,  and  lies  thro'  a  tine 
C'ountry,  that  is  Water'd  by  Several  beautiful 
Riveis. 
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Those  of  the  greatest  Note  are,  lirst,  Tar  I'iver, 
which  is  the  upper  I'art  of  Paniptico,  Fhit  river, 
Little  river  and  Eno  livei-,  all  tlu-ee  Braiiehcs  of 
Neuse. 

Between  Eno  and  Saxapahaw  rivers  ai-e  the 
Haw  old  fields,  which  iiave  the  Keputation  of 
containing  the  most  fertile  high  land  in  this  part 
of  the  World,  lying  in  a  Hody  of  about  o(),(»00 
acres. 

This  Saxapahaw  is  the  iipper  Part  of  Cape  Pair 
River,  the  falls  of  which  lye  many  Miles  below  the 
Trading  Path. 

Some  IVIountains  overlook  this  Pich  Spot  of 
Land,  from  whence  all  the  Soil  washes  down  into 
the  Plane,  and  is  the  cause  of  its  exceeding  Pei- 
tility.  Not  far  from  thence  the  Path  crosses 
Akamanchy  River,  a  branch  of  Saxapahaw,  and 
about  40  Miles  beyond  that,  Deep  Rivei-,  which 
is  the  N  Branch  of  Pedee.  Then  -10  miles  beyond 
that,  the  Path  intersects  the  Yadkin,  which  is  there 
half  a  Mile  over,  and  is  supposed  to  be  the  South 
Branch  of  the  same  Pedee. 

The  Soil  is  exceedingly  rich  on  both  sides  the 
Yadkin,  abounding  in  rank  Grass  and  piodigicMisly 
large  Trees;  and  for  plenty  of  Pish,  Fowl  and 
Yenison,  is  inferior  to  No  Part  of  the  Northern 
Continent.  There  the  Tr;idei-s  commoidy  lie  Still 
for  some  days,  to  recruit  their  Horses'  Flesh  as  well 
as  to  I'ecover  their  own  Spirits.  Six  Miles  further 
is  Crane  Creek,  so  nam'd  from  its  being  the  Ren- 
dezvous of  great  Armies  of  Cranes,  which  wage  a 
more  cruel  War  at  this  day,  with  the  Frogs  and 
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the  Fish,  than  they  iis'd  to  do  with  the  Pigmies  in 
the  Days  of  lloiaer. 

About  tliree-score  Miles  more  luring  you  to  the 
first  l\)wn  of  tlie  Catawbas,  call'd  ]S[au\'asa,  situ- 
ated on  the  baidcs  of  Santee  river.  Besides  this 
Town  there  are  five  Others  belonging  to  tlie  same 
Nation,  lying  all  on  the  same  Stream,  within  the 
Distance  of  20  INliles. 

These  Indians  were  all  cali'd  formei'ly  l)y  the 
general  Name  of  the  Usherees,  and  were  a  very 
Nnmei'ous  and  Powei'ful  People,  liut  the  frequent 
iSiaughters  made  upon  them  by  the  Northern  In- 
dians, ami,  what  has  been  still  moie  destructive  by 
far,  the  Intempci-anee  and  Foul  Distempers  iiitro- 
duc'd  amongst  them  by  tlie  Carolina  Traders,  have 
now  reduc'd  their  Numbers  to  little  Moi'e  than  400 
Fighting  Men,  besides  Women  &  Children.  It  is 
a  charming  Place  where  they  live,  the  Air  veiy 
Wholesome,  the  Soil  fertile,  and  the  Winters  ever 
mild  and  Serene. 

In  Santee  I'iver,  as  in  Several  others  of  (Jarolina, 
a  Small  kind  of  allegator  is  frequently  seen,  which 
perfumes  the  Water  with  a  Musky  Smell.  They 
Seldom  exceed  Eight  Feet  in  Length  in  these 
parts,  whei-eas,  near  the  E(|uinoctial,  they  come  up 
to  twelve  or  Fourteen.  And  the  heat  of  the  Cli- 
mate don't  only  make  them  l)igger,  but  more  Fierce 
and  Voracious.  They  watcli  the  Cattle  there  wdien 
they  come  to  drink  and  Cool  themselves  in  the 
Kivcj';  and  because  they  are  not  able  to  di-ag  them 
into  the  Deep  Water,  they  make  u[)  by  Strategem 
what  they  want  in   Force.     They  Swallow  great 
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Stones,  the  AVeight  of  which  being-  added  to  their 
Strength,  ciiahles  them  to  tug  a  Moderate  (Jow 
under  Water,  and  as  soon  as  they  have  (h'own'd 
her,  they  diseliarge  the  Stones  out  of  their  JNlaw 
and  then  feast  upon  the  (Jareass.  Ilowevei-,  as 
Fierce  and  Strong  as  these  Monsters  are,  the  In- 
(hans  will  surpi-ise  them  Na[)ping  as  they  lloat 
upon  the  Surface,  get  astride  upon  their  Necks, 
then  whip  a  short  piece  of  wood  like  a  Truncheon 
into  their  Jaws,  &  holding  the  Ends  with  their  two 
hands,  hinder  them  fiom  diving  Jty  keeping  their 
moutiis  <)})en,  and  when  they  are  almost  Spent,  they 
Avill  make  to  the  shoai',  wliere  their  Itiders  knock 
them  on  the  Mead  and  Kat  tiiem.  This  Amphibi- 
ous Animal  is  a  Smaller  kind  of  Crocodile,  having 
the  Same  Shape  exactly,  oidy  the  Crocodile  of  the 
Nile  is  twice  as  long,  being  when  full  grown  from 
20  to  'I'hirty  Feet.  This  Enormous  Length  is  the 
more  to  be  wondei''d  at,  because  the  Crocodile  is 
hatcht  from  an  Egg  very  little  laiger  than  that  of 
a  ({oose.  It  has  a  long  Head,  which  it  can  open 
very  wide,  with  very  Sharp  &  Strong  teeth.  Their 
Eyes  are  Small,  their  Legs  Short,  with  Claws  upon 
their  Feet.  '^Pheir  Tail  makes  half  the  Length  of 
their  Body,  and  the  whole  is  guarded  with  hard 
impenetrable  Scales,  except  the  lielly,  which  is 
nnieh  Softer  and  Smootiier.  They  keep  nnich 
upon  the  Land  in  the  day  time,  but  towai'ds  the 
Evening  retire  into  the  Water  to  avoid  the  Cold 
Dews  of  the  Night.  They  run  pi-etty  fast  right 
forward,  but  are  very  awkward  and  Slow  in  turn- 
ing, by  reason  of  their  unwiekly  Length.      It  is  an 
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EiTO]-  that  they  have  no  Tongue,  witliout  wliich 
tliey  coiiM  hardly  Swallow  their  Food;  but  in  eat- 
hig  they  move  the  upper  Jaw  only,  Contrary  to  all 
other  Animals.  The  way  of  catching  them  in 
Egypt  is,  with  a  Strong  Hook  (ixt  to  the  End  of  a 
chain,  and  baited  willi  a  joynt  of  Pork,  which  they 
are  very  fond  of.  lint  a  live  Hog  is  generally 
tyed  near,  the  (Jry  of  which  allui'es  them  to  the 
Hook.  This  Account  of  the  Crocodile  will  agree 
in  most  pai'ticuhu-s  with  the  Alligator,  only  the 
Bigness  of  the  last  cannot  entitle  it  to  the  Name 
of  "'Leviathan,"  which  Job  gave  formerly  to  the 
crocodile,  ami  not  to  the  Whale,  as  some  Inter- 
preters wou'd  make  us  believe. 

So  Soon  as  the  Cataw))a  Indians  are  inform'd  of 
the  Approach  of  the  Virginia  Caravans,  they  send 
a  Detachment  of  their  Warriors  to  bid  them  Wel- 
come, and  escort  them  Safe  to  their  Town,  whei'e 
they  are  receiv'd  with  great  Marks  of  Distinction. 
And  their  CJourtesys  to  the  Yikoinia  Tracleis, 
I  dare  say,  are  very  Sincere,  because  they  sell 
them  better  Goods  and  better  Pennyworths  than 
the  Traders  of  Carolina.  They  connnonly  reside 
among  the  Indians  till  they  have  bartered  their 
(Joods  away  for  Skins,  with  which  they  load  their 
Horses  and  come  back  by  the  Same  I'ath  they  went. 

There  are  genei-ally  some  Carolina  Ti-adei's  that 
constantly  live  among  the  Catawbas,  and  pi'etend 
to  Exercise  a  dictatorial  Authority  over  them. 
IMiese  petty  Rulers  don't  only  teach  the  honester 
Savages  all  soits  of  Debauchery,  but  are  unfair  in 
their  dealings,  and  use  them  with  all  kinds  of  Op- 
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pression.  Nor  has  their  Behaviour  been  at  all 
better  to  the  rest  of  the  Indian  Nations,  among 
whom  they  reside,  by  alnising  their  Women  and 
Evil-entreating  their  Men;  nnd,  by  the  way,  this 
was  the  true  Reason  of  the  fatal  War  which  the 
Nations  roundabout  made  upon  Carolina  in  the 
year  1713. 

Then  it  was  all  that  the  Neiglibouring  Indians, 
grown  weary  of  the  Tyranny  and  Injustice  with 
which  they  had  been  abus'd  for  many  Yeai's,  re- 
solv'd  to  endure  their  bondage  no  longer,  l)ut 
enter'd  into  General  Confedei'acy  against  their 
Oppressors  of  Carolina. 

The  Indians  open'd  the  AVar  by  knocking  most 
of  those  little  Tyrants  on  the  Head  that  dwelt 
amongst  them,  under  pretence  of  regulating  their 
Commerce,  and  from  thence  Carry'd  their  Kesent- 
ment  so  far  as  to  endanger  both  Noirrii  and 
South  Carolina. 

]().  We  gave  Orders  that  the  Iloi'ses  shouM  pass 
Koanoak  Kiver  atMonisep  Ford,  while  most  of  the 
Baggage  was  transpoited  in  a  Canoe. 

We  landed  at  the  I'lantation  of  cornelii;s  Keith, 
where  I  beheld  the  wi'etchedest  Scene  of  Poveity 
I  had  ever  met  with  in  this  happy  Part  of  the 
World.  The  Man,  his  Wife  and  Six  Small  Chil- 
dren, liv'd  in  a  Penn,  like  so  many  Cattle,  without 
any  Tioof  over  their  Heads  but  that  of  Heaven. 
And  this  was  their  airy  Residence  in  the  Day 
time,  but  then  there  was  a  FocUler  Stack  not  far 
from  this  Inclosure,  in  which  the  whole  Family 
shelter'd  themselves  a  niii-ht's  and  in  bad  weather. 
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However,  'twas  almost  worth  while  to  be  as  poor 
as  this  Mail  was,  to  be  as  perfectly  contented.  All 
his  Wants  pi-oceeded  from  Iiulolence,  and  not  from 
Misfortune.  lie  had  good  Land,  as  well  as  good 
Health  and  gootl  Limbs  to  work  it,  and,  besides, 
had  a  Trade  very  useful  to  all  the  Inhabitants 
round  about.  He  cou'd  make  and  set  up  Qiiein 
Stones  very  well,  and  had  proper  Matei-ials  for  that 
purpose  just  at  Hand,  if  he  eoii'd  have  taken  the 
pains  to  fetch  them. 

There  is  no  other  kind  of  Mills  ^  in  those  remote 
parts,  and,  therefore,  if  the  Man  wou'd  have  Workt 
at  his  Trade,  he  might  have  liv'd  very  comfortably. 
The  poo]'  woman  liad  a  little  more  Industry,  and 
Spun  Cotton  enough  to  make  a  thin  covering  for 
her  own  and  her  children's  Nakedness. 

I  am  soi'ry  to  say  it,  but  Idleness  is  the  general 
character  of  the  men  in  the  Southern  Paits  of  this 
Colony  as  well  as  in  Noi'th  (Carolina,  'l^he  Aii'  is 
so  mild,  and  the  Soil  so  fruitful,  that  very  little 
Lalioui'  is  I'equir'd  to  fill  their  Bellies,  especially 
where  the  AVoods  afford  such  Plenty  of  Game. 
These  Advantages  discharge  the  Men  from  the 
Necessity  of  killing  themselves  with  Work,  and 
then  for  the  other  Article  of  Raiment,  a  very  little 
of  that  will  sulHce  in  so  tempei'ate  a  Climate.  liut 
so  nnich  as  is  absolutely  Necessary  falls  to  the 
good  wcmieii's  Share  to  provide.  They  all  Spin, 
weave  and  knit,  whereby  they  make  a  good  Shift 

'The  Editor  lias  seen  old  North  Carolina,  whic^h  tradition 
iluorn-niillH,  or  linnd-mills,  in  said  were  in  usi-  wfll  into  the 
some  of  the  remote  .-.eL'tions  of     nineteenth  eentury. 
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to  cloath  the  whole  Family;  and  to  their  credit  be 
it  recorded,  many  of  them  do  it  very  completely, 
and  thereby  re|)roach  their  llnsbands'  J^aziness 
in  the  most  inolH'en.sive  way,  that  is  to  say,  by  dis- 
covering a  better  !S[)ii"it  of   Industry  in  tliemselves. 

From  thence  we  mov'il  forward  to  Colo  Miun- 
ford's  other  Plantation,  under  the  Cai-e  of  Miles 
Riley,  where,  by  that  (ientleman's  Directions,  we 
wei-e  again  Snpply'd  with  many  good  things.  Here 
it  was  we  dischai-g'd  our  Woiihy  Friend  and  Fel- 
low Tra\'ellaur,  Mr.  Bearskin,  who  had  so  plenti- 
fully Snpplyed  ns  with  Provisions  during  our  long 
Expedition.  We  rewarded  llim  to  his  Heart's 
content,  so  that  he  return'd  to  his  ToAvn  loaden, 
both  with  l{iclies  and  the  Reputation  of  haveing 
been  a  great  Discoverer. 

17.  This  being  kSunday,  we  were  Seasonably  put 
in  mind  how  mnch  we  were  obligM  to  be  thankfull 
for  our  happy  return  to  the  Inhabitants.  Indeed, 
we  liad  great  reason  to  reflect  with  Gratitude  on 
the  Signal  Mercies  we  had  receiv'd.  First,  that  we 
had,  day  by  day,  been  fed  by  the  Jiountifull  hand 
of  Providence  in  the  desolate  Wilderness,  Inso- 
nuich  that  if  any  of  our  People  wanted  one  Single 
Meal  during  the  whole  Fxpedition,  it  was  intirely 
owing  to  their  o\\^l  imprudent  Management. 

Secondly,  that  not  one  Man  of  our  whole  Com- 
pany, had  any  Violent  Distemper  or  bad  Accident 
Befall  him,  from  One  End  of  the  Line  to  the  othei". 
The  very  woi'st  that  happen'd  was,  that  One  of 
them  gave  himself  a  Smart  cut  on  the  Pan  of  his 
knee  with  a  Tomahawk,  which  we  had  the  good 
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Fortune  to  cure  in  a  Short  time,  without  the  liel}) 
of  a  Sui-<^eon. 

As  for  the  Misadventures  of  Sticking-  in  the 
Mire  and  falling-  into  Rivers  and  Creeks,  they  were 
rather  Subjects  of  Mirth  than  complaint,  and  serv'd 
only  to  diversify  our  Travels  with  a  little  faicicall 
A'^ariety.  And,  lastly,  that  many  unconnnon  hici- 
ilents  have  concurr'd  to  prosper  our  Undertaking'. 
AVe  had  not  only  a  di-y  Spring  befoi-e  we  went  out, 
but  the  p)-eceding-  Winter,  and  even  a  Year  or  two 
before,  had  been  much  dryei'  than  Ordinary.  This 
made  not  only  the  Dismal,  but  likewise  most  of 
the  Sunken  Grounds  near  the  Sea-Side,  just  hard 
enough  to  bear  us,  which  otherwise  had  ])een  quite 
iui[)assiltle. 

And  the  whole  time  we  were  upon  the  Business, 
which  was  in  all  about  Sixteen  Weeks,  we  Avere 
never  catch't  in  the  Kain  except  once,  Nor  was  our 
I'rogress  Interrupted  by  bad  Weathei'  above  'd  or 
4  days  at  most.  Besides  all  this,  we  were  Siu"- 
priz'd  by  no  Indian  Knemy,  l)ut  all  of  us  brought 
oiu-  Scalps  back  Safe  upon  our  Heads. 

This  cruel  Method  of  Scalping-  of  Enemies  is 
practis'd  by  all  the  Savag-es  in  America,  and  per- 
haps is  not  the  least  proof  of  their  Original  from 
the  Northern  Inhabitants  of  Asia.  Among  the 
Ancient  Scythians  it  was  constantly  us'd,  who  caj-- 
ry'd  about  these  hairy  Scalps  as  ''i''ro])hies  of  Yic- 
toi-y.  They  serv'd  them  too  as  ''lV)^vels  at  home, 
and  Trappings  for  their  lloi'ses  abroad.  But 
these  wei-e  not  content  with  the  Skin  of  their 
Enemies'  Heads,  but  also  made  use  of  their  Sculls 
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Implacable  enemies,  but  also  a<^-aiiist  most  of  those 
to  the  South.  All  the  Nations  i-ouiul  about,  bear- 
ing in  mind  the  Ilavoek  tiiese  Indians  usM  loi- 
merly  to  make  among  their  Ancestors  in  tlie 
Insolence  of  their  Tower,  did  at  length  avt-nge  it 
Home  upon  them,  and  made  them  glad  to  apply  to 
this  Government  for  |M-oteclion. 

Colo  Spotswooil,  our  then  lient.  governoi-,  having 
a  goo<l  Opinion  of  tlieir  I^'idelity  &  Coiu'agc,  Set- 
tled them  at  Chi'istanna,  ten  Miles  north  of  Roa- 
noak,  upon  the  belief  that  they  wou'd  l)e  a  good 
Barrier  on  that  Side  of  the  CJountry,  against  the 
Incursion  of  all  Foreign  Indians.  And  in  Earnest 
they  wou'd  have  Serv'd  well  enongh  for  that  Pur- 
pose, if  the  White  People  in  the  Neiglil)ouih()od 
had  not  debauch't  their  Morals,  and  ruin'd  their 
Health  with  Rum,  which  was  the  Cause  of  many 
disorders,  and  ended  at  last  in  a  barbarous  Murder 
committed  by  one  of  these  Indians  when  he  was 
drunk,  for  which  the  poor  Wretch  was  executed 
when  he  was  sober. 

It  was  a  mattei-  of  gi-eat  Concern  to  them,  how- 
ever, that  one  of  their  Grandees  should  be  put  to 
so  ignominious  a  Death.  All  Indians  have  as  great 
an  Aversion  to  hanging  as  the  Muscovites,  tlio' 
perhaps  not  for  the  same  cleanly  reason:  These 
last  believing  that  the  Soul  of  one  that  dies  in  this 
manner,  being  forc'd  to  Sally  out  of  the  Body  at 
the  I^ostern,  must  needs  be  defiled.  The  Sapponys 
took  this  Execution  so  much  to  Heart,  that  they 
soon  after  quitted  their  Settlement  and  remov'd  in 
a  Body  to  the  Cataubas. 
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The  Daughter  of  the  Tetkuo  Kino  went  away 
with  the  8a{)[)onys,  but  being  the  last  of  her 
Nation,  and  fearing  she  ShouM  not  be  treated  ac- 
cording to  her  Rank,  poison'd  hei'self,  like  an  Old 
Roman,  with  the  Root  of  the  Trnnipet-Plant.  Her 
Father  dy'd  2  Years  before,  who  was  the  most 
intrepid  Indian  we  have  been  acquainted  with.  He 
had  nnrde  himself  terrible  to  all  other  Indians  by 
His  h].\i)loits,  and  had  escaped  so  many  Dangers 
that  he  was  esteem'd  invulnerable.  Hut  at  last  he 
dy'd  of  a  Pleurisy,  the  last  Man  of  his  Race  and 
Nation,  leaving  only  that  uidiapjiy  Danghtei-  be- 
hind him,  who  would  not  long  survive  Him. 

The  most  unconnnon  Circumstance  in  this  Indian 
visit  Was,  that  they  all  came  on  Horse-back,  which 
was  certainly  uitended  for  a  Piece  of  State,  because 
the  Distance  was  but  3  Miles,  and  'tis  likely  they 
had  walk't  a  foot  twice  as  far  to  catch  their  Horses. 
The  Men  rode  more  awkwardly  than  any  Dutch 
Sailor,  and  the  Ladies  bestrode  their  Palfreys  a  la 
mo<le  de  France,  but  were  so  bashful  about  it,  that 
there  was  no  persuading  them  to  Moimt  till  they 
were  quite  out  of  our  Sight. 

The  French  Women  use  to  ride  a-stra<ldle,  not 
so  much  to  make  them  sit  firmer  in  the  Saddle,  as 
from  the  hopes  the  same  thing  might  peradventure 
befall  them  that  once  happen'd  to  the  Nun  of 
OitLEANS,  who  escaping  out  of  a  ISTuiniery,  took 
Post  en  Cavalier,  and  in  ten  Miles'  hard  ride- 
ing  had  the  good  Fortune  to  have  all  the  Tokens 
of  a  Man  bi-eak  out  upon  her. 

This   Piece  of    History   ought  to  be  the   more 
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credible,  because  it  leans  upon  nuich  the  same 
Degree  of  Proof  as  the  Tale  of  Bishop  Hur- 
net's  Two  Italian  Nuns,  who,  according  to  his 
Lordship's  Account,  underwent  the  Same  happy 
Metamorphosis,  probably  l)y  some  othei'  A'iolent 
Exercise. 

19.  From  hence  we  despatch't  the  Cart  with  oui- 
Baggage  under  a  CJuard,  and  crosst  Mkhiohkin 
Rivei-,  which  was  not  HO  Yards  wide  in  that  Place. 
By  the  help  of  Fresii  Horses  that  had  been  sent  us, 
we  now  began  to  mend  oui-  Pace,  which  was  also 
quicken'il  by  tlie  Sti'ong  Inclinations  we  had  to  get 
Home. 

In  the  Distance  of  5  Miles  we  forded  Mfjiek- 
uiN  creek,  which  was  very  near  as  l)ioad  as  the 
Kiver.  About  8  Miles  farther  we  came  to  Stue- 
GKON-Creck,  so  call'd  from  the  Dextei'ity  an 
OccAANECHY  Indian  shewed  there  in  (,'atehiiig 
one  of  those  Royal  Pish,  whicli  was  perfoijii'd 
after  the  following  Manner. 

In  the  Sunnner  time  'tis  no  unusual  thing  foi- 
Sturgeons  to  Sleep  on  the  Smface  of  the  Water, 
and  one  of  them  having  wander'd  up  into  this 
Creek  in  the  Spring,  was  lloating  in  that  ch-owsy 
condition. 

The  Indian,  above  mention'd,  ran  up  to  the  Neck 
into  the  Ci-eek  a  little  below  the  Place  where  he 
discover'd  the  Fish,  expecting  the  Stream  wou'd 
soon  bring  his  Game  down  to  Him.  He  judg'd 
the  Matter  right,  and  as  Soon  as  it  came  within 
his  Reach,  he  whip't  a  running  Noose  ovei'  his 
Jole.     This    waked    the    Sturgeon,    which    being 
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Strong  in  its  own  Element  dai'ted  immediately 
uiuler  Water  and  dragg'd  the  Indian  after  llim. 
The  Man  made  it  a  Point  of  Ilononr  to  keep  his 
Hold,  which  he  did  to  the  Apparent  Danger  of 
being  drown'd.  Sometimes  both  the  Indian  and 
the  Fish  disaj)pear\l  for  a  Quaiter  of  a  Minnte,  & 
then  rose  at  some  Distance  from  whei'e  they  dived. 
At  tliis  ivate  they  continued  flouncing  about,  Some- 
times above,  and  sometimes  under  Water,  for  a 
considerable  time,  till  at  last  the  Hero  Suffocated 
his  Adversary,  and  haled  his  Body  ashoai'  in 
Triumph. 

About  Six  Miles  beyond  that,  we  jiassed  over 
Wicco-quoi  creek,  Named  so  from  the  Mnltitude 
of  Rocks  over  which  the  Water  tumbles  in  a 
Fresh,  with  a  bellowing  ISToise.  Not  far  from 
where  we  went  over,  is  a  Rock  much  higher  than 
the  rest,  that  Strikes  the  Vlyt  witli  agreeable  Hor- 
ror, and  near  it  a  very  Talkative  Becho,  that,  like 
a  fluent  Helpmeet,  will  return  her  good  Man  Seven 
Words  for  one,  &  after  all,  be  Sure  to  have  the 
Last.  It  speaks  not  only  the  Language  of  Men, 
but  also  of  Birds  &  Beasts,  and  often  a  Single 
AVild  (Joose  is  cheated  into  the  Belief  that  Some 
of  his  Company  are  not  far  off,  by  hearing  his  own 
cry  multiply'd;  &  'tis  pleasant  to  see  in  what  a 
flutter  the  Pooi'  Bird  is,  when  he  finds  himself 
disappointed. 

On  the  Banks  of  this  creek  are  very  bioad  low- 
Grounds  in  many  Places,  and  abiuidance  of  good 
high-Land,  tho'  a  little  Subject  to  Floods. 

We    had    but   two    Miles    more   to    C/apt.    Fm- 
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bry's,  whei'e  we  found  the  Hniiselveepiiig  much 
better  than  the  House.  Our  Bouutifull  Lantlhuly 
had  set  her  Oven  and  all  her  Spits,  Pots,  Grid- 
irons and  Saucepans  to  work,  to  diveisify  our 
Entertainment,  tho'  after  all  it  prov'd  but  a  Ma- 
hommetan  Feast,  thei'e  being  Nothing  to  driidc  but 
Water.  The  worst  of  it  was,  we  had  uiduckily 
outrid  the  Baggage,  and  foi-  that  Reason  were 
oblig'd  to  Lodge  very  Sociably  in  the  Same  Apart- 
ment with  the  Family,  where,  reckoning  Women 
and  Children,  we  muster'd  in  all  no  less  than  Nine 
Pei'sons,  who  all  pigg'd  loveingly  together. 

20.  In  the  Moi-ning  coIo  UoUing,  wlio  liad  been 
Surveying  in  the  Neighbourliood,  and  Mi-.  Walkei-, 
who  dwelt  not  fai-  off,  came  to  visit  us;  And  tlie 
last  of  these  Worthy  Gentlemen,  fearing  that  our 
drinking  so  much  Water  might  incline  us  to  Pleu- 
risys,  brought  us  a  kind  Supply  both  of  Wine  and 
cyder. 

It  was  Noon  before  we  couM  disengage  Oui'- 
selves  from  the  Conrtesies  of  this  Place,  and  then 
the  two  Gentlemen  above-mention'd  were  so  good 
as  to  accompany  us  that  day's  Journey,  I  ho'  they 
cou'd  by  no  means  approve  of  our  Litiiuajmian 
Fashion  of  Dismounting  now  and  then,  in  order  to 
walk  part  of  the  way  oti  foot. 

We  ci'os't  Nottoway  River  not  far  from  our 
Landlord's  House,  where  it  seem'd  to  be  about  25 
Yards  over.  This  River  divides  the  County  of 
Prince  George  fi-om  tliat  of  Brunswick.  We 
had  not  gone  8  Miles  farther  beff)re  our  Eyes  were 
bless'd  with  the  Sight  of  Sapponi  chappel,  which 
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was  the  first  House  of  Prayei'  we  had  seen  for 
rnoi'e  than  two  calendar  Months. 

About  o  Miles  beyond  that,  we  passed  over 
Stony  Creek,  where  One  of  those  that  Gnai'ded 
the  Bagojaoe  kilPd  a  Polcat,  upon  which  he  made 
a  comfortable  Repast.  Those  of  his  company  were 
so  8queamisii  they  cou'd  not  be  peisuaded  at 
first  to  tast,  as  they  said,  of  so  unsavoui'y  an  Ani- 
mal; l)ut  seeing  the  Man  Smack  his  Lips  with  more 
pleasiue  than  usual,  they  ventur'd  at  last  to  be 
of  his  Mess,  and  instead  of  finding  the  Flesh  rank 
and  high-tasted,  they  owned  it  to  l)e  the  Sweetest 
Morsel  they  had  ever  eat  in  their  Lives. 

The  ill  Savoui-  of  this  little  Beast  lys  altogether 
in  its  Urine,  Which  Nature  has  made  so  detestably 
ill-scented  on  purpose  to  furnish  a  helpless  Crea- 
tuie  with  Something  to  defend  itself.  For  as 
some  Brutes  have  Horns  and  Hoofs,  and  others 
are  arm'd  with  Claws,  Teeth  and  Tushes  for  their 
Defence;  and  as  Some  Spit  a  Sort  of  Poison  at 
their  Advei'saries,  like  the  Paco;  and  others  dart 
Quills  at  their  Pursuers,  like  the  Porcupine;  and 
as  some  have  no  Weapons  to  help  themselves  but 
theii'  Tongue,  and  others  none  but  their  Tails;  so 
the  poor  Polcat's  safety  lies  altogether  in  the  irre- 
sistible Stench  of  its  Water;  insomuch  that  when 
it  linds  itself  in  Danger  from  an  Fnemy,  it  Mois- 
tens its  bushy  Tail  plentifully  with  this  Liquid 
Amunition,  and,  then  with  great  fury.  Sprinkles  it 
like  a  Shower  of  Rain  full  into  the  Fyes  of  its 
Assailant,  by  which  it  gains  time  to  make  its 
Escape. 
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Nor  is  the  Polcat  the  only  Animal  that  defends 
itself  by  a  Stink.  At  the  Cape  of  Good  IIopk 
is  a  little  Beast,  call'd  a  Stinker,  as  big  as  a  Fox, 
and  Shap't  like  a  Ferret,  which  being  pursued  has 
no  way  to  save  himself  but  by  farting  and  Squit- 
tering.  And  then  such  a  Stench  ensues  that  None 
of  its  Pursuers  can  Possibly  stand  it. 

At  the  End  of  'SO  good  Miles,  we  arriv'd  in 
the  Evening  at  Colo  Boiling's,  where  first,  from  a 
Primitive  CoiU'se  of  Ijife,  we  began  to  relapse  into 
Luxury.  This  Gentleman  lives  within  Ileai'ing  of 
the  Falls  of  Appamatuck  River,  which  are  very 
Noisy  Avhenever  a  Flood  happens  to  roll  a  greater 
stream  than  oi'dinary  over  the  Rocks. 

The  River  is  Navigable  for  Small  Craft  as 
high  as  the  Falls,  and  at  Some  distance  from 
thence  fetches  a  compass,  and  runs  nearly  par- 
allel with  James  Rivei'  almost  as  high  as  the 
Mountains. 

While  the  Connnissionei's  fai-ed  Sumptuously 
here,  the  poor  Chaplain  and  two  Surveyors,  stoppt 
Ten  Miles  Shoit  at  a  poor  Planter's  House,  in 
I'ity  to  their  Horses,  made  a  Saint  AifTHo>rY's 
Meal,  that  is,  they  Supp't  upon  the  Pickings  of 
what  Stuck  in  their  Teeth  ever  since  Breakfast. 
But  to  make  them  amends,  the  good  Man  laid  them 
in  his  own  Bed,  where  they  all  three  nestled  to- 
gether in  one  cotton  Sheet  and  one  of  Brown  Oz- 
nabrugs,  made  Still  Something  Browner  by  two 
Months'  Coj)ious  Pei-spii-ation. 

21.  liut  those  worthy  Gentlemen  were  so  alert 
in  the  Morning  after  their  liglit  Suppei',  that  they 
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came  up  with  us  before  Breakfast,  &  honestly  paid 
tlieir  Stomachs  all  they  ow'd  them. 

We  made  no  more  than  a  Sabbath  day's  Journey 
from  this  to  the  next  Hospitable  House,  namely, 
that  of  our  great  Benefactor,  Colo  Mumford.  We 
had  already  been  much  befriended  by  this  Gen- 
tleman, who,  besides  sending  Ordei'S  to  his  Over- 
seers at  KoANOAK  to  let  us  want  for  nothing, 
had,  in  the  Beginning  of  our  Business,  been  so 
kind  as  to  recommend  most  of  the  Men  to  us 
who  were  the  faithfull  Partners  of  oui-  Fatigue. 

Altho'  in  most  other  Atouievemknts  those 
who  couHuand  are  apt  to  take  all  the  Honouh 
to  themselves  of  what  perhaps  was  moi'e  owing  to 
the  Vigour  of  those  Avho  were  under  them.  Yet  I 
nuist  be  more  just,  and  allow  these  brave  Fellows 
their  full  Share  of  credit  foi-  the  Service  we  per- 
foi'm'd,  &  must  declare,  that  it  was  in  a  great 
Measure  owing  to  their  Spirit  and  indefatigable 
Industry  that  we  overcame  many  Obstacles  in  the 
CVnu'se  of  our  Line,  which  till  then  had  been 
esteem'd  un  surmountable. 

Nor  must  I  at  the  Same  time  omit  to  do  Justice 
to  the  Siirveyors,  and  particularly  to  Mr.  Mayo, 
who  besides  an  eminent  degree  of  Skill,  eneounter'd 
the  same  Hardships  and  underwent  the  Same 
l^^atigue  that  the  foi'wardest  of  the  Men  did, 
and  that  with  as  much  Ohearfulness  as  if  Pain 
had  been  his  Pleasure,  and  Difliculty  his  real 
Diversion. 

Hei-e  we  discharg'd  the  few  Men  we  had  left, 
who  were  all  as   Ragged  as  the  Gibeonite  Am- 
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BASSADOKS,  tlio',  iit  the  Same  time,  their  Rags 
were  very  honourable,  by  the  Service  they  had 
so  Vigorously  perfonueil  in  making  them  so. 

22.  A  little  before  Noon  we  all  took  leave  and 
dispers't  to, our  Several  Habitations,  where  we  were 
so  happy  as  to  find  all  our  Familys  well.  This 
crown'd  all  our  other  Blessings,  and  made  our 
Journey  as  prosperous  as  it  had  been  painfull. 

Thus  ended  our  Second  Expedition,  in  which  we 
exteiuled  the  Line  within  the  Shadow  of  the  Chariky 
Mountains,  where  we  weie  oldig'd  to  Set  up  our 
Pillars,  like  Hercules,  and  return  Home. 

We  had  now,  upon  the  whole,  been  out  Sixteen 
Weeks,  including  going  and  retui-ning,  and  had 
travell'd  at  least  Six  Hundred  Miles,  and  no  Small 
part  of  that  Distance  on  foot.  Below,  towards 
the  Sea  Side,  our  Course  lay  through  Marshes, 
Swamps,  and  great  Waters;  and  above,  over 
Steep  Hills,  Craggy  Rocks,  and  Thickets,  hardly 
peneti'able.  Notwithstanding  this  variety  ol'  J  lard- 
ships,  we  may  say,  without  Vanity,  that  we  faith- 
fully obey'd  the  King's  Ordci's,  and  perform'd 
the  Business  effectually,  in  which  we  had  the 
Honour  to  be  employ'd. 

Nor  can  we  by  any  Means  reproach  Ourselves 
of  having  put  the  Crown  to  any  exoil)itant  Expense 
in  this  dillicnlt  affair,  the  whole  Charge,  from  Be- 
ginning to  End,  amounting  to  no  more  than  One 
Thousand  Pounds.  But  let  no  one  coneern'd  in 
this  painful  Expedition  complain  of  the  Scantiness 
of  his  Pa}',  so  long  as  His  Majesty  has  been  Gra- 
ciously pleas'd  to  add  to  our  Reward  the  Honouk 
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of  his  Royal  approbation,  and  to  declare,  not- 
withstanding- the  Desertion  of  the  Caijolina  Com- 
mission ehs,  that  tlie  I^ine  by  us  run  shall  hereafter 
Stand  as  the  true  Boundary  betwixt  the  Ctovkrn- 
mi:nts  of  ViiiunsriA  and  North  Cakot.ina. 
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To  the  Foregoing  Journal,  coiitaiuiiig  tlie  secoml  Charter 
to  the  Pioprielursof  (JAKOLINA,  coiiliiniiiig  and  enlaigiug 
the  fiist,  and  also  several  other  acts  to  which  it  refers. 
These  are  plac'd  by  themselves  at  the  End  of  the  Book,  that 
they  may  not  interrupt  the  Thread  of  the  Story,  and  the 
Keader  will  be  more  at  liberty  whether  he  will  please  to 
read  them  or  not,  being  something  dry  and  unpleasant. 

The  Second  Charter  granted  hy  King  CJf  akles  2d 
to  the  Proprietors  o/C'AliOLlNA. 

[Here  follows  the  full  text  of  the  Chaiter.  Only  the  be- 
ginning, the  part  which  coucerns  boundaries,  is  here  given. 
The  complete  document  is  easily  accessible  to  the  general 
reader.  It  may  be  found  in  the  Colonial  Records  of  North 
Carolina,  Vol.  I.,  p.  102.— Editok.] 

CHARLES,  by  the  (JRACE  of  GOD,  &c. :  WHEREAS,  by 
our  LETTERS  PATENT,  bearing  date  the  four  and  twen- 
tieth day  of  march,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  our  Reign,  we 
were  graciously  pleas'd  to  giant  unto  our  light  trusty  and 
right  well  beloved  cousin  and  councellor,  Edwartl,  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  our  high  Chancellor  of  JCnglaud,  Our  right  trusty 
and  right  intirely  beloved  Cousin  and  Counsellor,  George, 
Duke  of  Albemarle,  Master  of  our  Horse,  our  right  trusty 
and  well  beloved  William,  now  Earl  of  Craven,  our  Right 
trusty  and  well  beloved  Counsellor,  Anlhoiiy,  Lord  Ashley, 
CLaucellor  of  our  Exchequer,  our  right  trusty  and  well  be- 
loved Counsellor,  Sir  George  Carterett,  Jvnight  and  Baronet, 
vice  Chambcrluin  of  our  household,  our  right  trusty  and 
well  beloved,  Sir  Jolin  Colleton,  Knight  and  Baronet,  and 
Sir  William  Berkley,'  Knight,  all  tliul  Province,  Territory, 
1  The  name  of  John  Berkeley  is  omitted. — EurrOR. 
259      , 
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or  Tract  of  Ground,  called  Carolina,  situate,  lying  and  beiug 
withiu    our   Dominions  ol'  America,   extending    from  the 
North  End  of  the  Island  called  Luke  Lsland,  which  lys  in 
the  Southern  Virginia  8cas,  an.l   within  Six  and  thirty  De- 
grees of  the  Northern  Latitude ;  and  to  the  West  as  far  as 
the  South  Seas;  &  so  respectively  as  far  as  the  River  of 
Mathias,   which   bordcictli   upon   the  Coast  of  Florida    & 
within  one  and  thirty  Degrees  of  the  Northern  Latitude 
and  so  west  in  a  direct  Line  as  far  as  the  South  Seas  afore- 
said.    Now  know  ye,  that,  at  the  humblest  request  of  (he 
said  Grantees  =u  the  aforesaid  Letteis  Patent  named,  and 
as  a  further  mark  of  our  especial  favour  towards  Ihem,  we 
are  graciously  j.leas'd  to  enlarge  onr  said  Grant  unto  them 
according  to  the  Bounds  &  limits  liereaflcr  Specify'd  &  in 
favour  to  the  pious  and  noble  purpose  of  the  said  Edward, 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  George,  Duke  of  Albemarle,  William,' 
Earl  of  Craven,  John,  Lord  Bciklcy,  Anthony,  Lord  Asidey, 
Sir  George  Carterett,  Sir  John  Colleton,  and  Sir  William 
Berkley,  we  do  give  and  grant  to  them,  their  Heirs  and 
Assigns,  all  that  Province,  Territory,  or  tract  of  CJround, 
Situate,  lying  and  being  within  our  Dominions  of  America 
aforesaid,  extending   North  an.l    I<:astward   as  far   as   the 
North  end  of  Carahtuke  River  or  Ldet,  upon  a  Streight 
westerly  line  to  Wyonoake  Creek,  which  lys  within  or  about 
the  Degrees  of  thirty-six  and  thirty  Minutes  Northern  Lati- 
tude, and  so  West  in  a  Direct  line  as  far  as  the  South  Seas  ; 
&  south  and  westward  as  far  as  the  Degrees  of  twenty-nine 
inclusive  Northern  Latilude,  &  so  west  in  a  direct  line  as 
far  as  the  South  seas  ;  together  with  all  and  Singular  ports, 
harbours.  Bays,  rivers  &  inlets  belonging  unto  the  Province 
or  Territory  aforesaid,  etc. 


At  the  Court  of  8t  James's  the  1st  day  of  March,  1710.— 
Present,  The  Queen's  most  Excellent  Muje.sly  in  Cuiuicil. 

Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  Board  a  Representation 
from  the  Rt  Honble  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  trade  & 
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Plantations,  in  the  Words  following  :  In  pursuance  of  your 
MaJL-sly's  Pleasure,  Commissioners  have  l»een  appoiuled  on 
the  I'art  of  your  Majesty's  Colony  of  Virginia,  as  likewise 
on  the  Part  of  the  Province  of  Carolina,  for  the  settling  the 
Bounds  between  those  Glovernmenls  ;  And  they  liave  met 
several  times  for  that  jjurpose,  but  have  not  agreed  upon 
any  one  Point  thereof,  by  reason  of  the  trilleing  delays  of 
the  Carolina  Commissioners,  &  of  the  many  dillieullies  by 
them  rais'd  in  relation  to  the  proper  Observations  &  survey 
they  were  to  make.  However,  the  Commissioners  for  Vir- 
ginia have  delivcr'd  to  your  Majesty's  laeut  Governor  of 
that  Colony  an  Account  of  their  [iroceedings,  which  Account 
has  been  under  the  Consideration  of  your  Majesty's  Council 
of  Virginia,  &c  they  have  made  a  Rej)oit  thereon  to  the 
said  Lieut  CJovernor,  who  liavcing  lately  transmitted  unto 
us  a  Copy  of  that  lieport,  we  take  leave  humbly  to  lay  the 
Substance  thereof  before  your  Majesty,  which  is  as  follows  : 
That  the  Commissioners  of  Carolina  are  both  of  them 
Persons  engag'd  in  Interest  to  obstruct  the  Settling  the 
Boundarys  V)etween  that  I'lovince  and  Ihe  Colony  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  for  one  of  them  has  for  several  Years  been  Surveyor 
General  of  Carolina,  has  aciiuired  to  himself  gieat  Proht  by 
surveying  Lands  within  the  controverted  Bounds,  &  has 
taken  up  several  Tracts  of  Land  in  his  own  Name,  &  sold 
the  same  to  others,  for  which  he  stands  still  oblig'd  obtain 
Patents  from  the  Government  of  Carolina.  The  other  of 
them  is  at  this  time  Surveyor  General,  &  hath  the  same 
Pros])ect  of  advantage  by  nniking  future  surveys  within  the 
said  Bounds.  That  the  Behavior  of  the  Carolina  Commis- 
sioners has  tended  visibly  to  no  other  PJnd  than  to  protract 
and  defeat  the  Settling  this  Afl'air:  and  particulaily  Mr. 
Moseley  has  us'd  so  many  Shifts  &  Excuses  to  disa[)point 
all  Conferences  witli  the  Commissioners  of  Virginia,  as 
l)lainly  shew  his  Aversion  to  i)roceed  in  a  Business  that 
tends  so  manifestly  to  his  disadvantage.  His  j)revai'icating 
on  this  oc(,'asion  has  been  so  undiscreet  and  so  unguarded, 
as  to  be  discover'd  in  the  presence  of  tlie  Lieut  Governor 
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of  Virginia.     He  started  so  many  objections  to  the  Powers 
I^rauted  to  ttie  Coiuuiissioiieis  ol'  that  Colony,  with  design  to 
render  their  conleienees  ineJiectual,  thai  his  Joint  Commis- 
sioner cou'd  hardly  lind  an  exense  lor  him.     And  when  the 
Lieut  Governor  had  with  much  adoe  prevail'd  with  I  he  said 
Mr.  Moseley  to  ap])ointa  time  foi'  meeting  tJie  Commission- 
ers of  Virginia,  &  foi-  bringing  the  necessary  Instruments  to 
take  the  Latitude  of  the  Ijuunds  in  disi)ute,  which  Instru- 
ments he  owned  were  ready  in  Carolina,  lie  not  only  fail'd 
1,0  comply  with  his  own  appointment,  but  aftcj-  the  Com- 
missioners of  Virginia  had  made  a  Journey  to  his  House, 
and  had  attended  him  to  the  Places  proper  for  obseiving 
the  Latitude,  he  wou'd  not  take  Ihe  tiouble  of  carrying  his 
own  Instrument,  but  contented  himself  to  find  fault  with 
the  Quadrant  produc'd  by  the  Virginia  Commissionejs,  tho 
that  Instrument  had  been  approv'd  by  the  best  Blathemati- 
cians,  and  is  of  universal  Use.    From  all  which  it  is  evident 
how  little  hopes  there  are  of  Settling  the  lioundarys  above- 
mentiou'd,  in  concert  with  the  i)rescnt  Commissioneis  for 
Carolina.     That  tho  the  Bounds  of  the  Carolina  Charter 
are  in  express  words  limited  to  Weyanoak  Creek,  lying  in 
or  about  3(5°  30' of  Northern  Latitude,  yet  the  Commis- 
sioners for  Carolina  have  not  by  any  of  their  E\  idences 
pretended  to  prove  any  such  Place  as  Weyanoak  Creek,  the 
amount  of  their  Evidence  reaching  no  further  than  to  prove 
which  is  Weyanoak  Kiver,  &  even  tliat  is  contradicted  by 
affidavit  taken  on  the  part  of  Virginia  ;  by  which  affidavits 
it  appears  that,  before  tlie  Date  of  the  Carolina  (!harter  to 
this  day,  the  place  they  pretend  to  be  Weyanoak  River 
was,  &  is  still,  called  Nottoway  River.     But  su]>posing  the 
same  liad  been  called  Weyanoak  River,  it  can  be  nothing  to 
their   purpose,  there   being  a  great  difference  between  a 
River  &  a  Creek.     Besides,  in  that  Country  there  are  divers 
Rivers  &  Creeks  of  the  same  Name,  as  Potomeck  River  & 
Potomeck  Creek,  Rappahannock  River,  &  Rappahaiinocl 
Creek,  &  Several  others,  tho  thei'e  are  many  Miles'  distance 
betAveen  the  mouths  of  tliese  Rivers  and  the  mouths  of  these 
Creeks.     It  is  also  observable,  that  the  Witnesses  on  the 
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Part  of  Carolina  are  all  very  Ignorant  persons,  &  most  of 
them  of  ill  fame  &  Reputation,  on  which  Account  they  hail 
been  forced  to  remove  from  Virginia  to  Carolina.  I'urtlier, 
there  appeared  to  be  many  contradictions  in  their  Testi- 
monys,  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  the  witnesses  to  prove 
that  the  Right  to  those  Lands  is  in  the  Government  of 
Virginia  are  Persons  of  good  Credit,  their  knowledge  of  the 
Lands  in  (juestion  is  more  ancient  than  any  of  the  witnesses 
for  Carolina,  &  their  P^vidence  fully  corroboiated  by  the 
concurrent  Testimony  of  the  Tributary  Indians.  And  that 
riglit  is  farther  confirm'd  by  the  Observations  lately  taken 
of  the  Latitude  in  those  parts,  by  which  tis  plain,  that  the 
Creek  proved  to  be  Weyanoak  Creek  by  the  Virginia  Evi- 
dences, «&  sometimes  call'd  Wicocon,  answers  best  to  the 
Latitude  described  in  the  Carolina  Chartei',  for  it  lys  in 
30°  10',  which  is  ten  Jlinutes  to  the  Northward  of  the 
Limits  described  in  the  Carolina  grant.  Whereas  Nottoway 
River,  lys  exactly  in  the  Latitude  of  37°,'  and  can  by  no 
constrnction  be  suppos'd  to  be  the  Boundary  described  in 
their  Charter  ;  So  that  upon  the  whole  ]\Ialter,  if  the  Com- 
missioners of  Carolina  had  no  other  view  than  to  clear  the 
just  right  of  the  Proprietors,  sneh  undeniable  Demon- 
strations wou'd  be  Sufticient  to  convince  them  ;  but  the  said 
Commissioners  gave  too  much  Cause  to  suspect  that  they 
mix  their  own  private  Interest  with  the  Claim  of  the  Pro- 
prietors, &  for  that  reason  endeavor  to  gain  time  in  order 
to  obtain  Grants  for  the  Land  already  taken  up,  and  also  to 
secure  the  rest  on  tliis  occasion,  we  take  notice,  that  they 
proceed  to  sui-vey  the  Land  in  dispute,  notwithstanding  the 
assurance  given  by  the  Government  of  Carolina  to  the  Con- 
trary by  their  letter  of  the  17th  of  June,  1707,  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Virginia,  by  which  letter  they  promised  that  no 
lands  shou'd  be  taken  up  within  the  controverted  bounds 
till  the  same  were  settled. - 

'The  commissioners   in   1728  tiere  to  give  llie  North  Carolina 

found  that  it  was  really  in  36°  side  of  this  controverey.    Byrd's 

30}'.     See  above,  p.  88.  own  statement  goes  far  towai-d 

2Thero  is  not  space  enough  justifying  that  colony.     (See  in- 
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Whereupou  we  liuinbly  propose,  that  the  Lords  Proprie- 
tors be  acquainted  with  the  lorej^oiag  Coniphiiiit  of  the 
trifleing  delays  of  their  Coiaiiiissiuiicrs,  whicli  dehiys  tis 
reasonalile  to  believe  liave  proceeded  from  the  self- Interest 
of  those  Comiiiissioiiers,  and  that  therefore  your  Majesty's 
pleasure  be  signify'd  to  the  said  Lords  I'roprietors,  that  by 
the  first  Opportunity  they  send  Orders  to  theii'  Goveruour  or 
Commander  in  Chief  of  Carolina  for  the  time  being,  to  issue 
forth  a  new  Commission,  to  the  purjjort  of  that  lately 
issued,  therby  eonstituliiig  (wo  ollici-  Persons,  not  having 
any  personal  Interest  in,  or  claim  to,  any  of  the  Land  lying 
within  the  Boundary's  in  the  room  of  I<]dward  Moseley  & 
John  Lawson.  The  Carolina  Commissioners  to  be  appointed 
being  strictly  required  to  finish  their  Survey,  &  to  make  a 
return  thereof  in  conjunction  with  the  Virginia  Commis- 
sioners, within  six  months,  to  be  computed  from  the  time, 
that  due  notice  shall  be  given  by  your  ]\lajesty's  Lieut 
Governor  of  Virginia  to  the  Governor  or  Commander  in 
Chief  of  Carolina,  of  the  time  &  place,  which  your  ^Majesty's 
said  Lieut  Governor  shall  appoint  for  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Commissioners  on  one  part  &  the  other.  In  order  where- 
unto  we  humbly  oiler,  that  directions  be  sent  to  the  said 
Lieut  Governor,  to  give  such  Notice  accordingly  ;  &  if  after 
Notice  so  given,  the  Carolina  Commissioners  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  Join  with  those  on  the  i)art  of  Virginia,  in  mak- 
ing such  survey,  as  likewise  a  Return  thereof  within  the 
time  before  mention'd ;  that  then  and  in  such  Case,  the 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  A'^irginia  be  directed  to  draw 
up  an  Account  of  the  pioper  observations  and  Sui-\'ey  which 

fra,  pp.  24,  88. )     In  1699  North  this  the  soutliern  colony,  satis- 

Caroliua  had  sent  commission-  fied  th.at  the  disputed  ttn-itory 

ers  to  Virginia  to  make  arrange-  belonged  to  it,  seems  to  have 

ments  for  rminiug  the  line  ;  Ijut  been   rather  indiirorent  to  tlio 

the    latter    colony    refused    to  matter,  till   Virginia  urged  its 

move    in    the   matter,    because  final    settlement.     Tlie     whole 

Harvey,    the   deputy   governor  matter  may  well  be  taken  up  in 

of  Nortli  Carolina,  had  not  been  a  separate  treatment, 
confirmed  by  the  king.     After 
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they  shall  have  made  for  ascertaining  the  Bounds  between 
Virginia  &  Carolina,  and  to  deliver  the  same  iu  Writing 
under  their  Hands  and  Seals  to  the  Lieut  Governor  and 
Council  of  Virginia,  to  the  end  the  same  may  be  laid  before 
yourJIajesly,  for  your  Majesty'slinal  Determination  therein, 
within,  with  regard  to  the  .Settling  of  those  Eoundarys  ;  the 
Lords  Proprietors  haveing,  by  an  Inslrument  under  their 
Hands,  submitted  the  same  to  Your  JVIajesty's  royal  deter- 
mination, which  instrument,  dated  in  Maich,  1708,  is  lying 
in  this  Onice. 

And  lastly,  we  humbly  propose,  that  your  Majesty's  i'ui- 
ther  pleasure  be  signifyd  to  the  said  Lords  Proprietors, 
and  in  like  manner  to  the  Ijieut  CJoveruor  of  Virginia,  that 
no  Grants  be  pass'd  by  either  of  those  Governments  of  any 
of  the  Lands  lying  within  the  controverted  liounds,  until 
such  Bounds  shall  be  ascertain'd  and  settled  as  a^jresaid, 
whereby  it  may  appear  whether  those  Lands  do  of  Kight  be- 
long to  your  Majesty,  or  to  the  Lords  I^roprietors  of  Carolina. 

Her  Majesty  iu  Council,  approveing  of  the  said  Repre- 
sentation, is  pleas'd  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that 
the  Rt  Ilonble  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  &  Plan- 
tations Do  siguifye  lier  Majesty's  ])leastire  herein  to  her 
Majesty's  LieutGoveruor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  Virginia 
for  the  time  being,  and  to  all  Persons  to  whom  it  may 
belong,  as  is  propos'd  by  their  Lordships  in  the  said  Repre- 
sentation, and  the  Rt  Ilonble  the  Lords  Pro])rietors  of  Caro- 
lina are  to  do  what  ou  their  part  does  ai)pertain. 

EDW    SOUTHWELL. 


PROPOSALS  for  determining  the  Cuntrooersy  relating  tu  the 
Bounds  between  the  Governntentu  of  Virginia  and  Norlti 
Carolina,  most  humbly  offered  for  his  Majesifs  lioyal  Ap- 
probation, and  for  the  Consent  of  the  lit  Ilonble  the  J.ords 
Proprietors  of  Carolina. 

Forasmuch  as  the  disjnite  between  the  said  two  (Joveru- 
ments  about  their  true  Ijimits  continues  still,  notwilhstand- 
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ing  tlie  several  meetings  of  the  Commissioueis,  and  all  the 
proceedings  of  many  Years  past,  iu  order  to  adjust  that  affair, 
&  seeing  no  speedy  DeLermination  is  likely  to  ensue,  unless 
some  Medium  be  found  out,  in  whieh  both  Paitys  may  in- 
eline  to  acquiesce,  wherefore  both  the  underwritten  Gov- 
ernors having  met,  and  consider'd  tlie  prejudice  both  to 
the  King  &  the  Lords  Projjrietors'  Interests,  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  contest,  and  truly  endeavouring  a  De- 
cision, which  they  Judge  comes  nearest  the  Intention  of 
Royal  Charter  granted  to  the  Lords  Proprietors,  do,  with 
the  advice  &  consent  of  their  respective  Councils,  jjropose 
as  follows. 

That  from  the  mouth  of  Corotuek  River  or  Inlet,  & 
setting  the  Compass  on  the  North  Shoar,  thereof  a  due  West 
Line  be  run  &  fairly  mark'd,  &  if  it  happen  to  cut  Chowan 
River,  between  the  mouths  of  Nottoway  River  and  Wicocon 
Creek,  then  shall  the  same  direct  Course  be  continued  to- 
wards the  Mountains,  and  be  ever  deem'd  the  Sole  divideing 
line  between  Virginia  &  Carolina. 

That  if  the  said  West  Line  cuts  Chowan  River  to  the 
Southward  of  Wicocon  Cieek,  then  from  point  of  Intersec- 
tion the  Bounds  shall  be  allow'd  to  continue  up  the  middle 
of  the  said  Chowan  River  to  the  middle  of  the  Enlrance 
into  the  said  Wicocon  Creek,  and  from  thence  a  due  West 
Line  shall  divide  the  said  two  Governments. 

That  if  a  due  West  Line  shall  be  found  to  pass  through 
Islands  or  to  cut  out  small  Slips  of  Land,  which  might  much 
more  couvenicntly  be  included  in  one  Province  or  the  other 
by  Natural  Water  Bounds,  In  such  Cases  the  Persons  ap- 
pointed for  runing  the  Line  shall  have  power  to  settle 
Natural  Bounds,  provided  the  Commissioners  of  both  Sides 
agree  thereto,  and  that  all  such  Variations  from  the  West 
Line,  be  particularly  Noted  in  the  Maps  or  Plats,  which 
tliey  shall  return,  to  be  put  upon  the  Records  of  both  Gov- 
ei'uments,  all  which  is  Humbly  submitted  by 

CUALES   EDEN. 
A.   SPOTSWOOD. 
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Order  of  the  King  and  Council  upon  the  foregoing  Proposals, 
At  (he  Court  of  St.  James's  the  2Sth  day  of  March,  1729.' 
Present,  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

WHEREAS  it  has  beeu  represented  to  his  Majesty  at  the 
Board,  that  for  adjusting  the  disputes,  which  have  .Subsisted 
for  many  Years  past,  between  tlie  Colouj's  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  concerning  their  true  Boundarys,  the  kite 
Governors  of  the  said  coh^nys  did  some  time  since  agree 
upon  eerlaiu  Proposals  for  regulating  the  said  Boundarys 
for  the  future,  to  which  Proposals  the  Lords  Proprietors  of 
Oaroliua  have  given  their  assent ;  And  whereas  the  said 
Proposals  were  this  day  presented  to  his  Majesty  as  proper 
for  his  Royal  Approbation, 

His  Majesty  is  thereupon  pleas'd,  with  the  Advice  of  his 
Privy  Council,  to  approve  of  the  said  Proposals,  a  copy 
whereof  is  hereunto  annex' t,  and  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby 
order'd,  that  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Colony  of  Virginia,  do  settle  the  said  Boundarys,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  agreeable  to 
the  said  Proposals. 

EDWARD   SOUTHWELL. 


The  Lieut  Gonernor  of  Virginia's  Commission 
in  obedience  to  I  [is  Majesty'.'i  Order. 

George  the  second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  great  Britain, 
France  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  to  our 
I  rusty  and  well  beloved  William  Byrd,  Richard  Fitz- Wil- 
liam, and  William  Dandridge,  Esqrs.,  members  of  our 
council  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  Greeting  : 
Whereas  our  lale  Royal  Father  of  Blessed  memory  was 
graciously  pleas'd,  by  Order  in  his  Privy  Council,  bearing 
date  the  28  day  of  March  1727,  to  approve  of  certain  Pro- 
posals agreed  upon  by  Alexander  Spolswood,  Esqr.  late  Lieut 
1  It  tiliould  be  1727.— EurroR. 
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Governor  of  Virginia,  on  the  one  part,  and  Cliarles  Eden 
Esqr.  late  Governoor  of  the  I'rovinee  of  Nurtli  (!ar(jlina,  for 
determining  the  Controversy  lelating  to  the  Hounds  Ix-tweeii 
the  said  two  Governments,  and  was  fartlier  pleased  to  direit 
and  Order,  that  the  said  Boundaiys  shoud  be  laid  out  & 
settled  agreeable  to  the  said  Proposals.  Know  ye,  there- 
fore, that  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
Ability  &  Provident  circumspection,  have  assign'd,  consti- 
tuted &  appointed,  &  by  these  preseids  do  assign,  const  itule 
&  api)oint  you  &  every  of  you  jointly  &  severally,  our  Com- 
missioners for  &  on  behalf  of  our  Colony  &  Dominion  of 
Virginia,  to  meet  the  (Commissioners  apjjointed  or  lo  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  llie  Province  of  North  Carolina, 
and  in  conjunction  with  them  to  cause  a  Line  or  Lines  of 
J)i\'ision  to  l)c  run  and  markt,  to  divide  the  said  two  Gov- 
ernments according  to  the  proposals  above-mention'd,  & 
the  t)rder  of  our  late  Roj'al  Father,  Copies  of  both  which 
you  will  hercMith  receive,  and  we  do  further  give  and 
grant  unto  you,  and  in  case  of  the  Death  or  absence  of  any 
of  you,  such  of  you  as  shall  be  piesent,  full  power  and 
Authority  to  treat  &  agree  with  the  said  Commissioners  of 
the  Province  of  North  Carolina  on  such  rules  and  JNIethods 
as  you  shall  Judge  most  expedient  for  the  adjusting  and 
finally  determining  all  disputes  oi'  controversies  which 
may  arise,  touching  any  Islands  or  other  small  Slips  of  Land 
which  may  happen  to  be  inteisected  or  cut  off  by  the  divid- 
ing Line  aforesaid,  and  which  may  with  more  couvenieney 
be  included  in  the  One  Province  or  the  other  by  natural 
water  bounds,  agreeable  to  the  proposals  aforemention'd, 
aiul  generally  to  do  and  iierform  all  matters  and  things 
recpiisite  foi-  the  final  determination  and  Settlement  of  the 
.said  IJoundarys,  according  to  the  saiil  Projiosals.  And  lo 
the  end  our  Service  herein  may  not  be  disappointed  through 
the  refusal  or  delay  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Province 
of  Noith  Carolina,  lo  act  in  Conjunction  with  you  in  settling 
the  Boundarys  aforesaid,  we  do  hercliy  give  &  grant  unto 
you,  or  such  of  you  as  shall  l)e  present  at  the  lime  and  place 
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appointed  for  running  tlie  dividing  Line  aforesaid,  full 
power  and  Autliorily  lo  cause  the  said  Line  to  be  run  and 
niark'd  out,  conformable  lo  the  said  proposals,  having  due 
regard  to  the  doing  equal  Justice  to  Us,  and  to  the  Lords 
Pioprietors  of  Carolina,  any  refusal,  disagreement,  or  op- 
position of  the  said  Commissioners  of  North  Carolina  not- 
withstanding. And  in  that  ease  we  hereby  require  you  to 
make  a  true  report  of  your  proceedings  to  our  Lieut  Gov- 
ernor, or  Commander  in  Chief  of  Virginia,  in  order  to  be 
laid  before  us  for  our  approbation,  and  iinal  determination 
herein.  And  in  case  any  Person  or  Persons  whatsoever 
shall  presume  to  disturb.  Molest  or  resist  you,  or  any  of  the 
Ollicers  or  Persons  by  your  direction,  iu  running  the  said 
Ijine,  and  executing  the  Powers  herein  given  you,  we  do 
by  these  presents  (iive  and  Grant  unto  you,  or  such  of  you  as 
shall  be  attending  the  service  aforesaid,  full  power  &  Au- 
thority by  Warrant  under  youi-  or  any  of  your  hands  and 
Seals,  to  order  and  command  all  and  eveiy  the  Militia 
Officers  iu  our  counties  of  Piincess  Anne,  Norfolk,  Nanse- 
mond,  &  Isle  of  Wight,  or  other  the  adjacent  Counties,  to- 
getherwith  the  Shcriif  of  each  of  I  lie  said  Counties,  or  either 
of  them,  to  raise  the  Militia  &  posse  of  the  said  Several 
Counties,  for  the  removing  all  force  and  opposition,  which 
shall  or  may  be  made  to  you  in  the  due  Execution  of  this 
our  Commission,  &  we  do  hereby  will  and  require,  as  well 
the  Oflicers  of  the  said  militia,  as  all  other  our  Officers  & 
loving  Subjects  within  tJie  said  Counties,  &  all  others  whom 
it  may  concern,  to  be  obedient,  aiding  &  assisting  unto  you 
in  all  «&  Singular  the  Premises.  And  we  d(j  in  like  manner 
eonimand  &  require  you,  to  cause  fair  Maps  &  descriptions 
of  the  said  Dividing  liiiie,  and  the  remarkable  places  through 
which  it  shall  pass,  to  be  made  and  return'il  lo  our  Lieut 
(lovcruor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  said  Colony  for 
the  time  being,  iu  order  to  be  entered  on  llecord  in  the 
proper  Oftices  within  our  said  Colony.  Provided  that  you 
do  not,  by  colour  of  this  our  Commission,  take  upon  you  or 
determine  any  Private  man's  ])ropcrty,  in  or  to  the  Lands 
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which  shall  by  the  said  dividing  Ijine  be  included  within 
the  Limits  of  Virginia,  nor  of  any  other  niattfr  oi-  thing 
that  doth  not  relate  immediately  to  the  adjusting,  settling 
&  linal  Determinatioa  of  the  Boundary  aforesaid,  conform- 
able to  the  Proposals  hereinbefore  menliou'd,  and  not  other- 
wise. In  Witness  wliereof  we  have  caused  these  presents 
to  be  made.  Witness  our  trusLy  and  well  beloved  William 
Oooch,  Esqr.  our  Lieut  Governor  &  Commander  in  Chief  of 
our  Colony  &  Dominion  of  Virginia,  under  the  seal  of  our 
said  Colony,  at  Williamsburgh  the  14th  day  of  December, 
1727.  in  the  lirst  Year  of  our  Reigji. 

WILLIAM   GOOCH. 


The  Governour  of  N.  Carolina's  Commission  iii 
Obedience  to  His  Majesty's  Order. 

Sir  Richard  Everard,  Baronet,  Governor,  Captain  Gene- 
ral, Admiral,  and  Comnmnder  in  Chief  of  the  said  Province  : 
To  Christopher  Gale,  Esqr.  Chief  Justice,  John  Loviek  Esqr., 
Secretary,  Edward  Moseley,  Esqr.,  Surveyor  General  & 
William  Little  Esqr.,  Attorney  General,  Greeting  :  Whereas 
many  disputes  &  differences  have  formerly  been  between 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  province  and  those  of  his  IVfajesty's 
Colony  of  Virginia,  concerning  the  Boundarys  and  Limits 
between  the  said  two  Governments,  which  having  been 
duly  considered  by  Charles  Eden,  Esqr.,  late  Governor  of 
this  Province,  and  Alexander  Spotswood,  Esqr.,  late  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  they  agreed  to  certain  proposals  for  deter- 
mining the  said  controversy,  &  humbly  olfer'd  the  same  for 
his  Majesty's  Koyal  Approbation,  and  the  consent  of  the 
true  &  absolute  Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina,  and  his 
Majesty  having  been  ]jleas'd  to  signify  his  lioyal  a]>])roba- 
tion  of  those  proposals  (eonsent'd  unto  by  the  true  and  ab- 
solute Lords  Proprietors  of  Caroliua)  and  given  directions 
for  adjusting  &  settling  Ijie  Boundarys  as  near  as  may  be  lo 
the  said  Proposals  : 
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I,  therefore,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  j'ou 
ttie  said  Chiistoplier  (iale,  Joliu  JAivick,  l'](lward  Moseley 
and  ^'  illiaui  Little,  to  be  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the 
true  and  absolute  Lords  Proprietors,  and  that  you  iu  con- 
junction with  such  Commissioners  as  shall  be  nominated  for 
Virginia,  use  your  utmost  Endeavours,  and  take  all  necessary 
care  in  adjusting  and  settling  the  said  bouudarys,  by  draw- 
ing such  a  distinct  Line  or  Lines  of  Division  between 
the  said  two  I'rovinces,  as  near  as  reasonable  you  can  to  the 
Proposals  made  by  the  two  former  Governours,  and  the 
Instructions  hei'cwith  given  you.  Given  at  the  Council 
Chamber  in  Edentou,  under  my  hand,  and  the  Seal  of  the 
Colony,  the  21st  day  of  February,  anno  Dom  1727,i  and  in 
the  first  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  sovereign  Lord,  King 
George  the  Second. 

RICHARD  EVERARD. 


The  Protest  of  the  Carolina  Commissioners,  against  our 
Proceeding  on  the  Line  without  them. 

We  the  underwritten  Commissioners  for  the  Government 
of  N.  Carolina,  iu  conjunction  with  the  Commissioners  on 
the  part  of  Virginia,  having  run  the  Line  for  the  division 
of  the  two  Colonys  from  Corotuck  Inlet,  to  the  South  Branch 
of  Roauoak  River  ;  being  in  tlie  whole  about  170  Miles,  and 
near  50  Miles  without  the  Inhabitants,  being  of  Opinion 
we  had  run  the  Line  as  far  as  would  be  lequisite  for  a 
long  time.  Judged  the  carrying  it  farther  would  be  a  need 
less  charge  and  trouble.  And  the  Grand  Debate  which  had 
so  long  Subsisted  between  the  two  Governments,  about 
Wyanoke  River  or  Creek,  being  settled  at  our  former 
meeting  in  the  Spring,  when  we  were  ready  on  our  parts  to 
have  gone  with  the  Line  to  the  utmost  Inliabitants,  which 
if  it  had  been  done,  the  Line  at  any  time  after  might  have 
been  continued  at  an  easy  expense  by  a  Surveyor  on  each 
'  Fel^ruary  21,  1728,  by  New  Style.— EurroR. 
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side  ;  and  if  at  any  tiiiic  lieieafter  there  shou'd  be  occasion 
to  cany  the  Line  on  Airther  than  we  have  now  run  it,  whicli 
we  think  will  not  be  in  an  Age  or  two,  it  may  be  done  in 
the  same  easy  manner,  without  the  great  Expense  that  now 
attends  it.  And  on  tlie  Conference  of  atl  the  Comniissioneis, 
we  have  communicated  our  sentiments  thereon,  and  (h-clar'd 
our  Opinion,  that  we  had  gone  as  far  as  tlie  Service  re- 
quired, and  thought  proper  to  proceed  no  farther  ;  to  whicli 
it  was  answered  by  the  Commissioners  for  Virginia,  tliat 
they  iSliould  not  regard  what  we  did,  but  if  we  desisted, 
they  wou'd  proceed  witiiout  us.  15nt  we,  conceiving  by 
liis  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  they  were  directed  to  Act 
in  conjunction  with  the  Commissioners  a])pointcd  for  Caro- 
lina, &  having  accordingly  run  the  Line  jointly  so  far,  and 
Exchanged  Plans,  thought  they  cou'd  not  carrj'  on  I  he 
Bounds  singly  ;  but  that  tlieir  proceedings  without  us  wou'd 
be  inegular  &  invalid,  and  that  it  wou'd  be  no  Boundary, 
and  thought  proper  to  enter  our  Dissent  thereto.  Where- 
fore, for  the  reasons  aforesaid,  in  the  name  of  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Palatine,  and  the  rest  of  the  true  and  absolute 
Ijords  proprietors  of  Carolina,  we  do  hereby  dissent  anil 
Disallow  of  any  farther  pi'oceedings  with  the  Bounds  M'itli- 
out  our  Concurrence,  and  pursuant  to  our  Instructions  do 
give  this  our  DISSENT  in  Writing. 

EDWARD   MOSELEY. 

WILL   LITTLIC. 

c.  galp:. 

J.    LOVICK. 

October  7th,  1728. 


The  Answer  of  the  Virginia  Commissiimers 
to  the  foregoing  protest. 

WHEREAS,  on  the  7th  of  October  last,  a  paper  was  de- 
liver'd  to  us  by  the  Commissioners  of  N.  Carolina,  in  the 
Stile  of  a  Protest,  against  our  carrying  any  farther,  without 
them,  the  dividing  Line  between  the  2  Governments,  we, 
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the  under-nritten  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  Virginia, 
having  maturely  considered  the  reasons  offer'd  in  the  said 
PROTEST,  why  tliose  Gentlemen  retir'd  so  soon  from  thai 
Service,  beg  leave  to  return  the  following  answer  : 

They  are  pleas'd  in  the  first  place  to  alledge,  by  way  of 
Reason,  that  having  run  the  Line  near  50  Miles  beyontl  the 
Inhabitants,  it  was  Sufticient  for  along  lime,  in  their  Opin- 
ion for  an  Age  or  two.  To  this  we  answer  that,  by  bieak- 
ing  off  so  soon,  they  did  but  imperfectly  obey  his  Majesty's 
Order,  assented  to  by  the  Lords  Propiietors.  The  plain 
meaning  of  that  Order  was,  to  ascertain  the  Bounds  betwixt 
the  two  Governments  as  far  towards  the  Monutains  as  we 
cou'd,  that  neither  the  King's  Grants  may  heicafter  en- 
cioach  on  tlie  Lords  Proprietors',  noi'  theirs  on  the  Right 
of  his  Majesly.  And  tho  the  distance  towards  the  great 
]\rountains  be  not  precisely  defermin'd,  yet  surely  the  West 
line  shou'd  be  carry'd  as  near  them  as  may  be,  that  both 
the  King's  I^ands  and  those  of  their  Lordsiiijis,  may  be  taken 
up  the  faster,  and  that  his  Majesty's  Subjects  may  as  soon 
as  possible  extend  themselves  to  that  Natural  Barrier. 
This  they  will  certainly  do  in  a  few  Years,  when  they  know 
distinctly  in  which  Government  they  may  enter  for  the 
Land,  as  they  have  already  done  in  the  more  northern  ])arts 
of  Virginia.  So  that  'tis  Strange  the  Carolina  (Commission- 
ers should  affirm,  that  the  distance  only  of  50  Miles  above 
the  Inhabitants  wou'd  be  sufficient  to  carry  the  Line  for  an 
Age  or  two,  especially  considering  that,  two  or  three  days 
before  the  date  of  their  Protest,  Mr.  Mayo  had  enter'd  with 
them  for  2000  Acres  of  Land,  within  5  Miles  of  the  Place 
where  they  left  off.  Besides,  if  we  reflect  on  the  richness  of 
the  Soil  in  those  ])arts,  &  the  convenience  for  Stock,  we  may 
foretell,  without  the  Spirit  of  Divination,  that  there  will  be 
many  Settlements  higher  than  those  Gentlemen  went,  in 
less  than  ten  Years,  and  Perhaps  in  half  that  time. 

Another  reason  mention'd  in  the  Protest  for  their  retiring 
so  soon  from  the  Service  is,  that  their  going  farther  wou'd 
be  a  needless  charge  and  Trouble.     Anil  they  alledge  that 
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the  rest  may  be  done  by  one  Surveyor  on  a  side,  in  an  easy 
manner,  whenever  it  shall  be  thought  necessary. 

To  this  we  answer,  that  Frugality  for  the  Public  is  a  rare 
virtue,  but  when  the  public  Service  must  Sufl'er  by  it,  it 
degenerates  into  a  Vice.  And  this  will  ever  be  the  Case 
when  Gentlemen  Execute  the  orders  of  their  Superiors  by 
halves,  but  had  the  Carolina  Commissioners  been  sincerely 
frugal  for  their  Government,  why  did  they  carry  out  Pro- 
visions Sufficient  to  sujtport  them  and  their  Men  for  ten 
Weeks,  when  they  intended  not  to  tarry  half  that  time? 
This  Ihey  must  own  to  be  true,  since  they  brought  1000  lbs. 
of  Provisions  along  with  them.  Now,  after  so  great  an  Ex- 
pence  in  their  preitarations,  it  had  been  no  mighty  Addition 
to  their  Charge,  had  they  endured  the  Fatig\ie  5  or  G  Weeks 
longer.  It  wou'd  at  most  have  been  no  more  than  they 
must  be  at,  whenever  they  finish  their  Work,  even  tho  they 
shou'd  fancy  it  proper  to  trust  a  matter  of  that  consequence 
to  the  Management  of  one  Surveyor.  Such  a  one  must 
have  a  Number  of  Men  along  with  him,  both  for  his  assis- 
tance and  Defense,  and  those  Men  must  have  Provisions  to 
Support  them. 

These  are  all  the  reasons  these  Gentlemen  think  fit  to 
mention  in  their  protest,  tho  they  had  in  truth  a  more 
Powerful  argument  for  retiring  so  abruptly,  which,  because 
they  forgot,  it  will  be  neighbourly  to  help  them  out.  The 
provisions  they  intended  to  bring  along  with  them,  for  want 
of  Horses  to  carry  tliem,  were  partly  droppt  by  the  way,  & 
what  they  cou'd  bring  was  husljanded  so  ill,  that  after  18 
days,  (which  was  the  whole  lime  we  had  them  in  our  Com- 
pany,) they  had  no  more  left,  by  their  own  confession,  than 
two  Pounds  of  Biscuit  for  eacli  Man,  to  carry  them  home. 
However,  tho  this  was  an  unansweiable  Keason  for  Gentle- 
men for  leaving  the  Business  unfinisht,  it  was  none  at  all 
for  us,  who  had  at  that  time  Bread  Sufficient  for  7  Weeks 
longer.  Therefore,  lest  their  want  of  Management  might 
put  a  stop  to  his  Majesty's  Service,  &  frustrate  his  Koyal  in- 
tentions, we  judg'd  it  our  Duty  to  proceed  without  them. 
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and  luave  exi  ended  the  Dividing  Line  so  far  West  as  to  leave 
Hie  great  IMountains  ou  eucli  Laud  to  the  Kaslwaid  of  us. 
And  this  we  have  done  with  the  same  lidelily  &  exactness 
as  if  the  CientU'inen  liad  eontinued  witli  us.  Our  surveyors 
(whose  Integrily  I  am  perswaded  they  will  not  call  in  Ques- 
tion) continued  to  Act  under  the  same  Oath,  which  thej' 
had  done  from  the  beginning.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all 
this,  if  the  (Jovernmeut  of  N.  Carolina  shou'd  not  hold  itself 
bound  by  that  i)art  of  the  Line  which  we  made  without  the 
assistance  of  the  Commissioners,  yet  we  shall  have  this  bene- 
fit in  it  at  least,  that  his  Majesty  will  know  how  far  his 
Lands  reach  towards  the  South,  &  consequently  where  his 
Subjects  may  take  it  up,  &  how  far  they  may  be  granted 
without  Injustice  to  the  Lords  Proi)iictois.  To  this  we 
may  also  add,  that  liaving  the  Authority  of  our  Conimission, 
to  act  without  the  Commissioners  of  Carolina,  in  Case  of 
their  disagreement  or  refusal,  we  thouglit  ourselves  bound 
upon  their  Retreat  to  finish  the  Line  wilhout  them,  lest  his 
Majesty's  Service  might  Suffer  by  any  honour  or  neglect  ou 
their  part. 

WILLIAM   DANDRIDGE. 

W.    BYRD. 


The  Names  of  the  Comminsioners  to  direct  the  running  of  the 
Line  hetU'tea  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

WILLIAM    15YRD,  n 

RICIl'D    FITZ-WILLIAM,  f  ^  .    .  ^      ,^.     .    . 

WILLIAM  DANDRIDGE,  r*^'*™"^^^^^^""'^  ^^'"  ^^^S^"^^^" 

Esqis. ) 
CHRISTOPHER   GALE, 
JOHN    LOVEWICK, 

EDWARD   MOSELEY,         ^Commissioners  for  Carolina. 
W'M   LITTLE, 

Esqrs,, 
ALEX'R   IRVIN, 
WILLIAM   MAYO, 


>  Surveyors  for  Virginia. 
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EDW'D   MOSELEY, 
SAM'LL  SWAN, 

THE    REV'D    PETER    FOUNTAIN,    Chapldiii. 


.  Surveyors  for  N.  Carolina 


part  of  Virginia  to  ran  tku 
and  lY.  Carulina. 

Ou  the  2d  cxi)tdiliou. 
Peter  Joins, 
TLonias  Jones, 
Thomas  Sliort, 
Eobert  Ilix, 
JoLu  Evans, 
Stephen  Im  aiis. 
John  Ellis, 
John  Ellis,  Jr. 
Thomas  Wilson, 
George  Tilmau, 
Charles  Kimbal, 
George  Hamilton, 
Thomas  Jones,  Jiiu''- 
James  Petillo, 
Rieh'd  Smith, 
Abraham  Jones, 
Edward  Powell, 
William  Pool, 
William  C'alvert, 
James  Whitlock, 
Thomas  Page. 


Account  of  the  Expence  of  runniny  the  Line  between 
Virginia  and  N.  Carolina. 

To  the  Men's  Wages  iu  Currant  Money  .  .  .  227  10  0  ' 
To  Sundry  Disbursements  for  Provisions,  &e.  .  171  01  0 
To  Paid  the  Men  for  7  Horses  lost 44     0     0 


Names  of  the  Men  einployhl  on  the 

Line  between  that  Colony 

On  the  first  expedition. 

1. 

Peter  Jones, 

2. 

Thomas  Jones, 

3. 

Thomas  Short, 

4. 

Eobert  Hix, 

5. 

John  Evans, 

(J. 

Stephen  Evans, 

7. 

John  Ellis, 

8. 

John  Ellis,  Jr. 

9. 

Thomas  Wilson, 

10. 

George  Tilman, 

11. 

Charles  Kimbal, 

12. 

George  Hamilton, 

13. 

Robert  Allen, 

14. 

Thomas  Jones,  Jun'- 

15. 

James  Petillo, 

Hi. 

Richard  Smith, 

17. 

John  Rice. 

.C4!)5  11     6 
1  Tliere  la  an  error,  either  in  transcribing  these  ainounta  or  in 
tinding  their  sum.— EurroR. 
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The  Sum  of  £41)5  11  G  Cuireiit  Money  reduc't 
at  15  p  cent.  Sleiiiug  auiouiits  to    .     . 

To  piiid  to  colo  liyid 

To  paid  to  L'olo  iMiidiidgc  .... 
To  paid  to  Mr.  FitzAV'illiaiii  .... 
To  i)aid  to  the  Cliaplaiii,  J\Ij'.  Fountain 
To  paid  to  Mj'.  William  Mayo  .  .  . 
To  jjaid  to  Sir.  Alex  Iivin  .... 
To  ]jaid  for  a  Tent  and  Marquis  .     .     . 


430 

Mli 

I'O 


10 
7 
7 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


XI 000     0     0 
This  Suuim  was  discharg'd  by  a  Warrant  out  of  liis  l\la- 
jesty's  Quitrenls  from  the  Lauds  in  Virginia. 


A  JOURKEY  TO 
THE  LAND  OP  EDEN 


A  JOURNEY  TO 
THE  LAND  OF  EDEN: 


Anno  1733. 


KPT.  11.  Having  recommended 
my  Family  to  the  Proteetioji  of  the 
Ahnij^hty,  ]  crost  the  river  witli  2 
Servants  and  4  Horses,  and  rode 
to  Colo.  Mmnford's.  There  I  met 
my  Friend,  Mr  Banister,  who  was 
to  be  the  kind  (Jompanion  of  my  Travels.  1  stayed 
dinner  with  the  Gooil  Colonel,  Avhile  Mv.  Banister 
made  the  best  of  his  way  home,  to  get  his  Equipage 
ready,  in  order  to  join  me  the  next  day.  After 
dining  plentifully,  and  wishing  all  that  was  good 
to  the  household,  I  proceeded  to  Major  Miunford's, 
who  had  also  appointed  to  go  along  with  me.  I 
was  the  moi'e  obliged  to  Him,  because  he  made  me 
the  Complement  to  leave  the  Arms  of  a  pretty 
Wife,  to  lye  on  the  Cold  Ground  for  my  Sake. 
She  seemed  to  chide  me  with  her  Eyes,  for  coming 
to  take  her  Bed-fellow   from  hei',  now  the   Cold 
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weather  came  on,  and  to  make  my  peace,  I  was 
forced  to  promise  to  take  al)iindance  of  Care  of 
Ilim,  in  Order  to  lestore  him  Safe  and  Sonnd  to 
her  Embi-aces. 

12.  After  the  Major  had  cleared  his  Pipes,  in 
calling  with  much  Authority  about  him,  he  made  a 
Shift  to  truss  up  his  Ba<^gage  about  Nine  a'Clock. 
Near  the  Same  Ilcmr  my  Old  Friend  and  Fellow 
Travellor,  l*eter  Jones,  came  to  us  compleatly  ac- 
coutred. Then  we  fortifi'd  ourselves  with  a  Beef- 
Steake,  Ids't  our  Landlady  for  good  Luck,  and 
mounted  about  ten.  The  Major  took  one  Robin 
Boiling  with  him,  as  Squire  to  his  Body,  as  well  as 
CJonductor  of  his  Baggage.  Tom  Short  had  prom- 
ised to  attend  me,  but  had  mai'ry'd  a  Wife  and  coidd 
not  come.  We  cros't  Hatcher's  Run,  Gravelly  Run, 
Stony  Creek,  and  in  the  distance  of  about  20  Miles 
reach't  Sappony  chappel,  where  Mr.  Banister  join'd 
us.  Thus  agreeably  i-einforc't  we  proceeded  ten 
Miles  fuither,  to  Majoi-  End)ry's,  on  the  South  Side 
of  Nottoway  River.  The  Major  was  ill  of  a  purging 
and  vomiting,  attended  with  a  Feaver  which  had 
brought  him  low;  but  I  preso-ibed  him  a  Gallon 
oi-  two  of  Chicken  Broth,  which  wash't  him  as  clean 
as  a  Gun,  and  quench't  his  feaver.  Here  JVlajor 
Mayo  met  us,  well  equip't  for  a  March  into  the 
Woods,  bringing  a  Surveyor's  Tent,  that  would 
Shelter  a  Small  Troop.  Young  Tom  Jones  also 
repaired  hither  to  make  his  Excuse;  but  Old  Tom 
Jones,  by  the  priviledge  of  his  Age,  neithei-  came 
nor  sent,  so  that  we  were  not  so  strong  as  we  in- 
tended, being    disappointed    of    3    of    our    Ablest 
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Jforesters.  The  Entei-tainmeiit  we  met  with  was 
the  less  Sumptuous  by  Reason  of  our  Laudloid's 
Indisposition.  On  tliis  Occasion  we  were  as  little 
Troublesome  as  possible,  by  sending  part  of  oiu' 
Company  to  Richard  Birch's,  who  lives  just  by  tlie 
Bridge  over  the  River.  AVe  sent  for  an  Old  In- 
dian called  Shacco-Will,  living  about  7  Miles  off, 
who  reckon'd  himself  78  years  Old.  This  fellow 
pretendetl  he  could  conduct  us  to  a  Silver  Mine, 
that  lyes  either  upon  Eno  River,  or  a  Creek  of  it, 
not  far  from  where  the  Tuscaruros  once  lived. 
But  by  some  Circumstances  in  his  Stoiy,  it  seems 
to  be  rather  a  Lead  than  a  Silver  Mine.  How- 
ever, such  as  it  is,  he  promised  to  go  antl  Shew  it 
to  me  whenever  I  pleased.  To  comfort  his  Heart, 
T  gave  liim  a  Bottle  of  Rum,  with  which  he  made 
himself  very  happy,  and  all  the  Familey  very  mis- 
erable by  the  horrible  Noise  he  made  all  Night. 
13.  Our  Landlord  had  gi-eat  relief  from  my 
Remedy,  aud  found  himself  easy  this  Morning. 
On  this  Account  we  took  our  depaiture  with  more 
Satisfaction,  about  Nine,  and  having  pick't  up  oiu' 
Friends  at  IVIr.  Birch's,  pursued  oiu'  Journey  ovei' 
(.^iioique  Creek,  and  Sturgeon  Run,  as  fai'  as 
Brunswick  C-ourt  house,  about  12  Miles  beyond 
Notoway.  By  the  way,  I  sent  a  Runner  half  a 
Mile  out  of  the  Road  to  Colo.  Drury  Stith's,  who 
was  so  good  as  to  come  to  us.  We  cheer'd  Our 
hearts  with  Three  Bottles  of  pretty  good  Madeira, 
which  made  Driu-y  talk  very  hopefully  of  his  cop- 
per Mine.,  We  easily  prevailed  with  him  to  let  us 
have  his  Compan}-,  upon  coudition  we  would  take 
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the  Mine  in  our  way.  Fi-om  thence  we  proceeded 
to  Meherin  Kiver,  which  lys  8  Miles  beyond  the 
Court  house,  and  in  our  way  forded  Great  Creek. 
For  fear  of  being  l)ehited,  we  called  not  at  my 
Quarter,  where  Doni  Pedro  is  Overseer,  and  lives  in 
good  Repute  amongst  his  Neighbours.  In  Com- 
plement to  the  little  Major  we  went  out  of  onr 
way,  to  ly  at  a  Settlement  of  his  upon  Cock's 
Creek,  4  Miles  Short  of  Roanoak.  Our  Fare  here 
was  pretty  Coarse,  but  Mr.  lianister  and  1  took 
possession  of  the  Bed,  while  the  rest  of  the  Cimi- 
pany  lay  in  Bulk  upon  the  Flooi-.  This  Night  the 
little  Major  made  the  first  discovery  of  an  impa- 
tient and  peevish  Temper,  e([ually  unfit  botli  for  a 
Ti'aveller  and  a  Husband. 

14.  In  the  Morning  my  friend  Tom  AVilson  made 
me  a  Visit,  and  gave  me  his  Parole  that  he  would 
meet  us  at  Blue  Stone  Castle.  We  took  Horse 
about  Nine,  and  in  the  distance  of  Ten  Miles 
reach't  a  Quarter  of  Colo.  Stith's,  undei-  the 
Management  of  John  Tomasin.  This  Plantation 
lies  on  the  AVest  Side  of  Stith's  Creek,  which  was 
so  full  of  AVater,  by  reason  of  a  Fresh  in  the 
River,  that  we  cou'd  not  ford  it,  but  we  and  oui' 
Baggage  were  paddled  over  in  a  canoe,  and  our 
Horses  swam  by  our  Sides.  After  Staying  here 
an  lloui-,  with  some  of  Diana's  Maids  of  Honour, 
we  cross't  Miles'  C'reek  a  Small  Distance  off,  and 
at  the  End  of  Bight  Miles  were  met  by  a  tall,  mea- 
gre Figure,  which  I  took  at  first  for  an  Appaiition, 
but  it  proved  to  be  Colo.  Stith's  Miner.  I  con- 
cluded that  the  unwholesome  Vapours  arising  from 
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the  Copper  ^line  hud  made  this  Operator  such  a 
Skeleton,  biit  upon  Enquiry  understood  that  it 
was  Shear  Famine  hatl  broujiht  him  so  low.  He 
told  us  his  Stonuich  had  not  been  l)les''t  with  one 
Moisel  of  Meat  for  more  than  three  AV'eeks,  and 
tliat  too  he  hail  been  ol)lig-ed  to  Shoit  Allowance 
of  Bread,  by  reason  Corn  was  Scarce  and  to  lie 
fetch't  from  Tomasin's,  which  was  ten  lony  ^Miles 
from  the  Mine  where  he  liv'd.  However,  in  Spite 
of  this  Spare  dyet,  the  man  was  chearfull,  and  ut- 
tered no  Complaint.  Being'  conducted  by  him,  we 
reach't  the  Klines  about  five  a'clock,  and  pitch't 
oiu"  Tents,  for  the  first  time,  there  lieing  yet  no 
building'  erected  but  a  Log-house,  to  Shelter  the 
^liner  and  liis  two  Negroes.  AVe  examined  the 
Mine  and  found  it  dip^  from  East  to  West,  and 
shew'd  but  a  Slender  Adn,  embody'd  in  a  hanl 
rock  of  White  Spar.  The  Shaft  they  had  opened 
was  about  I'J  feet  deep,  and  (>  Over.  I  saw  no 
more  than  one  Peck  of  good  Ore  above  Gronnd, 
and  that  promis'd  to  be  very  Rich.  The  Engineei' 
seem'd  very  sanguine,  and  had  not  the  least  doubt 
but  his  Employer's  Fortune  was  made.  He  made 
us  the  Complement  of  3  Blasts,  and  We  tilled  his 
Belly  with  good  Beef  in  return,  which  in  liis 
hungry  Circumstances  was  the  most  agreeable 
I'resent  we  cou'd  make  him. 

15.  It  rain'd  in  the  Morning,  which  made  us  de- 
camp later  than  we  intended,  but  the  Clouds  clear- 
ing away  about  ten.  We  wish't  good  luck  to  the 
Mine  and  departed.  We  left  (dlo.  Stith  there  to 
keep  fast  with  his  Miner,  and  directed  our  Course 
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thro'  the  Woods  to  Boucher's  Creek,  which  hath 
its  Name  from  an  honest  Fellow  that  lives  upon  it. 
This  place  is  about  (5  Miles  fioni  Colo.  Stith's 
works,  and  can  also  I  toast  of  a  very  fair  Shew  of 
Copper  Oar.  It  is  dug-  out  of  the  side  of  a  Hill, 
that  rises  gradually  fi'oin  the  Creek  to  the  House. 
The  good  Man  was  I'roni  Home  hiuiself;  but  his 
Wife,  who  was  as  old  as  one  of  the  iSyltills,  re- 
fresh't  us  with  an  Ocean  of  IVlilk.  Hy  the  Sti-ength 
of  that  Entei'tainmeut,  we  pioeeeded  to  Mr.  Mum- 
ford's  Quarter,  about  5  Miles  off,  where  Josej)!! 
Colson  is  Overseer.  Hei'e  our  thirst}'  Companions 
rais'd  theii'  drooping  Spirits  with  a  ehearfull  Dram, 
and  having  wet  both  Eyes,  we  rode  on  7  Miles 
farther  to  Blue  Stone  Castle,  5  wliereof  were  thio' 
my  own  Land,  that  is  to  say,  all  above  Sandy 
(Jreek.  My  Land  there  in  all  extends  10  Miles 
upon  the  liiver;  and  ;i  charming  Islands,  namely, 
Sa])poni,  Occaneeche,  and  Totei-o,  run  along  the 
whole  length  of  it.  The  lowest  of  these  Islands  is 
tliree  Miles  lon^,  the  next  4,  and  the  uppermost  3, 
divided  from  each  other  by  only  a  Narrow  Strait. 
The  Soil  is  lich  in  all  of  them,  the  Timber  large, 
and  a  kind  of  Pea,  very  gratefull  to  Cattle  and 
Horses,  holds  green  all  the  Winter.  Koanoke 
Kivei'  is  divided  by  these  Islands;  that  paj't  which 
runs  on  the  Noi'th  Side  is  about  80  Yards,  and  that 
on  the  South  more  than  100.  A  large  Fresh  will 
overJlow  the  lower  part  of  these  Islands,  but  never 
covers  all,  so  that  the  Cattle  mav  always  recover  a 
Place  of  Security.  The  Middlen)ost  Island,  called 
Occaneeche  Island,  has  sevei'al  fields  in  it  where 
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Ocoaneeche  Indians  formeily  lived,  and  there  are 
still  some  remains  of  the  Peacli  Trees  they  planted. 
Here  grow  likewise  excellent  wild  Hops  withont 
any  Cultivation.  My  Overseer,  Hari-y  Morris,  did 
his  utmost  to  entertain  me  and  my  Company;  the 
worst  of  it  was,  we  were  obliged  all  to  be  littered 
down  in  one  Room,  in  Company  with  my  Landlady 
and  foui'  children,  one  of  which  was  very  Sick,  and 
consequently  very  fietfull. 

IG.  This  being  tSunday,  and  the  place  where  we 
were  quite  out  of  Christendom,  vei'y  little  Devotion 
went  forward.  I  thought  it  no  harm  to  take  a 
Sabbath  day's  Journey,  &  I'ode  with  my  Overseer 
to  a  new  Entry  I  had  made  upon  Blue  Stone  Creek, 
about  ii  Miles  from  the  Castle,  and  found  the  Land 
very  fertile  &  convenient.  It  consists  of  Low 
Crounds  and  Meadows  on  both  Sides  the  Creek. 
After  taking  a  View  of  this,  we  I'ode  2  Miles  farther 
to  a  Stony  Place,  where  there  were  some  Tokens 
of  a  Copper  Mine,  but  not  hopefull  enough  to  lay 
me  uiuler  any  Temptation.  Then  we  return'd  to 
the  Company,  and  founil  Tom  Wilson  was  come 
according  to  his  promise,  in  order  to  proceed  into 
the  AVoods  along  with  Us.  Jo.  Colson  likewise 
entered  into  pay,  having  cautiously  made  his  Bar- 
gain for  a  Pistole.  There  were  3  Tuskeruda  In- 
dians, (which  I  understood  had  been  kept  on  my 
Plantation  to  hunt  for  Harry  Moi-i-is,)  that  with 
much  ado  were  also  persuaded  to  be  of  the  party. 
My  Landlady  cou'd  not  forbear  discovering  some 
broad  Signs  of  the  fury,  by  breaking  out  into  inso- 
lent &   passionate   Expressions   against  the   [xmi- 
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Negroes.  And  if  my  Presence  cou'd  not  awe  Her, 
1  concluded  she  could  be  very  outrageous  when  I 
was  an  hundred  Miles  off.  This  infeience  T  came 
afterwards  to  undei-stand  was  but  too  true,  foi-, 
between  the  Husband  and  the  AVife,  the  Negiucs 
had  a  hard  time  of  it. 

17.  AVe  set  off  about  nine  from  Blue  Stone 
Castle,  and  rode  up  the  Eiver  (i  Miles,  (one  half 
f  which  distance  was  on  my  own  Land,)  as  far  as 
Major  Mund'oi'd's  Quarter,  where  Master  Ilogen 
was  Tenant  upon  Halves.  Hei'e  were  no  great 
Mai'ks  of  Industry,  the  AYeeds  being  neai-  as  high 
as  the  Corn.  JVIy  Islands  run  up  within  a  little 
way  of  this  Place,  which  will  expose  them  to  the 
Inrode  of  the  Major's  Creatures.  That  calPd 
Totero  Island,  lyes  too  convenient  not  to  receive 
Danuvge  that  way;  but  we  nuist  guard  against  it 
as  well  as  we  can.  After  the  Major  had  convinct 
Himself  of  the  Idleness  of  his  Tenant,  he  return'd 
back  to  Blue  Stone,  and  Harry  Moiris  and  I  went 
in  quest  of  a  fine  Copper  Mine,  which  he  had 
Seciu'ed  for  me  "m  the  Fork.  For  which  pui'pose, 
about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile,  higher  than  Hogen's, 
we  crost  a  Nanow  Branch  of  the  River  into  a 
small  Island,  not  yet  taken  up,  and  after  ti-aversing 
that,  forded  a  much  wider  Bi-anch  into  the  Foi-k  (jf 
the  Roanoke  River.  AVhere  we  landed  was  near  -} 
Miles  higher  up  than  the  Point  of  the  Fork.  AVe 
fii'st  directed  our  Course  Easterly  towards  that 
Point,  which  was  very  Sharp,  and  each  Branch  of 
the  Rivei-  AVhei'e  it  divided  iirst  seeni'd  not  to 
exceed    80    Yards    in.    Breadth.     The    Land    was 
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hiftkeii  and  l)ai-ren  ol'f  from  the  River,  till  we  came 
vvilhin  liait'  a  Mile  of  the  Point  where  the  Low- 
grounds  ])egan.  The  Same  Sort  of  Low  CJround 
run  up  eaeli  liraiieh  of  the  River.  That  on  the 
Staunton  (being  the  Northern  liraneh)  was  but 
Narrow,  but  that  on  the  South,  which  is  called  the 
Dau,  seem'd  to  carrv  a  wedth  of  at  least  half  a 
Mile.  After  discovering  this  Place,  for  which  I 
intended  to  enter,  we  rode  up  the  Mid-land  5  Miles 
to  view  the  Mine,  which  in  my  Opinion  hardly 
answered  the  Trouble  of  riding  so  far  out  of  our 
way.  We  returned  downwards  again  about  4 
Miles,  and  a  Mile  from  the  Point  found  a  good 
Fold  over  the  North  Rranch,  into  the  ui)[)er  end  of 
Totei-o  Island.  We  crost  the  River  there,  and 
near  the  Head  of  the  Island  saw  a  large  Quantity 
of  Wild  Hops  growing,  that  smelt  fragrantly,  and 
seem'd  to  be  in  great  perfection.  At  our  first 
Landing  we  were  so  hampered  with  Brand)les,  Vines 
and  Poke  Bushes,  that  our  Iloi-ses  could  hardly 
force  their  way  thro'  them.  However,  this  Uilli- 
culty  held  only  abcmt  25  Yards  at  each  end  of  the 
Island,  all  the  rest  being  very  level  and  free  from 
Underwood.  We  met  with  Old  Fields  where  the 
Indians  had  formerly  liv'd,  and  the  Gi'ass  grew  as 
high  as  a  Horse  and  his  Rider.  In  one  of  these 
Fields  were  large  Duck  I'onds,  very  linn  at  the 
Bottom,  to  which  Wild  fowl  resoit  in  the  Winter. 
In  the  Woody  part  of  the  Island  grows  a  Vetch, 
that  is  green  all  the  Winter,  and  a  great  Support 
for  Horses  &  Cattle,  tho'  it  is  to  be  fear'd  the 
Hogs  will  root  it  all  up.     There  is  u  Cave  in  this 
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Island,  in  which  the  Last  Totero  King,  with  only  2 
of  his  Men,  defended  himself  against  a  great  Host 
of  Northern  Indians,  &  at  last  oblig'd  them  to 
retire.  We  forded  the  Sti-eight  out  of  this  into 
Occaneechy  Island,  which  was  fnll  of  large  Trees, 
and  rich  Land,  and  the  South  part  of  it  is  too  high 
for  any  flood  less  than  Noah's  to  drown  it,  we  rode 
about  2  Miles  down  this  Island,  (being  half  the 
length  of  it,)  where  finding  ourselves  opposite  to 
lilue  Stone  Castle,  we  pass't  the  River  in  a  canoe, 
which  had  been  ordered  thither  for  that  pui-pose,  & 
joiii'd  our  Fi'iends,  very  much  tired,  not  so  much 
with  the  length  of  the  Journey,  as  with  the  heat  of 
the  Weather. 

18.  We  lay  by  till  the  return  of  the  Messenger 
that  we  sent  for  the  Amunition,  and  other  things 
left  at  the  Court  house.  Nor  had  the  Indians  yet 
join'd  us  according  to  their  Promise,  which  made 
us  begin  to  doubt  of  their  Veracity.  I  took  a  Soli- 
tary Walk  to  the  iirst  Ford  of  Blue  iitone  Creek, 
about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  from  the  House.  This 
Creek  had  its  Name  from  the  Colour  of  the  Stones, 
which  pav'd  the  Bottom  of  it,  and  are  so  smooth 
that  tis  probable  they  will  burn  into  Lime.  I  took 
care  to  return  to  my  Company  by  Dinnei'  time  that 
I  might  not  trespas  upon  their  Stomachs.  In  the 
Afternoon  1  was  paddled  by  the  Overseer  and  one 
of  my  Sei'vants  up  the  Creek,  but  coxi'd  proceed 
little  farther  than  a  Mile  because  of  the  Shoal 
Water.  All  the  way  we  perceiv'd  the  Bottom  of 
the  Creek  full  of  the  Blue  Stones  above  mention'd, 
Sufficient  in  quantity  to  build  a  large  Castle.     At 
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our  return  we  went  into  tlie  Middle  of  the  River, 
and  stood  upon  a  larji^e  Blue  Rock  to  An<i;le,  but 
without  any  Success.  We  broke  oft'  a  Fragment 
of  the  Rock,  and  foinid  it  as  heavy  as  so  much 
Lead.  Discouraged  by  our  ill  laick,  we  repair'd 
to  the  Company,  who  had  procui'ed  some  l^ieces  of 
Copper  Oar  from  Cargil's  Mine,  which  seem'd  full 
of  Metal.  This  Mine  lies  about  2  Miles  higher 
than  Major  Mumford's  Plantation,  ami  has  a  better 
Shew  than  any  yet  discover'il.  There  are  so  nuuiy 
appearances  of  Coppei'  in  these  Parts,  that  the  In- 
habitants seem  to  be  all  Mine-mad,  and  neglect 
nudving-  of  Corn  for  their  present  necessitys,  in 
hopes  of  growing  very  Rich  hereaftei'. 

11).  The  Heavens  lowr'd  a  little  upon  us  in  the 
Morning,  biit,  like  a  Damsel  rutlled  by  too  bold 
an  Address,  it  soon  clear'd  up  again.  Because  I 
detested  Idleness,  I  caus'd  my  Overseer  to  paddle 
me  up  the  River  as  far  as  the  Streight  that  divides 
Occaneechy  from  Totero  Island,  which  is  about  20 
Yards  wide.  There  runs  a  Swift  Stream  continu- 
ally out  of  the  South  part  of  the  River  into  the 
North,  and  is  in  some  places  very  deep.  We  crost 
the  South  part  of  tlie  opposite  Shoar,  to  view 
another  entry  I  had  made,  beginning  at  Buffalo 
Creek  and  running  up  the  River  to  guard  my 
Islands,  and  keep  off  I)ad  Neigliboui-s  on  that  Side. 
The  Land  seems  good  enough  for  Corn  along  the 
River,  but  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  back  tis  broken,  and 
full  of  Stones.  After  satisfying  my  Curiosity,  I 
return'd  the  way  that  I  came,  and  shot  the  same 
Streight  back  again,  and  paddled  down  the  River 
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to  the  Company.  When  we  <i;ot  home,  we  hiid  the 
f(»un(lation  of  two  hir^e  Citys.  One  at  Shaeco's, 
to  he  called  Richmoiul,  and  tlie  other  at  the  Point 
of  Appannittuek  Kivei-,  to  l)e  nam'd  Petei-shuigli.' 
These  Major  Mayo  offered  to  lay  out  into  Lots 
without  Fee  or  Reward.  The  Truth  of  it  is,  these 
two  places  heing  the  uppermost  Landing  of  James 
and  Appamattux  Kivei's,  are  naturally  intended  for 
Maits,  where  tiie  Trailick  of  the  Outei-  Jidiabitants 
must  Center.  Thus  we  did  not  build  (  !astles  oidy, 
but  also  Citys  in  the  Aii'.  In  the  Evening  our 
Ammunition  arrived  safe,  and  the  Lidians  came  to 
us,  resolving  to  make  part  of  our  Company,  uj)on 
Condition  of  their  being  Supply'd  with  PoAvder  and 
Shot,  and  having  the  Skins  of  all  the  Deer  they 
killM  to  their  own  proper  use. 

20.  Every  thing  being  i-eady  for  a  Maich,  we 
left  Blue  Stone  Castle  about  ten.  My  Company 
consisted  of  -f  Gentlemen  (Namely,  Maj  Mayo, 
Maj  Mumford,  Mr.  Banister  and  Mr.  Jones,)  and 
5  Woodsmen,  Tliomas  Wilson,  Henry  Moi-ris,  Jo- 
seph C(jlson,  Kobert  Boiling  and  Thomas  Iloopei-, 
4  Negroes  and  3  Tuscaruda  Indians.  With  this 
small  Troop  we  proceeded  up  the  River  as  far  as 
llogen's,  above  which,  about  a  quarter  of  a  Mile, 
we  forded  into  the  little  Island,  and  from  thence 
into  the  Fork  of  the  River.  The  Water  was  i-isen 
so  high,  that  it  ran   into  the  Top  of  my  Boots, 

1  Richmond    took     its    name  Virginia    Gazette,    April,    1737. 

from  a  fancied  resemblance  to  (See   Campbell's   Hist,   of  Va., 

the  site  of  the  town  by  the  same  p.   421.)      Petersburg    took    its 

name    near    Ijondon.     Its    lots  name  from  a  local  inhabitant, 
were  advertised  for  sale  in  the 
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but  without  giving'  me  any  Cold,  altho  I  rid  in  my 
wet  Stockings.  We  Landed  JJ  JVIiles  above  the 
point  of  the  Foi'k,  and,  after  marcliing  three  Miles 
farther,  reacht  the  Tenement  of  Peter  Mitchell, 
the  highest  Inhabitant  on  Roanoke  liivei'.  Two 
Miles  above  that  we  forded  a  AVater,  which  we 
named  Birche's  Creek,  not  far  from  the  Mouth, 
where  it  discharges  itself  into  the  Dan.  From 
thence  we  rode  tln-o  chai-ming  Low-Cirounds,  for 
G  Miles  together,  to  a  larger  Stream,  which  we 
agreed  to  call  Banister  Iviver.  We  were  puzzled 
to  find  a  Ford  by  reason  the  AVater  was  very  high, 
but  at  last  got  safe  over,  about  1^  Mile  fi'oni  the 
Banks  of  the  Dan.  In  our  way  we  kill'd  2  very 
large  Rattle-Snakes,  One  of  15  and  the  other  of  12 
Rattles.  They  were  both  fat,  but  nobody  would 
be  persuaded  to  carry  them  to  our  Quarters,  altho 
they  would  have  added  much  to  the  Luxury  of  our 
Supper.  We  pitcht  our  Tents  upon  Banistei' 
River,  where  we  feasted  on  a  Young  Buck  which 
had  the  ill  luck  to  cross  our  way.  It  rain'd  gieat 
pai't  of  the  Night,  with  very  loud  Thundei',  which 
rumbled  frightfully  amongst  the  tall  l^i'ees  that 
Surrounded  us  in  that  low  Ground,  but,  thank 
God  I  without  any  Danuige.  Om-  Indians  kill'd  3 
deer,  but  were  so  lazy  they  brought  them  not  to 
the  (Jamp,  preteiuling  for  their  Excuse  that  they 
were  too  lean. 

21.  The  necessity  of  drying  our  Baggage  pre- 
vented us  from  marching  till  11  a'clock.  Then  we 
proceeded  thio  low-Crrounds  which  were  tolerably 
wide  for  3  Miles  together,  as  far  as  a  Small  Creek, 
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named  by  us  Morris's  Creek.  Tliis  Tract  of  Land 
1  persuaded  Mr.  liauistcr  to  enter  for,  that  he 
might  not  be  a  loser  by  the  Expedition.  Tiie  Low 
Grounds  held  good  a  Mile  beyond  the  Creek,  and 
then  the  Highland  came  quite  to  the  Kiver,  and 
made  our  travelling  more  diliicult.  All  the  way 
we  went  we  perceiv'd  there  had  been  tall  Canes 
lately  growing  on  the  Bank  of  the  Ttiver,  but  were 
imivei'sally  kill'd;  And  inquiring  into  tlie  reason 
of  this  destruction,  we  were  told  that  the  Natuie 
of  those  Canes  was,  to  shed  their  Seed  but  once  in 
Seven  Years,  and  the  Succeeding  AVinter  to  dye, 
and  make  Room  for  Young  ones  to  grow  iq)  in 
their  Places.  Thus  much  was  certain,  that  4  Years 
before  we  saw  Canes  grow  and  flourish  in  Several 
Places,  where  they  now  lay  dead  and  dry  upon  the 
Ground.  The  whole  distance  we  travell'd  in  this 
day  by  Computation  was  15  Miles,  and  then  the 
Appearance  of  a  black  Cloud,  which  threaten'd  a 
Gust,  oblig'd  us  to  take  up  our  Quaiters.  We  had 
no  sooner  got  our  Tents  over  our  Heads,  but  it 
began  to  rain  and  thunder  furiously,  and  one  Clap 
succeeded  the  Lightening  the  same  Listant,  and 
made  all  tremble  before  it.  But,  blessed  be  God! 
it  spent  its  fury  upon  a  tall  Oak  just  by  our  Camp. 
Our  Indians  were  so  fearfull  of  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  C'ataubas,  that  they  durst  not  lose 
Sight  of  us  all  day;  so  they  kill'd  nothing,  and  we 
were  forc'd  to  make  a  temperate  Supper  upon 
Bread  and  Cheese.  It  was  Strange  we  met  with 
no  Wild  Turkeys,  this  being  the  Season  in  which 
great  Nundiers  of  them  used  to  be  seen  towaids 
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the  Mountains.  They  commonly  perch  on  the  high 
Trees  near  the  Rivers  and  Creeks.  IJut  this  Voy- 
age, to  our  great  Misfortune,  there  were  none  to  be 
found.  So  that  we  cou'd  not  commit  that  Abomi- 
nation, in  the  Sight  of  all  Indians,  of  mixing  the 
Flesli  of  Deer  &  Turkey  in  our  Broth. 

22.  We  were  again  olilig'd  to  dry  our  Bag- 
gage, which  had  thoroughly  soakt  with  the  heavy 
Rain  that  fell  in  the  Night.  While  we  staid  for  that, 
our  J  lunters  knockt  down  a  Brace  of  Bucks,  where- 
with we  made  ourselves  amends  for  our  Scanty 
Supper  the  aforegoing  Night.  AU  these  Matters 
being  duly  perform'd  made  it  near  Noon  befoi-e 
we  Sounded  to  Horse.  We  marcht- about  2  Miles 
over  fine  low-Grounds  to  a  most  pleasant  Stream, 
which  we  nam'tl  the  Medway,  and  by  the  way  dis- 
covei-'d  a  lich  Neck  of  Highland  that  lay  on  the 
South  Side  of  the  Dan,  and  lookt  very  tempting. 
Two  Miles  beyond  the  Medway,  we  forded  auothei' 
Creek,  which  we  called  Maosty  Creek.  The  whole 
distance  between  these  2  Streams  lay  exceeding- 
rich  Land,  &  the  same  continued  2  Miles  higher. 
This  body  of  Low-Ground  tempted  me  to  enter  for 
it,  to  serve  as  a  Stage  between  my  J^and  at  the 
Fork,  and  the  Land  of  Eden.  The  Heavens  lookt 
so  menacing  that  we  resolved  to  take  up  oui-  Quar- 
ters 2  Miles  above  INlaosty  Ci'eek,  where  we  in- 
trencht  ourselves  on  a  rising  Ground.  AVe  had  no 
sooner  taken  these  Precautions,  but  it  began  to 
rain  unmercifully,  and  to  put  out  our  Fire  as  fast 
as  we  cou'd  kindle  it;  nor  was  it  oidy  a  hasty 
Shower,  but  continued  with  great  impetuosity  most 
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part  of  the  Nij^lit.  We  ])refei'red  a  dry  Fast  to  a 
AYet  Feast,  being  unwilling  to  expose  the  People 
to  the  AVeather,  to  gratify  an  unreasonable  Appe- 
tite. However  it  was  some  coinfoit,  in  the  Midst 
of  our  Abstinence,  to  di-eani  of  the  delicious  Break- 
fast we  intended  to  make  next  Morning,  upon  a 
fat  Doe  and  two-year-Old  Bear  our  Ilunteis  had 
kill'tl  the  Evening  before.  Notwithstanding  all 
the  Care  we  cou'd  take,  several  of  the  IVleu  were 
diipping  wet,  and  among  the  rest,  Harry  Morris 
dabbled  so  long  in  the  Kain,  that  he  was  seized 
with  a  Violent  Fit  of  an  Ague  that  Shook  him 
almost  out  of  all  his  Patience. 

23.  It  was  no  loss  of  time  to  rest  in  our  Camp 
according  to  the  Duty  of  the  day,  because  our 
Baggage  was  so  wet  it  needed  a  whole  day  to  dry 
it.  For  this  purpose  we  kindled  4  Several  Fh-es, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Sun,  which  vouchsaft  us  not 
one  kind  look  the  whole  day.  My  Servant  had 
dropt  his  Great-Coat  Yesterday,  and  2  of  the  men 
were  so  good-Naturetl  as  to  ride  back  and  look  for 
it  to-day,  and  were  so  lucky  as  to  find  it.  Our  In- 
dians having  no  Notion  of  the  Sabbath,  went  out 
to  hunt  for  Something  for  dinner,  and  brought  a 
Young  Doe  back  along  with  them.  They  laught 
at  the  English  for  losing  one  day  in  Seven;  tho 
the  Joke  may  be  turned  ujion  them  for  losing  the 
whole  Seaven,  if  Idleness  and  doing  nothing  to  the 
purpose  may  be  called  loss  of  time.  I  lookt  out 
narrowly  for  Ginseng,  this  being  the  Season  when 
it  wears  its  Scarlet  Fruit,  but  neither  now  nor 
any  other  time  during  the  whole  Journey  cou'd  I 
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find  one  Single  Plant  of  it.  This  made  me  con- 
eliule  that  it  delighteil  not  in  quite  so  Southerly  a 
CUiniatc;  And  in  truth  I  never  heai'd  of  its  growing' 
on  this  Side  of  38  Degrees  of  J^atitude.  But  to 
make  amends  we  saw  abundance  of  Sugai'  Trees  in 
all  these  Low-Grounds,  which  the  whole  Summer 
long  the  AVoodpeckers  tap,  for  the  sweet  Juice  that 
flows  out  of  them.  Towards  the  Evening,  a  Sti'ong 
Norwester  was  so  kind  as  to  SAveep  all  the  Clouds 
away,  that  had  blacken'd  our  Sky,  and  moisten'd 
our  Skins,  for  some  time  past. 

24.  The  rest  the  Sabbath  had  given  us  made 
every  Body  alert  this  Moi'iiing,  so  that  we  mounted 
liefore  Nine  a'elock.  This  Diligence  happened  to 
be  the  more  necessary,  by  reason  the  "Woods  we 
encountei'ed  this  day  were  exceedingly  Bushy  and 
uneven.  At  the  distance  of  4  Miles  we  forded 
both  Branches  of  Forked  Cieek,  which  lay  within 
1000  Paces  from  each  other.  My  Horse  fell  twice 
under  me,  but,  thank  (lod!  without  any  Damage 
either  to  Himself  or  his  Kider;  and  Maj'r  Mayo's 
Baggage  Horse  roU'd  down  a  Steep  Hill,  and 
(Jround  all  his  Biscuit  to  Rocahominy.  My  great- 
est disaster  was  that,  in  mounting  one  of  the  Preci- 
pices, my  Steed  nuide  a  Shoit  turn  and  gave  my 
Knee  an  unmerciful  Bang  against  a  Tree,  &  I 
felt  the  Effects  of  it  Several  Days  after.  How- 
ever, this  was  no  Interruption  of  our  Journey,  but 
we  went  merrily  on,  and  2  Miles  farther  erost 
Peter's  Creek,  and  2  Miles  after  that  Jones'  Creek. 
Between  these  Creeks  was  a  Good  breadth  of 
Low-Giounds,  with  which  Mr.  Jones  was  tempted. 
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tho  he  shook  liis  head  at  the  distance.  A  little 
above  Jones'  Creek,  we  met  with  a  pleasant  Sitna- 
tion,  where  the  Ilerhag-e  appear'd  more  invitin-^- 
than  nsnal.  The  Iloises  were  so  fond  of  it  that 
we  determin'd  to  Camp  there,  altho'  the  Sun  had 
not  near  finisht  his  Course.  This  gave  some  of 
our  Company  leisure  to  go  out  and  search  for  the 
Place  where  our  Line  fii-st  crost  the  Dan,  and  by 
good  luck  they  found  it  within  half  a  Mile  of  the 
Camp.  But  the  Place  was  so  altei'ed  by  the  deso- 
lation which  had  happen'd  to  the  Canes,  (which 
had  formerly  fringed  the  Banks  of  the  Itiver  a  full 
Furlong  deep,)  that  we  hardly  knew  it  ag-ain. 
Pleus'd  with  this  discovery,  1  forgot  the  Pain  in 
my  knee,  and  the  whole  Company  ate  their  Veni- 
son without  any  other  Sauce  than  keen  Appetite. 

25.  The  Weather  now  befriending  us,  we  des- 
patcht  our  little  Affairs  in  good  tune,  and  marcht 
in  a  Body  to  the  Line.  It  Avas  already  grown  very 
dimm,  by  reason  many  of  the  markt  Ti'ees  were 
burnt  or  blown  down.  However,  we  made  Shift, 
after  riding  little  more  than  half  a  Mile,  to  find  it, 
and  having  once  found  it,  stuck  as  close  to  it  as 
we  could.  After  a  Maich  of  2  Miles,  we  got  upon 
Cane  Creek,  where  we  saw  the  same  Ilavock 
amongst  the  Old  Canes  that  we  had  observ'd  in 
other  places,  &  a  whole  Forest  of  Young  Ones 
Springing  up  in  their  Stead.  We  pursued  our 
Journey  over  Hills  and  Dales  till  we  arriv'd  at  the 
Second  Ford  of  the  Dan,  which  we  past  with  no 
other  Damage  than  Sopping  a  little  of  our  Bread, 
and  Shipping  some  Water  at  Lhe  Tops  of  our  Boots. 
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The  late  Kains  liaving'  been  a  little  immoderate, 
liad  j'ais'd  the  Watei'  and  made  a  currant  in  the 
Kiver.  We  di-ove  on  4  Miles  farther  to  a  plentifull 
Run  of  very  clear  Watei',  and  qnarter'd  on  a  rising 
Ground  a  Bow-Shot  tVoni  it.  AVe  had  no  sooner 
pitcht  the  Tents,  but  one  of  our  AV^oodsmen  alarm'd 
us  with  the  News  that  he  had  follow'd  tlie  Track 
of  a  great  Body  of  Indians  to  the  [)lace  where  they 
had  lately  encampt.  That  there  he  had  found  no 
less  than  Ten  Huts,  the  Poles  whereof  had  Green 
Leaves  still  fresh  upon  them.  That  each  of  these 
Huts  had  Shelter'd  at  least  Ten  Indians,  who,  by 
some  infallible  Marks,  must  have  been  Northern 
Indians.  That  they  nmst  needs  have  taken  their 
departure  from  thence  uo  longer  ago  than  the  day 
before,  having  erected  those  lints  to  ])rotect  them- 
selves from  the  late  Heavy  Rains.  These  Tidings 
1  could  perceive  were  a  little  Shocking  to  some  of 
the  Company,  and  particularly  the  little  Major, 
whose  Tongue  had  never  Iain  still,  was  taken 
Speechless  for  ]()  Hours.  I  put  as  good  a  Coun- 
tenance upon  the  Matter  as  I  cou'd,  assuring  my 
FelloAV  Travellers,  that  the  Noilhern  Indians  were 
at  Peace  with  us,  and  altho  one  or  two  of  them  may 
now  and  then  connnit  a  Robbei-y  or  a  Murder,  (as 
other  Rogues  do,)  yet  nationally  and  avowedly 
they  would  not  venture  to  hurt  us.  And  in  Case 
they  were  Cataubas,  the  Danger  would  be  as  little 
from  them,  because  they  are  too  fond  of  oiu*  Trade 
to  loose  it  for  the  pleasure  of  Shedding  a  little 
English  Blood.  But  Sui)posing  the  worst,  that 
they  might  break  tino  all  the  Rules  of  Self-Intei'- 
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est,  and  attack  us,  yet  we  ought  to  stand  liravely 
on  oiu"  defence,  and  sell  our  lives  as  dear  as  we 
could.  That  we  should  have  no  more  fear  on  this 
Occasion,  than  just  to  make  us  more  watchfull  and 
])etter  provided  to  receive  the  Enemy,  if  they  had 
the  Spirit  to  venture  upon  us.  This  reasoning  of 
mine,  tho  it  could  not  remove  the  Panick,  yet  it 
abated  something  of  the  Palpitation,  and  made  us 
double  our  Guard.  However,  I  found  it  took  off 
the  Edge  of  most  of  oui-  Appetites,  for  every  thing 
but  the  Kum  Bottle,  which  was  more  in  favoiu"  than 
e\er,  because  of  its  Cordial  Quality.  I  Hurt  my 
other  Knee  this  afternoon,  but  not  euough  to  spoil 
either  my  dancing  or  my  Stomach. 

2G.  We  liked  the  place  so  little  that  we  were 
glad  to  leave  it  this  Morning  as  soon  as  we  coidd. 
For  that  reason  we  were  all  on  Horseback  before 
Nine,  and  after  riding  4  Miles  arriv'd  at  the  Mouth 
of  Sable  Creek.  On  the  Eastern  Bank  of  that 
Creek,  G  Paces  from  the  Mouth,  and  just  at  the 
Jirink  of  the  River  Dan,  stands  a  Sugar  Ti-ee, 
which  is  the  beginning  of  my  line  Ti'act  of  land  in 
Carolina,  call'd  the  Jjand  of  Eden.  I  caus'd  the 
Initial  Letters  of  my  name  to  be  cut  on  a  large 
I'oplar  and  Beech  near  my  Corner,  for  the  more 
easy  linding  it  another  time.  We  then  made  a 
beginning  of  my  Survey,  directing  our  Course  due 
South  from  the  Sugar  Tree  above-mention'd.  In 
a  little  way  we  perceived  the  Creek  forkt,  and  the 
Western  Branch  was  wide  euough  to  merit  the 
name  of  a  River.  That  to  the  East  was  much  less, 
which  we  intersected  with  this  Course.     AVe  ran 
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Southerly  a  Mile,  and  found  the  Land  good  all  the 
way,  only  towards  the  End  of  it  we  saw  the  Trees 
destroy'd  in  such  a  Manner  that  there  Avere  hardly 
any  left  to  mark  my  Bounds.  Haveing  tinisht  this 
Course,  we  encampt  in  a  charming  Peninsula, 
form'd  by  the  Western  Branch  of  the  Creek.  It 
contain'd  about  40  Acres  of  very  Kich  Land,  gradu- 
ally descending  to  the  Creek,  and  is  a  delightful 
Situation  for  the  Manor  House.  My  Servant  had 
fed  so  intemperately  upon  Bear,  that  it  gave  him  a 
Scouring,  and  that  was  followed  by  the  Piles, 
which  made  riding  worse  to  him  than  Purgatory. 
But  annointing  with  the  Fat  of  the  same  Bear,  he 
soon  gi'ew  easy  again. 

27.  We  were  stirring  early  from  this  enchanting 
place,  and  ran  8  Miles  of  my  back  Line,  which 
tended  South  84^  Westerly.  We  found  the  Land 
uneaven,  but  tolerably  good,  tho  veiy  thin  of  Trees, 
and  those  that  were  standing  fit  for  little  but  fewel 
and  Fence-Rails.  Some  Conflagration  had  effectu- 
ally open'd  the  Countr}',  and  made  room  for  the 
Air  to  circulate.  We  crost  both  the  Branches  of 
Low  Land  Creek,  and  Sundry  other  Rills  of  fine 
Water.  From  every  Eminence  we  diseover'd  the 
Mountains  to  the  N.  West  of  us,  tho'  they  seem'd 
to  be  a  long  way  off.  Here  the  Air  felt  very  re- 
freshing and  agreeable  to  the  Lungs,  having  no 
Swamps  or  Marshes  to  taint  it.  Nor  was  this  the 
only  good  Effect  it  had,  but  it  likewise  made  us 
very  hungry,  so  that  we  Avere  forc'd  to  halt  and 
pacify  oiu'  Appetites  with  a  frugal  Repast  out  of 
our  Pockets,  which  Ave  washt  down  with  Water 
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from  a  Purling  Stream  just  by.  My  knees  pain'd 
me  very  mucli,  tho'  1  brolce  not  the  Laws  of  Trav- 
elling by  uttering  the  least  Complaint.  Measuring 
and  marking  spent  so  nmch  of  our  Time,  that  we 
could  advance  no  further  than  8  Miles,  and  the 
Chain  Carryer's  thought  that  a  gi-eat  way.  In  the 
Evening  we  took  up  our  Quarters  in  the  Low- 
Grounds  of  the  River,  which  oiu'  Scouts  inform'd 
us  was  but  200  Yards  ahead  of  us.  This  was  no 
Small  surprize,  because  we  had  llatter'd  tmrselves 
that  this  iiack  ]jine  would  not  have  Litersected  the 
Dan  at  all;  but  we  found  Ourselves  mistaken,  and 
plaiidy  perceived  that  it  ran  more  Southerly  than 
we  imagined,  and  in  all  likelihood  pierces  the 
ISIountains  where  they  form  an  Amphitheater.  The 
Venison  here  was  lean;  and  the  misfortune  was 
we  met  no  Bear  in  so  open  a  Country,  to  grease 
the  way  and  make  it  Slip  down.  In  the  Night  our 
Centinel  alarm'd  us  with  an  Idle  Suspicion  that  he 
heard  the  Indian  Whistle,  (which  amongst  them  is 
a  Signal  for  attacking  their  Enemies.)  This  made 
every  one  Stand  manfully  to  his  Ai'ins  in  a  Moment, 
and  I  found  no  Body  moi'e  undismayed  in  this  Sur- 
prize than  Mr.  Banister;  But  after  we  had  put 
ourselves  in  Battle  Array,  we  discovei'VI  this 
Whistle  to  be  nothing  but  the  Nocturnal  Note  of 
a  little  harmless  Bird,  that  inliabits  those  Woods. 
We  Avere  glad  to  find  the  Mistake,  and  conmiending 
the  Centinel  for  his  great  Vigilance,  compos'd  our 
Noble  Spii'its  again  to  rest  till  the  Morning.  How- 
ever, some  of  the  Company  dream'd  of  nothing  but 
Scalping  all  the  rest  of  the  Night. 
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28.  We  snapt  np  our  Breakfast  as  fast  as  we 
cou'd,  that  we  might  have  the  nioi'e  leisure  to  pick 
our  way  over  a  very  bad  Ford  across  the  River. 
Tho',  bad  as  it  was,  we  all  got  safe  on  the  other 
side.  We  were  no  sooner  Landed,  but  we  found 
ourselves  like  to  encounter  a  very  rough  and  almost 
impassable  Thicket.  However,  we  Scuflled  thro' 
it  without  any  dismay  or  Complaint.  This  was  a 
Copse  of  young  Saplins,  consisting  of  Oak,  Iliccory 
and  Sassafr'as,  which  are  the  growth  of  a  fertile 
Soil.  We  gain'dno  more  than  2  Miles  in  3  Hours 
in  this  perplext  Place,  and  after  that  had  the  Plea- 
sure to  issue  out  into  opener  AVoods.  The  Land 
was  genei'ally  good,  tho'  pretty  bare  of  Timbei', 
and  pai-ticularly  we  traverst  a  rich  Levil  of  at  least 
2  Miles.  Our  whole  day's  Journey  amounted  not 
(juite  to  5  Miles,  by  i-eason  we  had  been  so  hamper'd 
at  our  fii'st  setting  out.  AVe  were  glad  to  take 
up  our  Quarters  early  in  a  [)iece  of  fine  low- 
(irouiids,  lying  about  a  Mile  N.  of  the  River, 
'i^hus  we  perceiv'd  the  River  edged  away  gently 
towards  the  South,  and  never  likely  to  come  in  the 
way  of  om-  Course  again.  Nevertheless,  the  last 
time  we  saw  it,  it  kept  much  the  same  Breadth  and 
depth  that  it  had  where  it  divided  its  Waters  from 
the  Staunton,  and  in  all  likelihood  holds  its  own 
quite  as  high  as  the  Mountains. 

29.  In  Measui'ing  a  Mile  and  a  half  fai'ther  w^e 
reacht  the  lower  Ford  of  the  Irvin,  Avhich  branches 
from  the  Dan  about  2  Miles  to  the  S.  S.  E.  of  this 
place.  This  River  was  very  near  Three  Score 
Yards  over,  and  in  many  places  pretty  deep.    From 
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thejice,  in  little  more  than  a  Mile,  we  came  to  the 
End  of  this  Course,  being'  in  length  15  Miles  and 
88  Poles.  And  so  far  the  Land  held  reasonably 
good;  but  when  we  came  to  run  our  Northern 
Course  of  3  Miles,  to  the  place  where  the  Country 
line  intersects  the  same  Irvin  higher  up,  we  past 
ovei'  nothing  but  Stony  Hills,  and  barren  Grounds, 
cloth'd  with  little  Timber,  and  refresht  with  less 
Watei'.  All  my  hopes  were  in  the  Riches  that 
might  lye  under  Ground,  there  being  many  goodly 
"^rokens  of  Mines.  The  Stones  which  |>aved  the 
Kivei-,  both  by  their  Weight  &  Colour,  promised 
abundance  of  Metal;  but  whether  it  be  Silvei', 
Lead  or  Chopper,  is  beyond  our  Skill  to  discern. 
We  also  discover'd  many  shews  of  Marble,  of  a 
white  ground,  with  Streaks  of  red  and  purple.  So 
that  tis  possible  the  Treasure  in  the  Bowels  of  the 
Jilarth  may  make  ample  amends  for  the  l^ovei'ty  of 
its  Surface.  We  encampt  on  the  Bank  of  this 
River,  a  little  below  the  Dividing  Line,  and  near 
the  lower  end  of  an  Island  half  a  Mile  long, 
which,  for  the  Metal  lick  x\pj)earances,  we  dignify'd 
with  the  Name  of  Potosi.  Li  our  way  to  this  place 
we  treed  a  Bear,  of  so  mighty  a  Bulk,  that  when 
we  fecht  her  down  she  almost  made  an  Earthe- 
quake.  But  neither  the  Shot  nor  the  fall  disabled 
her  so  much,  but  she  had  like  to  have  hugg\l  one 
of  our  Dogs  to  Death  in  the  Violence  of  lier  Em- 
brace. We  exercis'd  the  Discipline  of  the  Woods, 
by  tossing  a  very  careless  Servant  in  a  Blanket, 
for  lossing  one  of  our  Axes. 

30.  This  being  Sunday,  we  were  glad  to   rest 
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from  our  Labours;  and,  to  help  I'estore  Our  Vig- 
our, several  of  us  pliiug'd  into  the  Kiver,  notwith- 
standing it  was  a  frosty  morning.  One  of  our 
Indians  went  in  along  with  us,  and  taught  us  their 
way  of  Swimming.  They  strike  not  out  both  hands 
together,  but  alternately  one  after  another,  wherel)y 
they  are  aide  to  swinnn  both  farther  and  fastei-  than 
we  do.  Near  the  Camp  grew  Sevei'al  large  Ches- 
nut  trees  very  fidl  of  Chesmits.  Our  men  were 
too  lazy  to  clindi  the  Trees  foi-  the  sake  of  the 
Fruit,  l)ut,  like  the  Indians,  chose  rather  to  cut 
them  down,  regardless  of  those  that  were  to  come 
aftei'.  Nor  did  they  esteem  such  kind  of  Woi'k 
any  breach  of  the  Sabbath,  so  \ong  as  it  helpt  to 
fill  their  Bellys.  One  of  the  Indians  shot  a  Bear, 
which  he  lugg'd  about  half  a  Mile  for  the  good  of 
the  Company.  These  Gentiles  have  no  distinction 
of  Days,  but  make  every  day  a  Sabbath,  except 
when  they  go  out  to  war  or  a  hunting,  and  then 
they  will  undergo  incredible  Fatigues.  Of  other 
work  the  Men  do  none,  thinking  it  below  the  dig- 
nity of  theii'  Sex,  but  make  the  poor  Women  do 
all  the  Drudgery.  They  have  a  blind  Tiadition 
amongst  them,  that  work  was  first  laid  upon  Man- 
kind by  the  fault  of  a  Female,  and  therefore  tis  but 
just  that  Sex  should  do  the  gi-eatest  part  of  it. 
This  they  plead  in  their  Excuse;  but  the  true  rea- 
son is,  that  the  Weakest  must  always  go  to  the 
Wall,  and  Supei'iority  has  from  the  beginning  un- 
generously impos'd  Slavery  on  those  who  ai'e  not 
able  to  resist  it. 

Oct.  1.  I  plung'd  once  more  into  the  Kiver  Irvin 
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this  Morning,  for  a  Small  Cold  I  had  caught,  and 
Avas  intirely  cured  by  it.  We  ran  the  3  Mile  Course 
IVoni  a  White  Oak  standing  on  my  Corner  upon 
the  AVestern  Baidv  of  the  River,  and  intersected  the 
place,  where  we  ended  the  Back  line  exactly,  and 
fixt  that  corner  at  a  Hiccory.  We  steer'd  South 
from  thence  about  a  Mile,  and  then  came  upon  the 
Dan,  which  thereabouts  makes  but  narrow  TjOw- 
Grounds.  We  fortled  it  about  a  Mile  and  a  half 
to  the  AVestward  tif  the  place  where  the  Irvin  inns 
into  it.  When  we  were  over,  we  deterniin'd  to 
ride  down  the  River  on  that  Side,  and  for  3  Miles 
found  the  High-Land  come  close  down  to  it,  pretty 
barren  and  uneaven.  But  then  on  a  Sudden  tiie 
Scene  chang'd,  and  we  were  siij)riz'd  with  an  Open- 
ing of  large  Extent,  where  the  Sauro  Indians  once 
liv'd,  who  had  been  a  considerable  Nation.  But 
the  frequent  Inroads  of  the  Senecas  annoy'd  them 
incessantly,  and  oblig'd  tliem  to  remove  from  this 
fine  Situation  about  30  Years  ago.  They  then  re- 
tired moi'e  Soutlierly,  as  far  as  Pee  Dee  River,  and 
incorporated  with  the  Kewawees,  where  a  Remnant 
of  them  is  still  surviveing.  It  must  have  been  a 
great  Misfortune  to  them  to  be  oblig'd  to  abandon 
so  beautiful  a  dwelling,  where  the  Air  is  whole- 
some, and  the  Soil  equal  in  Fertility  to  any  in  the 
A¥orld.  The  River  is  about  80  Yards  wide,  always 
conlin'd  within  its  lofty  Banks,  and  rolling  down 
its  AVaters,  as  sweet  as  Milk,  and  as  cleai-  as  Crys- 
tal. There  runs  a  charming  Level,  of  more  than  a 
Mile  Square,  that  will  bi-ing  forth  like  the  Lands 
of  Egy|)t,  without  being  overfiow'd  once  a  Year. 
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There  is  scarce  a  Shi-ub  in  \\evf  to  intercept  your 
Prospect,  but  Grass  as  liigh  as  a  Man  on  Horse- 
back. Towards  the  Woods  thei'e  is  a  gentle  As- 
cent, till  your  Sight  is  intercepted  by  an  Eminence, 
that  overlooks  the  whole  Landskape.  This  sweet 
Place  is  bounded  to  the  East  by  a  fine  Stream, 
call'd  Sauro  Creek,  which  running  out  of  the  Dan, 
and  tending  Westerly,  makes  the  whole  a  Penin- 
sula. I  cou'd  not  quit  this  Pleasant  Situation  with- 
out Regret,  but  often  faced  about  to  take  a  Parting 
look  at  it  as  far  as  1  could  see,  and  so  indeed  did 
all  the  rest  of  the  Company.  Hut  at  last  we  left  it 
quite  out  of  Sight,  and  continued  oui'  Coui-se  down 
the  River,  till  Avhere  it  intersects  my  Buck  line, 
which  was  about  5  Miles  below  Sani-o  To\vn.  We 
took  up  our  Quarters  at  the  same  Camp  where  we 
had  a  little  before  been  alarm'd  with  the  Suppos'd 
Indian  Whistle,  which  we  could  hardly  get  out  of 
our  heads.  However,  it  did  not  Spoil  our  rest; 
but  we  dreamt  all  iSTight's  of  the  delights  of  Ternpe 
and  the  Elysian  Fields. 

2.  We  awak'd  early  from  these  innocent  Dreams, 
and  took  Our  way  along  my  Back  line  till  we  came 
to  the  Corner  of  it.  Fi-om  thence  we  Slanted  to 
the  Country  Line,  and  kept  down  as  fai'  as  tlie  next 
fording  place  to  the  River,  making  in  the  whole  18 
Miles.  We  bi'eath'd  all  the  way  in  purt;  Air,  which 
seem'd  Friendly  of  the  Lungs,  and  circxdated  the 
Blood  and  Spirits  very  briskly.  Happy  will  be 
the  People  destin'd  for  so  wholesome  a  Sitiuition, 
where  they  may  live  to  fulness  of  days,  and  which  is 
nuich  better  Still,  with  much  Content  and  Gaiety  of 
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Heart.  On  every  riseing  Ground  we  faced  alioiit 
to  take  our  leave  of  the  Mountains,  whicli  still 
shew'd  their  Towering  Heads.  The  Gi'ound  was 
uneaven,  rising  into  Hills,  and  sinking  into  Valleys 
gi'eat  part  of  the  way,  but  the  Soil  was  good, 
abounding  in  most  places  with  a  greasy  black 
Mould.  We  took  up  our  Quarters  on  the  West- 
ern Bank  of  the  Kiver,  where  we  had  foi'ded  it  at 
our  coming  up.  One  of  our  Men,  Joseph  Colson 
l)y  Name,  a  timorous,  lazy  Fellow,  had  squandend 
away  his  Bread,  and  grew  very  uneasy  when  his 
own  ravening  had  I'ednced  him  to  Short  Allowance. 
He  was  one  of  those  Drones  who  love  to  do  little 
and  eat  much,  and  are  never  in  humour  unless  their 
Bellies  ai'e  full.  According  to  this  wrong  turn  of 
Oonstitution,  when  he  found  he  could  no  longer 
revel  in  Plenty,  he  began  to  break  the  Rules  l)y 
complaining  and  threatening  to  desert.  This  had 
like  to  have  bi'ought  him  to  the  Blanket,  but  his 
submission  repi'iev'd  him.  Tho'  Bread  grew  a 
little  Scanty  with  us,  we  had  Venison  in  abun- 
dance, which  a  true  Woodsuuui  can  eat  content- 
edly without  any  Hi'ead  at  all.  But  Bear's  Hcsh 
needs  something  of  the  Farinaceous,  to  make  it 
pass  easily  off  the  Stomach.  In  the  Night  we 
heard  a  Dog  bark  at  some  distance,  as  we  thought, 
Avhen  we  saw  all  our  own  Dogs  lying  about  the 
Fire.  This  was  another  Alarui;  but  we  soon  dis- 
cover'd  it  to  be  a  Wolf,  which  will  sometimes 
Bark  very  like  a  Dog,  but  something  Shriller. 

3.  The  fine  Season  continuing,  we  nuide  the  most 
of  it  by  leaving  oui'  Cj)uarters  as  soon  as  possible. 
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AVe  beg-;ui  to  measure  and  mark  tlie  Boinuls  of 
Maj'r  Mayo's  Land  on  the  South  of  the  Country 
Luie.  In  oi-der  to  do  this  we  mai'eht  round  the 
Bent  of  the  Kiver,  but  he  being  oblig'd  to  make  a 
traverse,  we  eou'd  reacli  no  farther  than  4  Miles. 
In  tlie  Distance  of  about  a  Mile  from  where  we 
lay,  we  crost  Cliff  Creek,  which  conlin'd  its  Stream 
within  such  high  Banks  that  it  was  ililHcidt  to  find 
a  Passage  over.  We  kept  close  to  the  ]iiver,  and 
12  INIiles  farther  came  to  Ilixe's  Creek,  Avhere 
al)undance  of  Canes  lay  dry  and  prostrate  on  the 
Ground,  having  Suffer'd  in  the  bite  Septennial 
Slaugliter  of  that  Vegetable.  A  Mile  after  that  we 
forded  another  Stream,  which  we  called  Hatcher's 
Creek,  from  two  Indian  Traders  of  that  Name, 
who  us'd  formerly  to  carry  Goods  to  the  Saiuo 
Indians.  Neai"  the  Banks  of  this  Cieek  I  found  a 
Large  Beech  Tree,  with  the  following  Inscription 
cut  upon  the  Bark  of  it,  "  J.  II.,  IL  II.,  B.  B.,  lay 
here  the  2-Ith  of  May,  1673."  It  was  not  difficult 
to  fill  up  these  Initials  with  the  following  Names, 
Joseph  Hatchej',  Henry  Hatcher  and  Benjamin 
Bullington,  3  Indian  Traders,  had  lodged  near  that 
Place  GO  Yeai's  before,  in  their  way  to  the  Saui'o 
Town.  But  the  Strangest  part  of  the  Story  was 
this,  that  these  letters,  cut  in  the  Bark,  sho'd  re- 
main j)erfectly  legible  so  long.  Nay,  if  no  Acci- 
dent befalls  the  Tree,  which  appears  to  be  still  in 
a  nourishing  Condition,  I  douljt  not  but  this  piece 
of  Antiquity  may  be  read  many  yeai's  hence.  We 
may  also  leai'u  from  it,  that  tlie  Beech  is  a  very 
long-liv'd  Ti-ee,  of  which  there  are  many  exceed- 
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ingly  large  in  tliese  Woods.  The  Major  took  in  a 
pretty  deal  oi'  ricli  l<jw-Groiind  into  his  Snrvey, 
but  unhappily  left  a  greater  Quantity  out,  whieh 
proves  the  Weakness  ol'  making  Entrys  by  guess. 
We  found  the  Dan  fordable  hei'eabouts  in  most 
places.  One  of  the  Indians  shot  a  AVild  Goose, 
that  was  very  lousy,  which  nevertheless  was  gcjod 
meat,  and  prov'd  those  Contemptible  Tasters  to 
be  no  bad  Tasters.  However,  for  those  Stomachs 
that  were  so  unhappy  as  to  be  Squeamish,  there 
was  plenty  of  fat  lirar,  we  having  kill'd  two  in  this 
day's  March. 

4.  I  caus'd  the  Men  to  use  double  Diligence  to 
assist  Maj'r  Mayo  in  fixing  the  Bounds  of  his  Land, 
because  he  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  abont 
Mine.  We  therefore  mounted  our  Horses  as  soon 
as  we  had  swallow'd  our  Breakfast.  Till  that  is 
duly  perform'd  a  AVoodsman  nuikes  a  Conscience 
of  exposeing  hunself  to  any  Fatigue.  We  pro- 
ceeded then  in  his  Survey,  and  made  an  End  before 
Night,  tho'  most  of  the  Company  wei'e  of  Opinion 
the  Land  was  hardly  worth  the  Trouble.  It  seeni'd 
most  of  it  befoi'e  below  the  Character  the  Discov- 
erers had  given  him  of  it.  AVe  fix'd  his  Eastern 
Corner  on  Cocquade  Creek,  and  then  continued 
our  March,  over  the  Hills  and  far  away  along  the 
Country  Line  2  INIiles  farther.  Nor  had  we  stopt 
theie,  unless  a  likelihood  of  Kain  had  oljlig'd  us 
to  encamp  on  an  Eminence  where  we  were  in  no 
danger  of  being  overllow'd.  l*eter  Jones  had  a 
smai't  fit  of  an  Ague,  whieh  Shook  him  severely, 
tho'  he  bore  it  like  a  ]\Ian ;  but  the  small  Major  liad 
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a  small  Fever,  and  bore  it  like  a  Child.  He  g^roan'd 
as  if  he  had  heen  in  Labunr,  and  thoug-Jit  verily  it 
won'd  be  his  Fate  to  die  like  a  Mutinous  Israelite 
in  the  Wilderness,  and  be  bury'd  under  a  heap  of 
Stones.  The  Rain  was  so  kind  as  to  give  us  Lei- 
sure to  secure  our  Selves  against  it,  but  came  how^- 
cver  time  enough  to  interrupt  our  Cookery,  so  that 
we  supt  as  temperately  as  so  many  Philosophers, 
and  kept  ourselves  Snug  within  our  Tents.  The 
worst  part  of  the  Story  was,  that  the  Centinels 
could  hardly  keep  our  Fires  from  being  extin- 
guisht  by  the  heaviness  of  the  Shower. 

5.  Our  Invalids  found  themselves  in  travelling 
Condition  this  Moi'uing,  and  began  to  conceive 
hopes  of  returning  home  and  dying  in  their  own 
Beds.  We  pui-sued  our  Journey  thro'  uneven  and 
perplext  Woods,  and  in  the  thickest  of  them  had 
the  Fortune  to  knock  down  a  Young  Buffalo,  2 
Years  old.  l^rovidence  threw  this  vast  Animal  in 
our  way  vei-y  Seasonably,  just  as  our  Provisions 
began  to  fail  us.  And  it  was  the  more  welcome 
too,  because  it  was  change  of  dyet,  which  of  all 
Varietys,  next  to  that  of  Bed-fellows,  is  the  most 
agreeable.  We  had  liv'd  upon  Venison  and  Bear 
til  our  Stomachs  loath'd  them  almost  as  much  as 
the  Hebrews  of  Old  did  their  Quails.  Our  liutchers 
were  so  unhandy  at  their  Business  that  we  grew 
very  lank  l)efore  we  cou'd  get  oui'  Dinner.  But 
when  it  came,  we  found  it  equal  in  in  goodness  to  the 
best  Beef.  They  made  it  the  longer  because  they 
kept  Sucking  the  Water  out  of  the  Guts,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  Catauba  Indians,  upon  the  ln-lief  that  it 
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is  a  great  Cordial,  and  will  even  nialce  tlieni  di  link, 
or  at  least  very  Gay.  We  encanipt  upon  Ilic^o 
Kiver,  pi'etty  high  up,  and  had  nnich  ado  to  j;et 
our  house  in  order,  bef'oi-e  a  heavy  Shower  (k-- 
scended  upon  us.  I  was  in  pain  lest  our  sick  urii 
might  suffer  by  the  Rain,  but  might  have  spai'd 
myself  the  Concern,  because  it  had  the  Effect  of  a 
Cold  bath  upon  them,  and  drove  away  their  dis- 
temper, or  rathei-  chang'd  it  into  a  Canine  Apj)etite, 
that  devour'd  all  before  it.  It  rain'd  Smartly  all 
Night  long,  which  made  our  Situation  on  the  Low- 
Ground  more  lit  for  Otters  than  Men. 

(5.  We  had  abundance  of  drying  AVork  this 
Morning  after  the  Clouds  broke  away  and  shevvM 
the  Sun  to  the  happy  b]aith.  It  was  impossible  foi- 
us  to  strike  the  Tents  till  the  afterno(tn,  and  then 
we  took  our  departure,  and  nuide  an  easy  nuuch  of 
■i  Miles  to  another  Bianch  of  Ilico  Kiver,  which 
we  call'd  Jesuit's  Creek,  because  it  misled  us.  We 
lugg'd  as  many  of  the  dainty  Pieces  of  the  Buffalo 
along  with  us  as  our  poor  Horses  cou'd  <'any,  envy- 
ing the  Wolves  the  pleasure  of  snili  Luxurious 
dyet.  Our  Quarters  were  taken  upon  a  deligliLfnl 
Il]minence,  that  Scornfully  ovirlooKl  the  Creek, 
and  afforded  us  a  dry  habitation.  We  made  Our 
Supper  on  the  Tongue  and  Udder  of  the  liuffalo, 
which  were  so  good,  that  a  Cardinal  Legat  might 
have  made  a  comfortable  Meal  upon  them  during 
the  Carnaval.  Nor  was  this  all,  but  we  had  still  a 
rarer  Morsel,  the  Bunch  riseing  up  between  the 
Slioulders  of  this  Aninnd,  which  is  very  tender  and 
veiy  fat.     The  rrimeings  of  a  Young  Doe,  which 
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one  of  the  Men  biought  to  the  Camp,  were  slightetl 
amidst  these  Daintys,  nor  wou'd  even  our  Servants 
be  fobb'd  off  with  Gates  so  common.  The  Low- 
Grounds  of  this  creek  are  Avide  in  many  phices, 
and  Ricli,  I)ut  seem  to  ly  within  reach  of  every 
Fnunchition ;  and  this  is  commonly  tlie  Case  with 
most  h)vv-(Jr(mnds,  that  ly  either  on  the  Rivers  or 
on  tlie  Creeks  that  run  into  them.  So  gi-eat  an 
Inconvenience  lessens  their  Value  very  much,  and 
makes  High-Land,  that  is  just  tolei-able,  of  greater 
Ad\antage  to  the  Owner.  Thei'e  he  will  l)e  more 
likely  to  rea|)  the  fruits  of  his  Industry  every  year, 
and  not  run  the  risque,  after  all  his  Toil,  to  see  the 
Sweat  of  his  Brow  carry'd  down  the  Stream,  and 
perhaps  many  of  his  Cattle  drown'd  into  the  Bar- 
gain. Perhaps  in  times  to  come  People  may  Bank 
their  Low-Grounds  as  they  do  in  Europe,  to  confine 
the  Water  within  its  natural  Bounds  to  pi-event 
these  Inconveniences. 

7.  The  Scarcity  of  Bi-ead,  join'd  to  the  Impa- 
tience of  some  of  our  Company,  laid  us  under  a 
kind  of  Necessity  to  hasten  our  Return  home. 
For  that  reason  we  thought  we  might  be  excused 
for  making  a  Sabbath  day's  Journey  of  abt)ut  5 
Miles,  as  far  as  our  Old  Camp  upon  Sugar  Ti'ee 
Creek.  On  oin-  way  we  forded  Buffalo  Creek, 
whicii  also  empties  its  Waters  into  llico  River. 
The  Woods  we  I'ode  thro'  were  open,  anil  the  Soil 
very  pi-omising,  great  part  thereof  being  Low- 
Grounds,  full  of  tall  and  large  Trees.  A  She  Bear 
had  the  ill  luck  to  cross  our  way,  which  was  large 
enouuh  to  afford  us  several  Luxurious  Meals.     I 
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paid  for  Violateiiig  the  Sabbath  l^y  lostiiig'  a  pair 
of  Gold  Buttons.  J  pitcht  my  Tent  on  the  very 
spot  1  had  done  when  we  ran  the  Dividing  Line 
between  Virj^'inia  and  Carolina.  The  lieeeh  whose 
bark  recorded  the  names  of  the  Carolina  Conmiis- 
sioners  was  still  Standino-,  and  we  did  them  the 
Justice  to  add  to  their  Names  a  Sketch  of  their 
Characters.  We  j^'ot  our  House  in  order  time 
enoug-h  to  walk  about  anil  make  some  slight  o])sei- 
vations.  There  were  Sugar  Trees  innumeralile 
growing  in  the  Low-Grounds  of  this  Creek,  from 
which  it  receiv'd  its  name.  They  were  numy  of 
them  as  tall  as  large  Jliccories,  with  Trunks  fi'om 
15  to  20  Inches  through.  The  Woodjieckers,  for 
the  pleasure  of  the  sweet  Juice  which  these  Trees 
yield,  pierce  the  liark  in  many  places,  and  do  great 
damage,  tho'  the  Trees  live  a  great  while  under  all 
these  AVounds.  Thei'e  grows  an  infinite  quantity 
of  Maidenhair,  which  seems  to  delight  most  in  Rich 
grounds.  The  Son-el  Tree  is  fref|uent  there,  whose 
leaves,  brew'd  in  Keei',  are  good  in  Dropsyes, 
Green-Sickness,  and  Cachexys.  We  also  saw  in 
this  Place  abundance  of  papa  Trees,  the  Wood 
whereof  the  Indians  make  very  dry  on  puipose  to 
rub  Fire  out  of  it.  Their  Method  of  doing  it  is 
this:  They  hold  one  of  these  dry  Sticks  in  each 
hand,  and  by  rubbing  them  hard  and  quick  togethei', 
rarify  the  Air  in  such  a  Manner  as  to  fetch  Fire  in 
ten  Minutes.  Whenevei*  they  offer  any  Saci'ilice 
to  their  God,  they  look  upon  it  as  a  Profanation  to 
make  use  of  Fire  already  kindled,  but  protluce 
fresh  Virgin  Fire  for  that  purpose,  by  i-ubbing  2 
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of  these  Sticks  tog'ether  that  never  had  Ijeen  us'd 
before  on  any  Occasion. 

8.  After  fortifying'  ourself  with  a  licai'  Break- 
fast, Majr  Mayo  took  what  help  he  thought  neces- 
sai'y,  and  began  to  Survey  the  Land,  with  wliich 
the  Commissioners  of  Caroliua  had  presented  liim 
upon  this  Creek.  After  running  the  bounds,  the 
Majoi'  was  a  httle  disappointed  in  the  Goodness  t)f 
the  Land,  but  as  it  liad  cost  him  notliing  it  cou'd 
be  no  bad  peiniywortli,  as  his  uppei"  Tract  I'cally 
was.  Wliile  that  business  was  carrying  on,  T  took 
my  ohl  Friend  and  Fellow  Traveller,  Tom  Wilson, 
and  went  to  view  the  Land  I  had  enter'd  for  iipon 
this  Creek,  on  the  North  of  the  Country  Line. 
We  rode  df)wn  the  Stream  alxmt  (5  Miles,  crossing 
it  siuKhy  times,  and  found  very  wide  Jjovv  Grounds 
on  both  sides  of  it,  oidy  we  observed,  wherever  the 
Low-Grounds  were  Broad  on  one  side  the  Creek, 
they  Avere  narrow  on  the  Other.  The  High  Lands 
we  were  oblig'd  to  pass  o\'er  were  very  good,  &  in 
some  places  descended  so  gi-adnally  to  the  cdga  of 
the  Low-grounds,  that  they  form'd  very  agreeable 
Prospects  and  pleasant  Sitiuitions  for  building. 
About  4  Miles  from  the  Line,  Sugar  Tree  Creek 
empty'd  itself  into  the  Ilico,  which  with  that  Addi- 
tion swell'd  into  a  fine  River.  In  this  Space  we 
saw  the  most,  and  most  promising  good  l^and  we 
had  met  with  in  all  oui-  Travels.  In  our  way 
we  shot  a  Doe,  but  she  not  falling  immediately,  we 
had  lost  our  Grame  had  not  the  Ravens,  by  their 
Croaking,  conducted  us  to  the  Thicket  where  she 
fell.     We  plunged  the  (Jarcass  of  the  Deer  into 
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tlie  Watei',  to  secure  it  from  these  Ominous  Hii'ds 
till  we  letiirn'd,  but  an  Hour  afterwards  were  sur- 
priz'd  with  the  Si^-ht  of  a  wolf  which  had  been 
lishing-  for  it,  and  devoui'M  one  Side.  We  knockt 
down  an  antient  She  Bear  that  had  no  Hesh  upon 
her  Bones,  so  we  left  it  to  the  Fi'ee-B<K)ters  of  the 
Forrest.  In  coming  back  to  the  Camp  we  discov- 
er'd  a  Solitary  Bull  Buffalo,  which  boldly  stood 
his  Ground,  contrary  to  the  Custom  of  that  Sliy 
Animal,  we  spar'd  his  Life,  tVom  a  pi-inciple  of 
never  Slaughtering  an  Innocent  Ci'eature  to  no 
purpose.  However,  we  made  ourselves  some  I)i- 
\ersion,  by  trying  if  he  wou'd  face  oui'  Dogs. 
He  was  so  far  from  retreating  at  their  Appi'oach, 
that  he  ran  at  them  with  great  fierceness,  cocking 
up  his  ridiculous  little  Tail,  and  grunting  Hke  a 
Hog.  The  Dogs  in  the  mean  time  only  plaid  al)out 
him,  not  venturing  within  reach  of  his  Hoi'us,  and 
by  their  nimbleness  cauie  off  with  a  whole  Skin. 
All  these  Adventures  we  related  at  our  return  to 
the  Camp,  and  what  was  more  to  the  purp<jse,  we 
cari'v'd  to  them  the  side  of  Venison  which  the 
Wolf  had  vouchsaft  to  leave  us.  After  we  had 
compos'd  ourselves  to  rest.  Our  Horses  ran  up  to 
Our  Camp  as  fast  as  theii'  IIol)bles  would  let  them. 
This  was  to  some  of  us  a  certain  Argument  that 
Indians  were  near,  whose  scent  the  Iloi'ses  can  no 
more  endure  than  they  i-an  their  Figuies;  tho'  it 
was  more  likely  they  had  been  scar'd  by  a  Panther 
or  some  other  Wild  lieast,  the  glaring  of  whose 
Eyes  are  very  tei'ii tying  to  them  in  a  dark  Night. 
9.  Maji'  Mayo's  Sui'vey  being  no  more  than  half 
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done,  we  wei'e  oblig'd  to  amuse  Ourselves  anotlier 
ilay  in  lliis  J'laee.  And  that  the  time  niiolit  not 
be  quite  lost,  we  put  our  Garments  and  Jiagg'ag-e 
into  g'ood  repair.  I  for  my  part  iiever  spent  a  (hvy 
so  well  duriii'j;'  the  wliole  Voyage.  I  had  an  im- 
pertinent Tooth  in  my  upper  Jaw,  that  had  been 
loose  for  some  time,  and  made  me  chew  with  great 
Caution.  Particularly  I  cou'd  not  grind  a  Biscuit 
but  with  nuich  deliberation  and  presence  of  mind. 
Tooth- Drawers  we  had  none  amongst  us,  nor  any 
of  the  Insti'uments  they  make  use  of.  However, 
Invention  supply'd  this  want  very  happily,  aud  I 
conti'iv'd  to  get  rid  of  this  troublesome  Companion 
by  cutting  a  Caper.  I  caused  a  Twine  to  be  fas- 
ten'd  I'ound  the  Root  of  my  Tooth,  about  u  Fathom 
in  Length,  and  then  ty'd  the  other  End  to  the  Snag 
of  a  Log  that  hiy  upon  the  Ground,  in  such  a  Man- 
ner that  1  cou'd  just  stand  U])i'ight.  Having  ad- 
justed my  String  in  this  nuuuier,  I  bent  my  Knees 
enough  to  enable  me  to  spring  vigorously  off  the 
(iround,  as  perpendicularly  as  I  cou'd.  The  force 
of  the  Leap  drew  out  the  Tooth  with  so  imich  ease 
that  I  felt  nothing  of  it,  nor  should  have  belicv'd 
it  was  come  away,  unless!  had  seen  it  dangling  at 
the  End  of  the  String.  An  Under  tooth  may  be 
fecht  out  by  standing  off  the  (iround  and  fastning 
your  Siring  at  due  distance  above- you.  And  hav- 
ing so  lixt  your  Geai',  jump  oft'  youi-  Standing,  and 
the  weight  of  yoiu-  Body,  added  to  the  force  of  the 
Spring,  will  poize  out  your  Tooth  with  less  pain 
than  any  Operator  upon  Earth  cou'd  draw  it.  This 
new  way  of  Tooth-drawing,  being  so  silently  and 
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deliberately  perfoi-in'd,  both  surprized  and  de- 
lighted all  that  weie  present,  who  coii'd  not  guess 
what  I  was  going  aljout.  I  innnediately  found  tlie 
benefit  of  getting  rid  of  this  troublesome  CJompan- 
ion,  by  eating  my  Supper  with  moi'e  comfoit  than  I 
had  done  during  the  whole  Expedition. 

In  the  JVIorning  we  made  an  End  of  our  Bread, 
and  all  the  rest  of  Our  Provision,  so  that  now  we 
began  to  travel  pretty  light.  All  the  Company 
were  Witnesses  how  good  the  Ijand  was  upon 
Sugar  Tree  Cieek,  ])ecause  we  rode  down  it  4 
Miles,  till  it  fell  into  Ilico  Rivei-.  Then  we  dii-ected 
our  Course  over  tlie  J  ligh  Laud,  thiiddng  to  Shoiten 
ouj-  way  to  Tom  AVilson's  Quarter.  Nevei'theless, 
it  was  oiu'  Fortune  to  fall  upon  the  Hico  again,  and 
then  kept  within  sight  of  it  several  Miles  together, 
till  we  came  neai'  the  Mouth.  Its  Baidis  were  liigh 
and  full  of  pi-ecipices  on  the  East  Side,  but  it  af- 
forded some  Low-Cirounds  on  the  West.  Within 
2  Miles  of  the  ]\Iouth  are  good  shews  of  Copper 
Mines,  as  Harry  Morris  told  me,  but  we  saw  no- 
thing of  them.  It  runs  into  the  Dan  just  below  a 
large  Fall,  but  the  chain  of  Rocks  dont  reach 
quite  cross  the  River,  to  inteix-ept  the  Navigation. 
About  a  Mile  below  lives  Aaron  Pinston,  at  a 
Quai-ter  belonging  to  Thomas  Wilson,  upon  Tewa- 
hoininy  Creek.  This  man  is  the  highest  Inhabitant 
on  the  South  side  of  the  Dan,  and  yet  reacons  him- 
self perfectly  safe  from  danger.  And  if  the  IJears, 
Wolves,  and  Pantheis  were  as  harndess  as  the 
Indians,  his  Stock  might  be  so  too.  Tom  AVilson  of- 
fer'd  to  knock  down  a  Steer  foi-  us,  but  I  would  by  no 
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means  accept  of  his  Crenerosity.  However,  we  were 
glad  of  a  i'ew  of  his  Peas  and  Potatoes,  and  some 
Kashers  of  his  Bacon,  npon  whicli  we  made  good 
Chcar.  This  Phintation  lys  about  a  Mile  from  the 
Mouth  of  Tewahomiuy,  and  about  the  same  dis- 
tance fi'oin  tlie  Mouth  of  llico  Kiver,  and  contains 
a  good  piece  of  Land.  The  Edifice  was  only  a 
Log  House,  affording  a  very  free  passage  foi'  the 
Air  thro'  every  part  of  it,  nor  was  the  cleanliness 
of  it  any  temptation  to  lye  out  of  our  Tents,  so  we 
encampt  once  more,  for  the  last  time,  in  the  open 
Field. 

11.  I  tippt  our  Landlady  with  what  I  imagined 
a  full  RcAvard  for  the  Trouble  we  had  given  her, 
and  then  moiuited  our  Iloises,  which  prickt  up 
their  Ears  after  the  2  Meals  they  had  eaten  of 
Corn.  In  the  Distance  of  alxjut  a  INIile  we  I'eacht 
the  Dan,  Avhich  we  forded  with  some  dilHculty  into 
the  Fork.  Tiie  Water  was  pretty  high  in  the 
River,  and  the  Currant  something  Rajiid,  neverthe- 
less all  the  Company  got  over  safe,  with  only  a 
little  Water  in  their  boots.  After  traversing  the 
Foi'k,  which  was  thei'e  at  least  2  good  Miles  across, 
AVe  forded  the  Stanton  into  a  little  Island,  &  then 
the  narrow  Branch  of  the  same  to  the  main  Land. 
We  took  Majr  Mumford's  Tenant  in  Our  way, 
where  we  moisteu'd  Our  Thi'oats  with  a  little  Milk, 
and  then  pi-oceeded  in  good  Order  to  IJlue  Stone 
Castle.  My  Ijandhuly  received  ns  with  a  grim 
Sort  of  a  welcome,  which  I  did  not  expect,  since  I 
brought  her  Husband  back  in  good  Health,  tho' 
perhaps  that  might  lie  the  Reason.     Tis  sure  some- 
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thing-  or  other  did  teize  her,  and  she  was  a  female 
ul'  too  strong  Passions  to  know  how  to  dissemltle. 
However,  she  was  so  Civil  as  to  get  ns  a  good  Din- 
ner, which  I  was  the  l)etter  pleas'd  with  beeanse 
Colo.  Cock  and  Mr.  Mmnt'ord  came  time  enongli 
to  partake  of  it.  The  Colo,  had  been  Surveying 
Lands  in  these  parts,  and  particularly  that  on  wiiicli 
Mr.  Stith's  Copper  Mine  lys,  as  likewise  a  Tract 
on  which  Cornelius  Cai-gill  has  fine  Appearances. 
lie  had  Init  a  poor  Opinion  of  Mr.  Stith's  Mine, 
foretelling  it  would  be  all  labour  in  vain,  but 
thought  something  bettei-  of  Mr.  Cargill's.  Aftci- 
J)inner  these  Centlemen  took  their  Leaves,  and  at 
the  same  time  I  discharg'd  2  of  my  fellow  liavel- 
lors,  Thomas  Wilson  and  Joseph  Colson,  after 
having  made  their  Hearts  meii-y,  and  giving  each 
of  them  a  i)iece  of  (iold  to  I'ub  their  lllyes  with. 
We  now  return'd  to  that  Evil  Custom  of  lying  in 
a  house,  and  an  evil  one  it  is,  when  ten  or  a  dozen 
People  are  forct  to  pig  together  in  a  Room,  as 
we  did,  and  were  troubled  with  the  Squalling  of 
peevish,  dirty  Childi-en  into  the  Bargain. 

12.  We  eat  our  Fill  of  Potatoes  and  ISIilk,  which 
seems  delicious  Fare  to  those  who  have  nnule  a 
Campaign  in  the  Woods.  I  then  took  my  lirst 
Minister,  Harry  Morris,  up  the  Hill,  &  markt  out 
the  place  where  Blue  stone  Castle  was  to  Stand, 
and  overlook  the  Adjacent  Countiy.  After  that  I 
put  my  Fi'iend  in  mind  of  many  tilings  he  had  done 
amiss,  which  he  promis'd  faithfully  to  I'efoi'm.  I 
was  so  much  an  Infidel  to  his  fair  Speeches,  (hav- 
ing been  many  times  deceivM  by  them,)  that  I  was 
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i'orc'd  to  thi-eaten  him  with  my  highest  displeasure, 
unless  he  mended  his  Conduct  veiy  nuich.  I  also 
let  him  know,  that  he  was  not  only  to  Correct  his 
own  Ei-rors,  but  likewise  those  of  his  Wife,  since 
the  power  certainly  belong'd  to  him,  in  Vertue  of  his 
Conjugal  Authority.  lie  Scratcht  his  head  at  this 
last  Admonition,  from  whence  I  inferred  that  the 
Gray  Maie  was  the  better  Iloise.  We  gave  our 
heavy  Baggage  2  houi-s'  Start,  and  about  noon  fol- 
low'd  them,  and  in  12  Miles  reacht  John  Butcher's, 
calling  liy  the  way  for  Master  Mumford,  in  order 
to  take  him  along  with  us.  Mr.  Butcher  receiv'd 
us  kindly,  and  we  luul  a  true  Roanoke  Enteitain- 
ment  of  Pork  upon  Pork,  and  Pork  again  upon 
that.  He  told  us  he  had  been  one  of  the  first 
Seated  in  that  remote  part  of  the  Country,  and  in 
the  beginning  had  been  forct,  like  the  great  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, to  live  a  considerable  time  upon  Grass. 
This  honest  man  sat  a  mighty  Value  on  the  Mine 
he  fancyed  he  had  in  his  Pasture,  and  shew'd  Us 
some  of  the  Oar,  which  he  was  nnide  to  believe  was 
a  Gray  Chopper,  and  wou'd  certainly  make  his  Foi'- 
tuue.  But  there  is  a  bad  Distemper  rages  in  those 
parts,  that  grows  very  Epidemical.  The  People 
are  all  Mine  mad,  and  neglecting  to  make  C-oi-n, 
starve  theii-  Pamilys  in  hopes  to  live  in  great  Plenty 
hereafter.  Mr.  Stith  was  the  first  that  was  seiz'd 
with  the  Frenzy,  and  has  spread  the  Contagion  far 
and  near.  As  you  ride  along  the  Woods,  you  see 
all  the  large  Stones  Icnockt  to  i)ieces,  nor  can  a 
poor  Mareasite  rest  cpiietly  in  its  Bed  for  these  Cu- 
rious Inquirers.     Our  conversation  ran  altogethei- 
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upon  this  darling  Subject,  til  the  hour  came  for 
oui'  lying  in  bulk  together. 

13.  After  breaking  our  fast  with  a  Sea  of  Milk 
and  potatos,  we  took  oiu"  leave,  and  I  crosst  my 
Landlady's  hand  with  a  piece  of  Money.  She  i-e- 
fus\l  the  Offer  at  fiist,  but,  like  a  true  Woman, 
accepted  of  it  when  it  was  put  Plome  to  Her.  She 
told  me  the  utmost  she  was  al)le  to  do  for  me  was 
a  trifle  in  Comparison  of  some  favour  I  had  for- 
mei'ly  done  Her;  but  what  that  favour  was,  neither 
I  cou'd  recollect,  nor  did  she  think  proper  to  ex- 
plain. Tlio'  it  threaten'd  Rain,  we  proceeded  on 
our  Jouiney,  and  jogg'd  on  in  the  New  Road  for 
20  Miles,  that  is  as  far  as  it  Avas  clear'd  at  that 
time,  and  found  it  wou'd  soon  come  to  be  a  veiy 
good  one  after  it  was  well  gi'ul)b'd.  About  K  Miles 
from  John  Butcher's,  we  crosst  Allen's  Creek,  4 
Miles  above  Mi-.  Stith's  Mine.  Near  the  Mouth  of 
this  (Jreek  is  a  good  Body  of  rich  Laud,  whei'cof 
Occaneechy  Neck  is  a  pait.  It  was  entei-'d  foi' 
many  Yeai's  ago  by  Colo.  ITairisou  and  Colo.  Allen, 
but  to  this  day  is  held  without  Patent  or  Improve- 
ment. And  they  say  Mr.  liolling  dos  the  same, 
with  a  Thousand  Acres  lying  below  John  Butcher's. 
After  beating  the  new  Road  for  20  Miles,  we  struck 
off  towards  Meherrin,  which  we  reacht  in  8  Miles 
farther,  &  then  came  to  the  Plantation  of  eToshua 
Nicholson,  where  Daniel  Tayloi'  lives  for  Halves. 
There  was  a  poor  diity  house,  with  hardly  any 
thing  in  it  but  Children,  that  wallow'd  abont  like 
so  many  Pigs.  Tt  is  a  common  (Jase  in  this  part 
of  the  Country,  that  Peo[)le  live  worst  upon  good 
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Land ;  and  the  more  they  are  befriended  by  the 
Soil  and  the  clymate,  the  less  they  will  do  for 
themselves.  This  man  was  an  Instance  of  it,  for 
tho'  his  Plantation  would  make  Plentiful  returns 
for  a  little  Industry,  yet  he  wantinj^  that,  wanted 
every  thing'.  The  Wonum  did  all  that  was  done 
in  the  Family,  and  the  few  Garments  they  had  to 
cover  their  dirty  Hides  were  owing  to  her  Industry. 
AVe  cou'd  have  no  Supply s  from  such  Neighbours 
as  these,  but  depended  on  our  own  KnapSacks,  in 
which  we  had  some  Remnants  of  cold  Fowls  that 
we  bi'onght  from  Bluestone  Castle.  When  my 
House  was  in  Older,  the  whole  Family  came  and 
adinir'd  it,  as  much  as  if  it  had  lieeii  the  (Ti'and 
Vizier's  Tent  in  the  Turkish  Aiiny. 

l-I.  The  sabbath  was  now  come  round  again, 
and  altho'  our  Horses  wou'd  have  been  glad  to 
take  the  beneiit  of  it,  yet  we  determin'd  to  make  a 
Sunday's  flourney  to  Brunswick  Church,  which 
lay  about  8  Miles  off.  Tho'  our  liaiidlord  cou'd 
do  little  for  us,  nevertheless,  we  did  him  all  the 
good  we  were  able,  by  bleeding  his  sick  Negi'o, 
and  giving  him  a  Dose  of  Indian  Physick.  We 
got  to  Church  in  decent  time,  and  Mr.  Hetty,  the 
Parson  of  the  Pai'ish,  entertaiii'd  us  with  a  good 
honest  Sermon,  but  whether  he  bought  it,  or  boi- 
row'd  it,  would  have  been  uncivil  in  us  to  inquire. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  he  is  a  decent  Man,  with  a  dou- 
ble Chin  that  fits  gracefully  over  his  Band,  and  his 
Parish,  especially  the  Female  part  of  it,  like  him 
well.  We  wei-e  not  crowded  at  Church,  tho'  it 
was  a  new  thing  in  that  remote  part  of  the  Coun- 
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try.  What  Women  happen'd  to  be  there,  were  veiy 
giiii  and  tyily  in  the  work  of  then-  own  haiuls,  vvhieh 
made  them  look  teniptin":  in  the  Eyes  of  lis  Fores- 
ters. AVhen  Chni'ch  was  done,  we  refresht  onr 
Teacher  with  a  Ghiss  of  AVine,  and  then  receiving 
his  Blessing,  took  Horse  and  directed  onr  (Juiirse 
to  Maj'r  Embry's.  The  Distance  thither  was  re- 
puted 15  Miles,  butappear'd  less  by  the  Company 
of  a  Nymph  of  those  Woods,  whom  Innocence, 
and  wholesome  Flesh  and  Blood  made  very  allur- 
ing. In  our  way  we  crost  Stuigeon  Creek  and 
Queoclvy  Creek,  but  at  our  Journey's  end  weie  so 
unlucky  as  not  to  find  either  Master  or  Mistress 
at  home.  However,  after  2  hom-s  of  hungry  Ex- 
pectation, the  good  Woman  luckily  found  her  way 
home,  and  provided  very  hospitably  for  us.  As 
for  the  Major,  he  had  i)rolited  so  nuich  l)y  my  Pre- 
scription, as  to  make  a  Journey  to  Williamsburgli, 
which  required  pretty  good  health,  the  distance 
being  little  Short  of  100  Miles. 

15.  After  our  Bounteous  Landlady  had  cherisht 
us  with  Roast  Beef  and  Chicken-Pye,  we  thank- 
fully took  Leave.  At  the  same  time  we  separated 
from  our  good  Fi-iend  and  Fellow  Tiavellei',  Maj'r 
Mayo,  who  steer'd  directly  home.  He  is  certtiinly 
a  veiy  iiseful,  as  well  as  an  agi-eeable  Companion 
in  the  AVoods,  being  ever  cheerful  &  gootl-hu- 
mour'd,  under  all  the  little  Crosses,  disasters,  and 
disappointments  of  that  randding  Life.  As  many 
of  us  as  remain'd  jogg'd  on  together  to  Saponi 
Chapel,  where  I  thankt  Major  Mumford  and  Peter 
Jones  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken  in  this  long 
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Joui'iiey.     Tlmt  Ceremony  l)ein<^  i^^ily  perforni'd, 

I  Hied  off  with  my  iioiiest  Friend,  Mr.  Banister,  to 
liis  Habitation  on  llateher's  linn,  wliicli  lay  abont 

II  ISIiles  from  the  Chapel  above-mention'd.  His 
j^-ooil-hnmonrM  little  Wife  was  ^lad  lo  see  her 
Ivnnaway  Sjjonse  I'etnrn'd  in  Safety,  and  ti-eated  lis 
kindly.  It  was  no  small  pleasnre  to  me,  that  my 
worthy  Friend  found  his  Family  in  good  Health, 
and  his  Affairs  in  good  Order,  lie  came  into  this 
Kamble  so  frankly,  that  1  shoii'd  have  been  sorry 
if  he  had  been  a  Sufferer  by  it.  In  the  Gaiety  of 
our  hearts  we  drank  our  bottle  a  little  too  freely, 
whieh  had  an  unusual  Itlffeet  on  I'ersons  so  long 
accustom'd  to  Shnple  Element.  We  were  both  of 
us  rais'd  out  of  our  Beds  in  the  same  Manner,  and 
near  the  same  time,  whieh  was  a  fair  pi'oof  that 
people  who  I)reath  the  same  Air,  and  are  engaged 
in  the  same  Way  of  living,  will  be  very  ai)t  to  fall 
into  the  same  Indispositions.  And  this  may  explain 
why  Distempers  sometimes  go  roun<l  a  Family, 
without  any  reason  to  believe  they  are  infeetious, 
according  to  the  Superstition  of  the  Vulgar. 

IG.  After  pouring  down  a  Basin  of  Chocolate,  1 
wisht  I'eaee  to  that  House,  and  depai'ted.  As  long 
as  Mr.  Banister  had  been  absent  from  his  Family,  He 
was  yet  so  kind  as  to  conduct  me  to  Major  JNlum- 
ford's,  &  which  was  more,  his  wife  very  obligingly 
consented  to  it.  The  Major  seem'd  overjoy'd  at 
his  being  return'd  Safe  and  Sound  from  the  perils 
of  the  Woods,  tho'  his  Satisfaction  had  some  Check 
from  the  Change  his  pretty  Wife  had  suffer'd  in 
hei'  Complexion.     The  Vermillion  of  her  Cheeks 
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had  given  place  a  little  to  the  Saffron,  hy  means  of 
a  small  Tinctnre  of  the  Yellow  Janndice.  I  was 
Sony  to  see  so  fair  a  flower  thus  faded,  and  Rec- 
ommended the  best  Remedy  I  cou'd  think  of. 
After  a  refreshment  of  about  an  hour,  we  went  on 
to  Colo.  IJolling's,  who  was  so  gracious  as  to  send 
us  an  Invitation.  As  nuich  in  haste  as  I  was  to 
return  to  my  Family,  I  spent  an  hour  or  two  at  that 
place,  but  cou'd  by  no  means  be  persuaded  to  stay 
Dinner,  nor  could  even  ISIadam  de  Graffenriedt's 
Smiles  on  one  Side  of  her  Face  shake  my  Resolu- 
tion. Fi'om  thence  we  proceeded  to  Colo.  INIum- 
I'ord's,  who  seem'd  to  have  taken  a  new  Lease, 
were  any  dependence  to  be  uj>on  looks,  or  any 
Indulgence  allow'd  to  tlie  Wishes  of  his  Fi'iends. 
An  honester  Man,  a  fairer  Trader,  or  a  kinder 
Friend,  this  Country  never  produced:  God  send 
any  of  his  Sons  may  have  the  Grace  to  take  after 
him.  We  took  a  running  Repast  with  this  good 
ISfan,  and  then  bidding  Adieu  both  to  him  and  JNIr. 
IJanister,  I  mounted  once  more,  and  obstinately 
pursued  my  Journey  home,  tho'  the  clouds  threat- 
en'd,  and  the  Heavens  lookt  very  lowring.  I  had 
not  past  the  Court-house  before  it  ])egan  to  pour 
down  like  a  Spout  upon  me.  Nevertheless,  I 
pusht  forward  Avith  Vigour,  and  got  diipping  wet 
before  I  could  reach  Merchant's  hope  l*oint.  My 
Boat  was  there  luckily  waiting  for  me,  and  wafted 
me  safe  over.  And  the  Joy  of  meeting  my  Family 
in  Health  made  me  in  a  Moment  forget  all  the 
Fatigues  of  the  Journey,  as  much  as  if  I  had  been 
Ilusquenawed.     However,    the    good    Providence 
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that  atteiuled  me,  ami  my  whole  Company,  will  I 
hope  stick  fast  in  my  Memory,  and  make  me  ever- 
lastingly thankful. 

A  List  of  our  Company  of  all  Soiis. 

Myself,  Thomas  Wilson,  Lawson, 

Maj'r  Mayo,  Joseph  Colson,  3  Indians, 

Maj'r  Mnmford,  Harry  Morris,  3  negroes, 

]SIr.  Jianister,        Kobert  Boiling,  20  hoi'scs, 

Mr.  Jones,  Thomas  Hooper,  4  dogs. 

An  Account  of  the  Distances  of  Places. 


Prom  Westover  to  Colo.  Mumfoi-d's, .     . 
From  Colo.  Mnmfoi-d's  to  maj'r  Mumford's 
From  thence  to  Sappony  Chappel, 
Prom  thence  to  major  Embry's  on  Notoway, 
From  thence  to  Brunswick  Coiut-house, 
Prom  thence  to  Meherin  River,      .     . 
Prom  thence  to  the  Ford  on  Roanoak,    . 
Prom  thence  to  (Jolo.  Stith's  Copper  Mine, 
Prom  thence  to  Butcher's  Creek,  .     . 
Prom  tlicnce  to  Bluestone  Castle, 
Pi'om  thence  to  the  Ford  into  the  Fork, 
From  thence  to  Birche's  Creek,     .     . 
Prom  thence  to  Banister  River, 
From  thence  to  Morris  Creek,  .     .     . 
Pi-om  thence  to  the  Medway,     . 
From  thence  to  Maostie  Creek, 
From  hence  to  Poi'k  Creek, .... 
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MiLEd. 

From  hence  to  Peter's  Creek, 2 

From  hence  to  Jones'  Creek, 2 

From  hence  to  the  first  Ford  over  the  Dan,  .  H 

From  hence  to  Cane  Creek, 2^ 

From  lience  to  tlie  Second  Ford  of  the  Dan,  41 

From  hence  to  the  Mouth  of  Sable  ci'eek,      .  8 

From  hence  to  the  S-E  Corner  of  my  Land,  I 

Fi'om  thence  to  the  Dan  on  my  Back  Line,   .  8 

From  thence  to  tlie  Irvin  on  my  back  Line,  .  0 

From  thence  to  my  S-W  Corner,      ....  1 
From  thence  to  my  Corner  on  tlie  W.  of  tlie 

Irvin,    3 

From  thence  to  the  Dan  along  my  Upper- 

l^ine, 4i 

Sum  212 

Fi'om  thence  to  the  Month  of  the  Irvin,     .     .  H 

From  thence  to  Sauro  Creek, 2i 

From  thence  to  where  my  Back-litie  crosses 

the  Dan, 5 

From  thence  to  my  South-East  Coi'uer,     .     .  8 

From  thence  to  Cliff  Creek, 10 

From  thence  to  Mixe's  Creek, 2 

From  thence  to  Hatcher's  Creek,     ....  1 

From  thence  to  Cocquade  Creek,     ....  5 

From  thence  to  the  upper  Ford  of  Ilico  River,  7 

From  thence  to  Jesuit's  Creek, 4 

From  thence  to  where  the  Line  cuts  Sugar 

Tree  Creek, 5 

From  thence  to  the  Mouth   of  Sugar  Tree 

Creek, 4 


1733,  Oct.]             A   JOURNEY    TO   EDEN  329 

Ml  LEU. 

Pi-oiii  thence  to  the  Mouth  of  Ilico  River,  .  .  7 
Prom  thence  to  Wilson's  Quarter  on  Tewa- 

honiiny  Creek, ] 

Prom  thence  to  the  Dan, 1 

Prom  thence  aci'oss  tlie  Pork  to  the  Stanton,  ii 

Prom  thence  to  Bhie  Stone  Castle,    ....  7 

From  thence  to  ^San(ly  Creek, T) 

Piom  thence  to  M]'.  Mumford's  Plantation,      .  2 

Prom  thence  to  Butcher's  Creek, 5 

Prom  thence  to  Allen's  Creek, 1> 

Prom     thence     to     Joshua     Nicholson's    on 

Meherin, 18 

Prom  thence  to  Brunswick  Court-house,     .     .  8 

Prom  thence  to  Notovvay  Bridge,       ....  1-1 

Pi'om  thence  to  Sappony  Chappel,  .  .  .  .  10 
Pi'om  thence  to  ISIr.   Banister's  on  Hatcher's 

Run, 12 

Prom  thence  to  Colo.  Boiling's  Plantation,     .  9 

Pi'om  thence  to  Colo.  Mumford's  Plantation, .  5 

Prom  thence  to  Westover, KJ 
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A  PROGRESS  TO  THE  MINES, 

In  the  Year  1732. 

EPT.  18.  For  the  Pleasure  of  the 
good  Company  of  Mrs.  Byrd,  and 
lier  Httle  (Tovernour,  my  Son,  I  went 
about  half  way  to  the  Falls  in  the 
Chariot.  There  we  halted,  not  far 
from  a  pi;rling  Stream,  and  npt)ii 
the  Stump  of  a  propagate  Oak  picket  the  Bones  of 
a  piece  of  lloast  Beef.  By  the  Spii-it  which  that 
gave  me,  I  was  the  better  able  to  part  with  the 
dear  Companions  of  my  Travels,  and  to  perform 
the  rest  of  my  Journey  on  Horseback  by  myself.  I 
i-eacht  Shaecoa's  before  2  a'clock,  and  crost  the 
Iviver  to  the  IVIills.  T  had  the  Grief  to  find  them 
both  stand  as  still  for  the  want  of  Water,  as  a  dead 
Woman's  Tongue,  foi-  want  of  Breath.  It  had 
rain'd  so  little  for  many  Weeks  above  the  Falls,  that 
the  Naides  had  hardly  Water  enough  left  to  wash 
their  Faces.  However,  as  we  ought  to  turn  all  our 
IVIisfortunes  to  the  best  Advantage,  I  directed  Mr. 

333 


334  COLONEL  WILLIAM   BYRD         [17:!2,  Sept. 

Booker,  my  first  Minister  there,  to  make  use  of  tlie 
lowaiess  of  the  Water  for  blowing  up  the  Roeks  at 
the  Mouth  of  the  Canal.  For  that  purpose  1  order'd 
Iron  Diills  to  be  made  aljout  2  foot  long,  pointed 
with  Steel,  Chizzel  fashion,  in  order  to  make  lioles, 
into  which  we  put  our  Cartridges  of  Powder, 
containing  each  about  3  Ounces.  There  wanted 
Skill  among  my  Engineers  to  chuse  the  best  paits 
of  the  Stone  for  boring,  that  we  might  blow  to  the 
most  advantage.  They  made  all  their  Holes  quite 
perpendicular,  whereas  they  should  have  humonr'd  , 
the  drain  of  the  Stone  for  the  more  effectual  Exe- 
cution. I  order'd  the  p(»ints  of  tlie  Drills  to  be 
made  Chizzel  way,  rather  than  the  Diamond,  that 
they  might  need  to  be  Seldomer  repair'd,  tho'  in 
Stone  the  Diamond  points  would  make  the  most 
despatch.  The  Water  now  flow'd  out  of  the  River 
so  slowly,  that  the  Miller  was  oblig'd  to  pond  it  up 
in  the  Canal,  by  setting  open  the  Flood-gates  at 
the  Mouth,  and  shutting  those  close  at  the  INIill. 
liy  this  contrivance,  he  was  able  at  any  time  to 
grind  two  or  three  Bushels,  either  for  his  choice 
Customei's,  ov  for  the  use  of  my  Plantations.  I^hen 
T  Avalkt  to  the  place  whei-e  they  broke  the  Flax, 
which  is  wrought  with  much  gi'eater  ease  than  the 
Hemp,  and  is  much  better  for  Spinning.  From 
thence  I  paid  a  Visit  to  the  Weaver,  who  needed  a 
little  of  Minerva's  Inspiiation  to  make  the  most  of  a 
piece  of  fine  Cloth.  Then  I  loold:  in  upon  my  Cale- 
donian Spinster,  who  was  mentled  moi'e  in  her  looks 
than  in  her  Humour.  However,  she  promised  much, 
tho'  at  the  same  time  intended  to  perform  little. 
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She  is  too  higli-Spirited  for  Mr.  Booker,  who  hates 
to  have  his  sweet  Temper  rutHed,  and  will  rather 
suffer  matters  to  go  a  little  wrong  sometimes,  than 
give  his  righteous  Spirit  any  uneasiness.  He  is 
very  honest,  and  would  make  an  admirable  Over- 
seer where  Servants  will  do  as  they  are  bid.  But 
Eye-Servants,  who  want  abundance  of  overlooking, 
are  not  so  proper  to  be  committed  to  his  Care.  I 
found  myself  out  of  ordei',  and  for  that  reason  re- 
tired Early;  yet  with  all  this  precaution  had  a  gentle 
feaver  in  the  Night,  but  towai-ds  morning  Nature 
sat  open  all  her  Gates,  and  drove  it  out  in  a  plen- 
tiful perspiration. 

19.  The  worst  of  this  feaver  was,  that  it  put  me 
to  the  Necessity  of  taking  anothei-  Ounce  of  Bai'k. 
I  moisten'd  every  dose  with  a  little  lirandy,  and 
fill'd  the  Glass  up  with  Water,  which  is  the  least 
Nauseous  way  of  taking  this  Popish  Medicine,  and 
besides  hinders  it  from  Piu'giug.  After  I  had 
swallow'd  a  few  Poacht  Eggs,  we  rode  do^vu  to 
the  Mouth  of  the  Canal,  and  from  thence  crost 
(iver  to  the  broad  Rock  Island  in  a  C!anoe.  Our 
errand  was  to  view  some  Iron  Ore,  which  we  dug 
uj)  in  two  places.  That  on  the  Surface  seem'd 
very  spongy  and  poor,  which  gave  us  no  great 
Encouragement  to  search  deeper,  nor  did  the 
Quantity  appear  to  be  vei-y  gi-eat.  However,  for 
my  gi'eater  Satisfaction,  I  order'd  a  hand  to  dig 
there  for  some  time  this  Winter.  We  walkt  from 
one  End  of  the  Island  to  the  other,  being  about 
half  a  Mile  in  length,  and  found  the  Soil  very  good, 
and  too  high  for  any  Flood,  less  than  that  of  Deu- 
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calion,  to  do  the  least  damage.     There  is  a  very  ' 

wild  prospect   both    upward    and   downward,  the  j 

River  being-  full  of  Rocks,  over  which  the  Stream  ' 

tumbled  with  u  Murmur,  loud   enough  to  drown  j 

the  Notes  of  a  Scolding  Wife.     This  Island  would  ' 

make  an  agreeable  Hermitage  for  any  good  Chris- 
tian', who  had  a  mind  to  retire  from   the  World.  i 
Mr.  Bookei'  told  me  how  I)i'.  Ireton  had  cured  him  • 
once  of  a  Looseness,  which  had  been  upon  him  two 
whole  years.     He  orderM  Him  a  Dose  of  Rhubarb, 
with  directions  to  take  25  Drops  of  Laudanum  so 
Soon  as  he  had  had  2  Physical  Stools.    Thenhei-ested  i 
one  day,  and  the  next  order'd  hini  another  Dose  of 
the  same  Qnantity  of  Laudanum  to  be  taken,  also  i 
after  the  2d  Stool.     When  this  was  done,  he  hn-  ! 
isht  the  Cure  by  giving  him  20  drops  of  Laudanum  j 
every  night  for  live  Nights  riuming.     The  Doctor 
insisted  upon  the  necessity  of  Stopping  the  Opera- 
tion   of    the    Rhubarb  before    it   workt   (|iute    off, 
that  what  remained  behind  might  strengthen  tlie 
Bowels.     1  was  punctual  in  Swallowing  my  liaik, 
and   that   J    might   use   exei'cise   upon   it,    rode   to 
Prince's  Folly,  and  my  Lord's  Islands,  where  I  saw 
very  fine  Corn.     In  the  mean  time  Vulcan  came  in 
Order  to  make  the  Drills  for  boring  the  Rocks, 
And  gave  me  his  Parole  he  wou'd,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  attend  the  works  till  they  were  finisht,  which 
he  perform'd  as  lamely  as  if  he  had  been  to  labour 
for  a  dead  Horse,  and  not  for   I'cady  Money.     I 
made  a  North  Carolina  Dinner  upon  Fresh  pork, 
tho'  we  had  a  plate  of  Green  Peas  after  it,  by  way 
of  Desei't,  for  the  Safety  of  our  Noses.     Then  my 
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first  Minister  and  I  had  some  serious  Conversation 
about  my  Affairs,  and  I  find  nothing  disturb'd  his 
peaceable  Spirit  so  much  as  the  misbehaviour  of 
the  Spinstei'  ahove-mention'd.  T  told  him  I  cou'd 
not  pity  a  Man,  who  had  it  always  in  his  Power  to 
do  himself  and  hei'  Justice,  and  wou'd  not.  If  she 
were  a  Drunkard,  a  Scold,  a  Thief,  or  a  Slanderer, 
we  had  whf)lesome  Laws,  that  would  make  her 
Back  Smart  for  the  diversion  of  her  othei-  Mem- 
bers, and  twas  his  Fault  he  had  not  put  those 
wholesome  Severitys  in  Execution.  I  retired  in 
decent  time  to  my  own  Appartment,  and  Slept  very 
comfortably  upon  my  Bark,  forgetting  all  the  little 
crosses  arising  from  Overseers  and  negroes. 

20.  I  continued  the  Bark,  and  then  tost  down 
my  Poacht  Eggs,  with  as  nmch  ease  as  some  good 
Breeders  Slip  Children  into  the  World.  About 
Nine  I  left  the  Prudentest  Orders  I  could  think  of 
with  my  Yisier,  &  then  crost  the  River  to  Shaccoe's. 
I  made  a  running  Visit  to  3  of  my  Quarters,  where, 
besides  finding  all  the  People  well,  I  had  the  Plea- 
sure to  see  better  Crops  than  usual  both  of  Corn 
and  Toliacco.  I  parted  there  with  my  Intendant,  and 
pursued  my  Joui'uey  to  Mr.  Randolph's,  at  Tucka- 
hoe,  without  meeting  with  any  Adventure  by  the 
way.  Here  I  found  Mrs.  Fleming,  Avho  was  pack- 
ing up  her  Baggage  with  design  to  follow  her 
Husband  the  next  day,  who  was  gone  to  a  new 
Settlement  in  Goochland,  lioth  he  and  She  have 
been  about  Seaven  Years  persuading  themselves 
to  remove  to  that  retired  part  of  the  Country,  tho' 
they  had  the  two  strong  Arguments  of  Health  and 
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Interest  for  so  doing.  The  Widow  smiled  gra- 
ciously upon  me,  and  entertain'd  me  very  hand- 
somely. Hei'e  I  leai'nt  all  the  tragical  Story  of 
her  J^aughtei-'s  humble  Marriage  with  her  Uncle's 
Overseer.  Besides  the  meanness  of  this  moital's 
Aspect,  the  Man  has  not  one  visible  Qualillcation, 
except  Impudence,  to  recommend  him  to  a  Female's 
Inclinations.  But  there  is  sometimes  such  a  Charm 
in  that  Hibernian  Endowment,  that  frail  Woman 
cant  withstand  it,  tho'  it  stand  alone  without  any 
other  Recommendation.  Had  she  rim  away  with 
a  Gentleman  or  a  pretty  Fellow,  there  might  have 
been  some  Excuse  for  her,  tho'  he  were  of  inferior 
Fortune:  but  to  stoop  to  a  dirty  Plebian,  without 
any  kind  of  merit,  is  the  lowest  Prostitution.  I 
found  the  Family  justly  eni'aged  at  it;  and  tho'  I 
had  more  good  Natuie  than  to  join  in  her  Con- 
demnation, yet  I  cou'd  devise  no  Excuse  for  so 
senceless  a  Prank  as  this  young  Gentlewoman  had 
play'd.  Here  good  Drink  was  more  Scarce  than 
good  Victuals,  the  Family  being  reduc'd  to  the  last 
Bottle  of  AVine,  which  was  therefore  husbanded 
very  carefully.  But  the  Water  was  excellent. 
The  Heir  of  the  Family  did  not  come  home  till  late 
in  the  Evening.  He  is  a  pretty  Young  Man,  but 
had  the  misfortune  to  become  his  own  master  too 
soon.  This  puts  young  Fellows  upon  wrong  pur- 
suits, before  they  have  Sence  to  Judge  rightly  for 
themselves.  Tho'  at  the  same  time  they  have  a 
strange  conceit  of  their  own  SufFiency,  when  they 
grow  near  20  Years  old,  especially  if  they  happen 
to  have  a  small  Smattering  of  Learning.     Tis  then 
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they  fancy  themselves  wiser  than  all  their  Tutors 
and  Clovernors,  which  makes  them  headstrong  to 
all  advice,  and  above  all  Reproof  and  Admonition. 
21.  1  was  sorry  in  the  morning  to  find  myself 
stopt  in  my  Career  by  bad  Weather  bi'ouglit  upon 
us  by  a  North-Bast  Wind.  Tliis  drives  u  AVorld 
of  Raw  unkindly  Vapours  upon  us  from  Newfound- 
land, loaden  with  Blite,  Coughs,  and  Pleurisys. 
However,  I  eomplain'd  not,  lest  I  might  be  sus- 
pected to  be  tir'd  of  the  good  Company.  Tho' 
Mis.  Fleming  was  not  so  nmch  upon  her  Guard, 
l)ut  mutiny 'd  strongly  at  the  Rain,  tluit  hinder'd 
her  from  pursuing  her  dear  Husband.  I  said  what 
I  eou'd  to  comfort  a  Gentlewonnui  under  so  sad  a 
Disappointment.  I  told  her  a  Husband,  that  staid 
so  nuich  at  Home  as  hei-'s  did,  couM  be  no  such 
violent  Rarity,  as  for  a  Wonnin  to  venture  her 
precious  Health,  to  go  daggling  thro'  the  Rain 
after  him,  or  to  be  miserable  if  she  happen'd  to  be 
prevented.  That  it  was  priident  for  marry'd  people 
to  fast  Sometimes  from  one  another,  that  they 
might  come  together  again  with  the  better  Stomach. 
That  the  best  things  in  this  World,  if  constantly 
us'd,  are  apt  to  be  cloying,  which  a  little  absence 
and  Abstinence  wou'd  prevent.  This  was  Strange 
Doctrine  to  a  fond  Female,  who  fancys  People 
shou'd  love  with  as  little  Reason  after  Marriage  as 
before.  In  the  Afternoon  Monsieur  Marij,  the 
Minister  of  the  Parish,  came  to  make  me  a  Visit. 
He  had  been  a  Romish  Priest,  but  foinid  Reasons, 
either  Si)iritual  oi-  temporal,  to  quit  that  gay  Re- 
litriou.     The  fault  of  this  new  Convert  is,  that  he 
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looks  for  as  much  Kespect  from  his  Protestant 
Flock,  as  is  paid  to  the  Popish  Clerg-}',  wliich  our 
ill-bred  Huj^onots  dout  understand.  JNIadam  Warij, 
had  so  much  Cui-iosity  as  to  Avant  to  come  too;  but 
another  Iloi'se  was  wanting,  and  she  beliey'd  it 
would  ha\'e  too  Yulyar  an  Air  to  i-ide  behind 
her  llusljand.  Tliis  AV^mian  was  of  the  true  Ex- 
change  Breed,  full  of  Discourse,  ])ut  void  of  Dis- 
cretion, and  marry'd  a  Parson,  with  tiie  Idle  hopes 
he  nught  some  time  or  other  come  to  be  his  (Jrace 
of  Canterbury.  The  Gray  Mare  is  the  better 
Horse  in  that  Family,  and  the  poor  man  Submits 
to  her  wild  Vagarys  for  Peace'  Sake.  She  has  just 
enough  of  the  Hue  Lady,  to  run  in  debt,  and  be  of 
no  signification  in  her  ITousehold.  And  the  only 
thing  that  can  prevent  her  from  undoing  her  lov- 
ing Husband  will  be,  that  nobody  will  trust  them 
beyond  the  KJOOO,'  which  is  soon  run  out  in  a  (Jooch- 
land  store.  The  way  of  Dealing  there  is,  for  some 
small  ]\lerchant  or  Pedler  to  buy  a  Scots  Penny- 
woith  of  (Joods,  and  clap  150  p  cent,  upon  that. 
At  this  Rate  the  Pai'son  cant  be  paid  nuich  more 
for  his  preaching  than  tis  worth.  ISTo  sooner  was 
our  Visiter  retired,  but  the  facetious  Widow  was 
so  kiiul  as  to  let  me  into  all  this  Secret  Ilistoiy, 
but  was  at  the  same  time  exceedingly  Son-y  that 
tiie  Woimui  should  be  so  indiscreet,  and  the  man 
so  tame  as  to  be  govei-n'd  by  an  unpi-olitable  and 
fantastical  Wife. 

22.  We  had  another  wet  day,  to  try  both  Mrs. 

'  16,000  pounds  of  tobaoco,  wliicli  wan  Hit;  legal 
salary  of  a  niiaistur. 
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Fleming's  Patience  and  my  g-ood  Breeding.  The 
IS  E  Wind  commonly  sticli^s  by  ns  8  or  -4  days, 
filling  the  Atmosphere  with  damps,  injurious  both 
to  man  and  Beast.  The  worst  of  it  was,  we  had  no 
good  Liquor  to  warm  our  Blooil,  and  fortify  om- 
Spirits  against  so  strong  a  Malignity.  However, 
I  was  cheerful  under  all  these  Misfortunes,  and 
exprest  no  Concern  but  a  decent  Fear  lest  my 
long  visit  might  be  troublesome.  Since  I  Avas  like 
to  have  thus  much  Leizure,  I  endeavour'd  to  iind 
out  what  Subject  a  dull  mariyM  man  cou'd  intro- 
duce that  might  best  bring  tiie  Widow  to  the  Use 
of  her  Tongue.  At  length  I  discover'd  she  was  a 
notable  Quack,  and  therefore  paid  that  regai'd  to 
her  Knowledge,  as  to  put  some  Questions  to  her 
about  the  bad  distemper  that  raged  then  in  the 
Country.  I  mean  the  Bloody  Flux,  that  was 
brought  us  in  the  Negro-ship  consigned  to  Colo. 
Braxton.  She  told  me  she  made  use  of  very  Sim- 
ple remedys  in  that  Case,  with  very  good  Success. 
She  did  the  Business  either  with  Plartshorn  Di'ink, 
that  had  Plantain  Leaves  boil'd  in  it,  oi-  else  with 
a  Strong  decoction  of  St.  Andrew's  Cross,  in  New 
milk  instead  of  AV^ater.  1  agi'eed  with  hei'  that 
those  remedys  might  be  very  good,  but  woidd  be 
more  effectual  after  a  dose  or  two  of  Indian  Phys- 
ick.  But  for  fear  this  Conversation  might  be  too 
grave  for  a  Widow,  I  tnrn'd  the  discourse,  and 
began  to  talk  of  Plays,  &  finding  her  Taste  lay 
most  towards  Comedy,  I  offei-'d  my  Ser>'ice  to 
read  one  to  Her,  which  she  kindly  accepted.  She 
produced  the  2d  part  of  the  Beggar's  Opera,  which 
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had  diverted  the  Town  for  40  Nights  successively, 
and  gain'd  four  thousand  pounils  to  the  Author. 
This  was  not  owing  altogether  to  the  Wit  or  Hu- 
mour that  Sparkled  in  it,  but  to  some  I^olitical 
KeJlections,  that  seem'd  to  hit  the  Ministry.  But 
the  great  Advantage  of  the  Autlior  was,  that  his 
Interest  was  solicited  by  the  Dutchess  of  Queens- 
bury,  which  no  man  could  refuse  who  had  but  half 
an  Eye  in  his  head,  oi'  half  a  Guinea  in  his  Pocket. 
Her  Grace,  like  Death,  spared  nobody,  but  even 
took  my  Lord  Selkiik  in  for  2  Guineas,  to  repair 
which  Extravagance  he  liv'd  upon  Scots  llei'rings 
2  Months  afterwards.  But  the  best  Story  was, 
she  made  a  very  Smart  OlHcer  in  his  Majesty's 
Guards  give  her  a  Guinea,  who  Swearing  at  the 
same  time  twas  all  he  had  in  the  World,  she  sent 
him  50  for  it  the  next  day,  to  reward  his  01)e- 
dience.  After  having  acquaintetl  my  Company 
with  the  History  of  the  Play,  1  lead  3  Acts  of  it, 
and  left  Mrs.  Fleming  and  Mr.  Randolph  lo  finish 
it,  who  read  as  well  as  most  Actors  do  at  a  Ke- 
hearsal.  Thus  we  kilPd  the  time,  and  triumpht 
over  the  bad  Weather. 

23.  The  Clouds  continued  to  drive  from  the 
N-Est,  and  to  menace  us  Avith  more  Rain.  IJut  as 
the  Lady  resolved  to  venture  thio'  it,  I  thought  it 
a  Shame  for  me  to  venture  to  Hinch.  Therefore, 
after  fortifying  myself  with  2  capacious  Dishes  of 
Coffee,  and  making  my  Complements  to  the  Ladyes, 
I  mounted,  and  Mr.  Randolph  was  so  kind  as  to 
be  my  Guide.  At  the  distance  of  about  o  Miles, 
in  a  Path  as  narrow  as  that  whicli  leads  to  Heaven, 
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but  much  more  dirty,  we  reacht  the  homely  dwell- 
ing of  the  Keverend  Mr.  Marij.  His  J^and  is  much 
more  barren  than  his  Wife,  and  needs  all  Mr. 
Bradle3^'s  Skill  in  Agriculture  to  make  it  bring 
Corn.  Thence  we  proceeded  five  Miles  farther,  to 
a  Mill  of  Mr.  Randolph's,  that  is  apt  to  stand  still 
when  there  fall^  but  little  Kain,  and  to  l)e  carry'd 
away  when  there  falls  a  great  deal.  Then  we  pur- 
sued a  very  blind  Path  4  Miles  farther,  which  puz- 
zled my  Guide,  who  I  suspect  led  me  out  of  the 
way.  At  length  we  came  into  a  great  Road,  where 
he  took  leave,  after  giving  me  some  very  confus'd 
Directions,  and  so  left  me  to  blunder  out  tiie  rest 
of  the  Journey  by  myself.  I  lost  myself  more 
than  once,  but  soon  recover'd  the  right  way  again. 
About  3  Miles  after  quitting  my  Guide,  I  passed 
the  S  Branch  of  Pomunky  River,  near  50  Yards 
over,  and  full  of  Stones.  After  this,  I  had  8  Miles 
to  Mr.  Chiswell's,  where  1  arriv'd  at  about  2 
a'Clock,  and  sav'd  my  Dinner.  I  was  very  hand- 
somely enteitain'd,  finding  every  thing  very  clean, 
and  very  Good.  I  had  not  seen  Mrs  Chiswell  in 
24  Years,  Avhieh,  alas!  had  made  great  Havoc  with 
her  pretty  Face,  and  plow'd  very  deep  Furrows  in 
her  fair  Skin.  It  was  impossible  to  know  her 
again,  so  much  the  flower  was  faded.  However, 
tho'  she  Avas  grown  an  Old  Woman,  yet  she  was 
one  of  those  absolute  Rarities,  a  very  good  old 
Woman.  I  found  Mi-.  Chiswell  a  sensible,  well- 
bred  Man,  and  ver}'  frank  in  communicating  his 
knowledge  in  the  Myster}'  of  making  Iron,  wherein 
he  has  iiail  lung  Experience.     I  told  hun   I  was 


344  COLONEL   WILLIAM   BYRD       [1732,  Sept. 

come  to  Spy  tlie  Ijiind,  and  infoi-m  myself  of  the 
Expence  of  oarrying  on  an  Ii-on  work  with  Effect. 
That  I  sought  my  Instruction  from  Ilim,  wlio 
understood  the  whole  Mystery,  having  gain'd  full 
Experience  in  every  part  of  it;  Only  I  was  veiy 
sorry  he  had  bought  that  Experience  so  deai-.  lie 
answer'd  that  he  would,  with  great  Sincerity,  let 
me  into  the  little  knoAvledge  he  had,  and  so  we  im- 
mediately entered  upon  the  Business.  lie  assured 
me  the  first  step  1  was  to  take  was  to  acquaint 
myself  fully  with  the  Quantity  and  Quality  of  my 
Oar.  For  that  reason  I  ought  to  keep  a  good 
Pick-ax  Man  at  work  a  whole  Year  to  search  if  there 
be  a  Surtieient  Quantity,  without  which  it  wouKl  be 
a  very  i-ash  undertaking.  That  I  shou'd  also  have 
a  Skilful  person  to  try  the  richness  of  the  oar. 
Nor  is  it  great  Advantage  to  have  it  exceeding 
rich,  because  then  it  will  yield  Brittle  Iron,  Avliich 
is  not  valuable.  But  the  way  to  have  it  tough  is 
to  mix  poor  Oar  and  Rich  together,  which  makes 
the  poorer  sort  extremely  necessary  foi'  the  pro- 
duction of  the  best  Iron.  I'hen  he  shew'tl  me  a 
Sample  of  the  Richest  Oar  they  have  in  England, 
which  yields  a  full  Moiety  of  lion.  It  was  of  a  I'ale 
red  Colour,  smooth  and  greasy,  and  n(jt  exceedingly 
heavy;  but  it  produced  so  biittle  a  Metal, tiiat  they 
wei'C  oblig'd  to  melt  a  poorer  (^ar  along  with  it.  1  le 
told  me,  after  1  was  certain  my  Oar  was  good  and 
plentiful  enough,  my  next  inquiry  ought  to  be,  how 
far  it  lyes  from  a  Stream  proper  to  build  a  furnace 
upon,  and  again  what  distance  that  Pnrmice  will 
be  from  Water  Cariiaye:  Because  the  (Jhar":e  of 
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Cai'ting-  a  great  way  is  very  heavy,  and  eats  out  a 
great  i)art  of  tlie  I'l-ofit.  That  this  was  the  Mis- 
fortune of  the  Mines  of  Fredericksville,  where  they 
were  obHg'd  to  Cart  tlie  Oar  a  Mile  to  the  Fui-nace, 
and  after  twas  run  into  Iron,  to  can-y  that  2i  Miles, 
over  an  uneven  Road  to  Rappahannocli:  River, 
about  a  Mile  below  Frederieksbuigh,  to  a  Planta- 
tion the  Company  rented  of  Colo.  Page.  If  I  were 
satisfy'd  with  the  Situation,  I  was  in  the  next  place 
to  consider  whether  I  had  Woodland  enough  near 
the  Furnace  to  Supply  it  with  C/harcoal,  whereof 
it  wou'd  require  a  prodigious  Quantity.  That  the 
properest  AVood  for  that  purpose  was  that  of  Oyly 
khul,  such  as  Pine,  Walnut,  Iliccory,  Oak,  and  in 
short  all  that  yields  Cones,  Nuts,  or  Acoi'us.  That 
2  Miles  Square  of  Wood,  wou'd  supply  a  Moderate 
furnace;  so  that  what  you  fell  first  may  have  time 
to  gi'ow  up  again  to  a  j)roper  bigness  (which  must 
be  4  Inches  over)  by  that  time  the  rest  is  cut  down. 
lie  told  me  farther,  that  120  Slaves,  including 
Women,  were  necessary  to  carry  on  all  the  Busi- 
ness of  an  Iron  Work,  and  the  more  Virginians 
amongst  them  the  better;  Tho'  in  that  munber  he 
comprehended  Carters,  Colliers,  and  those  that 
planted  the  Corn.  That  if  there  should  be  nuich 
(Jarting,  it  would  require  ItiOO  IJarrels  of  Corn 
Yearly  to  Support  the  People,  &  the  Cattle  em- 
ploy'd;  nor  dos  even  that  Qiuintity  sufHce  at 
Fi"edericksville.  That  if  all  these  Circumstances 
shou'd  happily  conciu',  and  you  cou'd  piocure  hon- 
est Colliers  and  Firemen,  which  will  be  diflicult  to  do, 
you  may  easily  run  800  Tuns  of  Sow  Iron  a  Year. 
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The  whole  charge  of  Freig-ht,  Custoin,  Conanissiou, 
and  other  Expences  in  England,  will  not  excec.l' 
30  Shilhngs  a  Tun,  and  twill   conunonly  sell  IV,r 
£6,  and  then  the  clear  profit  will  amount  to  £4,  , 
10.     So  that  allowing  the  ten  Shillings  for  Acc'i- 
dents,  you  may  reasonably  expect  a  clear  Pi-ofit  of 
£4,  which  being  nuiltiplied  by  800,  will  amount  to 
i;3200  a  year,  to  pay  you  foi-  your  Land  and  Ne- 
groes.    But  then  it  behooved  me  to  be  fully  iu- 
form'd  of  the  whole  Matter  myself,  to  p.-event  beino- 
nnposed  upon;  and  if  any  offei-'d  to  put  tricks  upon 
nie,  to  punish  them  as  they  deserve.     Thus  ended 
our  Conversation  for  this  day,  and  I  retir'd  to  a  very 
clean  Lodging  in   another  House,   and   took  my 
IJark,  but  was  forced  to  take  it  in  Watei-,  by  I'easou 
a  light  finger'd  Damsel  had  ransackt  my  Baggage 
and  drunk  up  my  Brandy.     This  unhappy  GirCit 
seeuis,   is   a  Baronet's   Daughter;    but   her   Coiu- 
plexion,  being  red  hair'd,  iiiclin'd  her  so  nuich  to 
Lewdness,  that  her  Father  sent  her,  under  the  Care 
of  the  virtuous  Mr.  Cheep,  to  seek  hei'  fortune  on 
this  Side  the  Globe. 

24.  My  Friend,  Mr.  Chiswell,  made  me  repara- 
tion for  the  Robbery  of  his  Servant,  by  filling  my 
Bottle  again  with  good  Brandy.  It  being  Sunday, 
r  made  a  Motion  for  going  to  Church,  to  see  the 
growth  of  the  Parish,  but  unluckily  the  Sermon 
hai)pen'd  to  be  at  the  Chappel,  which  was  too  far 
off.  I  was  unwilling  to  tire  my  Friend  with  any 
farther  diseoui-se  upon  Iron,  and  therefoi-e  turn'd 
tlie  Conversation  to  other  Subjects.  And  talking 
of  Management,  he  let  me  into' 2  Secrets  worth  i-e- 
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membering-.  He  said  the  quickest  way  in  the  Avorld 
to  stop  the  Fermentation  of  any  I^irjuor  was  to  keep 
a  lighted  Match  of  Biimstone  under  tlie  Cask  foi- 
some  tmie.  This  is  useful  in  so  warm  a  Country 
as  this,  where  cyder  is  apt  to  work  itself  off  both 
of  its  Strength  and  sweetness.  The  other  Secret 
was  to  keep  Weevels  out  of  Wheat  and  other 
Grain.  You  have  nothing  to  do,  said  he,  but  to 
put  a  Bag  of  Pepper  into  every  heap,  or  Cask, 
which  those  Insects  have  such  an  Antipathy  to  that 
they  will  not  approach  it.  These  Receipts  he  gave 
me,  not  upon  Repoit,  but  upon  his  own  repeated  Ex- 
perience. He  farther  told  me  he  had  brew'd  as  good 
Ale  of  Malt  made  of  Indian  Corn  as  ever  he  tasted; 
all  the  objection  was,  he  cou'd  neither  by  Art,  or 
Standing,  ever  bring  it  to  be  fine  in  the  Cask.  The 
Quantity  of  Corn  he  employed  in  brewing  a  Cask  of 
40  Gallons  was  2  Bushels  and  a  half,  which  made 
it  very  Strong  and  pleasant.  We  had  a  Ilanch  of 
Venison  for  Dinner,  as  fat  and  well  tasted  as  if  it 
had  come  out  of  Richmond  Park.  In  these  uppei' 
parts  of  the  Country  the  Deer  are  in  bettei-  Case 
than  below,  tho'  I  believe  the  Buck  which  gave  us 
so  good  a  Dimier  had  eaten  out  his  Value  in  Peas, 
which  will  make  Deer  exceeding  fat.  In  the  Af- 
ternoon, I  walkt  with  my  Friend  to  his  Mill,  which 
is  half  a  Mile  from  his  House.  It  is  built  upon  a 
Rock  very  firmly,  so  that  tis  more  apt  to  suffer  by 
too  little  Water,  (the  Run  not  being  over  plenti- 
ful,) than  too  much.  On  the  other  side  of  this 
Stream  lye  sevei-al  of  Colo.  Jones'  Plantations. 
The  poor  Negroes  up(jn  them  are  a  kind  of  Adam- 
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ites,  very  Scantily  siipply'il  witli  cloaths  and  other 
necessaries;  Nevertheless,  (which  is  a  little  iiiconi- 
prehensible,)  they  continue  in  perfect  health,  and 
none  of  them  dye,  except  it  he  of  Age.  However, 
they  are  even  with  their  Master,  and  make  him  but 
indifferent  Crops,  so  that  he  gets  nothing  by  his 
unjustice,  but  the  Scandal  of  it.  And  hei'e  I  must 
make  One  Remarque,  which  1  am  a  little  unwilling 
to  do  for  fear  of  encouraging  of  Cruelty,  that  those 
Negroes  which  are  kept  the  barest  of  cloaths  & 
Bedding  are  commoidy  the  freest  from  Sickness. 
And  this  happens,  I  suppose,  by  their  being  all 
Face,  and  therefore  better  proof  against  the  sudden 
changes  of  Weather,  to  which  this  Climate  is 
unhappily  Subject. 

25.  After  saying  some  very  civil  things  to 
Mrs.  Chiswell,  for  my  handsome  Entertainment,  I 
mounted  my  Horse,  and  Mr.  Chiswell  his  Phaeton, 
in  order  to  go  to  the  Mines  at  Predericksville.  We 
cou'd  convei'se  very  little  l)y  the  way,  l)y  reason 
of  our  different  Voitures.  The  Road  was  very 
Straight  and  level  the  whole  Journey,  which  was 
25  Miles,  the  last  ten  whereof  I  rode  in  the  Chair, 
and  my  Friend  on  my  Horse,  to  ease  ourselves  by 
that  Variety  of  Motion.  About  a  Mile  l)efore  we 
got  to  Fredericksville,  we  foi'ded  over  the  Noiih 
liranch  of  Poniunky,  about  (50  Yai'ds  over.  Nei- 
ther this  nor  the  South  Branch  run  up  near  so  high 
as  the  Mountains,  but  many  Miles  below  them  spread 
out  into  a  kind  of  Morass,  like  Chickahominy. 
When  we  approacht  the  INIines,  thei'e  opeiiM  to 
our  View  a  large  Space  of  clearM  Cround,  whose 
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Wood  had  been  cut  down  for  coaling-.  We  Arriv'd 
here  about  2  A'Clock,  and  Mr.  Chiswell  had  l)een 
so  pi'ovident  as  to  bring  a  Cold  Venison  Pasty, 
with  Avhieh  we  appeased  our  Appetites,  without 
the  Impatience  of  waiting.  When  our  Tongues 
were  at  leizine  for  discoiu'se,  my  Friend  told  me 
there  was  one  Mr.  llarison,  in  England,  who  is 
so  uni\ eisal  a  dealer  in  all  Sorts  of  Iron,  that  he 
cou'd  govei'u  the  Market  just  as  he  pleas'd.  That 
it  was  by  his  artful  Management  that  our  Iron 
from  the  Plantations  sold  for  less  than  that  made 
in  England,  tho''  it  was  generally  reckon'd  much 
better.  That  Oui's  wou'd  hardly  fetch  (3£  a  Tun, 
when  theii''s  fetcht  7  or  8,  purely  to  serve  that 
Man's  Intei-est.  Then  he  explain'd  the  iSeveral 
Chaiges  upon  our  Sow  Iron,  aftei'  it  was  put  on 
Board  the  Ships.  That  in  the  first  place  it  paid 
7/'()  a  Tun  for  Freight,  being  just  so  uuich  clear 
gain  to  the  Ships,  which  carry  it  as  Ballast,  or 
wedge  it  in  among  the  Hogsheads.  When  it  gets 
Home,  it  pays  8/'9  custome.  These  Articles  to- 
gether make  no  more  than  11/'  3,  and  yet  the  Mer- 
chants, by  their  great  Skill  in  ISIultiplying  Charges, 
Swell  the  account  up  to  near  30/'  a  Tun  by  that 
time  it  gets  out  of  their  Hands,  and  they  are  con- 
tinually adding  more  and  moi-e,  as  they  serve  us  in 
our  Accounts  of  Tobacco.  He  told  me  a  strange 
thing  about  Steel,  that  the  making  of  the  best 
remains  at  this  day  a  profound  Secret  in  the  breast 
of  a  very  few,  and  therefore  is  in  danger  of  being 
lost,  as  the  Art  of  Staining  of  Glass,  and  many 
others,  have  been.     He  cou'd   only   tell   me  they 


350  COLONEL   WILLIAM    BYRD      [1732,  Sept. 

us'd  Beech  Wood  in  the  making  of  it  in  Europe, 
&  burn  it  a  Consideral)le  time  in  powder  of  Char- 
coal; but  the  Mystery  lies  in  the  Liquor  they 
quench  it  in.  After  dinner  we  took  a  walk  to 
the  Furnace,  which  is  eleg-antly  built  of  Brick,  tho' 
the  Hearth  be  of  Fire-Stone.  There  we  saw  the 
Founder,  Mr.  Derham,  who  is  paid  4  Shillings  for 
every  Tun  of  Sow  Iron  that  he  runs,  which  is  a 
Shilling  cheaper  than  the  last  Workman  had.  This 
Operator  lookt  a  little  IVIelaneholy,  because  he  had 
nothing  to  do,  the  Furnace  having  been  Cold  ever 
since  May,  for  want  of  Corn  to  Support  the  Cattle. 
This  was  however  no  neglect  of  Mr.  ChisAvell,  be- 
cause all  the  Persons  he  had  contracted  with  had 
basely  disappointed  him.  lint  having  receiv'd  a 
small  Supply,  they  intended  to  blow  very  soon. 
AVith  that  view  they  began  to  heat  the  Furnace, 
which  is  6  AVeeks  before  it  comes  to  that  intense 
heat  required  to  run  the  Metal  in  perfection.  Nev- 
ertheless, they  connnonly  begin  to  blow  when  the 
Fire  has  been  kindled  a  AVeek  or  ten  days.  Close 
by  the  Furnace  stood  a  veiy  spacious  House  full 
of  Charcoal,  holding  at  least  400  Loads,  which  will 
be  burnt  out  in  3  Months.  The  Company  has  con- 
tracted with  Mr.  Harry  AVillis  to  fall  the  AVood, 
and  then  maul  it  and  cut  it  into  pieces  of  4  feet  in 
length,  and  bring  it  to  the  Pits  where  it  is  to  be 
coal'd.  All  this  he  has  undertaken  to  do  for  2 
Shillings  a  Cord,  which  must  be  4  foot  broad,  4 
foot  high,  and  8  foot  long.  Tieing  thus  cari'}''d  to 
the  Pits,  the  Collier  has  contracted  to  Coal  it  for  5 
Shillings  a  Load,  consisting  of  100  Bushels.     The 
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Fire  in  the  Furnace  is  blown  Ijy  2  Miglity  pair  of 
Bellows,  that  cost  one  Hundred  pounds  each,  and 
these  Bellows  are  mov'd  by  a  gi-eat  Wheel  of  2(5 
foot  diameter.  The  Wheel  again  is  cai'ry'd  lound 
by  a  small  Stream  of  Water,  conve3'e(l  about  850 
Yards  over  Land  in  a  Trough,  from  a  Pond  made  by 
a  wooden  Dam.  But  there  is  great  want  of  Water 
in  a  dry  Season,  which  makes  the  Furnace  often  blow 
out,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  Works.  Having 
thus  fill'd  my  Head. with  all  these  Particulars,  we 
return'd  to  the  J  louse,  where,  aftei'  talking  of  Colo. 
Spotswood,and  hisSti'ategeaisto  shake  off  his  I*art- 
ners,  and  secure  all  his  Mines  to  himself,  I  retired 
to  a  homely  Lodging,  which,  like  a  homespun  Mis- 
tress, had  been  more  tolerable,  if  it  had  been  sweet. 
26.  Over  our  Tea,  Mr.  Chiswell  told  me  the 
expence  which  the  Company  had  been  already  at 
amounted  to  near  Twelve  Thousand  Pounds:  But 
then  the  Land,  Negroes,  and  Cattle  were  all  in- 
cluded in  that  Charge.  However,  the  Money 
began  now  to  come  in,  they  having  run  1200  Tuns 
of  Iron,  and  all  their  heavy  disbursements  were 
over.  Only  they  were  stil  forct  to  l)uy  great 
Quantitys  of  Corn,  because  they  had  not  strength 
of  their  own  to  make  it.  That  they  had  not  more 
than  80  Negroes,  and  few  of  those  Virginia  born. 
That  they  need  40  Negroes  moi-e  to  carry  on  all 
the  Business  with  their  own  Force.  They  have 
L5000  Acres  of  Land,  tho'  little  of  il  ;'.h  except  in 
Iron,  and  of  that  they  have  a  great  C^iuuitity.  Mr. 
FitzAVilliams  took  up  the  mine  tract,  and  had  the 
address  to  draw  in  the  Governor,  Capt.  l*earse,  Dr. 
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Nicolas  and  Mr.  Chiswell  to  be  jointly  coneern'd 
with  liini,  by  which  contrivance  he  tirst  got  a  good 
price  for  the  Land,  and  then,  when  he  had  l)een 
very  little  out  of  I*ocket,  sold  his  Share  to  Mr. 
Nelson  for  500i:;;  and  of  these  Gentlemen  the 
Company  at  present  consists.  And  Mr.  Chiswell 
is  the  only  person  amongst  them  that  knows  any 
thing  of  the  matter,  and  has  1()()£  a  yeai-  for  look- 
ing after  the  Works,  and  i-ichly  deserves  it.  After 
breaking  our  Fast  we  took  a  walk  to  the  pi-ineipal 
Mine,  about  a  Mile  from  the  Furnace,  where  they 
had  sunk  in  some  places  about  J 5  oi-  20  foot  deep. 
The  Operator,  Mr.  Gordon,  rais'tl  the  Oar,  for 
which  he  was  to  have  by  contract  l/"0  p  Cart-l^oad 
of  2(5  Hundred  AVeight.  This  man  was  oblig'd  to 
hii'e  all  the  Laborers  he  wanted  for  this  Work  of 
the  Company,  after  the  rate  of  25y'  a  Month,  and 
for  all  that  was  able  to  clear  4()£  a-year  for  him- 
self. We  saAV  here  several  large  Heaps  of  oar  of 
2  sorts,  one  of  lich,  and  the  (jther  Spongy  and  poor, 
which  they  melted  together  to  make  the  IMetal 
more  tough.  The  way  of  i-aising  the  oar  was  by 
blowing  it  up,  which  (Operation  1  saw  here  from 
beginning  to  End.  They  first  djill'd  a  hole  in  the 
Mine,  either  upi-ight  or  Slopeing,  as  the  grain  of  it 
required.  This  hole  they  cleansed  with  a  Hag 
fasten'd  to  the  End  of  an  Ii'on  with  a  Worm  at  the 
end  of  it.  Then  they  j)ut  in  a  Cartridge  of  I'ow- 
der  containing  about  3  Ounces,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  Reed  full  of  fnse  that  reacht  to  the  Powdei'. 
Then  they  ramm'd  dry  Clay,  or  soft  Stone  very 
hard  into  the  Hole,  and  lastly  they  fii'ed  the  fuse 
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with  a  Paper  that  had  been  dipt  in  a  Sohition  of 
Saltpeti'e  and  dry'd,  which  bnniin*^  lSK)w  and  Sure, 
fi^ave  leizure  to  the  Kngineei'  to  retire  to  a  proper 
distance  l)et'ore  the  Explosion.  This  in  the  Miner's 
Language  is  call'd  making  a  Blast,  Avhich  will 
losen  several  hundred  AVeight  of  Oar  at  once;  and 
afterwards  the  Laborers  easily  separate  it  with 
Pick-axes  and  carry  it  away  in  Baskets  up  to  the 
Heap.  At  our  return  we  saw  near  the  Furnace 
large  Heaps  of  Mine  with  Charcoal  inixet  with  it, 
a  Stratum  of  each  alternately,  beginning  first  with 
a  layei-  of  Charcoal  at  the  Bottom.  To  this  they 
put  Fire,  which  in  a  little  time  spreads  thro'  the 
whole  Heap,  and  calcines  the  Oar,  which  after- 
wards easily  crundjles  into  small  pieces  fit  for  the 
Furnace.  Then  was  likewise  a  mighty  Quantity 
of  Limestone,  brought  from  Bristol,  by  way  of 
ballast,  at  2j'i)  a  Tun,  which  they  are  at  the 
Trouble  to  Cart  hither  from  Kappahanock  River, 
but  contrive  to  do  it  when  the  Carts  return  from 
carrying  of  Iron.  They  put  this  into  the  Furnace 
with  the  Iron  Oare,  in  the  pi()[)()ition  of  one  Tun 
of  Stone  to  ten  of  Oar,  with  design  to  absorb  the 
Sulphur  out  of  the  Iron,  which  vvou'd  otherwise 
make  it  l)i-ittle.  And  if  that  be  the  use  of  it,  Oyster 
Shells  wou'd  certainly  do  as  well  as  LimeStone, 
being  altogether  as  strong  an  Alkali,  if  not 
Stronger.  Nor  can  their  lieing  taken  out  of  Salt 
watei-  be  any  Objection,  because  tis  pretty  certain 
the  West  India  LimeStone,  which  is  thrown  up  by 
the  Sea,  is  even  })etter  than  that  imported  from 
Bristol.     But  the  foundeis  who  never  try'd  either 
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of  these  will  b}'  no  means  be  perswaded  to  go  ont 
of  their  way,  tho'  the  Keason  of  the  thing  be  never 
so  evident.  1  observ'd  the  richer  Sort  of  ISIine, 
being  of  a  dark  Colour  Mixt  with  rust,  was  hiitl  in 
a  heap  by  itself,  and  so  was  the  poor,  which  was  of 
a  Liver  or  Brick  Ct»lour.  The  ISow  Iron  is  in  the 
Figure  of  a  half-round,  about  two  feet  and  a  half- 
long,  weighing  (30  or  70  Pounds,  whereof  3000 
weight  make  a  Cart-load  di'awn  by  8  Oxen,  which 
are  commonly  shod  to  save  theii'  Hoofs  in  those 
Stony  ways.  When  the  Furnace  blows,  it  runs 
about  20  Tuns  of  Iron  a  Week.  The  founders  ihid 
it  very  hot  work  to  tend  the  Furnace,  especially  in 
Summer,  and  are  oblig'd  to  spend  no  small  part  of 
their  Earnings  in  strong  Drink,  to  recruit  tluir 
Spirits.  Besides  the  Founder,  the  Collier,  and 
Miner,  whf)  are  paid  in  proportion  to  their  Work, 
the  Company  have  several  othei"  Officers  upon 
AVages,  a  Stock-taker,  who  weighs  and  measiu'es 
every  thing,  a  Clerk,  who  keeps  an  Account  of  all 
Receipts  and  Disbursements,  a  Smith  to  Shoe  their 
Cattle,  and  keep  all  their  Iron  work  in"  repair,  a 
wheel -Wright,  Cartwright,  Carpenter,  and  Several 
Carters.  The  Wages  of  all  these  Persons  amount 
to  one  Hundred  Pounds  a  Year;  so  that  including 
Mr.  C'hiswell's  Salary,  they  disburse  200£'  p  Anmun 
in  standing  Wages.  The  Provisions  too  are  a  heavy 
Article,  which  their  Plantations  dont  yet  produce  in 
a  Sufficient  Quantity,  tho'  they  are  at  the  Charge 
of  a  general  Overseer.  But  wliile  Corn  is  so  short 
with  them,  there  can  be  no  great  Increase  of  Stock 
of  any  kind. 
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27.  Plaving  now  pretty  well  exhausted  the  Sub- 
ject of  Sow  Iron,  I  askt  my  Friend  some  Ques- 
tions about  Bar-Iron.  He  told  me  we  had  as  yet 
no  Forge  erected  in  A^irginia,  tho'  we  had  4 
Furnaces.  But  there  was  a  vei-y  good  one  set  up 
at  the  head  of  the  Bay  in  Marjdand,  that  made 
exceeding  good  Work.  He  let  me  know  that  the 
duty  iji  England  upon  Bar  Iron  was  24/'  a  Tun, 
and  that  it  sold  there  from  Ten  to  IG  pounds  a  Tun. 
This  wou'd  pay  the  Charge  of  Forging  abundantly, 
but  he  doubted  the  Parliament  of  England  would 
soon  forbid  us  that  Improvement,  lest  after  that 
we  shou'd  go  farther,  and  manufacture  Our  Bars 
into  all  Sorts  of  Iron  Ware,  as  they  already  do  in 
New  England  &  Pennsylvania.  N^ay,  he  ques- 
tional whether  we  shou'd  be  suffer'd  to  cast  any 
Iron,  which  they  can  do  themselves  at  their 
Furnaces.  Thus  ended  our  Conversation,  and  I 
thankt  my  Friend  for  being  so  free  in  communi- 
cating everything  to  me.  Then,  after  tipping  a 
Pistole  to  the  Clerk,  to  drink  prosperity  to  the 
Mines  Avith  all  the  Workmen,  I  accepted  the  kind 
offer  of  going  part  of  my  Journey  in  the  Phaeton. 
I  took  my  Leave  about  ten,  and  drove  over  a  Spa- 
cious Level  Road  ten  Miles,  to  a  Bi-idge  built  over 
the  River  Po,  which  is  one  of  the  4  Branches  of 
the  ISIatopany,  about  40  Yards  wide.  Two  Miles 
beyond  that,  we  passed  by  a  Plantation  belonging 
to  the  Company,  of  about  500  Acres,  where  they 
keep  a  great  Number  of  Oxen  to  relieve  those  that 
have  dragg'd  their  loaded  Carts  thus  far.  Three 
Miles   farther  we  came  to  the   Geruuumu   Road, 
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where  I  quitted  the  CJhnir,  and  continued  my  Jour- 
ney on  Horseback.  I  rode  8  Miles  tojj;etlier  over  a 
Stony  Road,  and  had  on  either  side  continual 
poisen'd  Fields,  Avitii  nothing  but  Saplins  gTowing 
on  them.  Then  I  came  into  the  Main  County 
Road,  that  leads  from  Fredericlcsburgh  to  Ger- 
nmnna,  which  last  place  I  reacht  in  Ten  Miles  more. 
This  famous  Town  consists  of  Colo.  SpotsAvood's 
enchanted  Castle  on  one  Side  of  the  Street,  and  a 
Baker's  Dozen  of  ruinous  Tenements  on  the  other, 
where  so  many  Gei'man  Pamilys  liad  d^velt  some 
Years  ago ;  but  are  now  remov'd  ten  Miles  higher, 
in  the  Fork  of  Rappahannock,  to  I^and  of  their 
Own.  There  had  also  been  a  Chappel  about  a 
Bow-Shot  from  the  Ccdonel's  liouse,  at  the  End  of 
an  Avenue  of  Cheriy  Trees,  but  some  pious  people 
had  lately  burnt  it  down,  with  intent  to  get  another 
l)uilt  nearer  to  their  own  homes.  Here  I  arrivVl 
a])Out  thi'ee  a'clock,  and  found  oidy  Mrs.  Spots- 
wood  at  Home,  who  receiv'd  her  Old  acquaintance 
with  many  a  gracious  Smile.  I  was  carry'd  iuto  a 
Room  elegantly  set  off  with  Pier  Glasses,  the 
largest  of  which  came  soon  after  to  an  odd  Mis- 
fortune. Amongst  other  favourite  Animals  that 
cheer'd  this  Lady's  Solitude,  a  Brace  of  Tame 
Deer  ran  familiarly  about  the  House,  and  one  of 
them  came  to  stare  at  me  as  a  Sti-anger.  But  un- 
luckily Spying  his  own  Figure  in  the  Glass,  he 
made  a  spring  over  the  Tea  Table  that  stood  under 
it,  and  shatter'd  the  Glass  to  pieces,  and  falling 
l)ack  upon  the  Tea  Table,  made  a  terrible  Fracas 
among  the  China.     This  Exploit  was  so  sudden, 
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and  accompany'd  with  such  a  Noise,  that  it  siir- 
priz'd  me,  and  perfectly  tVighten'd  Mis.  Spotswood. 
But  twas  worth  all  the  Damage  to  shew  the  Mod- 
eration and  good  humour  Avith  which  she  bore  this 
disaster.  In  the  Evening  the  noljle  Colo,  came 
home  from  his  Mines,  who  sahitcd  me  very  civily, 
and  Mi's.  Spotswood's  Sister,  Miss  Theky,  who  had 
been  to  meet  him  en  Cavalier^  was  so  kind  too  as 
to  bid  me  welcome.  We  talkt  over  a  Ijcgend  of 
old  Story s,  siipp'd  about  9,  and  then  prattl'd  with 
the  Ladys,  til  twas  time  foi-  a  Travcllour  to  retire. 
In  the  mean  time  1  observ'il  n)y  old  Friend  to  be 
vei-y  Uxorious,  and  exceedingly  fond  of  his  Chil- 
dren. This  was  so  opposite  to  the  Maxims  he  us'd 
to  j)reach  up  before  he  was  marryed,'  that  I  cou'd 
not  l'or])ear  rubbing  up  the  Memory  of  them.  But 
he  gave  a  very  good-natur'd  turn  to  his  Change  of 
Sentiments,  by  alleging  that  whoever  brings  a  poor 
Gentlewoman  into  so  solitary  a  place,  from  all  her 
Friends  and  acquaintance,  wou'd  be  ungrateful  not 
to  use  hei-  and  all  that  belongs  to  her  with  all 
possible  Tendei'ness. 

28.  We  all  kept  Snug  in  our  several  apartments 
till  Nine,  except  Miss  Theky,  who  was  the  Ilouse- 
Avife  of  the  Family.  At  that  hour  we  met  <nei-  a 
Pot  of  Coffee,  which  was  not  quite  strong  enough 
to  give  us  the  Palsy.  Aftei'  Breakfast  the  Colo. 
and  I  left  the  Ladys  to  their  Domestiek  Affaiis, 

'  Spotswood  was  married    in  Dorothy     Brayne,     sometimes 

1724  to  Miss  Butler  Brayne,  of  written  Bryan,  and  she  mari-ied 

England.     This  was    after    liis  Elliott  Benger,  of  Virginia,  and 

term  of  office  as  governor  was  had    issue.       (See    Va.     Histl. 

expired.      "Miss   Theliy"    was  Mag.,  II.  340.) 
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and  took  a  turn  in  the  Garden,  which  has  nothing 
beautiful  but  3  Terrace  Walks  that  fall  in  Slopes 
one  below  another.  I  let  hiui  understand,  that  be- 
sides the  pleasiu'e  of  paying  hhn  a  Visit,  I  caiue  to 
be  instructed  by  so  great  a  Master  in  the  Mystery 
of  Making  of  Iron,  whei-ein  he  had  led  the  way,  and 
was  the  Tubal  Cain  of  Virginia.  lie  coiTected  me 
a  little  there,  by  assuring  me  he  was  not  only 
the  first  in  this  Country,  but  the  first  in  Xoith 
America,  wlio  had  erected  a  regular  Furnace. 
That  they  ran  altogether  upoii  Bloomerys  iu  New 
England  &  Pennsilvania,  till  his  Example  had 
made  them  attempt  greatei'  Works.  But  in  this 
last  Coloiiy,  they  have  so  few  Ships  to  carry  their 
Iron  to  Great  Britain,  that  they  nnist  be  content  to 
make  it  only  for  their  own  use,  and  nnist  be  oblig'd 
to  manufacture  it  when  they  have  done.  That  he 
hoped  he  had  done  the  Country  very  great  Service 
by  setting  so  good  an  Example.  That  the  4  Fur- 
naces now  at  work  in  Virginia  circulated  a  great 
Sum  of  Money  for  Provisions  and  all  other  iieces- 
sarys  in  the  adjacent  Countys.  That  tliey  took 
off  a  great  Niunber  of  Hands  from  Planting  To- 
bacco, and  employ'd  them  in  AVorks  that  produced 
a  large  Sum  of  Money  in  England  to  the  persons 
concern'd,  whereby  the  Country  is  so  much  the 
Richer.  That  they  are  besides  a  considerable  ad- 
vantage to  Great  Britain,  because  it  lessens  the 
Quantit}^  of  Bar  Iron  imported  from  Spain,  Hol- 
land, Sweden,  Denmark  and  Muscovy,  which  used 
to  be  no  less  than  20,000  Tuns  yearly,  tho'  at  the 
same  time  no  Sow  Iron  is  imported  thither  Itoui 
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any  Country  but  only  from  the  Plantations.  For 
most  of  this  Bar  Iron  they  do  not  only  pay  Silver, 
but  our  Friends  in  the  Baltiek  are  so  nice,  they 
even  expect  to  be  paid  all  in  Crown  Pieces.  On 
the  contraiy,  all  the  Iron  they  receive  from  the 
Phmtations,  they  pay  for  it  in  their  own  Manufac- 
tures, and  send  for  it  in  their  own  Shipping.  Then 
I  inquired  after  his  own  Mines,  and  hoped,  as  he 
was  the  hrst  that  engaged  in  this  great  under- 
taking, that  he  had  bi-ought  them  to  the  most 
perfection.  He  told  nie  he  had  Iron  in  several 
I'arts  of  his  great  Tract  of  Land,  consisting  of 
45,()()()  Acres.  But  that  the  Mine  he  was  at  woilv 
upon  was  13  Miles  below  Germanna.  That  his 
Oar  (which  was  very  i-ich)  hei'ais'd  a  Mile  from  his 
Furnace,  and  was  oblig'd  to  Cart  the  Iron,  when  it 
was  made,  15  Miles  to  Massapomix,  a  Plantation 
he  had  upon  Rappahanock  Kiver;  But  that  the 
Road  was  exceeding  good,  gently  declining  all 
the  way,  and  had  no  more  than  one  Ilill  to  go  up 
in  the  whole  Journey.  For  this  reason  his  loaded 
carts  went  it  in  a  day  without  dilliculty.  He  said 
it  was  true  Ilis  works  were  of  the  oldest  Standing: 
but  that  his  long  absence  in  England,  and  the 
wretched  Management  of  Mi'.  Greame,  whom  he 
had  entrusted  with  his  Affairs,  had  put  him  back 
very  much.  That  what  with  Neglect  and  Severity, 
above  80  of  his  Shives  were  lost  while  he  was  in 
England,  and  most  of  his  Cattle  starved.  That 
his  Fiu'nace  stood  still  great  part  of  the  time,  and 
all  his  Plantations  ran  to  ruin.  That  indeed  he 
was  rightly  serv'd  for  committing  his  Affairs  to 
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the  care  of  a  Matlicjuatician,  wliose  thoughts  were 
always  among  the  Starii.  That  iieveitlieless,  since 
his  return,  he  had  at)ply'il  himself  to  rectify  his 
Stewai'd's  Mistakes,  and  bring  his  Business  again 
into  Order.  That  now  he  hud  contriv'd  to  do 
every  tiling  with  his  own  People,  except  raising 
the  Mine  and  running  the  Jron,  hy  which  he  had 
conti'actcd  his  l']\pence  vei'y  nuicli.  Nay,  lie  l»e- 
liev'il  that  by  his  dii'ections  he  cou'd  biing  sensible 
Negroes  to  perform  those  parts  of  the  Work  tolei- 
ably  well.  But  at  the  same  time  he  gave  me  to 
undei'stand,  that  his  Furnace  liad  done  no  great 
Feats  lately,  because  he  luul  been  taken  up  in 
building  an  Air  Furnace  at  Massaponux,  which 
he  had  now  bi'ought  to  perfection,  and  shoii'd  be 
thereby  able  to  fui'uish  the  whole  Country  with  all 
iSoits  of  Cast  Iron,  as  cheap  and  as  good  as  ever 
came  from  England.  I  told  him  he  must  do  one 
thing  more  to  have  a  full  Yent  for  tlu^se  Com- 
moditys,  he  must  keep  a  Chaloupe  running  into  all 
the  Rivers,  to  carry  his  Wai-es  home  to  people's 
own  Doors.  And  if  he  wouM  do  that  I  wou'd  set 
a  good  Example,  and  take  of  a  whole  Tun  of  them. 
Our  Conversation  on  this  Subject  continued  till 
Dinner,  wliich  was  both  elegant  and  plentifull. 
The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  the  ladys,  who 
shew'd  me  one  of  their  most  beautiful  Walks. 
They  conducted  me  tln-o'  a  Shady  Lane  to  the 
Landing,  and  by  the  way  made  me  drink  some  very 
fine  Watei'  that  issued  from  a  Marble  Fountain, 
and  I'au  incessantly.  Just  behind  it  was  a  eovei'd 
Bench,  where  Miss  Theky  often  sat  and  bewail'd 
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her  Virginity.  Then  we  proceeded  to  the  River, 
Avhich  is  the  South  Branch  of  Kappalianoek,  al)ont 
50  Yards  wide,  and  so  rapid  tliat  the  Ferry  lioat 
is  drawn  over  by  a  Chain,  and  therefore  called  the 
Rapidan.  At  night  we  drank  prosperity  to  all  the 
Colonel's  Projects  in  a  Bowl  of  Rack  Punch,  and 
then  retired  to  our  Devotions. 

29.  llavino^  eniploy'd  about  2  hours  in  Retire- 
ment, I  Sally'd  out  at  the  first  Suinmons  to  Bi'eak- 
fast,  Avhere  our  conversation  with  the  Ladys,  like 
Whip  Sillabub,  was  very  pretty,  but  had  nothing 
in  it.  This  it  seems  was  Miss  Theky's  liirth  day, 
upon  Av.hich  I  matle  her  my  Compliments,  &  wish't 
she  might  live  twice  as  long  a  nuu'ry'tl  Wonuui  as 
she  had  liv'd  a  Maid.  I  did  not  presume  to  pry 
into  the  Secret  of  her  Age,  nor  was  she  forwai'd  to 
disclose  it,  for  this  humble  Reason,  lest  I  shou'd 
think  her  AVisdora  fell  short  of  hei'  Years.  Shecon- 
ti'iv'd  to  make  this  day  of  her  Birth  a  day  of  Moui'n- 
ing,  for  having  nothing  better  at  pi'esent  to  set  her 
Affections  upon,  she  had  a  Dog  that  was  a  great 
Favourite.  It  happen'd  that  very  Morning  the 
poor  Cui  r  had  done  something  very  uncleanly  upcm 
the  Colo's  lied,  for  which  he  was  condenni'd  to 
dye.  However,  upon  her  entreaty,  she  got  liim  a 
Reprieve;  but  was  so  concei'n'd  that  so  much  se- 
verity shou'd  be  intended  on  her  Birth  day,  that 
she  was  not  to  be  comforted ;  and  lest  such  another 
Accident  might  Oust  the  poor  Curr  of  his  Clergy, 
she  protested  she  would  boai'd  out  her  Dog  at 
a  Neighboui-'s  House,  where  she  hoped  he  wou'd 
be  more  kindly  treated.     Then  the  Colo,  and  I  took 
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another  turn  in  the  Garden,  to  clisconrse  farther  on 
the  Siibjeet  of  Iron.  lie  was  very  frank  in  eoin- 
nmnieating-  all  his  dear-bouglit  Experience  to  me, 
and  told  me  veiy  civily  he  won'd  not  only  let  me 
into  the  whole  Secret,  but  woii'd  make  a  Journey 
to  James  Eiver,  and  give  me  his  faithful  Opinion 
of  all  my  Conveniences.  For  his  part  he  wisht 
there  were  many  more  Iron  woi'ks  in  the  C!ountry, 
provided  the  partys  concerned  wou'd  pi'eserve  a 
constant  Harmony  among  themselves,  and  meet 
and  consult  frecpiently,  Avhat  might  be  for  theii- 
conmion  Advantage.  By  this  they  might  be  better 
able  to  manage  the  Workmen,  and  reduce  theii' 
Wages  to  what  was  just  and  reasonable.  After 
this  fi'ank  Speecli,  he  began  to  explain  the  whole 
charge  of  an  Iron-work.  He  said,  there  ought  at 
least  to  be  an  Hundred  Negroes  enipioy'd  in  it, 
and  those  upon  good  Laud  would  make  CJorn,  an(l 
raise  I'rovisions  enough  to  support  themselves  and 
the  Cattle,  and  do  every  other  part  of  the  Busi- 
ness. That  the  Furnace  might  be  built  U>i-  TUOi;, 
and  made  ready  to  go  to  work,  if  I  went  the  neai-- 
est  way  to  do  it,  especially  since  coming  after  so 
numy,  I  might  coirect  their  Errors  and  avoid  their 
Miscarriages.  That  if  I  had  Oar  and  Wood 
enough,  and  a  convenient  Stream  of  Water  to  set 
the  Furnace  upon,  having  neither  too  much  nor  too 
little  Water,  I  might  undci'take  the  Affair  with  a 
full  Assurance  of  Success.  Provided  the  distance 
of  Caiting  be  not  too  great,  which  is  exceedingly 
burdensome.  That  there  must  be  abundance  of 
AVheel    Carriages,    shod    with    Iron,    and    several 
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Teams  of  Oxen,  provided  to  ti-ansport  the  Wood 
that  is  to  be  coal'd,  and  afterwanls  the  Coal  and 
Oar  to  the  Furnace,  and  last  of  all  the  Sow  Iron  to 
the  nearest  Water  Carriage,  and  carry  back  Lime- 
stone &  other  necessarys  from  thence  to  the 
Woi'lvs;  and  a  Sloop  also  would  be  usefnl  to  cany 
the  Iron  on  Board  the  Ships,  the  Masters  not  being 
ahvays  in  the  Humour  to  fetch  it.  Then  he  enu- 
merated the  people  that  were  to  be  hired,  viz.:  a 
Founder,  a  Mine-raiser,  a  Collier,  a  Stock-taker,  a 
Clerk,  a  Smith,  a  Carpenter,  a  Wheelwiight,  antl 
Several  Carters.  That  these  altogether  will  be  a 
Standing  charge  of  about  £500  a  Year.  That  the 
amount  of  Fi'eight,  Custom,  Commission  and  other 
Charges  in  England,  comes  to  27/'  a  Tun.  But 
that  the  Merchants  yearly  find  out  means  to  in- 
ilame  the  Account  with  New  Aiticles,  as  they  do 
in  those  of  Tobacco.  That,  upon  the  whole  mat- 
ter, the  Expences  here  and  in  England  may  be 
computed  modestly  at  3£  a  Tun.  And  the  rest 
that  the  Iron  sells  for  will  be  clear  gain,  to  pay  for 
the  Land  and  Negros,  which  tis  to  be  hoped  will 
be  £S  more  for  every  Tun  that  is  sent  over.  As 
this  Account  agreed  pretty  near  with  that  which 
ISfi'.  Chiswell  had  given  me,  I  set  it  down  (not- 
withstanding it  may  seem  a  Repetition  of  the  same 
thing)  to  prove  that  both  these  Gentlemen  were 
sincere  in  then-  Representations.  We  had  a  Mich- 
aelmas Goose  for  Dinner,  of  Miss  Theky's  own 
raising,  Avho  was  now  goodnatur'd  enough  to  for- 
get the  Jeopardy  of  her  Dog.  In  the  afternoon 
we  walkt  in  a  Meadow  by  the  River  side,  which 
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winds  in  tlie  form  of  a  Horseshoe  a1)ont  Gerinaiina, 
making-  it  a  Peninsula,  containing  about  400  Acres. 
Kappahanock  forks  about  14  Miles  below  this  place, 
the  Northern  Brajich  being-  the  largei-,  and  conse- 
quently nutst  be  the  Rivei-  that  bounds  ]\Iy  Lord 
Fairfax's  Grant  of  the  Noi-thern  Neck. 

30.  The  Sun  rose  clear  this  Moi-ning,  and  so  did 
I,  and  iinisht  all  my  little  Affairs  by  IJreakfast. 
]t  was  then  rcsolv'd  to  wait  on  the  Ladys  on  Horse- 
back, since  the  blight  Sun,  the  fine  Aii-,  and  the 
wholesome  Exercise,  all  invited  us  to  it.  We 
forded  the  River  a  little  above  the  Ferry,  and  rode 
G  Miles  up  the  :N'eck  to  a  tine  l^evel  piece  of  Rich 
Jjand,  where  we  found  about  20  IMants  of  Ginseng, 
with  the  Scarlet  lieriys  growing  on  the  toi)  of  the 
Middle  Stalk.  The  Root  of  this  is  of  wonderful 
Vertue  in  many  Cases,  particularly  to  i-aise  the 
Spirits  and  promote  Perspii-ation,  which  makes  it 
a  Specifick  in  Colds  and  Coughs.  The  Colo,  com- 
plemented me  with  all  we  found,  in  retui'u  for  my 
telling  him  the  Vertues  of  it.  We  were  all  pleas'd 
to  iind  so  nmch  of  this  King  of  Plants  so  neai-  the 
Colonel's  habitation,  and  growinj^  too  npou  his 
own  Land;  but  were,  however,  sui-prized  to  Iind  it 
upon  level  Ground,  after  Ave  had  been  told  it  grew 
only  u[H)n  the  Noi-th  Side  of  Stony  Mountains.  I 
cai'i-y'd  home  this  Treasure,  with  as  much  J(jy,  as 
if  every  Root  had  been  a  Graft  of  the  Tree  of  Life, 
and  washt  and  dry'd  it  cai-efully.  This  Airing 
nuide  us  as  Ilungiy  as  so  nniny  Hawks,  so  that 
between  Appetite  and  a  very  good  Dinner,  twas 
ditlieult  to  eat  like  a  Philosophei-.     In  the  After- 
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noon  the  Ladys  walkt  me  about  amongst  all  their 
little  Animals,  with  which  they  anuise  themselves, 
and  furnish  the  Table;  the  worst  of  it  is,  they  are 
so  tender-heaited,  they  Shed  a  Silent  Tear  every 
time  any  of  them  are  kill'd.  At  IS^ight  the  Colo, 
and  I  quitted  the  threadbaie  Subje(;t  of  Iron,  and 
changed  the  Scene  to  ]-*oli ticks,  lie  told  me  the 
Ministry  had  receded  from  their  demand  upon  New 
England,  to  raise  a  standing  Salary  for  all  suc- 
ceeding Governors,  for  fear  some  curious  Membei'S 
of  the  House  of  Commons  shou'd  encjuire  J  low  the 
Money  was  dispos'd  of,  that  had  been  rais'd  in  the 
other  American  Colonys  for  the  Support  of  their 
Governors.  And  paiticidarly  what  becomes  of  the 
4^  p  cent.,  paid  in  the  Sugar  Colonys  for  that  pnr- 
pose.  That  Duty  produces  near  £20,000  a  Year, 
but  being  remitted  into  the  Exchequer,  not  one  of 
the  West  India  Governors  is  paid  out  of  it;  but 
they,  like  Falcons,  are  let  loose  uj)on  the  People, 
who  are  complaisant  enough  to  settle  other 
Revenues  upon  them,  to  the  great  impoverishing 
of  these  Colonys.  In  the  mean  time,  tis  certain 
the  money  rais'd  by  the  4^  p  cent,  moulders  away 
between  the  Ministei-'s  Fingers,  no  body  knows 
how,  like  the  Quitrents  of  Virginia.  And  tis  for 
this  Reason  that  the  Instructions,  foibidding  all 
Governors  to  accept  of  any  |)resents  from  their 
Assemblys,  are  dispens'd  with  in  the  Sngar  Islands, 
while  tis  strictly  insisted  upon  every  where  else, 
where  the  Assemblys  wei-e  so  wise  as  to  keep  their 
Revenvies  among  themselves.  lie  said  furthez', 
that  if  the  Assembly  in  New  England  woukl  stand 


366  COLONEL   WILLIA1\I    BYRD       [i7:«,  Scpl. 

Bluff,  he  did  not  see  how  they  cou'd  be  f orct  to 
raise  Money  against  their  Will,  for  if  they  shou'd 
direct  it  to  be  done  by  Act  of  Parliament,  which 
they  have  threaten'd  to  do,  (though  it  be  against 
the  Right  of  Englishmen  to  be  taxt,  but  by  their 
Representatives,)  yet  they  wou'd  find  it  no  easy 
matter  to  put  such  an  Act  in  Execution.  Then  the 
Colonel  read  me  a  Lecture  upon  Tar,  atfirmiiig  that 
it  cant  be  made  in  this  warm  Clymate,  afU-r  the 
manner  they  make  it  in  Sweden  and  Muscovy,  by 
barking  the  Tree  2  Yards  from  the  Ground, 
whereby  the  Turpentine  descends  all  into  the  Stump 
in  a  Year's  time,  which  is  then  split  in  pieces  in 
order  for  the  Kiln.  But  here  the  Sun  fries  out  the 
Turpentine  in  the  Bi'anches  of  the  Ti-ee,  when  the 
leaves  are  dry'd,  and  hinders  it  from  descending. 
But,  on  the  Contrary,  those  who  burn  Tar  of  Light- 
wood  in  the  common  way,  and  are  careful  about  it, 
make  as  good  as  that  which  comes  from  the  East 
Country,  nor  will  it  burn  the  Cordage  more  than 
that  dos.  Then  we  entei'M  upon  the  Suljject  of 
Hemp,  which  the  Colonel  told  me  he  never  cou'd 
raise  here  from  foreign  Seed,  but  at  last  sow'd  the 
Seed  of  Wild  Hemp,  (which  is  very  common  in  the 
upper  parts  of  the  Countiy)  and  that  came  up  very 
thick.  That  he  sent  about  500  lbs.  of  it  to  r]ng- 
land,  and  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy, 
after  a  full  tryall  of  it,  I'cported  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  it  was  equal  in  goodness  to 
the  best  that  comes  from  Riga.  I  told  him  if  our 
Hemp  were  never  so  good,  it  would  not  be  worth 
the  nuiking  here,  even  tho'  they  shou'd  continue 
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the  IJouiity.  And  my  Reason  was,  because  laljour 
is  not  more  than  two  pence  a  day  in  the  Bast 
Country  where  they  produce  Hemp,  and  here  we 
cant  compute  it  at  less  than  Ten  Pence,  which 
lieing  live  times  as  much  as  their  Lal:)our,  and  con- 
siderintj  besides,  that  our  Fi-eight  is  3  times  as 
deal'  as  theirs,  the  Price  that  will  make  them  rich 
will  ruin  us,  as  I  have  found  by  wofull  Experience. 
iJesides,  it'  the  King,  who  must  have  the  Refusal, 
byys  oui'  Hemp,  the  Navy  is  so  long  in  paying  both 
the  price  and  the  Boinity,  that  we  who  live  fi'om 
Hand  to  Mouth  cant  afford  to  wait  so  long  for  it. 
And  then  our  good  Friends,  the  Merchants,  load  it 
with  so  many  charges,  that  they  run  away  with 
great  i)art  of  the  pi'olit  themselves.  Just  Yike  the 
Bald  Eagle,  which  after  the  Fishing  Hawk  has 
been  at  great  pains  to  catch  a  Fish,  pounces  upon 
and  takes  it  from  him.  Our  conversation  was 
interrupted  by  a  Sunnnons  to  Supper,  for  the  Ladys, 
to  shew  their  power,  had  by  this  time  brought  us 
tamely  to  go  to  Bed  with  our  Bellys  full,  thou'  we 
both  at  first  declar'd  positively  against  it.  So  very 
pliable  a  thing  is  frail  Man,  when  Women  have 
the  bending  of  him. 

Oct.  1.  Our  Ladys  overslept  them  selves  this  Morn- 
ing, so  that  we  did  not  Ijreak  our  Fast  till  Ten.  We 
drank  Tea  nnide  of  the  Jjeaves  of  Ginseng,  which 
has  the  Vertues  of  the  lioot  in  a  weaker  Degree, 
and  is  not  disagreeable.  So  Soon  as  we  cou'd  force 
our  Inclinations  to  quit  the  Ladys,  we  took  a  turn 
on  the  Terrace  walk,  and  discourst  iipon  quite  a 
New  Subject.     The  Colo,  explain'd  to  me  the  dif- 
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ference  betwixt  the  Galleons  and  the  Plota,  which 
very  few  People  know.  The  Galleons,  it  seems, 
are  the  Ships  which  bring  the  Treasure  and  other 
Rich  Merciiandize  to  Carthagene  from  I'ortobel, 
to  which  place  it  is  brought  over  Land,  from  Pan- 
ama &  Pern.  And  the  Flota  is  the  Squadron  that 
brings  the  Treasure,  &c.,  from  Mexico  and  New 
Spain,  which  make  up  at  La  Vera  Cruz,  lioth 
these  Squadi'ons  rendezvous  at  the  Havanna,  from 
hence  they  shoot  the  (}ulph  of  Florida,  in  their 
return  to  Ohl  Spain.  That  this  important  Port  of 
the  ITavanna  is  very  poorly  fortify'd,  and  worse 
garrison'd  &  provided,  for  which  reason  it  may  be 
easily  taken.  Besides,  both  the  (Talleous  and  Flota, 
being  confin'd  to  Sail  thro'  the  gulph,  might  be  in- 
tercepted by  our  Stationing  a  Scpiadron  of  Men  of 
War  at  the  most  convenient  of  the  Bahama  Islands. 
And  that  those  Islands  are  of  vast  consequence 
for  that  purpose,  lie  told  me  also  that  the  assogue 
Ships  are  they  that  carry  QnickSilver  to  Porto- 
bello  and  La  Vera  Cruz,  to  refine  the  Silver,  and 
that,  in  Spanish,  assogue  signifys  Quicksilver. 
Then  my  Frienil  unriddled  to  me  the  great  mysti;ry, 
why  we  have  enduied  all  the  late  Insolences  of  the 
Spaniards  so  tamely.  The  Assiento  Contract,  and 
the  Lil)erty  of  sending  a  Ship  every  Year  to  the 
Spanish  West  Indies,  make  it  very  necessary  for 
the  South  Sea  Company  to  have  Effects  of  great 
Value  in  that  part  of  the  World.  Now  these  being 
always  in  the  Power  of  the  Spaniards,  make  the 
Directors  of  that  Company  very  fearful  of  a  Bi-each, 
and  consequently  very  generous  in  their  offeis  to 
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the  Ministry  to  prevent  it.  For  fear  these  worthy 
Gentlemen  shou'il  Suffer,  the  English  Squadron, 
under  Admiral  llofier,  lay  Idle  at  the  Bastimentos, 
till  the  Ships'  Bottoms  were  eaten  out  by  the 
AVojin,  and  the  Ollicers  and  Men,  to  the  number 
of  5000,  dyed  like  Rotten  sheep,  without  being 
suffer'd,  by  the  Strictest  Orders,  to  Strike  one 
Stroke,  tho'  they  might  have  taken  both  the  Flota 
and  Galleons,  and  made  themselves  Masters  of  the 
ITavanna  into  the  Bargain,  if  they  hail  not  been 
chainM  np  from  doing  it.  All  this  Moderation, 
our  peaeealjle  Ministi'y  shewM  even  at  a  time  when 
the  Spaniai'ds  were  furiously  attaequing  Gibraltar, 
and  taking  all  the  English  Ships  they  could,  both  in 
Europe  and  America,  to  the  gi-eat  and  Evei'lasting 
Reproach  of  the  British  JSTation.  That  some  of 
the  Ministry,  being  tii'ed  out  with  the  Clamouis  of 
the  Merchants,  tleclared  their  Opinion  for  War, 
and  while  they  entertain'd  those  Sentiments  they 
pitch't  upon  him,  Colo.  Spotswood,  to  be  Governor 
of  Jamaica,  that  by  his  Skill  and  Experience  in  the 
Art  ]\rilitary,  they  might  be  the  better  able  to  exe- 
cute tiieir  ilesign  of  taking  the  Ilavanna.  But  the 
C'onrage  of  these  worthy  Patriots  soon  cool'd,  and 
the  Ai'guments  us'd  by  the  South  Sea  Directoi's, 
perswaded  them  once  again  into  more  pacifick 
Measures.  When  the  Scheme  was  drop't,  His  Gov- 
ermnent  of  Jamaica  was  di'op't  at  the  same  time, 
and  then  (Jeneral  Hunter  was  judg'd  lit  enough  to 
ride  that  Island  in  time  of  [)eace.  After  this  the 
(jolo.  endeavour'd  to  convince  me  that  he  came 
fairly  by  his  Place   of  PostMaster-General,  not- 


370  COLONEL  WILLIAM  EYED  [1732,  Oct. 

withstanding  the  Report  of  some  Evil  dispos'd 
persons  to  the  Contrary.  The  case  Avas  this,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  of  New  Jersey,  who  liad  formerly  had 
that  Post,  wrote  to  Colo.  Spotswood,  in  Enf>-hind, 
to  favour  him  with  his  Interest  to  get  it  restoi'd  to 
him.  But  the  Colo,  considering  wisely  that  Chai-- 
ity  began  at  Home,  instead  of  getting  the  Place 
for  Hamilton,  secured  it  for  a  lietter  Friend:  tho', 
as  he  tells  the  Story,  that  fJentleman  was  abso- 
lutely refus'd,  before  he  spoke  the  least  good  woid 
for  himself. 

2.  This  being  the  day  appointed  for  my  depar- 
ture from  hence,  I  pack't  up  my  Effects  in  good 
time;  but  the  lad'ys,  whose  dear  compan'ys  we 
were  to  have  to  the  Mines,  were  a  little  tedious  in 
their  Equipment.  However,  Ave  made  a  JShift  to 
get  into  the  Coach  l)y  ten  a'clock;  but  little  Mas- 
ter, who  is  under  no  Govermnent,  would  by  all 
means  go  on  Horseback.  Befoie  we  set  out  I  gave 
ISfr.  Kussel  the  Trouble  of  distiibuting  a  I'istole 
among  the  Servants,  of  Avliich  T  fancy  the  Nurse 
had  a  pretty  good  share,  being  no  small  Favorite. 
We  drove  over  a  fine  Road  to  the  Mines,  which  ]ye 
13  Measured  Miles  from  the  Gerinanna,  each  mile 
being  mark't  distinctly  upon  the  Trees.  The  Colo, 
has  a  great  deal  of  Lanil  in  his  Mine  tract  exceed- 
ingly barren,  and  the  growth  of  Trees  upon  it  is 
hardly  big  enough  foi'  Coaling.  However,  the 
Treasure  inider  Ground  makes  amends,  and  ren- 
ders it  worthy  to  be  his  Lady's  Jointin-e.  We 
lighted  at  the  Mines,  which  are  a  Mile  nearei-  to 
Gernuuuui  than  the  Fiunace.      They  raise  abuu- 
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dance  of  Oar  there,  great  part  of  which  is  very 
llich.  We  saw  his  Engineer  blow  it  up  after  the 
following  Manner,  lie  drill'cl  a  hole  about  18 
Inches  deep,  humouring  the  Situation  of  the  Mine. 
When  he  had  di'yed  it  with  a  Kag  fastened  to  a 
worm,  he  charged  it  with  a  Cartridge  containing  4 
Ounces  of  Powder,  including  the  Priming.  Then 
lie  ramm'd  the  Hole  up  with  soft  Stone  to  the  very 
Mouth ;  after  that  he  pierced  thro'  all  with  an  Iron 
called  a  Primer,  which  is  taper  and  ends  in  a  Sharp 
point.  Into  the  hole  the  I'rimer  makes  the  I'l'iining 
is  put,  which  is  tired  by  a  i)aper  moisten'd  with  a 
Solution  of  SaltPctre.  And  this  burns  leisurely 
enough,  it  seems,  to  give  time  for  the  Persons  con- 
cerned to  retreat  out  of  Harm's  way.  All  the 
Land  hereabouts  seems  pav'd  with  Iron  Oar;  so 
that  there  seems  to  be  enough  to  feed  a  Furnace 
for  many  Ages.  From  hence  we  proceeded  to  the 
Furnace,  which  is  built  of  rough  Stone,  having 
been  the  first  of  that  kind  erected  in  the  Country. 
It  had  not  blown  for  Several  Moons,  the  Colo, 
having  taken  off  great  part  of  his  People  to  carry 
on  his  Air  Furnace  at  Massaponux,  Here  the 
Wheel  that  carry'd  the  Bellows  was  no  more  than 
20  Feet  Diameter;  but  was  an  Overshot  Wheel 
tliat  went  with  little  Water.  This  was  necessary 
here,  because  Water  is  something  Scarce,  notwith- 
standing tis  supply'd  by  2  Streams,  One  of  Avhich 
is  conveyed  TOGO  Feet  thro'  wooden  Pipes,  and  the 
other  ()0.  The  Name  of  the  Founder  employed  at 
present  is  one  Godfrey,  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland, 
whose  Wages  are  iij'd  ^  Tun  for  all  the  Iron  he 
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runs,  and  his  provisions.     This  Man  tokl  nit;  that  I 

tlie  l)est  Wood  t'oi' C'oaliiig' is  rcil  Oak.  lie  Com- 
phiin'd  that  the  Colo.  Starves  iiis  Works  out  of 
Whinisicalness  and  Frugality,  endeavouring  to  do  • 

every  thing  with  his  own  people,  and  at  the  same 
time  taking  them  off  upon  every  Vagary  that 
comes  into  his  Head.  Here  the  Cole  caits  dis- 
charge their  Load  at  folding  Dooi'S,  made  at  the 
Bottom,  which  is  sooner  done,  and  Shattei'sthe  cole 
less.  They  carry  no  moie  than  110  liushels.  The 
Colo,  atlvised  me  by  all  means  to  have  the  coal 
made  on  the  same  side  of  the  Kiver  with  the  Fiu'- 
nace,  not  only  to  avoid  the  Charge  of  Boating  and 
Baggs,  but  likewise  to  avoid  breaking  of  the  coals, 
and  making  them  less  tit  for  use.  Having  pick't 
the  Bones  of  a  Surloin  of  Beef,  we  took  leave  of 
the  Ladys,  and  rode  together  about  5  Miles,  where 
the  Roads  parted.  The  Colo,  took  that  to  Massa- 
ponux,  which  is  15  Miles  from  his  FHu'nace,  and 
very  level,  and  I  that  to  Fredeiicksburgh,  which 
cant  be  less  than  20.  I  was  a  little  benighted,  and 
shoidd  not  have  seen  my  way,  if  the  Lightening, 
which  llash't  continually  in  my  Face,  had  not  be- 
friended me.  I  got  about  seven  a'clock  to  Colonel 
Harry  Willis's,  a  little  moisten'd  with  the  Kain; 
but  a  Class  of  good  Wine  kept  my  Pores  open, 
and  prevented  all  Kheums  and  Defluxions  for  that 
time. 

3.  I  was  oblig'd  to  rise  Early  here,  that  I  might 
not  starve  my  Landlord,  whose  constitution  requires 
him  to  Swallow  a  BeefSteak  before  the  Sun  blesses 
the  World  with  its  genial  Kays.     However,  he  was 
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so  complaisant  as  to  bear  the  gnawing  of  his 
Stomach,  till  8  a'Clock  for  my  Sake.  Colo.  Waller, 
after  a  Score  of  loud  Hems  to  cleui'  his  Thi-oat, 
broke  his  fast  along  with  us.  When  this  neces- 
sary affair  was  despatched,  Col.  Willis  walk't 
me  about  his  Town  of  Frederieksburgh.  It  is 
pleasantly  situated  on  the  South  Shore  of  Rap- 
pahannock River,  about  a  Mile  below  the  Falls. 
Sloops  may  come  up  and  lye  close  to  the  Wharf, 
within  150  Yards  of  the  Public  Warehouses,  wliich 
are  built  in  the  ligure  of  a  Cross.  Just  by  the 
Wharf  is  a  (^uariy  of  AVhite  Stone  that  is  very 
soft  in  the  Ground,  and  hardens  in  the  Ah',  appear- 
ing to  be  as  fair  and  fine  grain'd  as  that  of  Port- 
land. Besides  that,  there  are  several  other  Quariy  s 
in  the  River  ]Jank,  within  the  Limits  of  the  Town, 
snllicient  to  build  a  great  City.  The  only  Kditice 
of  Stone  yet  built  is  the  I'rison;  the  Walls  of 
which  are  strong  enough  to  hold  Jack  Sheppard, 
if  he  had  been  transported  thither.  Tho'  this  be  a 
commodious  and  beautiful  Situation  for  a  Town, 
with  the  Advantages  of  a  Navigable  River,  and 
wholesome  Air,  yet  the  Inhabitants  aj'e  very  few. 
Besides  Colo.  Willis,  who  is  the  top  man  (jf  the 
place,  there  are  only  one  Merchant,  a  Taylor,  a 
Smith  and  an  Ordinary  keeper;  though  I  nnist  not 
foi'get  Mrs.  Levistone,  who  Acts  here  in  the  Double 
Capacity  of  a  Doctress  and  Coffee  Woman.  And 
were  this  a  populous  City,  she  is  (jualify'd  to  exer- 
cise 2  other  callings.  Tis  said  the  Court-house 
and  the  Church  are  going  to  be  built  here,  and 
then  both   Religion   and  Justice  will  help  to  en- 
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large  the  Place.  2  Miles  from  this  place  is  a 
Spring  strongly  unpregnated  with  Alom,  and  so  is 
the  Earth  all  ahout  it.  This  water  dos  wonders 
for  those  that  are  afUicted  with  a  l)rops3\  And 
on  the  other  side  the  liiver,  in  King  Geoi-ge 
County,  12  Miles  from  hence,  is  another  Spring  of 
strong  Steel  water,  as  good  as  that  at  Tnnbiidge 
"Wells.  T^Tot  far  from  this  last  Spring  are  Kug- 
land's  Iron  Mines,  call'd  so  from  the  Chief  Man- 
ager of  them,  tho'  the  J^and  belongs  to  Mr. 
Washington.  These  Mines  ai-e  2  miles  from  the 
Furnace,  and  Mr.  AVashington  raises  the  Oar,  and 
Carts  it  thither  for  20y  the  Tun  of  Iron  that  it 
yields.  The  Furnace  is  built  on  a  Kun,  which  dis- 
charges its  waters  into  Pytomeck.  And  when  the 
Iron  is  cast,  they  Cart  it  about  G  Miles  to  a  I^and- 
ing  on  that  liiver.  Besides  Mr.  Washington  and 
Ml'.  England,  there  are  several  other  Persons,  in 
England,  concerned  in  these  Works.  Matters  are 
very  well  managed  there,  and  no  Expence  is  spared 
to  make  them  jM-ohtable,  which  is  nt)t  the  case  in 
the  works  1  have  already  mention'd.  Mr.  England 
can  neither  write  nor  read;  but  without  those 
helps,  is  so  well  skill'd  in  Iron  works,  that  he  dont 
oidy  carry  on  this  Furnace,  but  has  likewise  the 
Chief  JVIanagement  of  the  Woi'ks  at  Princii)ia,  at 
the  head  of  the  Bay,  whei-e  they  have  also  erected 
a  Forge  &  make  very  good  Bar  Iron.  Colo.  Willis 
had  built  a  Flue  to  try  all  sorts  of  Oar  in,  which 
was  conti'iv'd  after  the  following  manner.  It  was 
built  of  Stone  4  foot  Square  with  an  Iron  grate 
fixed  in  the  Middle  of  it  for  the  Fire  to  lye  upon. 
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It  was  open  at  the  Bottom,  to  give  a  free  passage 
to  the  Air  up  to  the  GJrate.  Above  the  Grate  was 
another  Opening  that  carry'il  the  Smoke  into  a 
chimney.  This  makes  a  Draught  upward,  and  the 
fire  Rarit'ying  the  air  below,  makes  another  draught 
underneath,  which  causes  the  fire  to  burn  veiy 
fiercely,  and  Melt  any  Oar  in  the  Crncil)les  that 
ai'e  set  upon  the  Fire.  This  was  erected  by  a 
Mason  call'd  Taylor,  who  told  me  he  built  the 
Furnace  at  Frederickville,  and  came  in  for  that 
purpose  at  3/'  G  a  day,  to  be  paitl  llim  from  the 
time  he  left  his  House  in  Gloucestershire,  to  the 
tune  he  returned  thither  again,  unless  he  chose 
rather  to  remain  in  Virginia  after  he  had  done  his 
"Work.  It  happen'd  to  be  Court  (hiy  hei'e,  but  the 
Rain  hinder'd  all  but  the  most  quarrelsome  People 
from  coming.  The  Colo,  brought  3  of  his  Brother 
Justices  to  dine  with  us,  namely,  John  Taliefero, 
Maji-  Lightfoot,  &  Captain  Green,  and  in  the  Even- 
ing Parson  Ivenner  edify'd  us  with  his  Company, 
who  left  this  I*arish  for  a  better,  without  any  I'e- 
gard  to  the  poor  Souls  he  had  half  saved,  of  the 
Flock  he  abandon'd. 

4:.  The  Snn  rising  very  bright,  invited  me  to  leave 
this  Infant  City;  accoi'dingly,  about  ten,  I  took 
leave  of  my  Hospitable  Landlord,  and  pei'suaded 
parson  Kemier  to  be  my  Guide  to  Massaponux, 
lying  5  Miles  off,  where  I  had  agreed  to  meet  Colo. 
Spotswood.  We  arriv'd  there  about  12,  and  found 
it  a  very  pleasant  and  commodious  Plantation. 
The  Colo.  i-eceiv'd  us  with  open  Arms,  and  carry'd 
us  directly  to  his  Air  Furnace,  which  is  a  very  in- 
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j^enious  and  profital)le  contrivance.  Tlie  use  of  it 
is  to  melt  his  Sow  Iron,  in  Order  to  cast  it  into 
sundry  Utensils,  such  as  liacks  I'or  Chimneys, 
Andirons,  Fenders,  Plates  for  Hearths,  Pots,  Mor- 
tars, Rollers  for  Gardeners,  Skillets,  Boxes  for 
Cart  Wheels;  and  many  other  things,  which,  one 
with  another,  can  be  afforded  at  207"  a  Tun,  and 
deliver'd  at  People's  own  Homes.  And,  being 
cast  from  the  Sow  Ii'on,  ai'e  much  better  than  those 
which  com6  from  England,  which  are  cast  im- 
mediately from  the  Oai-  for  the  most  pait.  Mr 
Flowry  is  the  Ai-tist  that  directed  the  Building  of 
this  Ingenious  Structni'e,  which  is  contrived  after 
this  Mannei-.  There  is  an  Opening  about  a  foot 
Square  foi-  the  fresh  Air  to  pass  thro'  from  with- 
out. This  leads  up  to  an  Iron  Crrate  that  holds 
about  half  a  Bushel  of  Sea  Coal,  and  is  about  (i 
foot  higher  than  the  opening.  AYhen  the  Pii-e  is 
kindled,  it  rarifys  the  Air  in  such  a  Manner  as 
to  make  a  very  strong  Draught  from  Avithout. 
About  too  foot  above  the  Crate  is  a  hole  that 
leads  into  a  kind  of  Oven,  the  Floor  of  which  is 
laid  Shelving  towards  the  Mouth.  In  the  Middle 
of  this  Oven,  on  one  Side,  is  another  hole  that 
leads  into  the  Funnel  of  a  Chimney,  about  40  foot 
high.  The  Sinoak  mounts  up  this  way,  drawing 
the  Flame  after  it  with  so  much  foi-ce,  that  in  less 
than  an  hour  it  melts  the  Sows  of  Iron  that  are 
thrust  towards  the  uppei'  end  of  the  Oven.  As  the 
Mettal  melts  it  runs  towards  the  Mouth  into  a  hol- 
low place,  out  of  which  the  I'otter  lades  it  in  Iron 
ijadles,  in  order  to  pour  it  into  the  Several  Moulds 
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just  by.  The  Mouth  of  the  Oven  is  Stopt  close  with  ;i 
Moveuble  stone  Shutter,  which  he  removes  so  soon 
as  he  perceives,  thro'  the  peep  holes,  that  tlie  Iron  is 
melted.  The  inside  ol'  the  Oven  is  lined  with  soft 
liricks,  made  of  Sturbridge  or  Windsor  Clay,  be- 
cause no  other  will  endure  the  intense  heat  of  the 
Fire.  Anil  over  the  Floor  of  the  (^ven  they  strew 
sanil  taken  tVom  the  Land,  and  Uijt  from  the  Water 
side.  This  Sand  will  melt  the  2d  Heat  here,  but 
that  which  they  use  in  England  will  bear  the  fire  4 
or  5  times.  The  I'otter  is  also  oblig'd  to  Plaister 
over  his  Ladles  with  the  same  Sand  moisten'd,  to 
save  them  from  melting.  Here  are  2  of  these  Air 
Fiu'uaces  in  one  Room,  that  so  in  case  one  want 
repair,  the  other  may  work,  they  being  exactly 
of  the  same  Structure.  The  Chimneys  and  other 
outside  work  of  this  building  are  of  Free-Stone, 
rais'd  near  a  Mile  off,  on  the  Colonel's  own  laud. 
And  were  built  by  his  Servant,  whose  Name  is 
Kcrby,  a  very  compleate  Worknum.  This  Man 
disdains  to  do  anything  of  rough  work,  even  where 
neat  is  not  required,  lest  any  one  might  say  here- 
after, Kerby  did  it.  The  Totter  was  so  complai- 
sant as  to  shew  me  the  whole  Process,  for  which  I 
paid  him  and  the  other  Workmen  my  respects  in 
the  most  agreeable  way.  There  was  a  great  deal 
of  Ingenuity  in  the  framing  of  the  Moulds,  wherein 
they  cast  the  Several  Utensils,  but  without  break- 
ing them  to  pieces,  I  found  there  was  no  being  let 
into  that  Secret.  The  Flakes  of  Iron  that  fall  at 
the  Mouth  of  the  Oven  are  call'd  Geets,  which  are 
melted  over  again.     The  Colo,  told  me,  in  my  Ear, 
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that  Mr.  Robert  Gary,  in  En<vlaiul,  was  concerned 
witli  liim,  both  in  this  and  his  other  Iron  works, 
not  only  to  help  support  the  Charge,  but  also  to 
make  Friends  to  the  Undertaking  at  home.  His 
Honour  has  settled  his  Cousin,  Mr.  Greame,  here 
as  PostMaster,  with  a  Salaiy  of  £(iO  a  Yeai',  to  re- 
ward him  for  having  ruin\l  his  Estate  while  he 
was  absent.  Just  by  the  Air  Furnace  stands  a 
very  Substantial  Wharf,  close  to  which  any  Vessel 
may  ride  in  Safety.  After  satisfying  our  Eyes 
with  all  these  Sights,  we  Satisfy'd  our  Stomachs 
with  a  Surloiu  of  Beef,  and  then  the  Parson  and  I 
took  leave  of  the  Colo.,  and  left  our  Blessing  upon 
all  his  works.  AVe  took  our  way  from  thence  to 
Major  Woodfoi-d's,  7  Miles  off,  who  lives  upon  a 
high  Hill  that  affords  an  extended  Prospect.  On 
which  Account  tis  dignify'd  with  the  Name  of 
Windsor.  There  we  found  Rachel  Cocke,  who 
stayed  with  her  Sister  some  time,  that  she  might 
not  lose  the  use  of  her  Tongue  in  this  lonely  Place. 
We  were  receiv'd  graciously,  and  the  Evening  was 
Spent  in  talking  and  toping,  anil  then  the  Parson 
and  I  were  conducted  to  the  same  Apartn)ent,  the 
House  being  not  yet  linisht. 

5.  The  Parson  slept  very  peaceably,  and  gave 
me  no  disturbance,  so  I  i-ose  iVesh  in  the  Moi'uing, 
and  did  Credit  to  the  Air  by  eating  a  hearty 
Breakfast.  Then  Major  Woodford  carry'd  me  to 
the  house  where  he  cuts  Tobacco.  He  Manufac- 
tures about  GO  Hogsheads  yearly,  for  which  he 
gets  after  the  Rate  of  11  pence  a  Pound,  anil  pays 
hunself  liberally  for  his  Trouble.     The  Tobacco  he 
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cuts  is  long  Green,  which,  according  to  its  name, 
bears  a  very  long  leaf,  and  consequently  each 
Plant  is  heavyer  than  common  Sweet-scented  or 
Townsend  Tobacco.  The  worst  of  it  is  the  Veins 
of  the  Leaf  are  very  large,  so  that  it  loses  its 
Aveight  a  good  deal  by  Stemming.  This  kind  of 
To))acco  is  much  the  Fashion  in  these  parts,  and 
Jonathan  Forward  (who  has  great  Interest  here) 
gives  a  good  price  for  it.  This  Sort  the  Major 
cuts  up,  and  has  a  Man  that  performs  it  very 
liandily.  The  Tobacco  is  stemm'd  clean  in  the 
first  place,  and  then  laid  straight  in  a  Box,  and 
press'd  down  hard  by  a  press  that  gos  with  a  Nut. 
This  Box  is  sliov'd  forward  towards  the  Knife  by 
a  Screw,  receiving  its  motion  from  a  Treadle,  that 
the  Engineer  sets  a-going  with  his  Foot.  Each 
Motion  pushes  the  Box  the  exact  length  which  the 
Tobacco  ought  to  be  of,  according  to  the  Saffron 
or  oblong  cut,  which  it  seems  yields  one  penny  in 
a  Pound  more  at  London  than  the  Square  Cut,  tho' 
at  Bristol  they  are  both  of  equal  price.  The  Man 
strikes  down  the  Knife  once  at  every  Motion  of 
the  Screw,  so  that  his  hand  and  foot  keep  exact 
pace  with  each  other.  After  the  Tobacco  is  cut  in 
this  Manner,  tis  Sifted  iirst  thro'  a  Sand  Kiddle, 
and  then  thro'  a  Dust  Kiddle,  till  tis  perfectly 
clean.  Then  tis  put  into  a  tight  Hogshead,  and 
prest  under  the  Nut,  till  it  weighs  about  a  Thou- 
sand Neat.  One  IVIan  performs  all  the  Avork  after 
the  Tobacco  is  stenun'd,  so  that  the  Charge  bears 
no  proportion  to  the  Profit.  One  considerable 
Benefit  from  planting  long  Green  Tobacco  is,  that 
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tis  much  hardyer,  and  less  Subject  to  lire  than  other 
sweet  scented,  tho'  it  smells  not  altogethei'  so  fra- 
grant. I  surpriz'd  Mrs.  Woodford  in  her  House- 
wifery in  the  meat-house,  at  which  she  blush'd  as 
if  it  had  been  a  Sin.  We  all  walkt  about  a  Mile 
in  the  Woods,  where  I  shew'd  them  several  useful 
Plants,  and  explained  the  Veitues  of  them.  This 
Exercise,  and  the  fine  Air  we  breath'd  in,  shai'pen'd 
our  appetites  so  much  that  we  had  no  mercy  on  a 
Ribb  of  Beef  that  came  attended  with  Several  other 
good  things  at  dinner.  In  the  afternoon,  we 
tempted  all  the  Family  to  go  along  with  us  to 
Major  Ben.  Robinson's,  who  lives  on  a  high  Ilill, 
call'd  Moon's  Mount,  about  5  Miles  off.  On  the 
Road  we  came  to  an  Eminence,  from  whence  we 
had  a  {)lain  View  of  the  Mountains,  which  seem'd 
to  be  no  more  than  80  Miles  from  us,  in  a  straight 
line,  tho',  to  go  l)y  the  Road,  it  was  near  double 
that  distance.  The  Sim  had  just  time  to  light  us 
to  our  Journey's  End,  and  the  Major  receiv'd  us 
with  his  usual  good  Ilumoui'.  lie  has  a  very  In- 
ilustrious  wife,  who  has  kept  him  from  Sinking  by 
the  Weight  of  Gaming  &  Idleness.  But  he  is  now 
reform'il  from  those  ruinous  Qualities,  and  by  the 
help  of  a  Clerk's  place,  in  a  Qnari-elsome  County, 
will  soon  be  able  to  clear  his  old  Scoi'cs.  We 
drank  exceeding  good  Cyder  here,  the  juice  of 
the  AVHiite  Apple,  which  made  us  talkative  till  ten 
a'clock,  and  then  I  was  conducted  to  a  Bed-chambei', 
where  there  was  neither  Chair  nor  Table;  howevei-, 
I  slept  sound,  and  waked  with  strong  tokens  of 
Health  in  the  IMorniuL!-. 
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G.  When  I  got  np  al)out  Sunrise,  I  was  sui'priz'd 
to  find  that  a  Fog  liad  covered  this  high  Kill;  but 
there  is  a  Marsh  on  the  other  side  the  River  that 
sends  its  filthy  Exhalation  \ip  to  the  Clouds.  Ou 
the  Borders  of  that  Morass  lives  Mr.  Jjonuix,  a 
Situation  fit  only  for  Frogs  and  Otters.  After  for- 
tifying myself  with  Toast  and  Cydei',  and  sweeten- 
ing my  Lips  with  saluteingthe  Lady,  I  took  jjeave, 
and  the  2  Majrs  conducted  me  about  4  Miles  on  my 
Way,  as  far  as  the  Church.  After  that,  Ben  llob- 
inson  order'd  his  East  Indian  to  conduct  me  to 
Colo.  Maitiu's.  In  about  ten  Miles,  we  reacht 
Caroline  Court-house,  where  Colo.  Armstead  and 
Colo.  Will.  Beverly,  have  each  of  'em,  erected  an 
ordinary,  well  snpply'd  with  AVine  and  other  Polite 
Liquois,  for  the  Worshipful  Bench.  Besides 
these,  there  is  a  Rum  Ordinary  for  Persons  of  a 
more  Vulgar  fast.  Such  Liberal  Supplys  of 
Strong  Drink  often  make  Justice  nod,  and  di'op 
the  Scales  out  of  her  hands.  Bight  Miles  beyond 
the  Ordinary,  I  arriv'd  at  Colo.  Martin's,  who  re- 
ceiv'd  me  with  more  Gravity  than  1  expected.  But, 
upon  inquiry,  his  Lady  was  Sick,  which  had  length- 
ened his  Face  and  gave  him  a  very  mournful  Air. 
I  found  him  in  his  Night-Cap  and  15;uiian,  whicli 
is  his  ordinary  dress  in  that  retired  part  of  the 
(Country.  ]*oorer  Land  T  never  saw  than  wliat  lie 
lives  upon;  but  the  wliolesonieness  of  Ibt:  Air,  and 
the  goodness  of  the  Roads,  make  some  amends. 
In  a  clear  day  the  Mountains  may  be  seen  from 
hence,  which  is,  in  truth,  the  only  Rarity  of  the 
Place.     At  my  first  Arrival,  the  Colo,  saluted  me 
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with  a  Glass  of  good  Canary,  and  soon  alter  filled 
my  Belly  with  good  Mutton  and  Cauliflowers. 
Two  People  were  as  indifferent  (Company  as  a  man 
and  his  Wife,  without  a  little  Inspiration  from  the 
Bottle;  and  then  we  were  foreed  to  go  as  far  as 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  help  out  our  Conver- 
sation. There,  it  seems,  the  C(j1o.  luul  an  Elder 
Brother,  a  Physician,  who  thi-eatens  him  with  an 
Estate  some  time  or  other;  Tho'  possihly  it  might 
come  to  him  sooner  if  the;  Suecessiou  depended  on 
the  death  of  one  of  his  Patients.  By  8  a'Cloek  at 
Night  we  had  no  more  to  say,  and  I  gaped  wide  as 
a  Signal  for  retiring,  whereupon  I  Avas  conducted 
to  a  clean  Lodging,  where  I  would  have  been  glad 
to  exchange  one  of  the  Beds  for  a  Chinmey. 

7.  This  Morning  IVIrs.  Martin  was  worse,  so  that 
there  was  no  hopes  of  seeing  how  much  she  was 
alter'd.  Nor  was  this  all,  but  the  Indisposition  of 
his  Consort  made  the  (Jt)lo.  intolerably  grave  and 
thoughtful.  I  prudently  eat  a  Meat  Breakfast,  to 
give  me  Spirits  for  a  long  Journey,  and  a  long 
Fast.  ISIy  Landlord  was  so  good  as  to  send  his 
Servant  along  with  me,  to  guide  me  thro'  all  the 
turnings  of  a  dillicult  way.  In  about  4  Miles  we 
crost  Mattaoponi  liiver  at  Norman's  Ford,  antl  then 
planted  down  to  King  William  County  lioad. 
We  kept  along  that  for  about  12  Miles,  as  far  as 
the  New  Bi'iek  Church.  Aftei-  that  I  took  a  blind 
Path,  that  carry'd  me  to  several  of  Colo.  Jones's 
Quarters,  which  border  upon  my  Own.  The  (Jolo- 
nel's  Overseers  were  all  abroad,  which  made  me 
fearful  I  shou'd  find  mine  as  Idle  as  them.     But  I 
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WHS  mistaken,  for  when  I  came  to  Gravel  Hall,  the 
first  of  my  Plantations  in  Iving  William,  I  found 
William  Snead  (that  looks  after  3  of  them)  very 
honestly  about  his  business.  T  had  the  Pleasure  to 
see  my  People  all  well,  and  my  Business  in  good 
forwardness.  1  visited  all  the  5  (Quarters  on  that 
Side,  which  spent  so  much  of  my  time,  that  I  had 
no  leizure  to  see  any  of  those  on  the  Other  side  the 
River;  Tho'  I  discourst  Thomas  Tinsley,  one  of 
the  Overseers,  who  informed  me  how  matters  went. 
In  the  tivening  Tinsley  conducted  me  to  Mrs. 
Sym's  House,  Avhere  I  intended  to  take  up  my 
Quarters.  This  Lady,  at  first  Suspecting  I  was 
some  Tjover,  put  on  a  Gravity  that  becomes  a 
Weed;  but  so  soon  as  she  learnt  who  I  was, 
brighten'd  up  into  an  unusual  cheerfulness  and 
Sej'enity.  She  was  a  portly,  handsome  Dame,  of 
the  Family  of  Esau,  and  seem'd  not  to  pine  too 
much  for  the  Death  of  her  Husband,  Avho  was  of 
the  Family  of  the  Saracens.  He  left  a  Son  liy  her, 
who  has  all  the  Strong  Featui-es  of  his  Sire,  not 
soften'd  in  the  least  by  any  of  hers,  so  that  the 
most  malicious  of  her  Neighbours  cant  bring  his 
Legitamacy  in  Question,  not  even  the  Parson's 
AVife,  whose  unruly  Tongue,  they  say,  dont  Spare 
even  the  Reverend  Doctor,  her  Husband.  This 
Widow  is  a  Person  of  a  lively  &  cheerful  Conver- 
sation, with  much  less  Resei've  than  most  of  her 
Countrywomen.  It  becomes  her  very  well,  and  sets 
off  hei-  other  agreeable  Qualities  to  Advantage. 
We  tost  off  a  Bottle  of  honest  Poit,  which  we 
Relisht  with  a  broil'd  Chicken.     At  Nine  I  retir'd 
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to  my  Devotions,  And  then  Slept  so  Sound  that 
Fancy  itself  was  Stupify'd,  else  I  shoii'd  have 
dreamt  of  my  most  obliging  Landlady. 

8.  I  moisten'd  my  Clay  with  a  Quart  of  Milk  and 
Tea,  which  T  found  altogethei'  as  great  a  help  to 
discourse  as  the  Juice  of  the  Grape.  The  courte- 
ous Widow  invited  me  to  rest  myself  there  that 
good  day,  and  go  to  Church  with  Her,  but  I  ex- 
cus'd  myself,  by  telling  her  she  wou'd  certainly 
spoil  my  Devotion.  Then  she  civily  entreated  me 
to  nud<e  her  House  my  Home  whenever  I  visited 
my  Plantations,  which  made  me  bow  low,  and  thank 
her  very  kindly.  From  thenee  I  crost  over  to 
Shaccoe's,  and  took  Thomas  Tinsley  for  my  guide, 
finding  the  Distance  about  15  Miles.  I  found  eveiy 
Body  well  at  the  Falls,  blessed  be  God,  tho'  the 
Bloody  Flux  raged  pretty  much  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood. Mr.  Booker  had  receiv'd  a  Letter  the  day 
before  from  Mrs.  Byrd,  giving  an  Account  of  great 
desolation  made  in  our  Neighbourhood,  by  the 
Death  of  Mr.  Lightfoot,  Mrs.  Soan,  Capt.  Gerald 
and  Colo.  Henry  Harrist)n.  Finding  the  Flux  had 
been  so  fatal,  I  desired  Mr.  Booker  to  make  use  of 
the  following  Remedy,  in  case  it  shou'd  come 
amongst  my  People.  To  let  them  Blood  immedi- 
ately about  8  Ounces ;  the  next  day  to  give  them  a 
Dose  of  Indian  Physic,  and  to  repeat  the  Vomit 
again  the  Day  following,  unless  the  Symptoms 
abated.  In  the  mean  time,  they  shou'd  eat  nothing 
but  Chicken  Broth,  and  I*oacht  Fggs,  and  drink 
nothing  but  a  Quarter  of  a  Pint  of  IVlilk  boil'd  with 
a   Quart   of  Water,  and  Medicated  with  a  little 
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Mullein  Root,  or  that  of  the  prickly  I'ear,  to  restore 
tlie  Mucus  ol'  the  Bowels,  and  heal  the  Mxcoiiation. 
At  the  same  time,  I  order'd  him  to  communicate 
this  Method  to  all  the  poor  Neighbours,  and  espe- 
cially to  my  Overseers,  with  Strict  Orilers  to  use 
it  on  the  first  appearance  of  that  Distemper,  he- 
cause  in  that,  and  all  other  Sharp  Diseases,  J)elays 
are  very  dau<j^erous.  I  also  instructed  Mr.  IJooker 
in  the  way  I  had  learnt  of  Blowing-  up  the  liocks, 
which  were  now  Di'ill'd  pretty  full  of  Holes,  and 
he  promised  to  put  it  in  Execution.  After  discoui'S- 
ing-  sei'iously  with  the  Father  about  my  Affaiis,  I 
joked  with  the  Daughter  in  the  evening,  and  about 
8  retired  to  my  Castle,  and  lecolleeted  all  the 
Follys  of  the  Day,  the  little  I  had  leai'iit,  and  still 
less  good  I  had  done. 

9.  My  long  Absence  made  me  long  for  the 
Domestick  Delights  of  my  own  Family,  for  the 
Smiles  of  an  Affectionate  Wife,  and  the  prattle  of 
my  Innocent  Children.  As  soon  as  I  sally'd  out 
of  my  Castle,  1  understood  that  Colo.  Carter's 
Samm  was  come,  by  his  Master's  leave,  to  shew  my 
people  how  to  blow  up  the  Kocks  in  the  Canal. 
lie  pretended  to  great  Skill  in  that  matter,  but  per- 
form'd  very  little,  which  however  might  be  the 
Fffect  of  Idleness  I'ather  than  Ignorance.  He 
came  upon  one  of  my  Horses,  which  he  ty'd  to  a 
Tree  at  Shacoe's,  whei'e  the  poor  Animal  kept  a 
Fast  of  a  Night  and  a  day.  Tho'  this  Fellow  workt 
very  little  at  the  Ivocks,  yet  my  Man,  Argalus,  stole 
his  Ti'ade,  and  perform'd  as  well  as  he.  For  this 
good  tui'u,  1  order'd  IVIr.  Sanuiel  half  a  Pistole,  all 
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which  he  laid  out  with  a  New  Enghmd  Man  for 
l\um,  and  made  my  Weaver  and  Spinning  Woman, 
who  has  the  happiness  to  be  called  his  Wife,  ex- 
ceedingly drunk.  To  punish  the  Varlet  for  all 
these  Pranks,  I  ordered  Mm  to  be  banisht  from 
thence  for  ever,  under  the  penalty  of  being  whipt 
home,  from  Constable  to  Constable,  if  he  prt-suni'd 
to  come  again.  I  left  my  Memorandums  with  Mi-. 
liooker,  of  evei-y  thing  I  order'd  to  be  done,  and 
mounted  my  Horse  about  ten,  and  in  little  more 
reacht  Bermuda  Hundred,  and  crost  over  to  Colo, 
Caller's.  He,  like  an  Industrious  Person,  was 
gone  to  oversee  his  overseers  at  North  Wales, 
but  his  Lady  was  at  home,  and  kept  me  till  Supper 
time  before  we  went  to  dimier.  As  soon  as  I  had 
done  Justice  to  my  Stomach,  I  made  my  honours 
to  the  good  humour'd  little  Fairy,  and  made  the 
best  of  my  way  home,  where  I  had  the  great  Satis- 
faction to  find  all  that  was  dearest  to  me  in  good 
health,  nor  had  any  disaster  happen'd  in  the  Family 
since  I  went  away.  Some  of  the  neighbours  had 
Worm  fevers,  with  all  the  Symptoms  of  the  Bloody 
Flux;  but,  blessed  be  God  I  theh- Distempers  gave 
way  to  proper  Remedys. 


MISCELLANEOUS   LETTERS 

AND 

KEPORT   OP  THE   COMMISSIONERS   TO  LAY  OUT 
THE   BOUNDS  OF   THE   NORTHERN   NECK 
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ViEGlNiA  the  2  of  December  1735 
Sir 

I  am  sorry  yonr  Excellency  had  so  unhappy  a  Reason 
for  not  honouring  us  with  your  Company  at  our  last  Genii. 
Court.  The  Seasonings  in  that  moist  Climate  are  probably 
more  rude  and  unmercifuU  to  Strangers  Ihan  they  are  here, 
tho  even  amongst  us,  People  sometimes  meet  with  an  in- 
different welcome.  I  reckon  youis  are  as  bad  as  Zealand 
Agues,  which  almost  shake  the  bones  out  of  joint.  Never 
the  less  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  Bark  will  subdue  them,  if 
it  be  good,  and  lias  not  undergone,  a  gentle  Decoction  before 
it  came  hither.  But  then  the  repeating  ounce  must  be 
swallow'd,  or  the  Distemper  will  as  surely  return,  as  speecli 
to  a  silent  woman. 

Your  l<]xcellency  gives  me  just  pleasure  in  the  hopes  of 
Kissing  your  hand  here  at  Westover :  the  worst  of  it  is 
those  hopes  sicken  a  little  at  their  being  so  long  deferr'd. 
I  wish  you  had  changed  yoiu'  air  just  after  your  Illness,  and 
permitted  ns  to  nurse  you  into  a  perfect  recovery.  Such  a 
small  Excursion  too,  might  have  been  some  Relief  to  youi- 
cares,  some  truce  to  the  Fatigue  of  making  a  stubborn 
People  happy  against  their  Wills.  That  is  a  ditlicull  Task, 
but  Prudence  anil  moderation,  a  Deaf  Ear  to  violent  Coun- 
cils, &  making  your  ollicers  detest  opjjression  as  mortally  as 
you  do  yourself,  will  go  a  great  way  towards  jjcrforming  it. 

I  humbly  llmnk  you  Sir  for  youi'  kind  (lisj)osition  to 
favoui'  me  all  yon  can  about  my  Land.     Bnt  1  hope  M'heie 

'  These    letters    are    selected     printed  as    samples  of    Byrd's 
from  a  much  larger  number  in     letters  tlirougli  the  courtesy  of 
the  possession  of  the  Virginia     Mr.  W.  G.  Stannard,  the  soci- 
Historical     Society,    and      are     ety's  ellicieiit  secretary. 
3»9 
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there  is  so  iiuicli  Justice  there  will  be  the  less  ueed  of 
favour.  I  purchased  uiy  Land  for  a  valuable  cousideratiou, 
of  those  who  had  it  yiveu  theui  by  that  (joverumeut,  for 
the  charge  &  fatigue  they  had  beeu  at  iu  running  llic  J)i- 
vidiug  Line.  My  Patent  was  an  Authentick  Patent,  signd 
by  the  Goveruour  and  Council,  without  any  manner  of 
Fraud,  &  dated  too  on  the  !)th  day  of  December  ITliS  and 
the  Kings  Purchase  was  not  til  July  1729.  For  tlial  reason 
I  wonder  who  coud  misinform  your  Excellency  so  grossly, 
as  to  tell  you  it  was  after  the  Kings  light  accrued.  'I'lius  I 
shall  never  be  under  any  apprehension  in  an  English  Gov- 
ernment, where  Truth  &  Justice  will  have  a  fair  IFcaring, 
at  least  not  iu  the  Administratiou  of  a  Genllenum  who  is 
not  only  a  Friend,  but  a  Pattern  of  these  Vertues. 

My  Intentiou  was  to  settle  a  little  Colony  up  that  w^ay, 
which  woud  uot  only  be  a  Guard  to  the  Frontiers,  but 
would  encourage  the  takeing  uj)  of  Ijands  in  those  parts. 
How  that  good  project  may  be  obstructed  by  any  Cavils 
about  my  Title  I  cant  tell,  but  I  shall  be  cautious,  til  1  see 
what  your  Court  of  Equity  shall  determine,  which  I  wish 
may  decide  matters  in  such  a  manner  as  to  deserve  its  Name. 

I  heartily  wish  you  may  tiring  your  good  pur]joses  into 
execution  but  if  I  knoM'  any  thing  of  that  people,  I  fear 
you  will  meet  with  great  dillicultys.  Confussion  is  not 
easily  reduced  into  order,  nor  will  a  high  hand  do  it,  without 
you  had  some  Kegiment  to  back  it.  Your  Excellency  will 
pardon  my  freedom,  but  turning  People  out  of  theii-  pos- 
sessions, &  reducing  them  to  beggary  and  dispair,  is  a  new 
way  to  quiet  a  Country  in  the  opinion  of  Sr 
Yours  etc. 

To  Gov'  Johnston.' 

TiiK  Humble  Repkeskntation  of  WiLUAur  Byrd  Esq 

OF   VlRlilNIA. 

On  the  back  of  the  Brilisli  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of 
America  about  250  Miles  from  the  Ocean,  runs  a  chain  of 
1  Of  Norlli  Carolina. 
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High  Mountains  stretching  away  from  the  North  East  to 
the  South,  and  liolding  near  parellel  with  the  Sea  Coaste. 
Several  Rivers  wliieli  fall  Eastwaid  lead  in  these  Mouutains, 
as  do  some  of  tlie  Missapipi)i  tending  towaids  the  West. 

.is  the  French  have  settlements  on  these  Western  Rivers, 
it  will  Ije  greatly  for  their  advantage,  to  be  beforehand  with 
the  English  in  gaining  possession  of  the  Mountains,  and  for 
so  doing  (besides  their  encroaching  Temper)  they  will  have 
the  following  Temptations.  First  that  they  may  make 
themselves  Masters  of  all  the  Mines,  with  which  there  is 
reason  to  believe  these  Mountains  abound.  Amongst  the 
rest,  if  credit  may  be  given  to  the  Indians,  tlieie  aie  several 
Mines  of  Silver.  And  this  is  the  more  probable  because  the 
Mountains  on  the  back  of  Virginia  and  Carolina  lye  in  the 
same  Parellel  with  the  Mines  of  New  Mexico. 

In  the  next  place,  that  they  may  engross  all  the  Trade 
with  western  Indians  for  Skins  and  Furrs,  which  besides 
l>eing  \'ery  prolitable,  will  engage  those  numerous  Natives 
to  the  French  Interests,  in  order  to  Side  with  tlieni  against 
Ilis  Majesty's  »Subjects,  as  those  bordering  upon  Canada  are 
already  engaged  to  be  troublesome  to  the  Adjacent  liritish 
Colonys. 

And  lastly  that  they  may  build  Forts  to  command  the 
Passes  thro  the  said  Mountains,  whereby  they  will  be  not 
only  in  condition  to  secure  their  own  Trattick  and  Seltle- 
ments  Westward,  but  also  to  invade  the  Britisli  Colonies 

from  thence.     Nor  are  tliese  Views  so  distant nary  as 

some  nuvy  imagine,  because  a  Scheme  for  that  purpose  was 
some  years  ago  laid  before  Sieur  Croisat,  and  ajiproved, 
but  not  at  that  time  thought  ripe  for  execution,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not  Sit  Still  and  expect. 

Tliese  inducements  to  the  French  make  it  prudent  for  a 
British  Ministry  to  be  watchful!  and  prevent  Iheii-  Seizing 
this  imi)ortant  Barrier.  In  order  wherewith  it  may  be 
proper  to  employ  some  fitt  Person  to  reconnoitre  these 
Mountains  veiy  diligently,  in  order  to  di.sco\er  what  Mines 
may  be  found  there,  as  likew  ise  to  observe,  what  nations  of 
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Indians  dwell  near  tliem,  and  where  lye  the  most  consid- 
erable Passes,  in  order  to  their  beinj,'  secured  by  ijroper 
Fortifications.  And  tliis  will  be  the  more  necessary  to  be 
very  soon  done,  not  only  to  be  beforehand  with  tlic  French, 
but  also  to  prevent  the  Negroes  takeing  Reluge  there,  as 
they  do  in  the  mountains  of  Jamaica,  to  tlie  great  annoy- 
ance of  the  Kings  Subjects,  and  these  will  be  the  more 
dangerous,  because  the  French  will  be  always  ready  to 
Supply  them  with  Arms,  and  to  make  use  of  them  against 
us  on  all  occasions.  In  the  mean  time  it  may  be  necessary 
to  encourage  Foreign  Protestants  to  come  over,  and  Seat 
themselves  in  the  Valleys  of  these  Mountains,  which  are 
exceedingly  rich,  and  the  air  perfectly  wholesome.  And 
the  better  to  tempt  them  to  it,  it  wouUl  be  worth  while  to 
pass  an  Act  of  Naturalization  for  all  such,  and  sufler  them 
to  enjoy  a  certain  Portion  of  I^and  for  each  Fiimily  free  from 
Quitrents  for  ten  years,  and  if  these  coud  be  transported 
without  charge  it  woud  be  an  effectual  '['emplation  to  them, 
and  no  loss  to  Great  Pritaiu  by  any  means. 

In  the  course  of  these  Discoverys  enough  Ginseng  may  be 
gathered  .  .  .  have  mucli  better  health  &  meet  wilh  fewer 

difficul zards  than  their  countrymen  have  done  in  the 

favorite  Cou  .  .  .  Georgia.  They  may  here  exercise  their 
industry  upon  every  thing  Genius  leads  them  to,  they  may 
plant  Viuyards,  which  nature  encourages  tliem  to,  l)y  twist- 
ing a  Vine  round  almost  every  Tree.  They  may  make  Silk, 
no  place  being  more  Kindly  for  Mulberry  Trees.  They 
may  produce  as  tine  I'lax  as  any  in  the  univeise,  for  a 
miner  Mainifactuie.  They  may  raise  Hemp  as  good  as  any 
from  Riga,  for  cordage  of  all  kinds.  Tliey  may  also  go  u])on 
a  Manufacture  of  Silk-grass,  which  is  stronger  much  than 
Hemp.  Nutt  Oyl  they  may  also  make  in  what  (Quantity  they 
please,  of  the  great  Variety  of  Nuts  that  the  Woods  pro- 
duce. And  what  may  Surprise  you  most,  I  can  assure  you 
from  Experien('e  many  times  repeated,  that  you  may  nuike 
exceeding  good  Sugar  from  a  Tree  we  call  a  Sugar  Tree, 
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which  is  very  plenty  in  these  parts.  This  Tree  they  tap  iu 
the  spiing  and  a  sweet  Jjjquor  issues  from  the  wound  that 
may  be  boild  into  Sugar,  and  I  question  not  but  a  Sjiirit 
may  be  drawn  from  it  equal  to  Arrack.  Many  more  Im- 
provements may  be  made  in  that  line  i)art  of  I  he  Country, 
but  I  shall  mention  no  more  but  only  that  of  Provisions  of 
e\'ery  kind,  which  may  be  i^roduccd  with  little  Labour  in 
the  greatest  Plenty.  It  is  a  tine  Place  for  Cattle  and  Hoggs, 
for  Sheep  and  Goats,  and  particularly  there  is  a  large  Crea- 
lure  of  the  Beef  Kind,  but  much  larger,  called  a  Buflalo, 
which  may  be  bred  up  tame,  and  is  good  bolh  for  Food  and 
Labour.  Then  the  Ground  will  produce  any  Grain  you 
please  with  a  Surprizing  Increase,  besides  Potatoes  and  Peas 
of  various  Kinds,  that  are  very  wholesome  and  nourishing. 
Then  you  may  ha\'e  Fruit  in  great  ])lenty  of  every  Sort, 
and  every  thing  that  grows  in  a  Garden  as  good  as  the 
world  affords.  Then  tliere  is  Water  as  clear  as  Crystal  and 
as  sweet  as  milk,  and  pleasant  Streams  for  any  Kind  of 
iMills.  Besides  all  these  advantages  above  Ground,  there 
are  many  promising  Shews  of  Mines  .  .  .  Quarrys  of  Marble 
upon  the  Ilitts.    In  one  word  there  is  nothing  .  .  .  deserves 

the  name  I  have  given  it  of  the  Land  of  Eden est 

People  of  p]urope  did  not  Know,  what  a  Blessed  Retreat 
they  ...  in  this  Upper  Country,  they  woud  come  over  to 
it  in  gieat  Flocks,  as  Wild  Pigeons  tly  over  it,  which  some 
times  darken  the  Sky.  If  you  can  give  ..  edit  to  the  Account 
(whidi  is  by  no  means  Romanlick)  I  iiope  you  will  not 
defer  bringing  your  little  Colony  over  in  the  Fall  to  take 
possession  of  So  fine  a  Place. 

I  had  much  rather  have  to  do  with  the  honest  Industrious 
Switzers,  than  the  mixt  People  that  come  fiom  Pennsyl- 
vania, especially  when  they  are  to  l)e  conducted  by  so  pru- 
dent a  Person  as  yourself.  I  shall  wait  for  your  answer,  (if 
any  thing  shoud  retard  your  comeing,)  till  the  Spring,  be- 
fore I  will  make  any  Steps  towards  disposeing  of  lliis  Land, 
which  I  have  olferd  preferably  to  you,  and  if  you  hold  your 
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Resolulioii  of  bringing  over  your  People,  whether  you  think 
fit  to  euibraec  my  Oiler  or  not,  you  may  depend  upon  all 
the  good  OlHces  in  the  world  from  your  etc. 

P.  S. 

You  need  not  trouble  your  Self  to  bring  Mill  Stones,  there 
being  Stone  very  projjer  to  make  them.  You  must  tliere- 
fore  only  have  men  that  understand  how  to  work  them  out 
of  the  Stone.  At  first  the  People  need  have  no  other  than 
Hand  mills,  wliieh  will  be  made  with  little  trouble.  In 
shoit  bring  as  few  cumbeisome  Things  as  you  can,  because 
of  the  Land  Carriage,  and  nothing  that  your  men  can  make 
here  upon  the  Spot.  Only  they  must  biing  Tools,  and  Arms 
and  Ammunition  besides  their  necessary  cloatlis. 

To  M'  Ochs. 

VreciNiA  the  10th  of  Oeto"  1735 
If  my  Dear  Cousen  Taylor  be  not  a  Utile  Indulgent,  She 
will  be  apt  to  think  me  a  troublesome  Correspondent  this 
year.  It's  now  the  fouith  time  I  have  broke  in  upon  her 
meditation,  which  is  i)retty  fair  for  one  who  lives  (piite  out 
of  the  Latitude  of  news,  nor  can  pick  up  one  dash  of  Scan- 
dal to  season  a  letter  withall.  Tis  a  mighty  misfortune  for 
an  p4iistolizer  not  to  live  near  some  great  city  like  London 
or  Paris,  where  people  play  the  fool  in  a  well  bied  way,  «Si 
furnish  their  neighbours  with  discourse.  In  such  Places 
storys  rowle  about  like  Snow  balls,  and  gather  variety  of 
pretty  circumstances  in  their  way,  till  at  last  they  tell 
very  well,  &  serve  as  a  good  entertainment  for  a  country 
Cousen. 

But  alas  what  can  we  poor  Hermits  do  who  know  of  no 
Intrigues,  but  such  as  are  earryd  on  by  the  Amorous  Turtles, 
or  some  such  innocent  Lovers*  Our  vices  &  disorders  want 
all  that  wit  &  refinement,  which  make  them  palatable  to 
the  fine  world.     We  are  unskild  in  the  Arts  of  making  our 

follys  agreable,  nor  can  we  dress  up  the  D so  much  to 

advantage,  as  to   make  him   i)ass   for  an    Angel  of  light. 
Therefore  without  a  little  invention,  it  would  not  be  pos- 
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sible  for  oue  of  us  iiuchorites  to  cany  on  ;i  tolerable  corre- 
spondence, but  like  French  Histoiians,  where  we  dont  meet 
with  pretty  incidents,  we  must  e'en  make  them,  and  lard  a 
little  truth  with  a  yieat  deal  of  Fiction. 

Perhaps  you  will  think  the  stoiy  1  am  going  to  tell  you 
of  this  poetical  Sort.  We  have  here  an  Italian  Eona  Roba, 
whose  whole  study  is  to  make  her  Person  Charming,  which 
to  be  sure  will  sound  very  Strangely  in  the  Ears  of  our 
English  Lady.  Those  who  understand  Physognomy  suspect 
this  Dear  Creature  has  been  a  Venetian  Cortezan,  because 
her  whole  mein  &  every  motion  prove  she  has  been  traind 
up  in  the  art  of  plcaseiug.  She  does  not  only  practice 
Graces  at  her  glass,  but  by  her  skill  in  optieks,  lias  in- 
slructed  her  Eyes  to  reflect  their  liays  in  a  very  mischie- 
vous manner.  In  a  word  she  knows  how  to  nuike  the  nuist 
of  every  iiart  tluit  composes  her  Ijovely  Frame,  as  you  will 
see  by  the  hannless  adventure  that  follows. 

You  must  know  the  two  little  liillucks  in  her  Bosome 
have  lost  a  pretty  deal  of  their  natural  lirmness  &  ehisticity, 
this  is  reacond  a  disadvantage  to  a  tine  Neck,  but  she  has  an 
invention  to  brace  them  up  again  to  a  maiileu  Protubciancy. 
She  has  a  Silver  Pipe  made  so  exceedingly  small  at  one  end, 
tliat  'twill  enter  the  nariow  orifice  of  the  nipple.  At  the 
other  end  of  tlie  Tube  her  Fille  dc  Chanibre  blows  with  all 
her  might,  til  the  Bretist  swells  &  struts  like  any  blown 
Bladdci-.  This  is  no  sooner  i)eifornicd,  but  a  composition 
of  Wax  Rosin  and  Spanish  brown  is  nimbly  applyd  to  hinder 
the  imprisond  wind  from  escaping.  Tims  she  preserves  all 
the  Charms  of  the  Horizontal  chest,  without  the  German 
artifice  of  bolstering  it  ui>  with  a  dozen  of  Napkins,  that  if 
any  of  the  monsters  with  eight  legs  and  no  eyelids  should 
presume  to  stray  that  way,  she  may  fairly  crack  them 
upon  it. 

But  as  no  human  Skit  is  ever  so  perfect,  as  to  be  secure 
from  misadventure,  so  you  will  be  sony  for  what  befel  this 
Gentlewoman  one  day  at  a  Ball.  It  hap])end  that  she  had 
deckt  herself  with  all    her  artificial   ornaments,   but  the 
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waruiUi  of  the  weather,  joiiul  with  the  agility  of  her  motion, 
occasioiul  so  copious  a  perspiration  that  it  softenil  and 
dissolvd  the  cement  smeared  upon  her  Mammels.  By  this 
accident  the  doors  being  set  open,  the  wind  unluckily  rusht 
forth,  as  fast  as  it  well  coud  do,  thro'  so  narrow  a  cliaunel 
&  produced  a  sound  that  was  a  little  unseemly,  and  liiat  too 
not  in  seperate  notes,  but  with  a  long  winded  Blast,  which 
a  genius  to  musick  might  have  modulaUd  into  a  Tune.  It 
is  not  easy  to  tell  yon,  whether  the  Company  was  more 
diverted,  or  the  Signora  more  confouuded  at  this  accident : 
but  so  much  is  certain,  that  we  were  all  Surprized  at  the 
unusual  length  of  the  noise,  and  the  quarter  from  whence 
it  Sallyd  out.  We  vertuosos  took  her  immediately  for  one 
of  those  Belly-speakers  whose  gift  it  is  to  make  a  voice  seem 
to  lise  out  of  any  part  of  the  Body.  The  religious  part  of 
the  company,  which  consisted  chiefly  of  old  women,  con- 
cluded her  to  be  a  Demouaiqne,  in  the  power  of  some  evil 
spirit,  who  chose  to  play  his  Gambols  in  so  fair  an  Habita- 
tion. While  we  were  taken  up  in  debating  upon  this  un- 
common event,  the  unfortunate  Person  slunk  away  thro' 
the  crowd,  &  has  never  uppeard  out  of  her  Doors  since. 
[To  Mrs.  Taylor.i] 

London  the  li9th  of  Jidy  1723. 
DiCAE  Maj'b. 

You  must  surely  be  mistaken  when  you  reproach  me  with 
haveing  receivd  no  moie  tlian  one  letter  from  me  this  year. 
I  have  you  so  frequently  in  my  thoughts,  that  tis  impossible 
but  they  must  have  had  vent  ol'tener  than  you  mention.  I 
can  assure  you  Love  has  no  more  such  violent  operation 
upon  me,  as  to  engage  all  my  thoughts;  there  is  room  left 
for  a  Friend,  especially  for  one  I  have  so  much  regard  and 
allection  for  as  Yourself.     Our  dear  Country  inclines  you 

I  Thia  Mrs.  Taylor  seems  to  hers  to  him,  which  is  preserved 

hiive  been  the  widow  of  a  bro-  with    his    letters    at    Brandon, 

therofByrd'8  second  wife.     Al-  ia   a    remarkably   prudent  and 

though  his  letters  to  her  are  in  finely,    interesting     conimuni- 

a  free  and    easy   tone,   one  of  cation. 
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all  so  much  to  that  tender  Passiou,  that  you  fancy  we  who 
are  in  a  colder  clyniate  are  as  universally  healed  with  it 
as  your  selves.  For  my  part  I  can  wash  my  hands  in  Inno- 
cence, and  assure  you  that  my  Keasou  begins  at  last  to  get 
t  lie  better  of  my  Inclination.  I  can  figure  to  my  self  uow, 
that  I  see  you  jjut  on  a  Sardinian  Smile,  and  tell  me,  that 
I  am  more  indebted  to  my  age  fur  this  deliverance,  than  to 
my  undeistanding.  But  you  are  deluded  my  Dear  major, 
if  you  fancy  this,  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you  very 
feelingly,  that  my  fancy  was  more  vigorous  formerly,  but 
not  my  constitution.  I  find  by  blessed  Experience,  that 
age  ought  not  to  be  computed  by  the  number  of  our  years, 
but  by  the  decay  of  our  Persons,  as  a  Building  is  not  prop- 
erly old  that  has  stood  a  great  while,  uuless  it  be  giown 
ruinous  &  out  of  llepair.  Indeed  time  will  wear  out  every 
thing  at  last,  but  some  antidiluvian  constituLions  with  the 
help  of  Temperance  &  Regularity  will  hold  out  a  long  time. 
Nobody  would  have  had  the  confidence  to  call  one  of  the 
Patriarchs  old  at  500,  because  at  that  age  he  was  in  truth 
hardly  the  worse  for  wearing :  but  was  in  the  bloom  of  his 
beauty,  and  full  vigoui'  of  his  Strength.  A  man  was  in 
those  happy  days  rcacoud  at  the  yeai'S  of  discretion  at  a 
huiuli-ed,  and  a  Woman  at  about  150.  It  was  then  Felouy 
by  tlie  Law,  to  have  carnal  knowledge  whether  lawfull  or 
uulawfuU  with  a  Miss  under  Fouiseore,  which  was  theu  the 
time  of  Puberty,  when  her  Breasts  began  to  swell,  and  her 
Fancy  to  be  inflamed.  Theu  it  was  that  Boys  went  into 
Breeches  about  10,  {Jirles  continued  in  hanging  sleeves  til 
50,  aud  plaid  with  their  Babys  til  Thieescore.  Age  should 
therefore  be  dated  from  the  Declension  of  our  vigour,  & 
the  impairing  of  our  Facultys,  ratlier  than  from  the  time 
we  liave  livd  in  the  world.  Otherwise  abatteid  Debouchee, 
(like  some  of  our  dear  count  ryiueu)  that  is  worn  out  at  40, 
would  be  as  young,  as  an  orderly  Heart  of  oak,  who  long 
after  that  retains  all  the  strength  &  gaity  of  youth,  and  is 
able  to  render  to  the  I^adys  very  liandsome  Justice.  After 
the  weddings  you  iiu-ntion,  I  shan't  be  surprizd  if  I  hear 
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that  the  Comissary  is  niai  ryd,  whose  Heart  I  suppose  is  now 
at  rest,  and  now  the  facullys  of  his  mind  luive  more  leizure, 
the  faciiltys  ol'  liis  body  will  want  to  be  eniployd.  Hut  the 
match  in  the  world  that  woud  most  delight  me,  wowd  l)e 
that  betwixt  you  and  some  charming  uymph,  that  might  by 
her  line  Qualitys  reconcile  you  to  the  Hex. 

The  man  of  War  in  which  I  am  to  come  over  is  built,  and 
launched,  and  will  l)e  fitted,  and  sail  early  iu  tlie  Spring. 
lUit  iSir  my  inclination  to  see  you  is  so  very  Strong,  that  1 
believe  I  shall  hariUy  ha\  e  the  ijatience  to  tarry  so  long. 
I  am  deliberaling  whether  T  shall  come  over  in  capl.  Kan- 
doli)h's  ship,  which  has  so  much  Ihe  ayr  of  a  man  of  War, 
that  no  modest  Pyrale  will  venture  to  attaquc  Her. 

I  suppose  your  Tobacco  debt  from  me  is  long  since  satis- 
fyed,  which  uuikes  me  wonder  I  receive  no  Tobacco  from 
those  Tenants.  I  must  intreat  the  favour  of  you  to  let  Mr. 
Banister  know,  how  much  is  due  from  them,  that  they 
not  [sic]  run  nuire  in  arrear  than  fhcy  will  ever  be  able 
to  pay. 

Mr.  Perry  charges  to  my  account  several  articles  of  money 
paiil  for  things  whicli  have  accrued  since  the  death  of  Colo- 
nel Park.  I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  them,  that  you 
may  be  convinced  they  belong  not  to  me  to  pay,  as  you  will 
find  by  reading  over  the  last  Paragraph  of  my  articles  with 
you.  By  that  I  am  obliged  to  pay  all  debts  due  at  Colonel 
Parkes  death,  and  not  any  that  have  accrued  since.  I  have 
let  Mr.  Perry  know  I  will  by  no  means  allow  them,  but  he 
must  apply  himself  to  those  who  by  the  will  are  obliged  to 
pay  the  T)el)ts.  So  that  I  suppose  you  will  hear  from  him 
upon  that  Sul)ject.  For  my  part  I  have  paid  more  by 
.£1000  than  ai>peard  in  the  list  of  debts  which  was  sent  me 
before  I  eoidracled  with  you  :  but  as  I  had  obliged  my  self 
thereto  I  submitted.  But  for  proveing  the  will,  &  other 
matteis  that  happend  Several  months  after  colonel  Parks 
death  I  must  desire  to  be  excusd.  The  thing  is  so  evident 
that  T  am  confident  you  will  at  first  sight  perceive  they 
belong  not  to  me  to  discharge,  and  therefoie  I  will  trouble 
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yon    no    fartlier   about  it ;   but   wish  you   &   my   Cousens 
everytUiug  Uial  is  liapjjy.     1  aui  luo.sl  assuiedly 
Dear  l^rotlicr 

Your  most  afl'eclioiiate 

humble  ser\aiit, 

W.  Byrd. 
[To  John  Gustis.] 

November  the  18th,  1740. 
Most  HYPocoNnRiAOK  Sir, 

I  had  your  list  of  coiuplaiiits  last  night  'which  you  drew 
up  in  the  foini  of  a  letter,  I  suppose,  lo  save  Blushing.  As 
to  your  first  grievance  of  often  wanting  a  Fire,  I  liave  this 
lo  say,  that  it  was  never  my  Intent  that  you  should  want 
one  in  cold  weather.  And  if  amongst  so  many  idle  Servants, 
none  would  make  it  for  you  upon  the  first  complaint  to  me, 
that  Hardship  should  have  been  remedy'd,  and  you  might 
be  convinct  of  this,  by  my  finding  fault  with  your  having 
no  Fire  on  Sunday  last,  and  giveing  directions  to  kindle 
one  immediately,  and  for  fear  of  future  neglects,  charged 
Tom  and  Joe  to  take  care  you  had  a  Fiie  every  night.  I 
can  do  no  more  than  this,  unless  you  expected  I  should 
make  your  P'ire  myself. 

Then  ;is  to  your  being  often  forc'tlike  mad  People,  to  sit 
in  I  he  dark  witliout  a  candle,  I  have  this  to  say,  that 
orders  have  been  given  from  the  beginning,  to  furnish  you 
with  one  every  night,  and  if  these  oideis  have  at  any  time 
been  disobeyed,  upon  the  least  comj)laint  from  you,  that 
Grievance  too  would  have  been  redresst.  But  I  understand 
the  Candles  are  not  big  enough  for  you.  I  am  sorry  we 
have  not  wax,  or  at  least  mould  candles  to  light  you  in  your 
Lucubrations.  Had  your  Dear  Friend  Mr.  Stevens snppiy'd 
us  with  more  Tallow,  perhaps  we  might  have  been  better 
able  to  light  up  the  while  House  with  bigger  candles.  In 
the  mean  time,  if  such  as  you  have,  by  the  Judgment  of  two 
good  men  would  burn  an  hour  and  a  half,  that  is  full  long 
enough  to  read  by  Gandle  light,  wch  is  not  good  for  the 
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Eyes,  and  after  thai  Medilaliou  and  Devotion  might  fill  up 
tlie  rest  of  winter's  evening.  Then  as  to  the  Cahiniily  of 
your  wanting  those  usel'iill  Implements  of  Tongs  ami  Toker, 
that  I  must  own  is  a  very  compassionate  Case.  One  might 
divert  ones  self  most  usefully  with  them,  and  be  no  hin- 
drance at  all  to  contemplation.  But  I  can  clear  myself  of 
this  Impeachment  too,  for  I  renieml)er  I  ordered  the  smyth 
to  make  a  Pair  of  Tongs  on  purpose  for  Yon,  and  if  you  or 
your  chandjerfellow  unluckily  destroyed  them  it  was  by  no 
means  the  fault  of  Yours  Ac- 

Mr.  I'rocter.' 


1  William  Procter  was  Byrd's 
secretary  and  librarian.  A 
number  of  lii.s  letters  have  been 
preserved.  By  tlie  side  of  tiie 
above  letter  to  him  I  am  able, 
through  the  kinilness  of  Mrs. 
W.  G.  Stannard,  of  liichmond, 
to  place  the  following  from  him 
to  relatives  in  Europe  : 

"  Westover,  1739. 
"  I  serve  a  very  lionorable 
and  virtuous  INhister  .  .  .  l'"or 
tlie  time  being  I  live  as  happily, 
if  not  it  is  my  own  fault,  as  my 
worthy  master  liimself.  He  is 
very  communicative  in  conver- 
sation, and  lets  me  enjoy  tliat 
of  Strangers  as  much  as  may 


well  be.  I  am  library  keeper, 
and  liave  all  genteel  conveni- 
ences, moreover  to  save  me  a 
risk  he  gives  me  a  draught  upon 
his  London  factor,  and  orders 
my  clothes  with  his  own  goods 
at  the  English  price  .  .  .  be- 
sides the  kindness  of  the  family 
in  baving  my  linen  made  and 
mended.  .  .  .  For  my  future 
advantage  .  .  .  Ool.  Byrd  will 
certainly  procure  me  a  parish, 
with  £100  sterling  a  year,  if  I  can 
like  it,  or  help  me  to  commence 
as  a  husbandman  upon  land  uf 
my  own.  .  .  .  My  good  master, 
indeed,  frequently  is  pleasant 
with  me,  and  says  wh'nt  I  be 
at  once  a  parson  and  a  planter." 


REPORT  OF  THE   COMMISSIONERS  TO   LAY   OUT 
THE    BOUNDS    OE   THE    JS^ORTHERN    NECK' 

To  the  Hou"'"  Williiim  Goocb  Esq,  His  Majcstys  Lieuten- 
aiil  Governor  uiid  Commauder  iu  CLiel'  ol'  the  Colouy  and 
Dominion  of  Virginia 

The  Underwritten  Coniniissioners  appointed  by  your 
Honour  in  Obedienee  to  the  Orders  of  his  JNIajesty  in  his 
Privy  Council  of  the  29lh  of  November  1733  for  Surveying 
and  settling  tlie  Boundaries  of  that  Traet  or  Territory  of 
Land  granted  by  the  Crown  to  the  Ancestors  of  the  Right 
Honourable  Thomas  Lord  Fairfax  and  undei'  whom  his 
Lordship  now  claims,  Do  humbly  beg  Leave  to  lay  before 
your  Honour  the  following  Report  of  their  Proceedings 
and  the  Reasons  why  they  have  not  been  able  finally  to 
determine  the  said  Boundaries  according  lo  his  Majestys 
royal  Intentions. 

After  we  had  the  Honour  to  be  named  Commissioners  on 
the  part  of  His  Majesty,  the  I^ord  Fairfax  by  Mr  Barradall 
his  Agent  signified  to  your  Honour  in  Council,  that  if  the 
King's  Commissioners  were  Members  of  the  Council,  His 
Lordsliip  was  contented  that  the  same  Commissioners 
shou'd  likewise  Act  iu  his  behalf,  without  appointing  any 
distinct  Commissioners  of  his  Own.     This   induced  us  lo 

1  This  Report  is  the  only  con-  and  Kappahanock,  Anno,  1736," 

siderablo  part  of  the  "  Proceed-  which  Byrd  wrote.     The  rest  of 

ings  of  the  Gomniissioners  ap-  that  article  ia  omitted  liecause 

pointed  to  Lay  Out  the  BoLuids  it  conaiHts   chiefly   of  commia- 

of   the    Nortliern    Neck,   lying  sions,  depoBitions,  and  protestB 

between  tlie  Rivera  Potomack  relating  to  the  atfair. 
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wuit  ou  his  Lordshij)  with  our  Cummissioii  from  your 
Honour,  to  know  whether  liis  Lordship  wou'd  be  pleased 
to  give  us  powers  to  Act  for  hiiu  couforiiiable  to  his  Maj- 
esty's Order,  But  we  soon  found  His  I^ordship  had  alter'd 
his  mind  and  now  declar'd  that  lie  would  not  Submit  the 
Determination  of  his  right  to  any  person  in  this  Country, 
nor  give  any  other  Powers  than  barely  to  Survey  the 
several  Boundaries  claiui'd  by  him,  and  to  report  the  Facts 
and  circumstances  examined  into,  to  be  laid  before  his 
Majesty,  and  soou  after  teiider'd  us  his  Commission  for 
that  purpose  ;  This  being  contraiy  to  his  Lordshijjs  Petition 
and  the  King's  Order  thereupon,  We  judged  it  unbecoming 
us  to  receive  any  Powers  so  different  to  those  from  His 
Majesty  :  and  for  that  Reason  return'tl  it  to  Him 

His  Lordship  therefore  thought  lit  to  appoint  three 
Commissioners  on  his  own  part,  namely  Charles  Carter, 
William  Beverly  &  William  Fairliix  Escfuires 

These  Gentlemen  we  met  at  Fredericks  burg  near  the 
Head  of  Rappahannock  River  ou  the  25th  of  September 
173G  And  after  the  Commissions  ou  each  Side  had  been 
prodnc'd  and  read,  We  observed  that  his  Lordships  Com- 
missioners had  no  Authority  given  them  to  determine  any 
thing  concerning  his  Lordship's  Bounds.  We  made  the 
pro])er  Objections  thereto  as  being  inconsistent  with  his 
Majesty's  Order.  But  were  answer'd  that  His  Lordship 
wou'd  by  no  means  leave  the  Decision  of  the  Controversy 
to  any  Commissioners  whatsoever  :  When  we  understood 
this,  we  found  Ourselves  under  a  Necessity  either  to  return 
Home  without  doing  any  thing,  whereby  His  Majesty's 
gracious  purpose  would  have  been  wholly  disappoiided,  or 
else  by  the  Tjatilude  which  oiir  Commission  gave  us  to 
drive  the  Nail  that  wou'd  go,  and  join  with  them  in  obtain- 
ing a  full  and  faithfull  Stale  of  the  Facts  iu  Order  to  be 
laid  before  His  Majesty,  Thus  far  we  yielded  to  Act  in 
Conjunction  with  the  Lord  Fairfaxes  Commissioners,  altho' 
they  were  not  required  by  their  Commissions  to  act  in 
Conjunction  with  us. 
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After  this,  We  desired  to  kuow  of  my  Lords  Commis- 
siouers  wluit  they  demanded  iu  his  Lordships  Name  as  the 
Bounds  of  his  grant f  To  which  tliey  answer'd,  that  he 
claimed  all  the  Land  contaiu'd  ^yithin  the  South  Branch  of 
Kappahanuoek  lliver,  and  the  main  branch  of  Potowuiack 
as  high  as  the  head  Springs  thereof.  This  extensive  de- 
maud  we  apprehended  would  include  many  of  the  King's 
Loyal  Subjects,  who  at  a  great  Expencc  have  seated  them- 
selves within  those  Bounds  under  Grants  from  His  Majesty 
and  his  Royal  Predecessors. 

However,  that  the  matter  might  be  fully  and  fairly 
Stated,  and  his  Lordship  uo  longer  delayed,  II  was  agreed 
upon  our  Proposal,  that  the  whole  Territory  claimed  by 
his  Lordship  should  be  Survey'd,  Ihat  so,  Ihe  extent  of  his 
claim  might  the  more  fully  appear.  And  that  iu  perform- 
ing this  Service,  and  in  executing  the  other  parts  of  our 
Commission,  his  Ijordship  should  bear  one  moiety  of  the 
Expeuce. 

Then  iu  Conjunction  with  my  Lords  Commissioners  We 
directed  the  main  Branch  of  Powtomack  River  called 
Cohaungorooton  to  be  Survey'd  to  the  head  Spring  thereof, 
and  appointed  Mr  Mayo  and  Mr  Brookes  whom  we  thought 
Equal  to  the  dilhcult  Service  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty; 
To  these  were  join'd  Mr  Winslow  and  Mr  Savage  for  the 
Lord  Fairfax  These  being  all  first  sworu,  were  order'd  by 
their  Several  Warrants  to  begin  at  the  Confluence  of  that 
River  with  Sharando,  and  from  thence  to  run  the  Courses, 
and  Measure  the  Distances  thereof  to  its  first  Spring;  and 
of  all  this  to  return  an  Exact  Plat,  shewing  all  the  Streams 
riming  into  the  same  on  either  side,  together  with  a  fair 
Copy  of  their  I'^ield  Notes.  We  also  directed  them  to  take 
the  Latitude,  and  observe  particularly  where  the  said  Ri\er 
intersects  the  fOlli  Degree 

And  to  enable  them  to  perform  this  arduous  Work,  We 
allotted  them  a  Sulfecient  Number  of  Men  for  their  Assis- 
tance and  Defence,  and  a  Competent  Quantity  of  Provisions 
for  their  Subsistence 


104  COLONEL   WILLIAM    IJYllD       [1737,  Aug. 

When  these  Surveyors  were  dispatch't,  who  bad  the 
innsl  (lil'tieiilt  Service  to  i)relV)nii,  Weajjpointed  MrCJrueine 
to  survey  and  measure  the  South  Braiicli  of  Kapiialiannock, 
now  eall'd  the  Kaj)])idau  I'rom  tlie  I'ork  to  the  Head  Spring 
And,  Ml'  Wood  to  survey  and  Measure  the  North  Branch, 
eall'd  Ka-ppaliaunock,  in  like  nnmnei-,  requiring  them  sev- 
erally to  return  us  an  exact  i)lat  describing  all  the  Streams 
or  Water  Courses  falling  into  each  llivei-,  togelbei-  with  a 
fair  Co])y  of  their  field-Notes  :  and  also  to  take  an  Obser- 
vation of  the  Latitude  at  the  head  Si)rings  of  each  Eivcr. 
My  Lord  Fairfaxes  Commissioners  appointed  Mr  Thomas 
tlie  elder  to  proceed  with  IMr  Graeme  and  Thomas  the 
Younger  with  Mr  Wood.  We  at  the  same  time  made  out 
Powers  to  the  Surveyors  of  tlie  Seveial  Countys  in  the 
Northern  Neck,  requiring  them  to  survey  and  measure  the 
boundaries  of  the  Several  Countys  joining  on  the  Rivers 
llappanuock  &  Potowmack  &  the  Bay  of  Cheiisejjcak 

After  tlicse  matters  were  dispatch't,  the  Commissioners 
on  both  Sides  pioeeeded  with  tlie  four  Surveyors  up  the 
Fork  of  Rappahannock  River  &  causing  each  Branch  to 
be  measured,  they  found  the  North  Branch  to  be  widest 
by  three  Poles  and  Nine  Links  ;  but  indeed  the  South 
Branch  may  be  allow'd  to  be  one  Pole  broader  than  our 
Measure  made  it,  by  reason  that  a  small  Stream  of  that 
breadth  issued  from  it  at  some  distance  above,  and  form'd 
an  Island  on  the  South  Shoar 

The  Depositions  of  John  Talliaferro,  Francis  Thornton, 
and  William  Russet  were  taken  in  the  presence  of  the 
Commissioners  on  both  Sides  ;  And  then  having  directed 
the  several  Surveyors  to  proceed  with  all  Diligence  upon 
the  Services  appointed  theiu.  We  i>arted  with  the  I^ord 
Fairfaxes  Commissioners,  it  being  agreed  on  both  Sides, 
that  until  the  Surveyors  shou'd  have  made  their  retuiiis, 
nothing  farther  cou'd  be  done  in  this  Ali'air 

In  pursuance  of  the  Orders  aforemention'd  the  Several 
Surveyors  proceeded  to  survey  the  several  Rivers,  And 
after  encountering  nuxny  dillicuUys  have   returned  to  us 
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exact  Plats  of  llieir  Work,  with  Copys  of  their  FieUl  Notes 
whereljy  to  prove  the  truth  of  their  performances,  All 
which  we  imiaediately  directed  Mr  Mayo  to  join  in  one 
General  Map,  and  the  same  being  now  conipleated  in  a 
Masterly  Manner,  AVe  beg  Leave  to  make  our  Observatioiiii 
upon  it  :  And  moreover  to  State  all  the  Evidence  we  have 
been  able  to  procure  relating  to  the  Bounds  in  Dispute 

All  this,  We  think  ourselves  oblig'd  to  do  Seperately, 
and  not  in  Conjunction  with  his  I^ordshijis  Commissioners 
for  the  following  Reasons, 

1st  Because  his  Loidships  Commissioners  are  not  directed 
by  their  Commission  to  nuike  their  Report  in  Conjunction 
with  those  of  his  Majesty  And  therefore  as  those  Gentle- 
men are  al  Liberty  to  nnike  their  Report  Seperately  there 
is  great  Reason  we  sliou'd  be  so  likewise 

2nd  Because  when  we  desired  them  to  join  with  us  in 
naming  a  tit  person  to  form  the  general  Map,  they  refused, 
and  declared  they  wou'd  have  a  distinct  Map  drawn  by 
(heir  own  Surveyors:  If  then  we  cou'd  not  agree  in  form- 
ing the  Map  which  was  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  Report, 
we  cou'd  have  little  hopes  to  agree  in  the  Report  itself 

As  the  Lord  Fairfax's  claim  of  all  the  Lands  lying  be- 
tween the  Noithern  and  Southern  Branches  of  Rappahan- 
nock River  has  greatly  alarmed  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Fork,  and  may  very  much  Affect  their  property,  We  shall 
in  the  tirsl  place  State  all  the  Facts  and  Evidence  relating 
to  that  Affair 

We  cannot  find  any  Evidence  that  the  F'ork  of  Rappa- 
hannock River  had  been  at  all  discover'd  at  the  time  that 
the  Lord  CoLepepper  obtained  his  Grant,  But  on  the 
contrary  from  the  Evidence  of  John  Talliafcrro,  Francis 
Thornton,  &  William  Russell  it  appears  that  in  the  year 
i707,  there  were  no  Inhabitants  on  either  side  the  River 
so  high  up  as  the  falls  thereof,  which  is  about  fourteen 
miles  below  the  Fork.  William  Russell,  who  is  an  Old 
Man,  and  was  prodnc't  by  the  Lord  Fairfax,  says,  he  dis- 
cover'd  the  Fork   about  thirty  five  Years  ago,  as  he  was 
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hunting,  and  Mr  Thornton  about  tw<:nty  Seven  Years  ago, 
But  these  cireunistances  are  much  posterior  to  his  Lord- 
sJiip's  Ciiant. 

From  the  Surveys  returu'd  to  us,  We  eaunot  say  which 
of  tliese  Brandies  is  the  Largest,  only  by  the  measure  we 
made  llie  North  Branch  was  found  to  be  widest  at  the 
mouth  ;  But  from  tlie  Face  of  the  Map,  it  evidently  ap- 
peal's, that  the  North  Branch  has  more  &  Larger  Slrcams 
falling  into  it  which  must  occasion  a  gicaler  Run  of  Water, 
That  it  lyes  in  a  more  direct  Course  willi  the  main  ixivei-: 
And  that  its  liead  Spring  lyes  farther  fiom  the  Foik  than 
any  Spring  belonging  to  the  Soutli  Blanch 

As  the  Lord  Fairlax  has  produc'd  to  us  no  Evidence  to 
support  his  pretension  to  the  Souliieru  Branch  ;  Wc  shall 
humbly  offer  the  proofs  in  behalf  of  His  Majesty  for  re- 
straining his  Bounds  to  the  North  Branch  in  case  it  shall 
be  allowed  that  his  Lordship  has  a  right  to  go  beyond  the 
Fork  of  the  River 

The  North  Branch  has  from  the  lirst  discovery  of  it, 
been  called  by  the  name  of  Itappahannock  in  all  publick 
Writings  ;  Whereas  the  South  Branch  about  -0  j'cars  ago, 
by  way  of  distinction,  obtained  the  names  of  Rapidau ;  It 
has  been  a  settled  Boundary  to  the  Countys  iu  the  North- 
ern Neck,  and  if  the  sentiments  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
Colony  ought  to  have  any  ui)weight  it  is  Evident,  the 
Cicneral  Assembly  were  of  Opinion,  that  the  North  Branch 
was  the  true  boundary  of  the  Proprietors  Grant,  For  in 
the  year  1720,  An  Act  of  Assembly  passed  for  erecting  the 
County  of  Spotsilvania,  which  County  is  particularly 
bounded  on  the  Nortli  by  the  River  Rajjpahannock,  That 
is  by  the  branch  which  l)efore  was  made  the  boundary  of 
the  County  of  King  George,  and  is  the  Noitli  liianch  : 
And  for  the  encouragement  of  settling  that  Frontier,  the 
General  Assemldy  the  same  Year  did  address  his  Late 
Majesty  to  exempt  the  Persons  coming  to  settle  there,  from 
the  ]iurchasing  Rights,  and  paymenl,  of  Quit-Rcjits  for  all 
the  Tiands  which  shou'd  be  taken  in  that  County  :  Which 
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rriviledges  and  advantages  His  said  late  Majesty  was  gra- 
cionsly  pleas'd  to  grant  under  some  Re.strielioiis,  And  upon 
this  Encouragement  it  M'as,  that  all  that  Traet  of  Land  be- 
tween the  River  Rappidau,  and  that  call'd  Rai)pahanuock 
have  been  seated,  cultivated  and  improved,  to  the  great 
Benefit  and  general  Security  of  the  Colony,  as  well  as  the 
Encouragement  of  People  to  seat  and  Cultivate  the  Lauds 
lying  contiguous  on  the  North  side  Rappahannock  River 
to  the  encrease  of  his  Lordship's  Quit  rents 

The  Lord  CoLepepper  who  was  the  Original  Patentee, 
made  a  Grant  to  Brent  and  others  dated  the  tenth  day  of 
January  1(580  of  a  large  Tract  of  Land  to  be  laid  off  iu  such 
a  Manner  as  not  to  come  within  six  miles  of  Ihe  Rivers 
Rappahannock  or  Potowmaek,  accordingly  that  Distance 
was  observ'd  from  the  North  Branch,  which  seems  to  be  a 
Concession  that  it  was  taken  by  the  Patentee  himself  from 
the  beginning  to  be  the  main  Branch  of  Rapiiahannock 

The  first  Patent  in  the  Fork  of  Rap[)ahaunock  was 
granted  by  Governor  Nott  in  the  year  1705  and  altho'  in 
the  year  1706  Robert  Carter  Esqr  who  was  then  Agent  for 
the  Proprietors  of  the  Northern  Neck,  began  to  contest  the 
right  to  the  Lands  in  the  Fork  of  Rappahannock,  Yet 
some  Years  afterwards  he  himself  was  so  far  couviuc'd, 
that  the  Proprietors  could  claim  no  further  than  the  North 
Branch,  that  he  took  Patents  from  the  Crown  for  two 
Tracts  of  Land  in  that  very  Fork  which  the  Lord  Fairfax 
wou'd  now  claim  as  his.  And  in  the  Several  Grants  of  the 
Proprietors  Lands  made  by  him  which  bounded  on  the 
North  Branch,  he  calls  it  the  main  Run  of  Rappahannock 
River  as  will  appear  by  two  Grants  made  to  Philip  Lud- 
well  Esqr 

These  last  meution'd  Grants,  we  must  observe,  were 
passed  in  the  Proprietors  Office,  where  the  Grantor  cou'd 
have  call'd  that  Branch  by  what  name  he  pleased,  and  no 
doubt,  he  took  care  to  call  it  by  the  right  Name.  The  last 
instance  We  shall  give,  is,  that  when  the  aforesaid  Robert 
Cartel'  Esqr  had  the  Honour  tu  be  Commander  in  Cheif  of 
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this  Colony,  upon  the  Death  of  Governor  Drysdale  he 
granted  Land  in  the  King's  Name  in  the  Little  Fork  as 
will  appear  by  tlie  Copy  of  Willis's  Patent 

Thus,  Sir,  having  stated  the  P'acts  relating  to  the  River 
Rappahaimock,  We  shall  go  on  to  those  which  relate  lo 
the  River  Potowuiaek,  by  the  Deposition  of  Mr  Thomas 
Harrison,  it  appears,  that  about  fifty  Years  ago,  which  is 
pretty  near  the  time  the  Lord  CoLepper  obtained  his 
Grant  from  King  James  the  Second,  there  were  no  settle- 
ments made  upon  that  River  higher  than  Hunting  Creek  : 
And  that  at  that  time  he  knew  nothing  of  the  Falls  of  the 
River  himself,  But  he  beleives  lie  might  have  heard  of 
them  from  the  Hunters  about  that  time 

The  I-ands  at  and  near  the  Falls,  were  not  granted  till 
about  the  year  1709,  nor  can  we  find  by  any  Evidence,  that 
it  was  so  much  as  known  that  the  River  ran  thro'  the  great 
Ridge  of  Mountains  till  several  Years  after  that 

liy  the  Map,  you  may  please  to  observe,  that  the  River 
Potowmack  divides  itself  into  two  Branches,  just  beyond 
the  blue  Mountains,  there  the  main  River  loses  its  name, 
and  the  North  Branch,  which  is  much  the  larger,  is  call'd 
by  the  Indians  Cohungorooton,  and  the  other  Sharando,  as 
therefore  the  name  of  Potowmack  ceases  at  this  Confluence, 
and  the  Branches  into  which  its  Waters  are  divided  ha\e 
quite  other  Names,  The  Fork  may  not  improperly  be 
called  the  head  thereof. 

In  the  Year  1730  a  Good  Number  of  foreign  Protestants 
were  encouraged  by  the  Government  to  settle  beyond  the 
Mountains,  in  order  to  strengthen  our  Frontiers  on  that 
Side  ;  And  they  diseover'd  some  distance  up  each  of  the 
aforemenlion'd  branches.  But  none  of  these  discoverys 
very  far,  till  the  Surveyor  sent  out  by  us  the  last  Fall, 
trac'd  the  River  Cohungorootun  ciuite  up  to  the  Head 
Spring,  which  the  found  according  to  the  Meanders 
thereof  to  be  above  two  hundred  Miles  from  its  confluence 
with  Sharando 

It  is  evident  from  the  Ma]),  that  the  wliole  distance  of 


1737,  Aug.]     MISCELLANEOUS   LETTERS,  ETC.        409 

this  River  stretches  beyoud  the  great  Ridge  whereas  the 
head  Springs  of  Rai^pahaniiook  reaches  no  higher  thau 
those  Mountains,  We  therefore  humbly  conceive  it  cou'd 
never  be  the  Intention  of  the  late  King  James  the  Second 
to  bound  the  Territory  granted  to  the  Lord  CoLepepper  by 
two  Streams,  one  of  which  runs  more  than  two  hundred 
Miles  higher  than  the  other. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  full  and  fair  State  of  the  Case,  and  the 
Observations  we  have  made  thereupon,  we  hope  will  be 
thought  very  just,  and  as  the  Grant  to  the  Lord  CoLepep- 
per seems  to  have  been  made  much  in  the  dark,  it  required 
to  have  all  the  Facts  Statetl  :is  distinctly  as  possible;  that 
those  whose  Province  it  may  be  to  decide  the  dispute,  may 
])rouounce  such  Sentence  thereupon  as  will  be  most  agree- 
able to  Justice  and  Reason  All  we  shall  presume  to  say 
farther  is,  tliat  if  it  shall  be  thought  just  to  bound  the 
Lord  Fairfax's  claim  by  a  Line  drawn  from  the  Fork  of 
Rappahannock  to  the  Fork  of  Potowmack,  his  Territory 
will  then  contain  at  least  one  Million  four  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  Acres  of  Land 

If  the  line  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  Hedgman  River 
to  the  Fork  of  Potowmack  his  Lordship  will  tlien  possess 
two  Millions  and  thirty  three  thousand  Acres. 

And  in  case  his  Boundary  sliall  be  allow'd  to  run  from 
the  Head  of  Hedgman  River  to  tlie  head  Spring  of  Cohun- 
gorootun,  then  his  Grant  will  contain  three  Millions  eight 
liundred  se\enty  two  thousand  Acres 

But  if  his  Lordship  be  allow'd  to  extend  his  Boundary 
from  the  head  of  Conway  River  to  the  Head  Spring  of 
Cohungorootnn,  includiug  the  great  and  little  Fork  of 
Rai)pahannock,  he  will  then  have  at  Iciist  five  Millions 
t\\i)  hundred  eighty  two  thousand  Acres  within  his  Grant, 
wliich  is  about  as  much  Land  as  at  present  pays  Quit  rents 
to  his  Majesty  in  all  the  rest  of  Virginia 

But  if  his  Lordship  shou'd  after  all  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
have  these  extensive  bounds  adjudg'd  to  him,  We  humbly 
beg  that  your  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  recommend  to 
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His  Majesty  tiic  Ciise  of  all  those  i)ersons  who  by  Patents 
i'roni  His  Majesty  aud  his  Royal  Piedeccssuis,  are  Possessed 
of  Lands  within  those  Bounds 

Thus,  Sir,  We  Jiave  proceeded  with  all  Diligence  aud 
Fidelity,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able,  l>y  reason  the  Lord 
Fairfax  wou'd  not  empower  his  Commissioners  to  join  with 
us  in  deciding  and  settling  his  Bounds  But  we  shall  be 
always  ready  to  obey  such  further  eonimand  a.s  your 
Honour  sliall  hereafter  receive  from  his  Majesty  relating 
to  this  Affair 

All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted  by 

Sir  Your  Honours  most  humble  Servants 

W.  Bykd 
John  Robinhon 
John  Gkymes 
Willi  AMSBURGH 
August  10th  1737 
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A  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  BOOKS  IN  THE  LIBRARY 

AT   WESTOVER    BELONGING   TO 

WILLIAM    BYRD    ESQR. ' 

History,  Voyages,  Tkavels,  &o. 

Case  No.  1,  Lower  Hhelf, folio.  Mexias  Emperors,  Mathews 
History  of  New  Euglaud,  Biiriiets  History  of  ye  Reforma- 
tiou— 2  vols.,  Bradys  Introduction, [do.]  History  of  Euglaud, 
Bakers  Chrouicle,  Bloouies  Britannia,  Histoire  des  Juifs  par 
Joseph,  Lloydii  Dictionarium,  Hatket's  Life  of  Arch  Bishoj) 
Williams,  Burchetts  Naval  History,  Bohuus'  Geographical 
Dictionary,  Bailii  Opera  Historica,  Br.  Browns  Travels, 
Harrington's  Oceana,  The  Dial  of  Piinces. 

Sceond  Shelf,  folio.  Camdens  Britannia,  Clarendons  His- 
tory of  ye  Rebellion — [\  vols..  History  of  England--;}  vols., 
Dewess  Journal,  Dugdales  Baronage— li  vols..  Memoirs  of 
Castleman,  Vesserii  Annates,  Heylius'  Cosmography,  Sam- 

'  The  original  of  this  cata-  original  appear  these  words : 
logue  was  bought  by  William  J.  Stretch  fecit.  It  was  probably 
Mackenzie,  Esq.,  from  N.  Q.  made  in  1777  just  before  the 
Dutief,  bookseller,  and  be-  library  was  sold.  It  was  the 
queathed  by  him  as  one  of  five  work,  evidently,  of  a  man  not 
hundred  books  to  the  Library  familiar  with  tlie  contents  of  the 
tlompany  of  Philadelphia.  The  books,  for  some  of  the  titles 
])resent  copy  is  itself  a  copy  of  are  inexplicably  distorted.  It 
a  copy  which  was  made  for  the  has  been  thought  advisable  to 
late  T.  H.  Wynne,  and  now  print  these  distortions  literally, 
owned  bj'  i\Ir.  K.  A.  Brock,  of  The  catalogue  was  once  printed, 
Richmond,  through  whose  kind-  as  the  following  advertisement 
ness  I  am  able  to  make  this  I'e-  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  De- 
print.  On  the  title-page  of  the  cember  19,  1777,  will  show  : 
413,, 
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mes  Briliuinia,  Stanleys  Lives,  Theatnin  Terra  Saiicta, 
Diigdales  History  of  81"..  Pauls,  Cliauneys  Anti(ii]ilii-s  of 
Hertfordshire. 

Third  Shelf,  octavo.  Davenant  on  Trade,  [do.]  on  the 
Revenues— 2  vols.,  [do.]  on  (iranls,  Ludlows  Memoirs— 
3  vols.,  Slate  of  Poland,  Desciiption  of  the  Isle  of  Orkney, 
State  of  Moscovy,  English  Worthies,  Dion  Cassius— li  vols.. 
History  of  the  Times,  Wehvoods  Memoiis,  Account  of  Den- 
mark, Vindication  of  Darien,  Neals  History  of  New  Eng- 
land—2  vols.,  History  of  Venice,  Wafers  Voyages,  Teni])le's 
^Memoirs,  History  of  Whitehall — 2  vols.,  Rye  Conspiracy, 
Evelyn  on  Navigation,  Temple's  Introduction,  Miltons 
Histoi-y  of  England,  Temple's  IMiscellauea— 3  vols.  — 2nd 
wanting,  Connors  History  of  Poland— 2  vols. — 1st  wanting. 

Fourth  Shelf,  octavo.  Journey  to  Paris,  Dampieis  Voyages 
—3  vols.,  Haikes  [do.],  Miscellanea  Aulica,  Eurridgii  His 
toria,  Nicholson's  Historical  Libiary— 3  vols.,  Philip's  Life 
of  Arch  Bishop  Williams,  Drakes  Historia  Anglo-Scotiae, 
Description  of  Formosa,  History  of  the  Bncanieis,  [do.]  of 
Portugal,  Fryers  Voyages,  Narborough's  [do.],  LeComptes 

China,  Temple's  Letters— 2  vols.,  Dutch  East  India , 

Ray's  Travels,  Durchetts  Memoirs,  Ogilby's  Roads,  Geo- 
graphia  Classica. 

Fifth  Shelf ,  folio.  Collection  of  Voyages  &  Ti'avels  — 6 
vols.,  Chronologia  Funicii,  Grimestoues  History  of  Spain, 
Forbosii  Instructis  Historico  Theologica,  Purchas  Pilgi  im- 

"  Tills  Day  is  Publisfied  a  Cata-  in  elegant  Bindings,  and  of  the 
logue  of  the  valuable  Library,  beat  Editions,  and  a  consider- 
the  Property  of  the  Estate  of  able  Number  of  them  very 
the  late  Hon.  William  Byrd,  scarce.  Catalogues  may  be 
Esq.;  consisting  of  near  4000  seen  at  Messrs.  Dixon  &  Hun- 
volumes,  in  all  Languages  and  ter's  in  Williamsburg,  and  at 
Faculties,  contained  in  twenty  most  of  the  Book  Sellers  upon 
three  double  presses  of  black  the  Continent,  and  also  at 
Walnut,  and  also  a  valuable  Westover,  where  the  Library 
Assortment  of  philosophical  In-  may  be  viewed,  and  the  Exec- 
strurnents,  and  capital  Engrav-  utrix  will  treat  -with  those  who 
ings,  the  whole  in  excellent  are  inclined  to  purchase  the 
order.     Great  part  of  the  Books  Whole." 
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age,  Rycaiils  Comnieutiuies  of  Peru,  Caiiua  de  Rebus  Tur- 
eici's,  Rerum  Anglicaruiu  Scriptorei,  Uislory  of  (jruiceland, 
Uavila's  History  of  France. 

Case  No.  2,  Lowest  iShelf,  folio.  L  Van  Aictzeiiia  vou  volg 
(lerHistorien— 2  vols.,  [do.]  ITistorieii  — 7  vols.,  Autiyuitales 
Christianae,  Iconologie  par  Raudoin,  Wilkin's  real  Char- 
acters, Rurnelts  Theory  of  the  Earlh. 

Second  Shelf,  folio.  Leicesters  Antiquities  of  Cheshire, 
Vareuius  Cosmography,  E  Van  Met  ere  Nederlanie  Histo- 
rien,  Observator— 2  vols..  Imagines  Pliilosophiea  &c.,  The- 
veriots  Travels,  Strype's  liife  of  Arch-Rishop  Cranmer, 
Slcidaus  History  of  the  Reformation,  Tlniani  Historia— 5 
vols..  Index  Thuania. 

Third  Shelf  octavo.  Cockbnrns  Travels,  Critical  History 
of  England,  Medulla  Historia  Anglicauae,  Messons  Voyages 
—  4  vols.,  Trade  in  India,  Description  of  (juinea,  Woolseys 
Memoirs,  State  of  Russia,  Ditto-  Jj  vols.,  Eachards  History 
of  the  Revolution,  Walkers  Expedition  lo  Canada,  Uislory 
of  Virginia,  Ward's  History  of  the  Reformation,  Lcgreats 
Voyages,  Picture  of  a  favorite,  Survey  of  Trade,  State  of 
Virginia,  Journey  to  Jerusalem,  Cookes  Voj'ages— 2  vols., 
Hispania  Illustrata,  Voyage  to  Abyssina,  State  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope— 2  vols.,  History  of  Persia,  Travels  of  the 
Jesuits,  Sahuon's  Chronological  Historian. 

Fourth  Shelf,  octavo.  Potters  Antiquities  of  Greece  — 
2  vols.,  Kennets  Lives  of  the  Greek  Poets,  [do.]  Antiquities 
of  Rome,  History  of  England  — 2  vols.  — 2nd  wanting,  Supple- 
ment to  Clarendon,  Woodward's  History,  Voyage  to  Carte- 
sius's  World,  Ilaii  Clavis  Pliilosophiea,  [do.]  Synojjsis,  British 
Empire  in  America  — 2  vols.  Sales's  Voyages,  Stevens's  His- 
tory of  Spain,  Hennepins  Travels,  Trogei's  Voyages,  Tem- 
ples Introduction,  Accounts  of  Livonia,  [do.]  of  Poland, 
Discoveries  in  South  America,  Magaillans  China,  Histoiy 
of  Wales,  Gage's  Survey  of  the  West  Indies,  Ei)itome  of 
Josephus,  Vertots  Revolution  of  Sweden,  New  State  of 
England  — 170.3,  Life  of  William  the  third.  Strangers  Ac 
count  of  Switzerland,  Wallaces  Account  of  the  Isles  of 
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Orkney,   Account    of   Macasar,    La   Houtans  Voyages— 2 
vols. 

Fifth  Shelf,  folio.  History  of  England— 3  vols.,  Burnetts 
History  of  tlie  Reformation— 2  vols.,  Ludol  Historia  Aethi- 
opica,  Nelsons  Ciollectiou— 2  vols.,  Rushworths  [do.]  —7  vols. 

Second  &  Third  Shelves,  quarto.  Acta  Eruditoruni— Anno 
1682adl722— 10  vols.,  [do.]  Supplementum,  [do.]  Index  — 
2  Tom.,  Sla,te  of  the  Protestants,  Voyage  de  Moscovie,  De- 
moivre  de  Chanai,  New  York  Conspiracy. 

Fourth  &  Fifth  Shelves,  quarto.- Philosophical  Transactions 
from  1669  to  1719—21  vols.,  [do.]  Vol.  1  to  8  inclusive— 8 
vols.,  [do.]  6-7-8;  3  vols.,  [do.]  1669  to  1685  inclmive  — 
8  vols. 

Sixth  Shelf,  octavo.  Schefferii  Lappouia,  Onuphrii  Rei- 
publicae  Romanae  Commentaria,  Scioppii  Verisiniielia, 
Loccenii  Historia  Reruni  Suessicaruni,  Matthii  Systema 
politicum,  i:ast  India  Trade,  Lowndes  [on]  Coins,  Account 
of  Sweden,  Howells  Letters,  Lives  of  the  Twelve  Caesars, 
History  of  Pennsylvania. 

Case  No.  3,  Lowest  Shelf,  folio.  Father  Pauls  History  of 
the  Council  of  Trent,  Foulis's  History  of  Popish  Treasons, 
Examen  Veritatis,  Cabala— Part  1st  &  2nd,  Chardins  Tra- 
vels, Daniel  &  Trussel,  Drayton's  Polyolbion,  Dr.  Fryers 
Travels,  Lord  Bacons  resuscitations,  New  Body  of  Geog- 
raphy, History  of  the  Caribee  Islands,  [do.]  of  Edward  the 
Second,  [do.]  of  the  civil  wars  in  England,  Herliert's  Life 
of  Henry  the  Eighth,  History  of  Scanderuon,  [do.]  of  the 
wars  of  Italy,  Smiths  History  of  Virginia,  Slaytegtrs  His- 
tory of  Great  Britain,  Life  of  Appollonius  Tyianneus, 
Ligai's  History  of  Barbadoes- 2  copies,  Oleareus's  Travels, 
Montames  Gesautschapen  van  Japan,  Temple's  Netherlands 
—2  copies,  Busquieus's  Epistles,  Ladies  Travels  into  Spain, 
Account  of  [J]ersey,  Addisons  Renmrks,  Child  on  Trade, 
Rogers  Travels,  State  of  Persia,  [do.]  of  Morocco,  Modest 
Critick,  Jovii  Deseriptiones,  Bisselii  Argonanticou  .-\meri 
canani,  Herstelde  Leuco,  Morum  Exemplar,  Smiths  Angliae 
Descriptio,  Temples  ^lemoiis. 
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The  Uppermost  Shelf  of  this  Case.  Universal  History— 20 
vols.  8vo. 

Fourth  Case,  Upper  Part,  Lowest  Shelf,  octavo.  8tate  of 
Germany,  Roman  History— 4  vols.  1st  wanting,  Salts  Bre- 
viariuiu  Clironologiuuni,  Memoirs  of  I'liilip  de  Comines— 2 
vols.  Ditto  — one  volume,  Boyse's  Historical  Keview,  Fun- 
nels Voyages,  llycants  History  of  Turkey,  Lassels  Voyage 
to  Italy,  Voyage  to  North  America,  History  of  Portugueze 
Asia— 2  vols.,  Salmons  Polygraphia,  Goedart  de  Insectis, 
Essay  on  Fire  &  Salt,  Eefiectious  on  Learning,  Woodwards 
Essays,  Whishtons  Account  of  a  remarkable  Jleteor,  Howels 
Letters,  Memoirs  of  Cardinal  Woolsey,  Political  Arithme- 
tick,  Wcl)ster  on  Metals,  Voyage  to  St.  Kilda,  Cluverii 
Geographia,  [do.]  Epitome  Historia,  Segritidi  State  de  i 
jjrincipi  d  ell  Europa,  State  of  the  United  Provinces,  Stoit^al 
Philosophy,  Art  of  Memory,  Eachards  Compendium  of  Geog- 
raphy, History  of  Martha  Taylor,  State  of  Italy,  Account 
of  New  England,  Hornii  Historica  Ecclesiastica,  Voyages  to 
the  Canary  Islands. 

Thud  Shelf  &c.  octavo.  Le  Grand  Miroir  du  Monde, 
Answer  rejoined.  Academic  of  Armorie,  Remains  of  Britain, 
Lancashire  Plot,  Horrid  Conspiracy,  Essay  on  Ways  and 
JSIeans,  State  Poems,  Rolfs  History  of  the  late  wai'.  History 
of  Bucaniers,  Geography  [for]  Children,  Roman  History- 2 
copies,  Chamberlaynes  present  State,  Art  of  Wheedling, 
Life  of  Des  Cartes. 

Law,  Tryals  &o. 

Fourth  Case,  under  Part  Lowest  Shelf,  folio.  Cokes  First 
2nd3rd&  4th  Institute, [do.]  on  laltk-ton,  Bridgmau's  Con- 
veyancing, Moorcs  Rejjorts,  Leonards  [do.],  Kcihrays  [do.], 
lattletons  [do.],  Saunders  [do.],Rollcs  [do.],  Palmers  [do.], 
Rushwortlis  Tryal  of  Steaftbrd,  Tryal  of  Arch-Bishop  Land, 
Blounts  Law  Dictionary,  Bishops  Tiyals. 

Second  Shelf,  folio.  Ashes  Tables— 2  vols..  Acta  Gulielmi 
7mo.  8vo.  et  9mo.,  [do.]  !)mo.  et  lOmo.,  Andersons  Reports, 
Bridgmau's  [do.],  Cokes  [do.]  Parts  1  to  12—4  vols..  Dyers 


418  COLONEL  WILLIAM   BYRD 

[do.],  Ci-ooks  [do.]— 3  vols.,  Biookt-s  Abridgment,  Shep- 
pard's  Epitome,  Fiuch  on  llie  Law,  Laws  of  Virginia. 

Third  Slid/,  octavo.  Jouiual  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
Atteibniy's  Riglits  of  an  English  Convocation,  I)e  Privi- 
legiis  Pacis,  Style's  Practical  Register,  Bates  Elenchas  Mo- 
tuum  in  Anglia,  Tyrals  per  i)air,  Eenwicks  Tryal,  Barron  & 
Fcninie,  Reports  in  Chancery,  Modern  Conveyances,  Stan- 
fords  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  Plaidoyers  de  Monsr  Patru,  Kit- 
chin  of  Courts,  Ileraldes  de  rebus  Judicatis,  Propugnaculum 
Catholicum,  Instructor  Clericalis,  Creenwood  of  Courts, 
Brown  of  Fines,  Summa  Juris  Canoniei,  Crojnptons  Juris- 
diction of  Courts,  Blounts  Tenures,  Filz  Herbert's  Natura 
Brevium,  Wingates  Abridgment,  Browns  Modus  intrandi, 
Hale's  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  (!lerk  of  Assize,  Faithful  Regis- 
ter, Washington's  Abridgment,  Covernmeut  of  the  Planta- 
tious. 

Case  iVb.  5,  Lowest  Slid/,  folio.  Cokes  Entries,  [do.]  Re- 
ports, RoUes  Abridgment— G  vols.,  Ditto  — one  volume, 
Clavini  Lexicon  Juridicum,  Virginia  Laws— 1752. 

Second  Slid/,  folio.  Luix  Civiles,  New  Statutes— iJ  vols., 
Laws  of  Barbadoes,  [do.]  of  Scotland,  Plowdens  Commen- 
taries, Suarez  de  Legibus,  iMayuards  Edward  the  2ud,  As- 
sizes of  Edward  the  ;ird.  Year  Book  Edward  the  3rd,  [do.] 
Edward  the  ttli,  [do.]  Henry  the  4th  &  5th,  [do.]  Henry 
the  Gth— 2  vols.,  [do.]  Edward  5th  Richard  3id  &  Henry 
7th  &  8th,  Bastells  Entries. 

Third  Shdf,  quarto.  Filzherberts  Abridgment,  Corpus 
Juris  Civilis— 2  vols.,  Haranqiies,  Ijcx  Parliameiitaria, 
Scobell's  [Remembrancer  1],  La  Droite  Romaine,  Praxis 
utries  Banci,  Puffendorf  de  Oflicio  Hominis,  Duck  de  Au- 
thoritate  Romanorum,  Kilburns  Precidents,  Bassetts  Cata- 
logue, Finch's  Law,  Neville  on  Government,  Fortescaris 
[i]  Laws  of  England,  Wingates  Biiton,  Cokes  Copyhold, 
Doctor  and  Student,  Ot!ice  of  Executions,  Cowels  Institutes, 
Mereton  on  Wills,  Gray's  Reports,  Perkins  Laws  of  Eng- 
land, Magna  Charta,  Jenkins  Works,  Glanville  de  Legibus 
Angliae,  I'hillips  Directions,  March's  actions  of  Slanders, 
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Mirror  of  Justice,  Brook's  Reading,  Daltliasii  Decaelogia, 
Accursii  Iiislitiitioues,  Swiuburu  on  Wills,  Deeretales  Gre- 
gorii,  Cojpiis  Juris  Cauonica,  Braetou  de  Legibus,  Godol- 
pliius  Abridgmeut,  Orphans  Legacy,  Seldeiii  Fleta,  Vinii 
Commentarii,  Hughes'  Abridgmeut— 3  vols. 

Fourth  Slulf,  octavo  &  duodecimo.  Coiupleat  Sollieitor, 
Couipleat  Attorney  Sollieitor,  Terms  of  the  Law,  Case  uf 
Ireland,  Answer  to  Molyneux,  Areaua  Clericalia,  Natura 
Brevium,  Clerk  of  Assize,  Regula  Placetaudi,  Lex  Lou- 
dineusis,  Debates  of  Abdication,  Guide  to  Surveyors,  Na- 
vales  Media  Ilistoria. 

Fifth  iihvlf,  folio.  State  Tryals— 6  vols..  State  Tryals, 
Layers  Tryals  of  the  Whole  Plot  of  1722,  Jones's  Reports, 
Dugdale  Orignes,  Dyers  Reports,  Lanibard  de  Legibus 
l)riseis  Anglorum,  Registrum  Breviaruin,  Townsends  Col- 
lection, Pophanis  Reports,  Ofliciana  Bievium,  Siderfiu's 
Reports,  Spencerus  de  Legibus,  Seldens  Janus. 

Case  No.  G,  Lowest  Shelf,  folio.  Coke  upon  Littleton, 
Pultons  Collection,  Virgiuia  Laws  Manuscript,  Cabala  of 
Slate,  Pufl'eudorf's  Law  of  Nature,  Waterhouse's  Fortescue, 
Tryals  since  10S2,  [do.]  ItJ'JC,  Collection  of  Tryals  &c.  Ditto, 
Ditto,  Meal  Tub  Plot,  Narrative  &c,  Dawsons  Origo  Legum, 
Earl  Danby's  Case,  Infornuitions  &c.  Gates  Tryal  «&c,  Di'. 
Sacherverells  Tryal,  Plea  in  quo  Warranto,  Selden  on  Gov- 
ernment, Blounts  Law  Dictionary,  Itobarls  Reports. 

Second  Shelf,  folio.  Noye's  Reports,  Winch's  [do.],  IIul- 
ton's  [do.],  Yelverton's  [do.],  Ilobarls  [do.].  Cukes  [do.] 
—  13  parts  in  6  vols.,  Table  to  Ditto,  BcuIol-s  [do.],  Laws  of 
Jamaica,  Continuation  of  Ditto,  Cases  in  Pailiamcnt,  Gro- 
tius  on  War  and  Peace,  Scobell's  Statutes. 

Third  Shelf,  quarto  t£-  octavo.  Putl'endcuf  de  Jure  Naturae, 
Brownlow  &  Goldsborough's  Reports,  West's  Symboleog- 
raphie,  Molloy  de  Jure  Maritimo — 2  copies,  Virginia  Laws 
Abridged— 2  vols.,  Gentlemans  Law,  Cokes  detection— 3 
vols..  Table  to  the  Statutes,  llale's  Common  Law,  Bacon's 
Elements,  Constitution  of  England,  Anglia  liberia,  Patei-- 
son  on  Funds,  Hale  on  Parliameut,  Fenwicks  Attainder  for 
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High  Treason,  Asbby  mid  White,  Vinii  Jus  Civile,  Piuci 
Analysis  InsLitulouum  iniijeialoruni,  [do.]  Isagogiea,  Gro- 
lins  de  Bello  ac  Pace,  Cassidori  Oi)era. 

Fourth  &  Fifth  Shdvefi,  vctaro  &c.  Wingates  Abridgment, 
Viiis  de  officio  Mariti,  Speculum  Politicum,  Volcmarus  de 
Pene  Principum,  Peikins's  Art  of  Witchcraft,  Tribunal  Kef- 
ormation,  Seldeni  Mare  Clausnm,  Hobl)es  de  Cive,  I'erezi 
institutiones  imperiales.  Debates  of  the  House  of  (Commons, 
Political  Anatomy,  Beverley's  Abridgment,  Cokes  detection 
—2  vols..  Arts  of  Empire,  English  Liberty— 2  copies,  Com- 
pleat  Sollicitor,  Office  of  a  Sheritf,  Law  Maxims,  Bludy  of 
the  Law,  Instilutiones  juris  Romaui  ac  Gallici,  Instructor 
Clericalis,  De  Comitiis  imperatoris,  Lawyeis  Kecreation, 
Ileal hs  Speech,  Book  of  Rates,  Shephards  Corpoiations, 
Scol)ell  on  Parliaments,  Dyers  Abridgment,  Tractatns  Au- 
reus, Littletons  Tenures,  Zouchaei  Elementa  Jurispiuden- 
tiae,  Jus  Sigilli,  Justiuiani  Institutiones,  Prerogative  of 
English  Pailiaments,  Terms  of  the  Law,  Cleiks  Tutor, 
Davenports  Abiidgment. 

PjivsrcK  &c. 

Seventh  Case,  Lowest  Shelf,  folio.  Bibliotheca  Anatomiea 
—  2  vols.,  Mayemii  Opera  Medica,  Keverii  [do.],  Francisci 
Baconi  Opera,  Chornels  Family  Dictionary— 2  vols.,  An- 
drea Matthioli  0])era,  Dodonaei  Stirpium  Historia,  Ilofman 
in  Galen,  Dr.  \^'illis's  Physical  Works,  Wisemans  Chirurgi- 
cal  Treatises,  Ki\eiius's  Practice  of  Physick,  Sennert  Ojjera 
—3  vols. 

Second  Shelf,  folio  &  quarto.  James's  Medicinal  Diction- 
ary—1st  vol.,  Vessalius  de  Ilumano  Coi'pore,  IIipi)ocrates 
Foesii— 3  vols.,  Collinin's  Anatomy  — 2  vols.,  Glaubers 
Works,  Femelli  Medecina,  Van  Helmeidi  Opera,  Brown  on 
the  Muscles,  Culpepper's  Dispensatory,  Dictlonan  de  Dro- 
geiis,  Boerhaves  Chymistry,  Hermanns  Paradisus  Batavius, 
liankins  Theatrum  Brilanicum,  Kemi)erii  Amonitates 
Exotieo,  Pomets  History  of  Diugs,  Fabric! us  ab  Aqua 
perideute. 
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Third  iSJidf,  quarto  &  octaro.  Weidenfield  de  Secretis 
Adeptoiuin,  Linden  de Scriptis  Medieis,  Fehnu'.s ( Uieinistry, 
Taucredi  de  F'ame  et  8iti,  Hadiiani  Opera  Mediea,  Triiclu- 
tus  de  Organis,  Willis  de  Cerebri  Anatomia,  Frieiidh  l.in 
meuologia,  ]Mead  on  tlie  Plague,  Dionis's  Anatomy  — 2 
copies,  Jiate's  Dispensatory,  Saiictorini  Apharisnii,  (jnin- 
iieys  Lexicon,  Theory  of  Physick,  Friend's  History  of 
Pliysick,  Treatise  on  the  Plague— li  vols.,  Cheyne  on  Health, 
Cockburu's  Gonorhea,  Aureliani  de  ]\Ioibus  Acutis,  Hippo- 
crates Aphorismi,  Tryons  Way  to  Health,  Gibsons  Anatomy 
—  2  copies. 

Fuurlh  Shelf,  octavo.  Turner  ou  diseases  of  tlie  Skin, 
Friends  Hippocrates,  Scuterii  Cliirnrgia,  Treatise  on  Non 
Naturals,  liegueri  de  Graef  Opera,  Jladclifie's  Dispensatory, 
Audry  on  Worms,  Van  Helmonti  Artres  Medccina — 2  vols, 
Regii  Medicina,  Dr.  Sydenhams  Works,  Blair's  Botannic 
Essays,  Virtues  of  Watei,  Drake's  Anatomy— 2  vols.,  Shaws 
Practice  of  Physick,  Ijotichii  Medecina,  Piactice  of  Surgery, 
Tanvry  on  Medicines,  Zwelferi  I'harmacopia,  Hortus  Aca- 
demicus,  Willis's  Practice  of  Physick,  Barllioliid  Anatomica. 

FiJ'tIi  Shelf,  octavo.  Pitcairns  Works,  Mead  on  Poisons, 
Lemery'sCheniistry,Slares  Experi  meat  s,Pnrcell  on  Vapours, 
Poor  Planters  Physician  interleaved,  Kustachii  Opuscida 
Anatomica,  Diseases  of  the  Head  Brain  &  Nerves,  Willis's 
Physick,  Salmon's  Dispensatory,  [do.]  li]nglish  Physician, 
Fourneau  de  Glauber,  Oeuvres  de  Glauber,  Culpepers  Eng- 
lish Physician,  Physical  Dictionary,  Course  of  Chemistry, 
Curiosities  in  Art  and  Nature,  Sydenham's  0])eia,  Col- 
batches  Treatises,  Tennent's  Epistle  to  Mead,  Soninius  de 
Febribus,  Boyles  Physical  Exi>eriments,  Ret-lierehes  des 
Cancers,  Castelli  Lexic'on,  Collutius  de  Calcalo,  Boerhaivii 
Instilutiones,  Arcana  Microeosmi,  Sea  Diseases,  Hortus 
Kegius,  Ray's  Synopsis  Medicinae,  [do.]  Catalogue  of  Plants, 
Art  of  Glass. 

Sixth  Shelf,  octavo  &  duodecimo.  Culpepei's  Dispensatory, 
Theory  of  Fevers,  Tolets  Treatise  of  Lithotomy,  Corncelsi 
Medecina,  Cockburns   Profluvia  Ventris,  Ray's  Methodus 
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Plaiitaruni,  Hospital  Sui'geon,  Lower  de  Corde,  La  Cliymie 
(les  Dames,  Piuax  renim  Naliualiuiii,  Keils  Anatomy,  Pliar 
macopia  Extemporeanei,  Conclave  of  Physicians,  Parkers 
Astrology,  Harvey  on  the  Pox,  Medicamentorium  The- 
saurus, Pechey's  Herbal,  Farriers  approved  (Juide,  iSliiplons 
Pharmacopaeia,  Cure  by  Expectoration,  Hippocrates  Coaca 
prosagia.  Family  Physician,  Officina  Chyueia,  Sanctora 
Commentarii,  London  Distiller,  Digsby's  Cure  of  Wounds  by 
Sympathy,  Starkey's  Protechney,  New  'I'heory  of  Fevers, 
Aphorismi  Urbigeranl,  Hygiasticon,  Eiveti  Antidornm  con- 
tra Pesteni,  Ehyne  Meditationes  in  Ilippocratem,  Bayle's 
Problemata— 15  vols.,  Beverovicius  de  Cali;ulo— 2  vols.,  Fir- 
cinus  de  Vita,  Tracastorius,  Hippocratis  Aphorismi. 

Entertainjient,  Poetey,  Translations  &c. 

FAyIdh  Case,  iMircut  Shelf,  folio.  Morrison's  llistoria  Plan 
tarum,  Wilhighbaei  Hisluria  Piscium,  Rail  Hisloria  Planta- 
rum,  Plotl's  History  of  Staffordshire,  Pettus  on  ISIetals, 
Pisonis  Historia  India,  Willoughl^y  on  Birds,  Gerraid's 
Herbal— 2  copies,  Bion's  Mathematical  Instruments,  Top- 
sel's  History  of  Beasts,  Feriaiii  Hcspeiides,  Hook's  Works, 
Blackmore's  King  Arthur,  [do.]  Prince  Arthur,  Cowley's 
Works,  Cadbury's  Doctrine  of  Nativities. 

Second  Shelf,  folio.  Ovids  Metamorphoses,  Langley's 
Pomona,  Beaumont  &  Fletcher's  AVoiks,  Shakcspcai'es 
Works,  Ben  Jonsons  Works,  Drydens  Virgil,  [ilo.]  Works— 
8  vols..  Chancers  Works,  Si)encer's  Works,  Brown's  Works, 
Compleat  Gardiner,  Bacon's  Natural  History,  ('owleys 
Works. 

Third  Shelf,  octavo.  Shaftesbury's  Characteristicks— 3  vols., 
Landsdown's  Plays,  Duke  of  Buckingiiam's  Works— 2  vols., 
Collier's  View  of  the  Stage,  ,\iisweis  to  Ditto,  Colliers  de- 
fence, Drake  against  Collier,  Beiitley  v.  Boyle,  Miltons  lafe, 
Terences  Comedies,  Jjife  of  Homer,  Bruyeres  Cliaractcrs, 
Colliers  Essays,  King's  Works— 2  vols.,  Erasmus's  Collo- 
quies, Boyle's  Answer  to  Bcntley,  Etherege's  Plays,  Lucre- 
tius, Life  of  Alexander,  Ovid's  Epistles,  Marquis  of  Halifax's 
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Miscellanies,  Cottons  Poems,  'i'alc's  Poems,  Locke  on  Educa- 
tion, JCcLai'd's  Woiks,  Satires  oi'  Petionius  Arbites,  Phalares 
J'^pistles,  Hiulibnis,  Tiillys  Oiatoiy. 

Fuiuilt  Slielf,  octavo  &  duodecimo.  Oldham's  Works,  Os- 
l)ornes  Works,  Montaig;nes  Essays— 3  vols.,  J)iogeiiirs\s  J^ives 

—  2  vols.,  Dryden's  Poems,  lioi'aees  Odes,  Ogilby's  A'iigil, 
Pooles  Parnassus,  Rymer's  Tragedies,  Wallers  Poems,  Cleve- 
land's Works,  Bacon's  Essays,  Quevedo's  Visions,  Spencers 
Woiks  — (>  vols.,  Trappe's  Virgil  — 3  vols.,  Demostheiies 
Orations,  Kabelais's  W^orks— 5  vols,  bound  in  4. 

Fifth  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Otway's  Plays— 2  vols.,  Tacitus— 
3  vols.,  Atlantis — 2  vols.,  Gilden's  Art  of  Poetry,  Lover  and 
Reader,  Guardian— 2  vols.,  Fieeholdei-,  P^nglislimau,  Spec- 
tator—9  vols.,  Tragedies— 2  vols..  Comedies— 5  vols.— 3rd 
wanting.  Tragedies  and  Comedies  one  volume,  Diyden's 
Poems— 6  vols.,  Blackmore  on  the  Creation,  [do.]  on  Job, 
Eachard's  Terence. 

Sixth  Shelf  octavo  &  duodecimo.  Titcliins  Poems,  Garth's 
Dispensary,  Poetical  Miscellanies,  Ovid  Travesty,  Secret 
History  of  White  Hall— 2  vols.,  Deuham's  Poems,  Pludibras, 
Virgil  Travesty  — 2  vols..  Unheard  of  Curiosities,  Poetical 
Exercises,  Clarke  on  Education,  Tully  on  old  age  and 
Friendship,  Kay's  Proverbs,  Landsdowns  Poems,  Cases  of 
Impotence- 5  vols.,  Caesar's  Commeiilaries  Abiidged,  Eng- 
lish Horace,  Polite  Genlleman,  Wilkin's  Swift  Messenger, 
Treatise  oji  Educalion,  Heydens  Harmony  of  the  World, 
Courtiers  Calling,  Addison's  Notes  on  Milton,  Discourse  on 
lieasou,  Guardian's  Instructor,  Disorders  of  Basset  I,  De- 
scription of  Meteors,  Phytologia  Britanica,  Philip's  Apology 

—  4  vols.,  Tom  Jones- 4  vols.,  De\  il  on  two  Sticks— 2  vols. 
Case  No.  !),  Lowest  Shelf,  folio.     Ben  Jonson's  Works,  Le 

Grand's  Philosoj)liy,  Hairis's  Lexicon  techiiicum— 2  vols., 
Gregory's  Euclid,  Dryden's  Juvenal  and  Peisius,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Davenant's  Works,  Parkinsons  Herbal,  Clusii  Exotica, 
Leigh's  Account  of  Cheshire,  Plotls  History  of  Oxfordshire 
&  Staffordshire,  Miscellaneous  Tracts,  Systema  AgricuUurae, 
Pillield's  Natural  History  of  Animals,  Tlicat  ruin  Insectorum, 
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Bacon's  Advancement,  Lord  Brooke's  Works,  Virtuosi  uf 
France. 

Second  Shelf,  quarto.  Prazier's  Voyage  to  tlie  SoiiUi  Sea, 
Newton's  Chronology,  De  Sacriticiis,  Mechanical  Expeii 
ments,  Campauella  de  sensu  Ivt-riini,  Phik)soi)hie  Natiirelle, 
Circulus  Pisanus  Bei-igardi,  Borniti  de  rerum  Sufiicientae, 
Boyle's  Essays,  [do.]  Natural  Philosophy,  [do.]  oC  Colds— 
2  collies,  [do.]  of  the  Air,  [do.]  New  Experinieids,  Sprats 
History  of  tiie  Royal  Society— 2  copies,  I>e  Grand's  Ilistoria 
Naturae,  [do.]  lusLitutio  Philosophicae,  Thomasus  in  Stoi- 
can  Philosophiam,  Gentleman's  Journal  — 2  vols..  Mechanism 
of  Chimney  fires,  Kirclier  Iter  extraliume  ["i],  Des  Caiies 
Philosoiihical  Principles,  Ijister  de  Cochlcis. 

Third  Shelf,  octavo.  Oldham's  Works,  Gay's  Fables,  True 
Briton— 2  vols.,  Buckinghams  Works,  De  Foe's  Woiks, 
Miscellaneous  Poems,  Sedley's  Works,  Suckling's  Works, 
Tale  of  a  Tub,  St.  Evrements  Works— 2  vols.  1st  wanting, 
Congreves  Works— 3  vols.,  Blackmore's  Essays— 2  vols.,  Lu- 
cian's  Works— 4  vols..  Priors  Poems,  Flatmans  Works,  Court 
Intrigues,  Dryden's  Miscellanies— 3  vols.,  Plutarch's  JMorals 
—5  vols.  1st  wanting,  Dacier's  Plato— 2  vols. 

Fourth  Shelf,  quarto.  Tournefort  Ilistoria  Plantarum  — 3 
vols.,  Comedies — 2  vols..  Plays— 2  vols..  Tragedies  and  Oi)e- 
ras— one  volume,  Lee  Plays,  Art  of  the  Stage,  Vanburg's 
Plays,  Otway's  Works,  Pastor  Fido,  Gibber's  Plays,  Piitti 
Questiones  Physico  Mathematica,  Dryden's  Poems,  L'Atre 
del  Secretaire,  Original  Poems,  Bacon's  Letters,  Diyden's 
Plays— 3  vols. 

Fifth  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Examiner— 3  vols.,  Hudibi'as — 2 
vols.  Character  of  a  Trimmer,  Wallers  Poems,  Eandoli)h's 
Poems,  Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  Medleys,  Taller — 1  vols.  2 
copies.  Butlers  Works,  lliulibias,  Sprals  obsei-valions  on 
Sorbiere's  Voyage,  Cumming's  Slenogra])liy. 

Sixth  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Swifts  Miscellanies— 4  vols.,  Dry- 
den's Plays— G  vols..  Pope's  Dunciad,  [do.]  Works— vols. 
5th  &  6th,  Harriott  Steuarl  — 2  vols.,  By.sshe's  Art  of  Poetry 
—'2  vols.,  Unfortunate  Young  Nobleman— 3  vols.,  Newtons 
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Ladies  Philosophy— 2  vols.,  Telemachus— 2  vols.  — 1st  want- 
ing, Ijctters  from  a  Persian,  Gray's  Memoria  Technica, 
Kofhesters  Poems,  Homer's  Iliad  &  Odyssey,  Amusements 
of  the  Spaw— 2  vols.,  Gil  Bias — 4  vols.,  Roderick  Random 
—2  vols.,  Pilkinglou's  JSIemoirs- 2  vols. 

Seventh  SlulJ)  oviavo  &  duodecimo.  IJoyles  Works — 4  vols., 
[do.]  Final  Cause— 2  vols.,  [do.]  Fiee  Enquiry,  [do.]  on 
Specific  Medicines,  [do.]  on  Qualities,  [do.]  on  Nature, 
[do.]  Sceptical  Cliymist,  [do.]  Occasional  Rcdections,  [do.] 
on  Colours,  [do.]  on  Local  Motion,  [do.]  Tracts— 4  vols., 
[do.]  Scraphick  Love,  [do.]  Martyrdom  of  Theodora  & 
Dydimns,  [do.]  Reasonableness  of  Religion,  [do.]  Holy 
Scriptures,  [do.]  Ohiislian  Virtues,  [ito.]  on  Gems,  [do.] 
llydrostatick  Paradoxes,  [do.]  Pixperimeiits  &  Observations 
in  Physick— 2  copies,  [do.]  'I'heology,  History  of  Justin, 
Tully's  Morals,  [do.]  Offices,  Turkish  Spy— 7  vols.  — 1st  & 
0th  wanting,  Proposals  to  the  Ladies— Part  1st  &  2nd, 
Wotlon's  Lives. 

Tenth  Cane,  Upper  part,  Lowest  Shelf,  octavo.  Jarvis's  Don 
Quixote— 2  vols.,  Lawience  on  Gardening,  Miller's  Gar- 
dener's Calendar,  Manuei-  of  raising  P>uil  Trees,  Bradley 
on  Husbandry  &  Gardening — 3  vols.,  [do.]  of  Planting  & 
Gardening  — 3  vols,  bound  in  2,  [do.]  of  Cattle,  [do.]  Coun- 
try Housewife,  Lady's  Director,  Paradise  ntrieved.  Hus- 
bandly &  Gardening,  Solitary  Gardener,  Switzer  on  Gar- 
dening—3  vols — 2nd  wanting,  Rapin  on  Gardening,  Treatise 
on  Husbandry,  Quiutinye's  Compleat  Gaidiner,  Treatise  on 
Husbandly,  Dictionarium  Rusticnm,  IMoilimer's  Art  of 
Husbandry  — 2  copies,  Dutch  Gardiner,  Clergyman's  Recrea- 
tions, Ellis's  Practical  Farmer,  Piatt's  Subterranean  Trea- 
sure, fUiriosities  in  Gardening,  World  of  Cyder,  English 
Gardiner,  Hughe's  Flower  Garden  &  Vineyard,  French 
Gardner,  Painting  of  the  Ancients,  P^lsums  Art  of  Painting, 
History  of  I'ainting,  Dodonas  Grove,  Carribbeana — 2  vols. 
-4to. 

Second  Sheif,  octavo.  Principles  of  Painting,  Dryden's  Art 
of  Painting,  De  Piles's  [do.],  Fresnoy's  [do.],  Dictionarium 


42(;  COLONEL   WILLL\M    BYED 

Polyorgicon,  Coiiipleat  Distiller,  Maiidey's  Meduiiiical 
I'owcrs,  Diy,by's  Tracts,  Miscellam-a  Curiosa,  Reticctioiis  on 
lA-aruing-,  Woottea  on  [do.],  Moxou's  Mccliaiiical  Exer- 
cises, Derhanis  Physico  Theology,  Ilawksby's  Experiments, 
Gibber's  Apology,  8Mil'L's  Miscellanies,  Athenian  Oiacles— 
3  vols.,  State  roems— 3  vols.,  Lettcjs  of  Wit  &  Politeness, 
Digby's  Works,  Conipleat  Horseman,  Watts  Logick,  Wliis- 
ton's  Euclid,  Kennets  Anti(iuities. 

Third  ShcJf,  octavo.  Euckingliams  Works—.!  vols..  Ward's 
Yonng  Mathematician's  Gnidc,  Terences  Comedies,  Temples 
Letters— 3  vols.,  [do.]  Miscellanies— 2  vols.,  Boccaces 
Novels,  Colliers  Antiquities,  Spencers  Works,  Tnrber\  ille 
ot'Ealconry,  Lister  dc  Animalibus  Angliae,  Tellnris  Tlieoiia 
Sacra,  Godfrey  of  Bnlloigne,  Kemarks  on  Dcs  Cartes,  Maii- 
dey's Mechanical  Powers,  Albertus  Magnus  de  Ht-rbis, 
Leonardns  on  Stones,  Stonehousc's  Arithmetic,  Richard's 
Palladio,  I'erigi'ene  Pickle— 4  vols.  — 1st  wanting.  Bay's  Phy- 
sical Disconrses,  Herbert  against  Burned,  Ciiichs  I^iu  retiiis, 
Plautiis's  Comedies,  Petronius  English,  ^Miscellaneous  I'oems, 
Slanhop's  E])ictetus. 

Divinity  &o. 

Case  At).  10,  Lower  Part,  Lowest  Shelf ,  folio.  Manhaim 
Chronicns  Canon  Aegyi)tiacus  &c,  Le  Blanes  Theses,  Biblia 
Italiaiia  Diodoti,  Clericus  in  Libiis  liistoricns  veteris  testa- 
meuti,  Cliillingsworth's  Works,  Cambridge  Concordance, 
Grew's  Cosmologia  Sacra,  Bishop  Hall's  Works,  Book  of 
Homilies,  Bishop  Sanderson's  Sermons,  Roger's  Treaties, 
Dr.  Babinglon's  Works,  Aiiisworlli's  Annotations. 

Second  Shelf,  quarto  &  octavo.  Ilebrew'  Bible,  Biblia  He- 
braica— 2  vols.,  Stillingfleets  Origines  Sacia,  Parker's  Law 
of  Nature,  Gregory's  Works,  Wliiston's  Chronology,  Summa 
Conciliorum  per  Caranza,  Episc()])acy  of  Divine  Right, 
Burges's  Answer  rejoined,  Hale's  Contemplations,  Mores 
Sermons,  Papists  represented  &  misiepresentcd,  (-ondition 
of  the  Promises,  Prestons  Remains,  Practical  Christian, 
Nichols's  Practical  Discourses,  Ideas  of  Beauty  &c..  Scatter- 
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good's  Sermons,  Wilkins's  Sermons,  [do.]  Gift  of  Prayer, 
Sprat's  Sermons,  Testamentnin  Graecnm,  Sandys  Psalms, 
Barrow's  Sermon  on  CUirist's  Passion,  CJeminiamns  de  Ex- 
emplis. 

IVilid  Shelf,  octavo.  Antonlnus's  Meditations,  Tliomiis  a 
Kempis's  CiirisL- Pattern,  Knatchbnils  Annotations,  Dillon 
on  the  Rcsiirection,  Fleetwoods  Sermons,  lioadley's  Sei- 
mons,  Enlls  Life,  [do.]  Sermons—;}  vols.,  Beiitly  against 
.'Vtlieism,  liui-net  de  Fide  &  Ofliciis,  [do.]  de  Statu  Moi- 
tuoiiim,  Blaekall's  Sermons,  Bate.s's  Harmony,  Beza's  Testa- 
ment Greek  &  Ijatin,  Englisli  Bible  &  Te.stament,  Biblia 
liebiaica  et  Teslamentuin  Graec\im,  Clarkes  Sermons  at 
Boyle's  Lectures,  [do.]  on  the  Trinity,  Claggetts  Sermons, 
Christian  Hero,  Charnoek  on  Providence,  New  Testament 
Greek  &  J{]nglish,  Spiats  Sermons,  Italian  Common  Prayei', 
liatin  Bible  &  Testament,  Biblia  Graeca,  Treatise  on  De- 
lighting in  God,  Man  of  Sorrow,  Death  &  Life,  Almost 
Christian  Discovered,  Knowledge  of  God. 

Cane  No.  12,  Lowe.Ht  Shelf,  folio.  Iluteri  Biblia  Ilebraica, 
Hammond  on  the  New  Testament,  Search  after  Truth, 
Charnocks  Works,  La  Sainte  Bible,  IMblia  Plebiaica,  Medes 
Works,  Moir  Opera  Omnia — 3 Aols.,  Novum  Testamenlnm 
Millii,  Grotius  in  Yetu  Testamentum,  [do.]  Evangelios, 
[do.]  Epistolas. 

Second  Slielf,  folio.  Prideaux  on  the  Old  &  New  Testa- 
ment—2  vols.,  Taylor's  Life  of  Christ,  Willett  on  Genesis 
and  Exodus,  AVhitby  on  the  New  Testament— 2  vols.,  Jose- 
plins's  Works,  Ursinus  on  the  Chiistian  Keligiou,  Rieaiul's 
Lives  of  the  Popes,  Stackhouse's  History  of  the  Bit)le— 
2  vols. 

Third  Shelf  octavo.  Tillottson'sSermons— 10  vols,  different 
editions,  Snake  in  the  Grass,  Tyrrel's  Law  of  Nature,  Tay- 
loi's  Holy  Living  &  Dying,  Bishop  of  Woicestei-  on  the 
Trinity,  Wake's  Authority  of  Chiistian  Princes,  Wilkin's 
Natural  lleligion,  Wilkin's  Sermons,  Scolt's  Christian  Life 
—4  vols.,  Dr.  Wore  on  divers  Texts  of  Serii)tures,  Goodmans 
Conference,  Hammond's  Catechism,  Burnet  against  Bentley. 
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Fourth  Shelf,  octavo.  Duty  of  Man's  Works— 4  vols.,  At- 
teibury's  Seiiiioiis,  [do.]  Funeral  Ditto,  Gastrell's  Christian 
Revelation,  N orris's  Miseellauies,  Parson's  Christian  Direc- 
tory, Judgement  against  Unitarians,  Kidder  on  the  Penta- 
teuch—2  vols.,  Locke's  Letter  and  Worcester's  Answer — 2 
copies,  IjOcke  against  Woicester,  Soutli's  Berinons— ti  vols., 
Sherlock  on  Providence,  [do.]  Judgement,  [do.]  Death, 
[do.]  a  future  State,  [do.]  Sermons. 

Fifth  Shelf,  octavo  &  duodecimo.  Hebrew  Bible,  Noiris  on 
Love,  Norris's  discourses — third  volume,  Patrick  oji  Cro- 
tius,  Blount  on  Reason,  Essay  on  the  Soul,  Piscatoris  Anal- 
ysis, Bishop  of  London  three  Pastoral  Letters,  Luciis's 
Practical  Christianity,  Liturgia  Ecclesiae  Anglicanae,  Tate 
&  Brady's  Psalms,  Patricks  ilitto.  Psalmist's  Companion, 
Devout  Christian,  Blessedness  of  the  Righteous,  Testa- 
iiientum  Graccum,  Hieronymous's  Teais,  Psalnii  (J  Majoris, 
Erasmi  Testamentum,  Greek  Liturgy,  Ilejbert's  Tenii)le, 
Dutch  Bible,  Bejtram's  Sacrament,  Bartwicks  Flagelhun 
Pontificis,  Grotius  de  Vejitate  Religionis  Chiistianae,  Con- 
fession of  Faith,  Christian  Di\'inity,  Confessio  Belgicarum, 
Thomas  a  Kempis  de  imitatione  christi — 2  copies,  Vade 
Mecum,  Psalterinm,  Buchaunan  Poeinata,  Sylvani  de  Gu- 
beruatione  Dei,  Bellarmini  de  Septem  Veibis,  lilikon  Ba- 
silikee,  Hebrew  Bible— 7  vols,  on  the  2nd  Shelf,  Ilervey's 
Meditations— 2  vols. 

French  Books  Chiefly  of  Entertainment. 

Case  No.  12,  Lowest  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Virgile  de  Scarron  — 
2  Tom.,  Contesc  de  La  foiitaine,  L'art  de  plaiie,  Avanture 
de  Gil  Bias— 2  Tom.,  Amour  des  Daiues,  [do.]  d'Anne 
D'Autriche,  Berger  fidele,  Oeuvres  de  St.  Real,  Procez  au.x 
pjufeis,  Reflections  Morales,  [do.]  de  ce  qui  pent  plaire— 2 
Tom.,  I^a  religieuse  en  Chemise,  Jja  Science  de  Medaille,  J^e 
The^itre  de  la  Grange,  La  France  Galaule,  L'Introduclion  a 
I'histoirc  de  L'Europe — 2  Tom.,  L'histoiie  de  la  Duciiesse 
de  Poi'tsmouth,  Ilonnete  Ilomme,  Ilisloiie  l*octi((ue.  In- 
structions Politiques,  Jesuite  en  bonne  humeur,  Le  Jesuite 
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defroque,  L'Esprit  de  Luxembourg,  L' Apocalypse  de  Meli- 
ton,  Tombeiiu  de  la  Pauvrete,  Lettres  Proviuciales,  Le 
Moine  Seculairise,  Gil  Bias— 4  Tom.  — Isl  wanting,  Gom- 
Gani  ou  riionime  prodigieux.  Fables  de  Phaedie,  Delices 
d'Hollaud,  Nouveau  Testament,  Eutietiens  laiiiiliares. 

Secund  Shelf,  duodecimo.  La  Saiute  Bil)le,  Description  de 
Versailles,  Decouverte  de  L'Anierique,  Don  Quiehote— 5 
Tom.,  Entretiens  sur  la  Metapliysique— li  Tom.,  Ciceron  — 
12  Tom.,  Elat  de  L'Europe — 1  Tom.,  Ilistoire  de  Gil  Bias— 
3me  Tom.,  Avanture  de  Telamacjne,  L'Aminte  de  Tasse, 
De  I'Incredulite. 

Third  HItelf,  duodecimo.  Histoire  de  France — 8  Tom.,  [do.] 
de  Tliucydide — 3  Tom.,  [do.]  de  Commeicc,  [do.]  de  deux 
Triumvirs— 4  Tom.  relies  eu  deux,  [do.]  des  Ordres  Mili- 
taire— 4  Tom.,  [do.]  de  la  Kcine  Christine,  [do.]  de  Timur 
Bee— 4  Tom.,  Histoire  de  Malthe— 5  Tom.,  [ilo.]  du  Grand 
Genghizcan. 

Fourth  Shelf,  duodecimo.  L'lliade  d'Homer— 3  Tom., 
L'Odysse  d'Homer — 3 Tom.,  Le  Mailie  Italien,  Aiitiquite  de 
France — 2  Tom.,  Conquete  de  Mexique — 2  Tom.,  [do.]  de  la 
Chine,  Comedies  de  Terrence— 3  Tom.,  Guerre  des  Romaines, 
Histoire  de  Gusmau  — 4  Tom.,  La  Geograjdjie  Francaisc, 
Lettres  de  Pline— 3  Tom.,  L'Invasion  d'Espagne,  Jjucien  par 
D'Ablaneourt,  Memoires  du  Cardinal  de  iletz— 4  Tom., 
Manlius  Tragedie  i)ar  Mr  de  la  Fosse,  Ileligion  Chretienne. 

Fifth  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Boyer's  Frencli  Grammar,  De- 
sciiption  de  Paris— 2  Tom.,  Voyage  de  Monsr  de  Gennes, 
Oeuvres  de  S  D***— 2  Tom.,  Oeuvres  de  Moliere— 4  Tom., 
[do.]  d'Hardie— 10  Tom.,  [do.]  de  Tacite,  D'enlants  d'au- 
truy— 2  Copies,  La  Maniere  de  bien  penser. 

Sixth  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Plaute  de  Liiuieres- 10  Tom., 
Virgile  de  Jlallemans— 3  Tom.,  Vie  de  Fcnelou,  I'oems  de 
Corneille— 5  Tom.,  Khetorique  d'Aristotle,  [do.]  de  Cice- 
ron, Ketraite  de  dix  Millc,  Revolution  d'Angleterre— 3 
Tom.,  [do.]  de  Swede— 2  Tom.  relies  en  un,  [do.]  de  la 
Republique  Romaine— 3  Tom. 

Seventh  Shelf,  duodecimo.      Le    Roman   cousique   de  Mr 
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Scarron— 2  Tom.,  Voyage  d'Heniiepin,  [do.]  de  Fiance, 
[do.]  de  Damoiit  — 4  Tom.,  [do.]  de  Liicau,  [do.]  atix  lii- 
dfs,  [do.]  de  Bemier,  Tableaux  de  I'amour,  Traduction  de 
Ketroue— 2  Tom.,  Theatre  de  Coineillc— 5  Tom.,  Taeile— 
2  Tom.,  Fables  de  le  Fontaine— 5  Tom.,  [do.]  d'Aeso])e, 
Galanterie  de  Monseigneur  le  daupliiu. 

Eiyhth  Shelf,  duudecimn.  Voj'age  aux  Isles  d'Amerique— 
6  Tom.,  [do.]  d'L'Europe  — 7  Tom.,  [do.]  d'ltalie,  [do.] 
dii  Noid,  Le  Voyagenrs  de  L'Euiope  — 2  Tom.,  Nouvelles 
de  Scairou— 2  Tom.,  Oeuvres  de  [do.]— 2  Tom.,  Dernieis 
Oeuvies  [do.]  —2  Tom.,  Quinte  Cnice,  Recenils  des  Traitez 
de  Paix,  Ilelatiou  de  I'Expedition  de  Carthegena,  Vie  de 
liicbelieu— 2  Tom.,  [do.]  de  Socrate. 

Cusc  No.  13,  Lowed  tihclf,  duudeeimo.  Journal  des  Sca- 
vaus— 24  Tom. 

Second  Shelf,  duodecimo.  La  Bibliotheque  choisie — 23 
Tom.,  Histoire  de  L'Academie  Francoise,  Reclierche  de  la 
Verite- 3  Tom.  relies  en  2,  Testament  du  Marquis  de 
I.,ouvois,  [do.]  de  Ilichelieu,  Femnies  lUustres— 2  Tom., 
L'liistoire  D'  llollande  par  Aubery,  I^a  Politique  de  Frame, 
Amusemens  Serieux,  L'Ait  de  pailer,  Intercts  des  Princes, 
Oeuvres  [de]  du  Bartas,  Abrige  des  Trois  Etats. 

Third  Shelf  duudeeimo.  Jm  Bibliotheque  Universalle— 
25  Tom.  relic  en  22,  Eabelais  relbrme,  Arliquiniana,  Les 
Kssais  de  Montaigne— 2  Tom.,  Lettres  de  Voiture,  [do.] 
dune  Religiense  Portugaise,  Oeuvres  de  Rabelais— 2  Tom., 
Ltttres  Choisie  du  ISieur  de  Balzac,  Ilistoire  de  la  Bible, 
Traduction  des  odes  d'Anacieon. 

Fourth  Sliclf  octavo  &  duodecimo.  Methode  Latine,  [do.] 
Greipie,  Lettres  sur  les  Anglois,  L'lJomme  Universalle, 
L'Etat  et  Succes  de  France,  Traite  de  la  Com  [f],  Re- 
marques  sur  la  Langue  fiancaise  par  Vuagelais,  2  Tom., 
Contes  des  Contes— 2  Tom.,  Conversations  de  Morale  — 2 
Tom.,  Diversitez  Curieuses— 7  Tom.,  Oeuvres  de  Rapin  — 3 
Tom.,  Letties  de  Compte  de  Bnssy— 4  Tom.,  [do.]  du  Car- 
dinal Mazarin— 2  Tom.,  Dialogues  des  Morts— 2  Tom., 
Anu)urs  de  Cleauthe,  Traite  du  Feu. 
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Fifth  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Le  Grand  Miroir  du  Monde, 
Mcnagiauii— 2  Tom.,  Pieces  Galantes— 4  Tom.,  Tableau  de 
L'Aniour,  Tiaile  de  la  Civilite  Fiancoise,  Etat  de  France 
—3  Tom.,  Dii  Jile  Esprit,  L'Art  heraldique,  Des  Bons  Mots 
&c,  Lettres  Gallautes— 7  Tom.,  [do.]  de  Ijorcedani,  Testa- 
meat  de  Lotivois,  Oeuvres  de  St  P^vremeiit—  7  Tom.  relies 
en  4,  Dissertation  sur  Monde  St  Evrement,  Testament  de 
Colbert,  Les  Agreemens&  les  chagrin  dii  marriage— 4  Tom. 

Sixth  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Carles  Nouveaux  — 2  Tom.,  Par- 
fait  ConiiisaQ,  Lettres  de  Boursaull,  Ilistoire  de  la  Mo- 
narchie  Fraucoise — 3  Tom.,  L'Art  de  Plaire,  Memoires  de 
Dne  de  Guise,  [do.]  de  Beaujeii,  Parrliariana,  I^es  Malades 
de  Belles  lliimein,  Refleclions  sur  la  Ridicule,  Jfodiles  des 
Con^'ersatiolls,  Logique  de  Crousaz— 3  Tom.,  Reflections  et 
Bons  Mots  «&c— 2  copies,  IjH  Rlictorique  par  Lainy,  De  I'in- 
credulile.  Theatre  Pliilosophique,  L'Homme  de  Coeur, 
Pensier  ingeiiieuses,  Entretiens  d'Ariste  «St  d'Eugnie. 

CLASSICKS    &   OTHER    LATIN    &    GREEK    AUTHORS. 

Case  Nu.  13,  the  Two  Uppetinod  Shelves,  oc.taoo  &  duo- 
decimo. Clerici  Logica,  Bcliefferus  de  Style,  Terentius 
Fabri,  Academia  Orbis  Christiani,  Tei'cntius  Cliristianus  — 
2  vols.,  Vigeius  de  idiolismis  Giaecae  dictioins,  Elzevir 
Livy,  Miltoni  Logica,  Phodri  Fabula,  Thesaurus  Poetieus, 
Baronii  Metaphysica,  Buxtorfs  Hebrew  Grammar,  Dyclie's 
Vocabulary,  Burgersdicii  JjOgica,  Juvenalis  Latyrae  [1], 
Tereiitii  Comedie,  Lucianni  Dialogi,  Manito\vomj)ae  Po- 
manlamoonk,  Greek  Testaiuenl,  Justini  Hisloria,  Lusus 
Poetieus,  Caesai'i  Commentarii,  De  Institulione  Grammat- 
ico,  Cicero  de  Officiis,  Farbri  liUcretiu.s,  Sanderson!  Logica, 
Thesaurus  Poetieus,  lustilulio  Graecie  Orammatices,  Juve- 
nalis et  Persiivatyra,  Erasmi  Adagiorum  Epitome,  Novum 
Testamentum  Antiquum,  Leusden's  Greek  Testament,  Tes- 
lamentum  Gi'aecum — 2  vols..  Van  Sand  historic  der  Neder- 
landen— 2  vols.,  Ciceronis  Opci'a  Philoso]diica,  Erasmi 
Oi)cra— 2  vols.,  Commenii  Physica,  Polydor  Vergil,  Dutc-h 
Eupues,    Seuae    Tragedio,    Sumerti    Naturalis    ScieuLiac 
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Epitome,  Semniiis  de  Miraculis,  Savilius  in  Taciturn,  Tobac- 
cologia,  Erasmus  de  Copia  Verbuin,  Pausophiae  Podronus, 
Apthonii  Progyiunasmata,  Tliesaiui  Caesai-es,  Hojiulas  Ge- 
nialis,  Macovii  Metapbysica,  Hores  Poctarum,  Textoris 
Dialogi,  Animalium  llistoiia,  Fostiieri  Notae  iu  Taeitum, 
Eiasmi  Vita,  [do.]  Colloqiiia,  liarclayii  Sabyiicou,  Iloiatii 
Poemata  Notis  I  Bond,  Dyclie's  Phciedras,  Giaiicis'slloiace 
—  4  vols.,  Davidson's  [do.]— 3  vols.,  [do.]  Virgil  — 2  vols., 
1st  wauling,  Clarices  Suetouins — 2  copies,  [do.]  Juslin, 
[do.]  Nepos,  Sterlings  Terience,  Teveulius  Delpbini— 2 
copies.  Holmes  Greek  Grammar,  Homeri  Opera,  Cato's  Dis- 
tieks,  SalliLst  Miuelii,  Aesopi  Fabula  gr.  &  lat.,  Cicero  de 
Oliiciis,  Lilly's  Grammar— 2  copies,  Isocrales  Orationes  el 
Epistolae,  Nova  Via  docendi  graecei.  Porta  Lingnaruni, 
Clarkes  Introduction- 2  copies,  Gradus  a  Parnassnm,  Cae- 
saris  Commentarii,  De  Siguo  Filii  Ilominis,  Turners 
Grammatical  Exercises,  Ovidii  Opera,  Clarke's  Oesop,  Vir- 
gilii  Opera,  Seuteutia  Pueriles— 2  copies,  Dispulationes 
Pueriles. 

Case  No.  14,  Lower  Shelf,  folio.  Ammianus  Marcellanus, 
Appiano  Opera  Graeco  Lalina,  Aiistopbanis  Comediae  — 
Lat.,  Budoei  Commentarii  Linguie,  Graeeae,  Lueiani 
Opera— Lat.,  I.,exicon  Pentaglotton,  Zenophonlis  Opera 
Gr  Lat,  Stepbani  Dictionarium,  Kbodigiani  Seclionis  Anti- 
quie,  Heroditi  Historia,  Erasmi  Adagia— 2  copies,  Josepbi 
Opera  Gr  Lat. 

Second  Shelf ,  folio  &  quarto.  Sealigeri  Poetices,  Skinneris' 
Lexicon,  Isocralis  Opera,  Fabulae  Ilygini,  Censura  Cele- 
briorum  Autborum,  Barnes's  Eurii)ides,  Caesaris  Commen- 
taries, Virgilii  Opera,  Hobbeji's  Tbucydides,  Pindari  Ojieia, 
Alfieri's  Italian  &  Englisb  Dictionary— 2  vols..  Diction- 
naire  de  Ricbelet,  Littleton's  Dictionary,  Rbenmir  Gram- 
matica,  Suetonii  Opera,  Danets  Classical  Dictionary. 

Third  Shelf,  duodecimo.  JAvu  Orationes,  Virgilius  ISlinc- 
lii,  Roina  Pertitula,  Lucanus,  Petrareba  de  remediis  ulrius 
Portunae,  Aldus  Minutius,  Justina  Historia,  Historia  Ro- 
maua,  Cornelius  Tacitus,  Valerius  Maximus,  Plauti  Com- 
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mrdiiie,  Martialis  Epignimmata,  Qui iitiis  Curl  ius,  I.einuiu.s 
lU-  Constitutionc'CoiiJoris,  I'iiKlaii  Oi)cia— 2  vols.,  'riucnlii 
Ouinediai-,  Zeiiojtlion  de  (Jyri  iusUtulioiie,  Jloiiuiii  Odysses 
■  ;{  vols.,  iloiiici'i  Ilias— ;{  vols., 'rcic-utius,  yU-idau  dc;  Mo- 
iiai't'liiis,  Floitis,  Jjipsi  Jlonila— 2  eo|)ics,  Li])si  Poliliea, 
Ovidii  Opcia— ;{  vols.,  Piudenlii  Opera,  llomeri  pjpilheta, 
Sallubt,  lloiace,  Bibliotlieca  Jiotauioa. 

Fourth  Shelf,  quarto.  Le  Tiesor  de  Ouidiu,  Gouldman's 
Laliu  Dictionary,  Robaitsoui  Thesaurus  Linguae  Jaiietae, 
llomeri  Ilias,  Litlletou's  Dictionary,  Dietionnaire  Frau- 
coise  et  Latine,  Biblia  llebraica,  Hexham's  English  & 
Dutch  Dictiouaiy,  Devarius  de  Giaecae  linguae  Particulis, 
Kobailsoni  Ihesaurius  linguae  Graccae,  Sewell's  PZnglish 
&  Dutch  Dictionary,  Dictiouuaire  de  Viueroiii,  Des  Cartes 
Philosoi)hia. 

Fifth  Shelf,  octavo.  Buxtorfi  Lexicon,  Isocrates  Opera  Gr 
Lat,  Luciani  Opera  Gr  Lat,  Cieeronis  Orationes— 3  vols., 
[do.]  Epistola— 2  vols.,  [do.]  Opuscula,  Homeri  Ilias, 
ISmetii  Prosodia,  Walkers  Idioms,  Popma  de  ditlerentia 
verborum,  Gradus  ad  Paruassum,  Couimeuii  Jamea  Lingua- 
rum,  Anacreou  Teius,  Douati  Terentius,  English  E])ic- 
tetus,  Zenophon,  Budeus  de  Studio,  Petronius  Arbiter,  Art 
of  thinking. 

Sixth  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Cieeronis  Opera  Eoulis  —  20 
Tom.,  Portae  Magia  Naturalis,  Terentii  Comediae,  Apho- 
rism! Hierogly|)hici,  Commenii  Sebrola  Ludus,  Sanderson! 
Logica,  Epigrauuuatuni  Delectus,  Dutch  Grammar,  liora- 
tii  Oi)era,  Viigillius,  t'ornelius  Nepos,  Valerius  Maximus, 
Aliani  llistoria  Faberi,  Sclienckelius  detectus. 

Seventh  Shelf,  octavo.  Jensii  Sectiones  Lucianae,  Caesaris 
Comnientarius  Delphiui,  Tcreutiae  Cometliae  [do.],  Vir- 
gilii  Opera  [do.],  Iloratii  [do.]— 2  copies,  Johnsoni  So])h- 
ocles  Tragedies— 2  vols.,  Polyacni  Stralageniata,  Gram- 
maire  Generale,  Waesburgae  Poematrum  Periphrasis, 
Cardamus  de  rerum  Vai-ietate,  Gazophylucium  Anglicanum, 
Torriauo's  Italian  Grammar,  Wall's  Logica,  New  Gel'un- 
deu    EDEN,   Exameu    Philosophiae    Phitouis,    Keekeuui 
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Systema  Logica,  Tlieoi)lu'asti  Chanictcres,  Sertoriiis  de 
Notis  Eomaooruiii,  Jaiiua  (iuatuor  Jjiiiguarum,  Jimilekoe 
Tractatjes,  Cleiici  Ars  Ciitii'a,  Aschanii  Epistolae. 

Case  No.  15,  Lowest  Shelf ,  folio.  Deiiiostlieues  &  Escliiiii 
Opera— 3  vols.,  Platunis  Opera  SeiTaiii— 3  vols.,  Miusliey's 
Guide  to  tougues,  Elimologia  Lingua  Graeea,  Dyoaissii 
Halicarnassi  Hist  Rom— 2  vols.,  llolyokes  Dictionary, 
Gyrakli  Opera,  Dictionaire  de  Miege,  rolybius— gr  li.  Lat, 
Pelili  J^eges  Atlicae,  Scapulae  Lexicon. 

Seeoud  Shelf ,  folio.  Slei»liani  Thesaurus  Linguae  Laliuae 
—2  vols.,  Senecae  Opera,  Josephi  Opera  pei'  Hudson  — 2 
vols.,  Constautini  Lexicon,  Thucydides— gr  &  Lat.,  The- 
saurus Graccae  Linguae,  Deouis  et  Ziphiliui  Opera. 

Third  Shelf,  oetavo.  Dei  Hominis  JClogia,  Boeti  de  Con- 
solatio  riiilosopliiae,  Cardanus  de  Siiblile  fate  [?],  Scaliger 

,  Scoli  Grammatica,  Bulialdus  de  Naluia  Lucis,  Ques- 

tiones  ex  Tacito,  Seneca  Opera,  Observationes  in  Val  Max 
&  Veil  Patere,  Capello  Satyricon,  Vivis  de  auiuia  et  Vita, 
Gassandri  Natura  loqua,  Toxins  de  Natura  Philosophia, 
Sciopii  Grammatica  Philosojjhica,  Petravii  Ratioiiaruni 
Tcmporum,  Macrafioti  Ars  Memoi-iae,  Stephani  Colloi]uia, 
Gretseri  Institutiones  Jjinguae  ['i],  Jauua  Linguaruni, 
Erasmi  Apothegmata,  Adaniantii  Phisioguomonicon,  An- 
touius  de  Coloribus,  Tereulii  Oomediae. 

Fourth  Shelf,  octavo.  Luciani  Opera— 10  vols.,  Notae  in 
Luciauum— 2  Tom.,  Homeri  llias— 4  Tom.,  [do.]  Odysses 
— 4  Tom.,  Dounaei  Piaelictiones,  Terentiae  Comediae, 
Sclienckelii  Methodus,  Buxtoili  Thesaurus  Graniniaticus, 
Gellii  Noctes  Alticae,  Plutarchi  Opera— G  Tom.,  [do.]— 7 
Tom. 

Fifth  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Phaedri  Fabulas,  Latin  Testa- 
ment—2  coi)ies,  English  Epicletus,  Mella  Patrum,  Synoni- 
morum  Sylva,  Institutiones  Pliilosopliicae,  Ilooles  No- 
menclature, Sleidau  de  (piatnor  imperns,  Westminster 
Greek  Grammar— 2  copies,  Valerius  Maximus,  Ars  Cogi- 
tandi.  Enchiridion  Ethicum,  Seneca  Tragediae,  [do.] 
Opera,    Walkers    English    Particles,    Erasmi    Colloquiae, 
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Ovidii  Opera,  Coiiipeiuliiiiu  Triiim  LingHarura,  Socini 
Opera,  Cbroiiicoii  Cariouis,  Coliiniella  de  Ke  Eustica,  Oae- 
saiis  Oomiiientaiii,  Cicero  de  Olliciis,  Siiielii  Prosodia,  Lin- 
{Tuae  Oraecae  Institutioiies  Graimnatieae,  Juvenal  DelpLiui, 
(iiiiulilian  [do.],  Sallust  [do.],  Cornelius  Nepos,  lierodia- 
iiius— tJr  (St  J^at.,  Plialaris  Ei)i.stolae,  Helire\clii  Ijcxicon, 
Tlieoerilas  Greek  [?],  Florus  Delpliini,  'J''uncus  Pioplio- 
eies,  Ilaliau  Grammar,  Scepsis  Scieutilica,  Dcs  Carles  de 
Prima  Pliilosopliia,  Isocrates  Gr  &  Lat,  Commeiitaria  iu 
Syulaxisarlis  Mirabilis— 1  Tom.  iu  3,  Alstcdii  Thesaurus 
Chrouologiae— 2  copies,  Josephi  Opera,  Seuecae  Tragediae, 
Symbolum  Pythagoricum,  Olizarovius  de  politica  Ilomi- 
uum-Societatc,  Mela  ile  Situ  Oibis. 

[Here  ends  the  list  of  the  chissics,  the  rest  being  unclas- 
sified.] 

Cane  No.  A,  Lowest  Shelf,  folio.  Pole  Synopsis — 4th  & 
5tL  vols..  Laws  of  Virginia,  Chambers  Dictionaiy— 2  vols., 
Dictionnaire  Oecouomique— 2  vols.,  Willugbai  Oruithologia, 
Lediards  Naval  History,  Dictionary  of  all  Religions,  Mil- 
lers Dictionary,  Gardiners   Dictionary,  Archilecture 

di  Scamozi,  Herberts  Tia\'els. 

Second  Shelf,  folio.  Albert  Dnrer's  Drawings,  Dilenii 
Historia  Muscovum,  Biblia  Junii  et  Trenielli,  Coopers 
Latin  Dictionary,  Buchaunani  Opcia— 2  vols.,  Flower 
Garden  Displayed,  Stanley's  History  of  Philosophy,  Addi- 
son's Works— 4  vols.,  (Uidworth's  Intellectual  System  — 2 
vols.,  Hisloire  des  Papes— 5  vols. 

Thud  Shelf,  octavo.  Ray's  Wisdom  of  God,  Operas 
Italian  &  English — 5  vols.,  Janua  Jjinguaiuni,  Spencer 
de  Urim  et  Thummim,  Toyson  d'Or,  Collection  of  old 
Plays— 10  vols..  History  of  Robbeis— 3  vols.,  Chussical  Geo- 
graphi(;al  Dictionaiy,  Reltrato  di  Roma  Aniica,  Tiioni])he 
Hermelique,  Dictionaire  Ilcrmetiquc,  Le  Filet  d'Aiiadnc, 
Le  Text  d'Alcliymic,  Philosoi)hie  inconnue,  Lunucre  dcs 
Tenebres,  Clavis  Homerica,  Plays— 2  vols..  Planters  Physi- 
cian, rjenlleman's  Magazine,  Baxter  on  the  Soul  — 2  vols., 
Mallio— 2  vols.,  Ciceroni  Oratioues— 3  vols.,  Boswell's 
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Method  of  Study— 2  vols.,  Duke  of  Berwick's  Life,  Wiilpoles 
Acliuinistnition,  Life  of  the  Duke  of  M;ull)orough  — 2  vols., 
[do.]  Lewis  the  lith— 3  vols.,  [do.]  of  the  (Jzar  of  Muscovy, 
Fieldiug's  Miscellauies— ;J  vols.,  Collection  of  Tiyals  — 2 
vols..  Miscellanies — 3  vols.,  Travels  of  Cyrus,  Diseours 
Philosophi(|ue. 

Fourth  Shelf,  octavo.  Giey  on  Leaining  Hebrew,  Middle- 
ton's  Cicero's  Epistles,  Shuckford's  Connexion  — 3  vols.. 
Conduct  of  the  Duchess  of  Mailborough,  Other  Side  of  the 
Question,  Turubull  on  Education,  liollins  Roman  History 
— 9  vols.,  Watson's  Horace— 2  vols.,  P^rancis's  [do.]  —2  vols., 
Atterbury's  Sermons— 2  vols.,  Life  of  King  Alfietl,  Memoirs 
of  Earl  of  [Orrery],  Dissertation  upon  Parties,  Elair's 
Sermons — 4  vols. 

Fifth  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Nature  delineated — 4  vols.,  Roma 
Illustrate,  Rollins  des  Belle  Letlres — 4  vols.,  [do.]  Ancient 
History — 10  vols.,  Terence  Comedia — 3  vols..  Life  of  Prince 
Eugene,  [do.]  Marlborough,  flistory  t)f  Joseph  Andiews— 
2  vols.,  Newton's  Philusophy  ex])lained— 2  vols.,  Autoninus's 
Meditations,  Moral  Essays— 2  vols. 

Gune  No.  B,  Lowed  Shelf,  folio.  Kircheri  Area  Noile, 
Stevens'  Spanish  Dictionary,  Tlie  Common  Prayer,  Miege's 
Dictionary,  The  Alcoran,  Gwiilims  Heraldry,  Rail  Historia 
Plautarum— 2  vols.,  Stanley's  Philosophers,  Voeabulaire 
dell  Crusca,  Gruterii  Elorilegii— Tom.  2nd,  Clericus  in 
Pentateuch,  Lock's  Works — 3  vols.,  The  Art  of  Sound 
Building. 

Second  Shelf,  folio.  Salisbury's  Mathematical  Collectious, 
Lex  Mercatorum,  Jenkes  Arilhmetick,  Browns  Vulgar 
Eirors,  Grotius  on  War  and  Peace,  L'Estrange's  Aesoi)— 2 
vols.,  Kersey's  Mathematical  Elements,  Cambridge  Con- 
cordance, Hobbes  Leviathan,  Moxon's  Perspective,  The 
Jesuit  Morals,  Advice  from  Parnassus,  Popes  Odyssey— 5 
vols.,  [do.]  Iliad  — 0  vols,  in  3,  Euclid's  Elements,  Bacon's 
Natural  History,  Tyson's  Anatomy  of  a  Pigmy,  Kathbone's 
Surveying. 

Third  Shelf,  folio.     Boyle's  Works— 5  vols.,  Emblems  of 
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Love,  Figures  de  Versailles,  Icones  diversae,  N  Regionum 
deliuatio,  Amours  de  Cupid  &  Psyclic,  Geiunie  Auliche, 
Albius  History  of  PZuglish  lusecls,  Habits  delineated, 
Figures  de  Sadler,  Auticjuitez  de  Perrier,  [Views]  of  Ver- 
sailles, lilaison  de  France,  Palazzi  di  Eouia,  Segment  Marmor 
Romauoruui,  Tableau  de  C'abiu  du  Hoy,  Festiva  ad  Capita 
Aimulumque  Decursio,  Wells's  Ancient  &  Modern  Maps. 

Fourth  Shelf,  folio.  Ovid  delineated,  Maj^s  of  Great 
Britain,  Bidloe's  Anatomy,  Catesby's  Natuial  History  of 
Carolina,  [do.]  of  Plants,  New  General  Atlas,  Two  large 
Books  of  Maps,  Sellers  Sea  Atlas,  Atlas  Celestis. 

Case  Ko.  C,  Lowest  Shelf ,  folio.  Vitruvius  Britannicus— 3 
vols.,  Atkis  Gerardi— 2  vols.,  Rowe's  Lucau,  Speeds  History 
of  Gi'eat  Britain,  [do.]  ]\Iaps,  Seats  in  (Jreat  Britain,  Rec- 
ords of  the  Virginia  Company— 2  vols.,  Palladio's  Arcbi- 
teeture,  Albertis  Architecture— 2  vols.,  History  of  the  Bible 
with  Cutts— 2  vols. 

Second  Shelf,  folio.  Historic  de  L' Academic- 3  vols.,  [do.] 
des  Inscriptiones — 4  Tom.,  Vojage  dii  Frezier,  [do.]  de 
Feuillee— 2  vols.,  [do.]  de  Touruefort,Ouvrages  des  Peintres 
—2  vols.,  Priucipes  L'Architecture,  Moeurs  des  Sau\ages  — 
2  vols.,  I  Cats  Werken,  Oeconomie  de  la  Campagne,  Traite 
d' Architecture,  INfedall  Hist  Van  Hollande. 

Third  Shelf,  folio.  Merceri  Thesaurus  linguae  Sauctae, 
Curiositez  dela  Mer  des  Indes,  Histoire  de  France— 3  vols., 
Dictionaire  des  Arts  et  Sciences,  [do.]  de  L' Academic, 
Collier's  Dictionary,  Raleigh's  History  of  the  World,  Dic- 
tionaire de  Bayle— 4  vols.,  Supplement  de  Bayle. 

Fourth  Shelf.  Histoire  de  1' Academic  from  1(392  to  1718 
—23  vols. 

Case  No.  D,  Lowest  Shelf,  folio.  Prior's  Poems,  Antiqui- 
ties ExpliquiesParMoutfaucon- 10  vols.,  PandectaeCauoui 
Gr.  &  Lat.  — 2  vols..  Gentleman's  Recreation,  Blank  Books 
—2  vols. 

Second  Shelf,  folio.  Acts  of  William  the  3rd,  Nili  Epis- 
tolae,  N  Tertum  de  le  Clerc,  Religion  of  Nature  delineated, 
Travels   from  Moscow  to  China,  Epitome  Auualium  Ec- 
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clesiae,  Ushur's  Body  of  Divinity,  Private  Directions  for 
Travels  in  Englaud-MS,  Douati  Konia  vetus  et  Leeeus, 
History  of  the  Bible,  Critieal  History  of  the  Old  lesta- 
ment  [do.]  New  Testament,  Canons  of  the  Church  ot  Eng- 
land,' Dinothi  Belhnn  civile  Galliae,  Lyra  I'ropheUca 
Vidman's  Uistory  of  the  Universe- 2  vols,  Prgiu.  H]  ot 
Farliameut,  Riccii  Exyedilio  C!hristiaua  ad  Lmas  buic- 
ciard  Historia  Ilineraria,   Machiavelii   Opera,   lablau  du 

Muses.  r ,    T    A  v,„ 

Third  Shelf,  folio.  Ogilby's  Africa,  [do.]  America  Em- 
bassy to  China,  Supplement  lo  Josephus,  Collection  ot\  oy- 
a„es-2  vols.,  Histoire  de  France-o  vols.,  [do.]  de  Louis 
Le  Grand,  Howells  History  of  the  World-3  vols. 

Fourth  Shelf,  quarto.  Bradley's  Work  of  Nature,  Dame  s 
History  of  France-7  vols.,  Histoire  d'Auglelerrc-lO 
Tom.,  Quiutilieii  de  L'Orateur. 

CaL  No.  E,  Lowest  Shelf  folio.  Spelman's  Glossanum 
I'isonis  Indiarum  Historia,  Phillip's  Dictionary  The  Loyal 
Commentary,  Laws  and  Government  of  England  Chronicle 
of  Britain,  Livy's  Roman  History,  Dr.  Dees  I^f;^t"^"^'  Al- 
gernon Sidney  on  Government,  Harrington's  Works,  Rob- 
ert's Map  of  Commerce,  History  of  Scotland,  Hcylm  s 
History  of  the  Reformation,  Cox's  History  of  Ireland, 
Bacon's  Natural  History,  The  State  of  Europe,  Cantera  s 
Dooms,  Tryal  of  Arch  bishop  Laud,  Caxton's  History  of 
Troy,  Lydgates  [do.]. 

Second  Shelf,  oetavo.  De  Rebus  Sicilae,  Caesarca  or  an  ac- 
count of  Jei-sey,  The  London  Spy,  The  German  Spy,  An- 
uals  of  Europe-4  vols..  State  of  England,  History  o 
Europe-4  vols..  Complete  History  of  f;'-'>P^l^\''''\\^\ 
the  King  of  Sweden,  [do.]  Apparitions,  [do.]  Puales,  [do.] 
Robberies,  [do.]  Portugal,  [do.]  The  Saracens-2  vols 
Descripto  Ilaliae,  Well's  Sacred  Geography -4  vols.,  Phi  - 
ips  Conferences,  New  Essays  on  Trade,  Robinson  Crusoe's 

^^'mrd  Shelf,  duodecimo.    Craftsman-U  vols.,  Busbequais's 
Epistles,  De  Rebus  et  Factis  Memorabilibus,  Guiccardi  de 
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iidem,  Life  of  Gustavus  Adolphus,  DescriplioTi  of  Paris, 
Secret  Histoiy  of  Charles  2iid  &  James  2iid,  Valuation  of 
Ecclesiastical  Prefernieiils,  Illustrious  Actious  of  William 
Henry  P  of  Wales,  Secoud  History  of  D'Alaucour  &,  Q, 
Elizabeth,  State  of  Loudon,  Life  of  the  Bishop  of  Muuster, 
Burnet's  Letters  on  Italy  &c.,  State  of  France,  The  Turkish 
Spy— 8  vols.,  History  of  Lewis  the  13th. 
■  Fourth  Shelf,  octavo.  Bucaniers  of  America,  Ortelii, 
thesaurus  Geographicus,  Mieretii  Syntagma  Subsisivarum, 
Varii  Tractatus,  Polytecks  &  Maxims  van  HoUande,  Me- 
moirs of  Queen  Anne,  Polinitz's  Memoirs— 4  vols.,  Collec- 
tion of  Histories,  Terence  in  usum  Delphiui,  Life  of  Lord 
Bacon,  Eitteri  Cosmographia  ProroMet  [?],  Grotii  Au- 
uales  Belgici,  Echard's  Ecclesiastical  History— 2  vols.. 
History  of  the  Magicians. 

Fifth  Shelf,  octaco.  Breviarum  Chronologioum,  History 
of  Schah  Nadir,  Chamberlayne's  Present  Slate,  Oldcastle's 
Remarks,  College  Character,  Marlborough's  Conduct,  Life 
of  William  the  third,  History  of  the  Turks— 2  vols.,  Jan- 
thesius  de  Gubernaculo,  Locke's  Remains,  History  of  Ger- 
mauy— 2  vols..  Life  of  I'ythagoras,  Voyage  of  the  Dutch, 
State  of  Virginia,  History  of  the  World— 4  vols.,  [do.] 
Virginia,  Echard's  Roman  History- 5  vols.,  AVelwood's 
Memoirs. 

Sixth  Shelf,  octavo.  Puffendorf  Alliance  'twixt  Sweden  & 
France,  Revolution  in  Sweden,  Prideaux  Life  of  Mahomet, 
Philip  de  Comines,  Systema  Ecclesiastica  Sclavonia,  Adam's 
Veto  Theolog  Germanicoruni- 4  vols.,  Historia  I'^xertorum, 
Glanville  on  Witchcraft,  Bacon's  Remains,  History  of  the 
League,  Cluverii  Historia,  Grafleri  Itinerarium,  Benjamin, 
Coke's  detection — 2  vols..  Life  of  Van  Tromp,  IjC  Clercs, 
Compendium  of  History,  Caesurum  Vitae,  Admiranda  Nili, 
Deliciae  Varioium  Itinerariorum,  Schroteri  Historia  Geo- 
giaphica,  Britains  Remembrancer,  Debates  of  Lords  & 
Commons. 

Case  No.  F,  Lowest  Shelf,  octavo.  Monthly  Mercury  from 
1688  to  1722. 
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&coiid  Shelf,  octaro.  Jloutlily  Meicuiy  (■oulinued  to  1742 
—  4  vols.,  State  of  Europe— 2  vols.,  History  of  [do.]  ITO.i, 
Geutleman's  Magazine  —  8  vols.,  Woiks  of  the  Learned — 
8  vols. 

Third  Shelf,  octavo.  Works  of  the  Learned  continued— 
4  vols.,  Debates  in  Parliament— 22  vols. 

Fourth  Shelf,  oetavu.     Political  State— 20  vols. 

Ffth  Shelf,  octaro.  Political  State  euutinued— 13  vols., 
Goodwin's  Antiquities,  Use  of  the  Fathers,  Pamphlcls— 14 
Aols.,  Miscellanies. 

Sixth  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Tilornauni  Discnrsiis  philosophi- 
cns,  Essay  on  Preaching,  Eibl.ia  Graeca— 2  vols..  Human 
Prudence,  Al  Mondo,  Baudi  Epistola,  Hornii  Ulysses  per, 
[do.]  llistoria  Ecclesiastiea.,  [do.]  Area  Noe,  [do.]  Orbis 
Politicus,  Barclaii  Argenis,  Bronehursti  Aphorismi  Politici, 
Hymbola  Politica,  Valentini  Epistolae,  Ens  Epidorfi,  Ern- 
stii  Philosophia,  Vitae  humanae  Proscenium,  Aphorismi 
politici  &  Martiales,  Newhnsii  Epistolae,  Leusdeui  Com- 
pendium Novi  testamenti,  Bartholcmus  de  Alundo,  Dio- 
dui\is  Siculus,  Historicum  Compendium  Belgicum,  Thomas 
a  Kempis,  Ileleuae  Raptus,  Caslaign's  Interest  Book, 
Meibou  de  usu  llagornm  in  re  veue  rea. 

Seventh  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Nanfa's  Essays,  Beverly  on 
Fornication,  Kormanni  Templum  Naturae,  Lomeie  de  Bib- 
liothecis,  Eben  Caleudium  liistoricum,  l)e  obligatioue 
Conseientae,  Pamphlets,  Gronovins  de  Sertertius,  [do.]  de 
centerimis  usuris,  Pedagogus  divituni,  Jivl  of  Swimming,  of 
Oeconomy,  Christian  Virtuoso,  Historica  Franciae,  Pontani 
Discursus  Historicus,  Epietetus,  Cases  of  Conscience, 
Jlethod  with  the  Deists,  Conjugium  Conjurgicum,  Staera 
Appenra  &c.  Art  of  Metals,  Arliculi  I>ambcthiani,  Men 
before  Adam,  Flores  lutcllecluales,  Rabelais  Works— 4 
vols.,  Elenchus  Motuum,  Campiani  Raliones,  Chytraeus  de 
lectione  Ilistoriae,  Echard's  Geographical  Compendium. 

Case  No.  Cr,  Lowest  Shelf,  quarto.  Saunderson's  Algebra 
—2  vols.,  Newhouse's  Navigation,  Hal  ton's  Aiithmetick, 
Jee  Vaart  van   Gietermaker,   Prille   Questiones   Physico 
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Mathematicae,  Argoli  Epliemerides— 3  vols.,  Cluverii  Ge- 
(igraphia,  Art  of  Accounts,  Travaux  du  Mars— 3  vols.,  Stur- 
miiis's  Malhematicks,  8bip  Building,  Clavis  Commercii, 
Moxou  on  the  Globes,  Wards  Matlieuiaticks,  Wooltliius's 
Algebra,  Palladio's  Architecture,  Geometrical  Key,  Vade 
Mecuui,  Newton's  Opticks,  [do.]  JIatheniatieal  Philosophy, 
[do.]  Eecreatious,  Derham's  Astro  Theology,  Beverigii 
Chronologia. 

Second  Shelf,  octavo.  Debtor  &  Creditor,  Kowes  Navi- 
gation, Bucholeri  Index  Chronologicus,  L  de  Linda  Orbis 
descriptio,  Flavel's  Tables  of  Interest,  Constructions  of 
Maps  &  Globes,  Cours  de  Mathematique  par  Organuui — 5 
Tom.,  Watsou's  Astronomy,  Whiston's  Astronomical  Lec- 
tures, Practice  of  Aiithnietick,  Whiston's  Astronomy,  [do.] 
Euclid,  Longitude  found,  De  Cometis  [?],  Des  Cartes's 
Musiek,  Lamy  de  Perspective,  Norwoods  Trigonometry, 
Coley's  Astrology,  Guntei-'s  Works,  Blaeu  de  Usu  Globo- 
cum  &c,  Wharton's  Works,  Grammaticae  Libri  Tres,  Celes- 
tial Worlds  discovered.  World  in  the  Moon. 

Tliird  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Treculphi  Chronica,  Gassendi 
Astronomica,  Leyborn's  Guide,  Cocke's  Decimal  Algebra, 
Pauaritliuiologia,  Wingale's  Arithmeti(;k,  Epitome  of 
Geography,  Moore's  Arithmetick,  Oughtred's  Clavis  Math- 
ematica.  Practical  Architecture,  CJiavesande's  Philosoi)lii- 
cal  InsMlutions,  Practi(jue  d'arithmetique,  Galilaei  Systema 
Cosmic-um,  Wilkin's  Mathematical  Magick,  Playford's  Mu- 
siek, Ilaynes  Trigonometry,  Elemens  de  Geometric,  i'^u- 
elid's  Geometry— vol.  '2nd,  Chales's  Euclid,  Recreations 
Mathematique,  Harris's  Algebra,  Jacquets  Geometry,  [do.] 
Arithmetick,  Leeks  Gnomonicks,  Abreg^  de  Vitruve,  lle- 
draei  Astrolabiuui,  Spliaera  Jonnes  de  Saci'oboseo,  Euelidis 
Elemenla,  Ciompendium  IMathematicum,  Barrow's  Euclid 
Elements  of  Geometry,  Sellers  (Geography,  [do.]  Atlas  Ci-- 
lestis,  [do.]  Atlas  Maritimus,  [do.]  Pocket  CJoUections, 
Carionis  institutioues  Mathematica,  [do.]  Chrouicon,  Va- 
reuii  Geographia. 

Fourth  Shelf,  octavo.     Doctriue  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
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Buyers  Dictiouary,  Cole's  [do.],  Bailey's  [do.],  Quesiial  on 
the  New  Testameut,  Claieiuloii's  Keview  of  the  Leviathan, 
Schrivelii  Lexieou,  Be\ eiley's  History  of  Virginia,  Varii 
Traetatus— 2  vols.,  Seneca's  Morals,  Riihteri  Axioniata 
oecouomica,  [do.  do.]  Politica,  Timothy  on  rhilalhens— 3 
vols.,  Elliott's  Indian  Bible,  Cockbnin  on  Duels,  Trials  of 
Wits,  Palmer's  Essays,  Law  of  Subordination,  Erne's  Deist, 
Mottos  of  tlie  Wanderers. 

Fifth  Shelf,  octavo.  Apology  for  Parson  Alberoni,  Wins- 
ton's Primitive  Christianity— 5  vols.,  Hobbes's  Tripos, 
Aristotle's  Art  of  Poetry,  Colloquium  Elhicum,  Book  of 
Martyrs— 2  vols.,  Royal  Politician— 2  vols..  Rights  of  the 
Christian  Church,  Bruyiere's  Characters,  Mahomets  Alco- 
ran, Reformation  Abridges,  Hickeringills  Works— 3  vols., 
Ileiders  philos  :  politic :  Systema,  Consolation  of  Philoso- 
phy, Lux  Orientalis,  More's  Account  of  Virtue,  Loyd's 
Popery,  Stanhope's  P^pictetus,  Scripture  Chronology, 
Saints  Reign  upon  Earth,  Military  Discipline,  Of  Frugality. 

Sixth  Shelf,  duodeeiiiw.  Argyle's  Instruction  to  a  Son, 
Carter's  Passions,  [do.]  Proverbs,  Allingtoii's  Grand  Con- 
spiracy, Christian  Policy,  Raleigh's  l\Iahomet,  Polit :  et 
Milit:  Hautbock,  Historia  Bataviac,  [do.]  Britannien, 
[do.]  De  Spectres,  Polit  ike  Discourseu,  Frontinus,  llisto- 
ricn  de  Russen,  Spanhemii  introductio  ad  Ilistoriam,  Mili- 
tary Dictionary,  Galdene  Annotatien,  Naerdere  unie, 
Wheari  Retlectiones  historicae,  De  Conscientia,  Valsche 
Kaerspaeldus,  British  Compendium,  Laigei'  British  Com- 
pendium, Irish  [do.],  Scottish  [do.],  English  Baronetts— 3 
vols.,  Conienii  Historia,  Raleighs  Remains,  De  Rei)ublica 
llebraeoruni. 

Seventh  Shelf,  duodecimo.  Rosos's  View  of  all  Religions, 
Petri  Rami  de  Militia,  Julii  Caesaris  Opera,  I'lmblemes 
(livers- 2  vols.,  Alciati  Emblemata,  Bil)lia  sacra  Junii  et 
Trimelli,  Gildon's  Letters,  Memoirs  of  the  navy,  Kure- 
mont's  Essays,  Sibelline  Oracles,  Montaigne's  Essays— 3 
vols..  Art  of  Speaking,  Spanish  Decameron,  More's  Utopia, 
History  of  Medals  &  Coins,  Locke  on  Government,  [do.] 
Reasonableness  of  Christianity,  Mistresses  of  France,  Eikon 
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Basilikee,  Tliompson's  iidversas  Lipiiune,  History  of  Mo- 
luislii'iil  Oidcis,  Fiiiiuis  of  the  Monks,  Dissorlatio  Le 
Divilies,  lleiiisii  Oratioues,  Mylhologia  Natiiralis  Comilis, 
History  of  OraclfS,  Sea  Dialogues,  Scots  fencing  Master, 
Solomon's  Etliicks  &c. 

Case  Ao.  JI,  Lowest  Shelf,  Quarto.  Aldus  Gellius  Del- 
phini  Paris  Edition,  Justinius  [do.],  Florus  [do.],  Sallus- 
tins  [do.],  Dictis  Oretensis  [do.],  Tacitus  [do.] —4  vols., 
Quintus  Curtius  [do.],  Caesaris  Conimentarii  [do.],  Vale- 
rius Maxinius  [do.],  Coi'nclius  Nepos  [do.],  Titus  Livius 
[do.] — 6  vols.,  Suetonius  [do.]. 

Second  Shelf,  quarto.  Statius  Delphini  — 2  vols.,  Plautus 
[do.]— 2  vols.,  Pnideutius  [do.],  Catullus  Proi)ertius  [do.] 
—  2  vols.,  JMarlialis  [do.],  Viigilius  [do.],  Claudianus  [do.], 
Ovidus  [do.]— 4  vols.,  Juvenalis  [do.],  lioratius  [do.],— 2 
vols.,  Lucretius  [do.],  Manilius  [do.],  Phoedri  Fabniae. 

Third  Shelf.  Wasse's  Sallust,  Pomponius  Mela  Vossii — 2 
vols.,  Suetonius  Causabon,  Ausonicus  Variorum,  IjUcauus 
[do.],  Marcobius  [do.],  Tacitus  [do.],  Ovidi  Opera  [do.] 
—3  vols.,  Tullius  de  Oratore  [do.],  Statius  [do.],  Lucretius 
[do.],  Historia  Augustorum  Scriptorum,  C'astcus  Plancardi, 
Sallustius  Grutcrii. 

Fourth  Shelf,  folio  <Sc  quarto.  Vergilii  Ojieia,  Horatil 
[do.],  Catulli  Propertii,  Terentii  Comediae,  J)iogenes  Laer- 
tius— 2  vols.,  Phoedri  Fabulae,  Horatius  Bentlei,  Plautus 
Delphini — 2  vols.,  Petronius  Burmanui — 2  vols.,  Silius 
Italicus  Drakenborchi,  Barnes's  Homer— 2  vols.,  Quin- 
tiliani  Instituliunes,  [do.]  Dcclauiationes,  Polydor  Virgil. 

Fifth  Shelf,  octavo.  Vellius  Paterculus  Delphjni,  Euti'O- 
pius  [do.],  Paiiygeric  Vetus  [do.],  Pomponius  Festus  [do.], 
Apuleiiis  [do.]— 2  vols.,  Terentiiis  [do.],  Boetius  [do.], 
Cicero  de  Oiatore  [do.]— 2  vols.,  [do.]  Oraliones  [do.] —3 
vols.,  [do.]  E))istola  [do.],  Plinius  [do.]— 5  vols.,  Ciceronis 
Opera,  Afarcellini  res  Oestac. 

Sixth  Shelf  duodecimo.  Cicero  Gronovii  — 11  vols.,  Titius 
Livius  Clerici— 10  vols.,  Seneca  Elzevir— :<  \'ols.,  Notae  ad 
Senccam,  Caesaris  Conimentarii,  Plini  Epistolae,  [do.] 
Historia— 3  vols.,  Senecae  Opera,  Sallustius. 
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GENEALOGY* 

THE     BYEDS     IN     ENGLAND 

1.  Hugh  le  Bird,  younyer  sou  of  the  family  of  Charlton, 
m.  Werbiiiga,  daughter  of  Eoger  Donibvel,  aud  had 

issue  :  2.  John''^,  m.  Isabel  ■,  and  had  a  son,  Hugti 

le  Biid^,  who  d.  s.  p.  ;  3.  likhard'^ ;  4.  William''',  m., 
aud  had  a  sou,  John  le  Bird'',  who  d.  s.  p. 

3.  Richard''^,  m.  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  Breutishall,  aud 
had  a  sou, 

6.  David^,  m.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Fitzhugh,  of 
Lithrogg,  aud  had  a  son, 

6.  Hugh*,  m.  Roose,  daughter  of  Albaney  Cheyney,  and  had 

a  son, 

7.  David^,  m.  Mabel,  sister  aud  heir  of  Henry  de  Broxton, 

and  had  issue:  8.  Richard'^;  !).  Uiujh^ ;  and  10.  Wil- 
liam'', about  whom  there  is  no  data. 

8.  Richard''  le  Bird,  of  Broxtou,  m.  Mabel  (Jodogan,  aud 

had  a  son,  11.  Hugh''. 

*  This  Genealogy  was  pro-  for  Cliester"  (Harleian  MSS., 
pared  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Stannard  No.  2119),  and  from  a  pedigree 
and  published  in  the  "  Beau  prepared  at  the  Heralds'  Col- 
Monde,"  a  Richmond  periodical  lege,  London,  in  1702,  for  Wil- 
which  is  not  now  published,  liam  Byrd".  For  some  of  the 
April  7  and  14,  1894.  Through  facts  relating  to  the  children  of 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  Stannard  Richard  C.  Byrd,  of  "  White- 
the  editor  has  been  able  to  add  hall,"  the  editor  is  indebted  to 
to  it  some  facts  not-embraced  in  the  kindness  of  IMrs.  Sally  Nel- 
the  original  articles.  The  Eng-  son  Robins,  assistant  secretary 
lish  portion  of  the  Genealogy  and  librarian  of  the  Virginia 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Stannard  from  Historical  Society — Eori'oR. 
Holnis's  "Heraldic  Collections 
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9.  Hiigh^  le  Bird,  m.  Agues,  daughter  of  William  de  Bick- 
erlou,  aud  had  issue:  12.  DainW  of  Bruxloii;  13. 
TJghtred',  who  left  two  sous,  Thouias"  aud  David" ; 
14.  Johu^,  of  Broxtou. 

11.  Hugh^  le  Bird,  in. ,  aud  had  a  soji,  Joliu  le  Bird"  of 

Broxtou,  whose  daughter  aud  heiress  wiis  Margaret'-', 
who  iu  i;579  was  wife  of  Roger  Bulkeky. 

12.  David^  le  Bird,   of  Broxtou,  )/;.   Mawile,  daughter   of 

David  de  Edge,  of  Edge,  aud  had  a  sou, 
15.  Johu"  Bird,  m.  Alice,  daughter  aud  heiress  of  Peter 
Bulkeley,  of  Broxtou  (by  his  wife  Nieola,  daughter 
of  Thomas'*  Bird),  aud  had  issue  :  16.  Johu''  (who 
wituessed  a  deed  iu  1440  aud  had  a  sou,  Johu  le 
Bird,  of  Tilstou,  who  was  liviug  iu  14(57)  ;  17. 
TmiuiIijh?. 

17.  Tomalyu"  Bird,  of  Bostock,  living  iu  1440,  m..  Phil]i])pa, 

daughter  of  Hugh  Broxtou,  of  Heuhall,  and  liad  a 
sou, 

18.  Heury'"  Bird,  of  Broxtou,  m.  AViuifred,  daughter  aud 

heiress  of  Adam  de  Raley,  aud  had  a  sou, 

19.  Johu"  le  Bird,  of  Broxtou,  vi.  Cieeley,  daughter  of  Johu 

Duttou,  of  Hattou,  aud  had  issue:  20.  Pder^- ;  21. 
Thomas^" ;  22.  Johui^. 

20.  Peter'-  le  Bird,  of  Broxtou,  m.  Auue,  daughter  of  Rich- 

ard Olive,  of  Olive,  aud  had  a  sou,  CJeorge'''  le  Bird, 
of  Broxtou,  who  m.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  David 
Dodd,  of  Edge,  aiul  iu  turn  had  a  sou,  Thouuis'^,  who 
m.  Jaue,  daughter  of  Ral])h  Bulkeley,  of  Ilaughlou. 
(Here  iu  Holuis's  pedigree  this  branch  of  the  family 
ends.) 

21.  Thomas'^  le   Bird,  m.   Margaret,  daughter  of  William 

I  i(jdd,  of  Broxtou,  aud  had  a  sou, 
23.  Heury'^  le  Bird,  of  Broxtou,  m.  Anne,  daughter  of  Johu 
Phelkiu,  of  Tatteuhall,  aud  had  issue  :  24.  John'* ; 
25.  Thoiiim'^ ;  2().  Hughe'*  (d.s.  p.)  ;  27.  Robert'* ;  28. 
Roger'*;  20.  Auue'*,  m.  Johu  Oardeu,  of  Oalcott ;  30. 
Elizabeth'*,  m.  Hugh  Williamsou,  of  Ohalkley  ;  31. 
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Mary",  m.  Richard  Davenport,  of  Locroff;  32.  Kath- 
eriiie'* ;  :V,i.  Eoberl'^,  m.  Elizabeth,  daugliter  of 
Francis  LoUand  (or  Callorne),  of  Aymouut.* 

24.  John"  le  Bird,  of  London,  m.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 

Oliver  Burgh  als  Oopijursmith,  and  had  issue:  («) 
William'^' ;  {b)  John's .  (^^j  Henry i^ ;  (</)  Elizabethi^ ; 
(e)  Aune''\ 

25.  Thomas"  le  Bird,  m.   Ales  Palyn,  and  had  issue  :  (/) 

Aune'S;    (g)    Raphe '^ ;    (h)  Margery'^ ;    (i)Peteri^; 
U)  Janets  ;  (A:)  Thomasi". 
27.  Robert"  Bird,  m.  Elizabeth   Holland,  and  had  a  son, 

34.  John'^    Bird,    m.    Eiizabelh    Bine,  and   had  a  son, 

35.  Thonias'8  Bird,   in.   Elizabeth  Bud,  and  had  a  son, 

36.  John'"  Bird,  or  Byrd,  of  London.    He  was  a  goldsmith 

of  London,  in.  Grace,  daughtei'  of  Thomas  JStegg,  or 
Stegge,  of  London  (and  for  a  time  of  Virginia, 
where  he  held  important  office),  and  had  issue:  37. 
AVilliam'",  eldest  son,  and  founder  of  the  family  in 
Vii  ginia ;  38.  Thomas'",  who  was  ])erhaps  the 
youngest  child ;  and  four  daughters :  Elizabeth'" 
(who  perhaps  m.  Rand),  Mary"*  (who  perhaps  m. 
Guy),  and  Sarah'*  and  Grace"*  (one  of  whojn  perhaps 
in.  Robinson ).t 

THE    BYRDS     IN    VIKGINIA 

1.  William!  Byrd  arrived  in  Virginia  liefore  1677  (per- 
haps as  eai'ly  as  1670),  and  inherited  the  estate  of  his 
uncle,  Thomas  Stegg,  Jr.  He  lived  first  at  "Belvi- 
dere,"  in  the  bounds  of  the  present  city  of  Rich- 
mond, but  about  KiOl  moved  to  the  estate  of  West- 
over,   twenty  miles  below  his  former  home,  on  the 

♦The     EngliBh     genealogists  whom   married   Elizabeth  Hol- 

have  perhaps  made  some  error  land   and   the  other    Elizabeth 

in  regard  to  27  Robert'*,  and  33  Lolland. 

Robert",  le  Bird.     It  is  hardly  fSee  the  letters  of  William 

probable  that  a  man  would  have  Byrd^  in  the  possession  of  the 

two  sons  named  Robert,  one  of  Virginia  Historical  Society. 
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James  River,  wbicli  became  tlie  famous  seat  of  his 
family.  Hem.  Mary,  daughter  of  Colonel  Warham 
Ilorsemaudeu,  tlieu  of  Charles  City  Couuty,  in  Vir- 
ginia, bixt  who  shortly  returned  to  England,  where 
he  settled  at  Purleigh,  in  Essex.  William'  Byrd 
was  b.  in  London  in  1(562,  and  d.  Dee.  4,  1704,  atWest- 
over.  His  wife  had  d.  in  her  forty-seventh  year  at  tlie 
same  place,  Nov.  9,  lti!)9.  He  had  issue  :  2.  WiUiani^  ; 
3.  Susan-,  who  la.  John  Brayne,  merchant,  of  Lon- 
don ;  4.  Ursula-,  b.  Nov.  29,  IGSJ,  vi.  Kobert  Beverley, 
the  historian,  d.  Oct.  31,  1(598,  had  one  son,  William^ 
Beverley ;  5.  Mary-,  about  whose  life  nothing  is 
known  ;  G.  Warham-^,  h.  1(585,  and  d.  in  childhood. 
2.  William-  Byrd,  b.  March  28,  1674,  d.  at  Weslover, 
Aug.  2(5,  1744  ;  m.  :  — 

(1)  Lucy,  daughter  of  Colonel  Daniel  Parke,  who 
died  in  1710  as  go\  ernor  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  and 
had  issue:  7.  Evelyn-*,  b.  July  IG,  1707,  d.,  unmar- 
ried, Nov.  13,  1737;  «.  Parke^,  b.  Sept.  G,  1709,  (Z. 
June  3,  1710  ;  9.  Philips  William^,  b.  Eeb.  23,  and  d. 
Dec.  9,  1712;  10.  Wilhelmina^,  b.  N«v.  (5,  1715,  m. 
Thomas  Chamberlayne,  of  King  William  (bounty, 
Virginia,  from  whom  there  is  descended  a  piomi- 
neut  line  ;* 

(2)  Maria,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Thomas 
Taylor,  of  Kensington,  England,  and  had  issue:  11. 
A7iii(^  ;  12.  Muria^ ;  13.   WiUiaiii^ ;  14.  Jam?. 

11.  Auue',  b.  in  London,  Feb.  5,  1725,  in.  Charles  Carter,  of 

"Hamstead"  (afterward  of  "Cleve"),  d.  Sept.  1 1, 1757. 
From  this  marriage  is  descended  a  numerous  line. 

12.  Maria^  b.  Jan.  (5,   1727,  w.    I.andnn  Carter,  of  "Sabine 

Hall,"    d.   Nov.    29,   1744.     Fronj    this  marriage   is 
descended  a  numerous  line. 

*  For  tlie  Chamberlayne  pedi-  of  tliis  valuable  little  periodical 

gree  see  an  article  by  Mr.  W.  G.  is  in  the  possesaion  of  the  Vir- 

Stannard  in  the  "Beau  Monde,"  ginia  Historical  Society. 
March  31,  1894.      A   bound  file 
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13.  "William^  Byid,  b.  at  Wcstover,  Sept.  6, 1728  *  d.  Jan.  1, 
1777,  m.  :- 

(1)  Apiil  14,  1748,  Elizabeth  Hill,  only  (laughter 
of  John  Carter,  of  "Shirley,"  and  had  issue  :  15. 
William',  b.  Aug.  2,  1749,  who  became  a  lieutenant 
in  the  17th  British  Regiment,  and  was  killed  at 
Caen,  France,  July,  1771,  by  being  thrown  from  a 
carriage  (d.  s.  p.)  ;  16.  John  Carter^,  b.  Jan.  27, 1751, 
m.  widow  of  William  Randolph,  of  "Wilton,"  and 
d.  s.  p. ;  17.  Thomas  Tayhr*;  18.  Elizabeth  HilU, />. 
Nov.29, 1754,  m.(l)JamesParkeP\ailey,(2)Rev.  John 
Dunbar,  (3)  Colonel  Henry  Skipwith  ;  W.  Francis 
Otwaf.  On  July  5,  1760,  Elizabeth  Hill  Carter  Byrd 
died,  and  within  six  months  William^  Byrd  was  mar- 
ried to 

(2)  Mary,t  daughter  of  Charles  Willing,  of  Phila- 
delphia, by  whom  he  had  issue  :  20.  IMaria  Horse- 
mandeu*,  b.  Nov.  26,  1761,  m.  John  Page,  of  "Page- 
brook  "  ;  21.  Anne  Willing*,  b.  March  25,  1 763  ;  22. 

,  Charles  Willing*,  b.  April  8,  1765,  d.  Aug.,  1766  ;  23. 
EvelyuTaylor*,6.  Oct.  13, 1766,  ?«.  Benjamin  Harrison, 
of  "  Brandon"  ;  24.  Abby*,  b.  Nov.  4, 1767,  m.  Judge 
William  Nelson;  25.  Dorothy*,  5.  Feb.  17,  176"J,  </. 
the  24th  of  the  same  mouth;  26.  Charles  Willing', 
b.  July  22,    1770,   United    States  district  judge  for 

*  The  pedigree  in  the  "  Beau  respondence  witli  them,  but  on 

Monde"  has  it  1729,  which  can-  inve.stigation     was     acquitted, 

not  be  right.     The  Byrd  family  She  ruled  her  house  and  phinta- 

bible  gives  1728,  which  has  here  tions   with    great  success,  and 

been  adopted.  was  Isnown  far  and  near  for  the 

t  Mary  Willing  was  first  courtesy  and  elegance  of  licr 
cousin  of  Peggy  Shippen,  the  liospitality.  Tlie  Count  Chas- 
fanious  Philadelphia  beauty  tellux  was  struck  with  lu;r 
wlio  married  Benedict  Ai-nold.  "agreeable  countenance,  and 
Her  sympathies  during  the  gi'eat  good  sense."'  Her  will. 
Revolution  were  with  the  Brit-  with  most  of  the  facts  relating 
ish,  and  Arnold's  invasion  of  to  her  life,  is  published  in  the 
Virginia  brought  a  number  of  Virginia  Historical  Magazine, 
their  officers  to  her  house.  She  Vol.  VI.  p.  346.  The  will  eon- 
was  accused  of  treasonable  cor-  tains  a  list  of  the  Byrd  portraits. 
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Ohio,  m.  Sarah  Meade;  27.  Jaiie<,  6.  Jan.  17,  1773, 
m.  Carter  H.  Hanison  ;*  28.  Richunl  WiUhig^ ;  29. 
William*. 

14.  Jane^  b.  Oct.  13, 1729,  m.  John  Page,  of  "North  End,"  by 
whom  comes  a  numerous  desccut.  Her  portrait,  show- 
ing a  fine  face,  is  now  at  William  and  Mary  College. 

17.  Thomas  Taylor-*  Byrd,  b.  Jan.  17, 1752,  became  a  captain 
in  the  British  army,  where  he  served  under  Colonel 
Fanning,  ui.  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Armistead, 
of  "Hesse,"  Gloucester  County,  had  issue:  30.  John^-, 
killed  in  the  battle  of  North  Point ;  31.  William  B/" ; 
32.  Fraiicts  Otway^ ;  33.  Elizabeth'',  m.  in  1827  General 
Elisha  Boyd,  member  of  the  State  Senate  ;  34.  Maria 
Carter^,  m.  Philip  Norborne  Nicholas,  of  Richmond, 
judge  of  the  General  Court  and  attorncy-geneial 
of  Virginia,  and  had  issue :  (a)  Cary,  {b)  Sidney, 
(c)  Elizabeth  Byrd,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  35. 
Charles  dtrter^ ;  36.  Thomas^ ;  37.  liivhard  E.^ 

19.  Francis  Otway*  Byrd,  h.  May  8,  175G,  was  officer  in  the 
British  navy  and  resigned  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Revolutiouto  offer  his  services  to  America  ;  in  17  75  he 
was  apjjointed  an  aide  to  General  Lincoln  ;  in  Jan., 
1777,  lie  was  made  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  3d  Vir- 
ginia Dragoons  and  served  through  the  war;  after- 
ward he  was  sheriff  of  Charles  City  County,  and  d. 
Sept.  2,  1800  ;  m.  Anne,  daughter  of  Robert  Munford, 
of  "Richland,"  Mecklenburg  County,  and  had  issue  : 
38.  Maria^,  m.  Davidson  Bradfute  ;  39.  Lelia^ ;  40. 
Eliza^,   m.   Alexander   Tompkins;    41.   Evelyn^,  m. 

Roger  A.  Tompkins  ;  42.  Aune^,  m. Wright ;  43. 

William  O.^,  d.  unmarried ;  44.  AbigaiP,  w.  in  1825 
Dr.  H.  Davis. 

28.  Richard  Willing^  Byrd,  of  Smithfleld,  Isle  of  Wight 
County,  b.  Oct.,  1774,  d.  Oct.,  1815,  member  of  the 
House  of  Delegates,  1804-G,  ni.  (1)  Lucy,  daughter 

*  Carter  H.  Harrison  moved  to  Kentucky,  and  from  him  comes 
the  prominent  Cliicago  family  of  the  same  name. 
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of  BeDJaiuin  Hairison,  of  "Biaiidoii,"  (2)  Emily 
Wilsou,  ami   by  liis   first  marriage  had   issui- :     45. 

Addisou^,    m.   Citslis ;   40.   Otway'' ;    47.    Mary 

Aiine^,  m.  in  1825  Dv.  Ilichard  Kemioii,  U.  B.  N. 

29.  William^  Byrd,  m.  Susan,  daughter  of  Addison  Lewis, 
had  issue  :  48  Addison'',  iit.  Susan  Coke  ;  49.  Mary-', 
7ft.  Richard  C.  Cuke,  M.C. ;  50.  Jane  O.^,  m.  G.  W. 
McCandlish  ;  51.  l>i:  Suinuel  Powell^. 

32.  Francis  Otway^  Byid,  served  with  distinction  at 
Tripoli  in  1805  under  General  Eaton,  and  as  an 
ollicer  of  the  War  of  1812  with  such  eminent  gal- 
lantry that  the  Virginia  legislature  presented  him 
with  a  sword  and  a  vote  of  thanks.  He  removed  from 
Clarke  County,  Virginia,  to  Eallimore  in  1855,  and 
died  there  May  2,  1800,  aged  72  years;  v/(.  Eliza 
Pleasants  and  had  issue  :  52.  Mary'',  m.  Samuel  G. 
Wyman  ;  53.  Anne". 

35.  Charles  Carter^  Byrd,  hi.  Jane  Turner  and  had  issue  : 
54.  Lucy" ;  55.  Thomas". 

37.  Richard  E*.  Byrd,  of  Fiederick  County,  in.  in  1820  Anne, 
daughter  of  Benjauiin  Harrison,  of  "Brandon."  He 
was  a  distinguished  lawyer,  member  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  in  1839,  1840,  1842,  etc.,  and  of  the  Con- 
vention of  1850-51,  served  on  the  staff  of  General 
Gorse,  C.  8.  A.,  and  d.  Jan.  1,  1872,  aged  72  years; 
had  issue:  50.  Geortje  H? ;  57.   WlUiam'^. 

51.  Dr.  Samuel  Powers^  Cyid,  of  "Whitehall,"  Gloucester 

County,  m.  (1)  Catherine  C.  Corbin,  widow  of 

Fauntleroy,  and  (2)  Mary  L.,  daughter  of  Di\  Mat- 
thew Brooke ;  by  his  liist  mairiage  had  a  sou,  58. 
Richard  E." 

50.  George  H."  Byrd,  of  New  Yoi'k,  m.  Lucy  C,  daughter  of 
Edmund  Wickham  and  his  wife  Ijucy,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Robert  Carter ;  has  issue  :  59.  Anne' ;  00.  Ed- 
mund Wickham';  01.  Mary  W^ymau' ;  62.  Alfred'; 
63.  George  H.' ;  04.  Samuel  W.' ;  05.  Lucy  C  ;  00. 
William';  67.  Francis'. 
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57.  William"  Byrd,  m.  Jennie  Rivers,  had  issue  :  G8.  Mary' ; 

G'J.  Kiclumi';  70.  Otway' ;  71.  Margaiell 

58.  Rifluird   G."  Pyrd,  of  "Wliitediall,"  h.  Sept.  9,  1837,  »i. 

Agues  Gordon  Marshall,  had  issue  :  72.  Samuel  P.', 

b.  June   23,  18G1 ;  73.  Ricliard  G.',  m. Walke  ; 

74.  Lewis  W.'' ;  75.  Maiy  I!.' ;  76.  Fannie  M.',  m.  Cor- 

bin    Waller;   77.  Anue  (JJ,   m. Glaik  of  New 

York. 
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Bulfaloes,  habits,  etc.,   224,  225,  2'2(;,  2; 

311,  ;112,  310 
Bullin^'t(.u,  Benjamin.  309 
Bmnet,  Bi.sbop,  248 
Butcher,  John,  321,  322 
Bulchcrs  Creek,  ;i27,  329.  See  also  Batlche 

VrcA- 
Bvr.l,  i;iiz,.l..tl.  C.ol.-i'.  Iwxvli 
rjr.l,  1...  hii,  K.wl.  l.\in,  117 
Bynl,  (,ii.,.,l..i;)   ..I  ,  111.-  l^i.ulish  peiligri 

414;   the  \  iiL;iuial.LaiBiec,  440 
Byrd,  li.a.c,  XV 

Byrd,  Lucy  I'arke,  I,  li,  Ixxvi,  447 
liyrd,  M  oia  Taylor,  Ixxviii 
B>lil,  Miiv,  vxvjv,  \1 
Byi.l.  \l:ii'    II i:i:.ridcn,  xvi,  -xxxix 


li.li.i 


148 


Bji.l, 

- ■--  li'U.jne 

told, 

I  i.,.0„.     .-MoL'.'Ocri.i/ 

Byrd, 

Wailiniii,  xx.xix 

Byrd, 

Willielndna.    See  Vluniiberlayne 

Byrdi 

,  William,  family  po^iilbin,  xv ;  birth. 

arrival  in   Viirbiii,    xvi;   marriage. 

xvi; 

;    an    Indian    li,..l.  ..    .xiiii;    n, Hilary 

serv 

■ice,  xix;  a  bin-.  ,s  xu;  .,1.  mber  of 

the 

Coniuil,  xx;    |.:ii.  Ill  ll.i,..ii.,  Kebcl- 

li..li 

,  XX,  vxi;   bislai-e  j;l:ilitat  the  falls. 

XXi 

;  Jihui  to  nionopoliie  the  Indian  trad.'. 

'cl- 
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xxi,  xsii;  appointed  auditor  and  receiver- 
general,  \.\ii.  \xiii,  xxiv,  XXV ;  duties  us 
auditor  and  iKcucr-iiniid,  xxvi,  xxvii; 
hia  a(^touiils  (iucatioind  but  collect, 
xxvii,  xxviii :  Imya  \V  cstovcr,  xxx  ;  liia 
growing  iuiportuuce,  xxxi,  xxxii ;  liis 
dauglitera  in  England,  xxxii;  hia  lauded 
property,  xxxii,  xxxiv ;  his  business  cor- 
rcspoiidenta,  xxxv  ;  his  religious  iiatuie, 
xxxviii;  sends  and  leceives  "likens.' 
xxxix;  Ilia  death,  ixiix;  his  Mill,  xl ;  lua 
character,  xli,  xlii;  place  in  tiie  Uene- 
iilogy,  4H> 
Byrd",  William,  letters,  v,  Ixxxi,  387;  birth, 
xvii,  xl ;  epitaph,  xli ;  compared  with  ilia 
father,  All,  xlii;  eduration,  xlii,  xliii, 
xliv;  in  Holland,  xliii;  in  the  Middle 
Temple,  xliv;  letter  to  Lynde,  xliv  ;  au'ent 
in  England  for  the  Drsi  time,  xlv,  xlvi ;  a 
burgess,  xlv;  at  tile  Lambeth  Conleieiiee, 
xlv;  applies  tor  secret. irysliip,  xlvi; 
member  of  the  Royal  Society,  xh  ii,  xluii; 
dealhot  llia  father,  xliiii  ;  bis  iiiluvilaine, 
xlviii;  member  of  Ihe  f.iuncil,  xliiii; 
auditor  and  reeeiver-t;eiieral,  xli\;  re- 
ceiver-general, xlix ;  president  of  the 
Cuuueil,  xlix;  mariiage  to  Lucv  Parke,  1; 
buys  the  I'arkc  lands,  li ;  bis  delit  to  I'ei  ly, 
li,  l.vxxiv;  selieinc  to  cullect  ipiil  rents, 
Ivi;  opiM.sed  to  .SpotawoucPs  sebenie,  lui; 

hia  inoi.il  cliaraeter  led  involved,  lix; 
goes  to  Klislalld,  lix;  called  before  the 
Board  of  I'rade,  Ix ;  asks  that  ciuit-rents 
be  spent  in  Virguda,  Ix ;  guts  two  acts 
repealed,  Ixi ;  reply  to  Spotswood,  Ixii, 
Ixiii;  resigna  receiver-;;eneralship,  Ixiii; 
his  "concealed  desi^^ns,"  Ixix ;  takis  up 
oyer  and  terminer  contii.versy,  Ixx.  Kxi ; 
agent  for  the  second  time,  Ixx;  chained 
with  the  desire  for  the  t;oveinor.,lii|i, 
Ixxiii;  extent  of  Ids  popularity,  Ixxiii ; 
his  removal  from  the  Council  proposed, 
Louii,  Ixxiv;  inclines  to  peace,  Ixxiv; 
returns  to  Virtxinia,  Ixxv;  arranges  a  rec- 
onciliation, Ixxv  ;  domestic  life,  Ixxv; 
life  in  London,  Ixxvi;  death  of  his  «ile, 
Iixvi;  agcut  for  the  thiid  time,  Ixxiii ; 
second  marriage,  Ixxviii  ;  return  to  Vir- 
ginia, Ixxviii,  3<J8;  Ills  writings,  Ixxviii, 
Ixxix,  Ixxx ;  commissioner  to  run  the 
Dividing  Lino,  Ixxviii,  207;  commis- 
sioner to  run  iK.undary  line  of  the 
Northern  Neik  Kvx.  flO;  visit  to  Oer- 
maniia,  lvx\;  life  at  Westover,  Ixxx;  his 
Eiiglisli  fi  irnds,  Ix  \  M  ;  bis  iiieturcs,  Ixxxi ; 
his  library,  Ixxxii ;  bia  landed  possessions, 
Ixxxii ;  bieadlh  of  view,  Ixxxv;  desire 
for  ollice  in  old  aj;r,  Ixxxvi ;  president  of 
the  Council,  IxxxU;  his  death,  Ixxxvii ; 
conimiasion  to  run  the  nividiiig  Line, 
207,  208,  209,  270  ;  signs  reply  to  protest  of 
North  Carolina  conimiasicnera,  276;  his 
companions  on  the  "Journey  to  the  Land 
of  Eden,"  327;  letter  to  (iovernor  John- 
ston, 380 ;  account  of  Lomlon  society  3'.I4  ; 
letter  to  "Cousin  Taylor,"'  ;i;i4 ;  story  about 
"Hona  lloba,"  SOr.,  3110;  letter  to  (iiislis, 
300;  not  too  old  to  b.ve,  3:iT ;  ]■  li>  r  lo 
Procter,  ;i!l'.l ;  his  libr.iii.ui  ,,.i  1  .,  ,i  lajv, 
4(X),  n.;  Ills  place  in  II,     <:.  ,„.,[,.   .,  ii7 

Byrdiu,  William,  his  e.u.er.  xn,  i\XAHl, 
Ixxxviii;  place  in  the  CJeiiealogy,  4f8 

Byrd  library,  catalogue  of,  413-413 


Cabin  Branch,  112 

Caledonian  Spintter,  334 

Cane  (leek,  ILil.  •J.'M,  328 

i:aiea.   131;  dvalli  ot,  294,  298,309;  explo- 


,  320 


'ai"ln,,i  ll,;nl.i,  extract  from,  260,  260 

■aloline  Court  bouse,  381 

"alter,    Cbarlea,    conimissiolier    for    Lord 

faiifux,  4U2 
:arler,  l."oluncl.  38.'),  380 


1(17 


("edar  island,  39 


1J7 


Ch. 


le,    Wilhelniiua     Byrd,     Ixxvi, 
ihod  of  making,  346,  300 
164,  185 


ibee].,  Ml 

(■h.-rol.ce  Indiana, 

Clniokee  MoiinLd 

Chickahoiniiiy,  3IS 

(bieken  broth  lor  fever,  282,  283 

Cliilton    Kdward,  xxvi,  liv 

(biMMll     Mr  ,  .113,   344,  345,  3JC,  348,   349, 

:,  I'i    .:  .1      .  .  ■     :    I,  3r>5,  303 
Cln    ,,     II      .li      ,  ,.13,  348 
Cli--,..,i,   l.n,  1,  ,.o,  S9,  200 

Cbji,i,.i.:ia,  lull,  and  Indian  school,  100, 

11 ;,  •jiii 
("linieli,  ttrst,  at  Jamestown,  8 
Cidir,  U2,  380 
Cleiwy,  the,  58,  Oil,  bo,  86,  323  ;  salary  of,  in 

Virginia,  34U ;  their  collation,  Ixxv 
Clilf  Creek,  215,  309,  328 
Cock,  ("olollel,  320 
Co.  ke,  Itacbel,  378 
("ocke,  «  illiam.  Ixix 
t"oLk'B  i:ieek,  -Ml 
Cociin.ide  (reek,  4l;i,  310,  328 
Cobungaloola  lliver,  179,  403,  408,  409 
('ohniiks,  140 

Collation  of  clergy,  the  right  to,  Ixxv 
CoUison,  Peter,  Ixxix 
Colsoli,  Joseph,  280,  287,  292,  320 
Conlentnoa  Creek,  2-27 
Conway  lliver,  41)9 
Corn,  Indian,  76 
f-'orope;dc,  Gl.     See  also  Peak 
Council,    its    iulluence    in    Virginia,    xiii, 

lii,  liii,  liv ;   ita  relatioD  to  land  grants, 

liv 
Conneilor,  oath  of  a,  liii,  n. 
Cui!i:.\,sdf  tui.<,  198 
(luiiits  of  oyer  and  terminer,  eontroveray 

over,  Ixviii,  Ixix,  Ixx,  Ixxl,  Ixxii 
Crafoni,  M.,  27 
Crane  Creek,  230 
Cranes,  131 
Crocodiles,  "238,  239 
("rooked  ("reek,  107,  169,  170.  186,  189 
("id[Hp.  1,   I.Mi.l,   as  governor  of  Virginia, 

MX,  xx   xxii.  In  ,  in  rJatiou  to  the  Norlh- 

.ra    Ne,  I,,  lif,-;,  107,  408,  409 
Cnrritnek  Inlet,  22,  26,  30,  32,  36,  200,  2CU 
Ciistia,  John,  I,  li,  Lxiii,  390 
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Danilridge,  William,  attackeil  by  tlitj  gout, 
176;  coiuniissiun  to  ruu  the  Dividing 
Line,  2(j7,  'iio;  simis  r<;|ily  to  the  pioLust 
of  the  North  Caiuliiia  lomiiiitsioncrs,  '275 

Daii  lliver,  lu,  VM,  U5,  145,  148,  2U(i.  210, 

211,  iS'j,  2U5, 2ab,  uiie,  aot,  aut),  3i8,  si9 

Deer,  bi-eaks  a  pier-glasa,  350 

Derhain,  Mr.,  350 

Dismal  Sw;iin|i,  the,  27,  28,  49,  55,  67,  69,  61, 
62.  03,  64,  i:i>,  66,  67,  69,  70,  71,  72,  73,  74, 
82,  83  ;  l;yr;l's  error  iii  regard  to,  60,  n. 

"Dividing  Line,  History  of  the,"  Ixxviii, 
Ixxix 

DividinK  Liin,  thi^  Ixxviii,  30,  37,  SI,  85,  87, 
93,  104,  IM  ■  end  of,  17)  ;  atUnipt  to  run 
it  in  1710,  200,  201,  26:i,  2('.l,265;  liiojiosals 
of  Eden  and  .Sputawood,  265,  20u;  protest 
of  Norlli  Carolina  eointuijisioners,  271, 
272 ;  reply  of  Virginia  eoiuiutasioDers, 
272,  273,  274 

Dijtier'a  Island,  38 

Dreamer  of  dreams,  a,  189 

Drills,  how  made,  324 

Dryadale,  (iovernor,  408 

Dysentery,  cure  of,  330 

Eden,  Governor,  24,  200 

"  Kden,  the  Land  of,"  207,  «.,  203,  295,  300; 

"A  Journey  to,"  Ixxviii,  Ixxxii,  281 
Edenton,  N.  C,  74,  70,  78,  79 
ElizabL:th  River,  27,  28,  30,  60.  72,  73 
Elks,  trai/es  of,  in  North  Carolina,  176 
Enil/ry,  Captain,  249,  250 
Enilny,  Major,  2H2,  324 
England,  Mr.,  374 
Everard,  Governor,  25,  270,  271 
Exploration  of  the  Virginia  mountains,  180 
Eyland,  Mr.,  42 

Fairfax,  Lord,  401,  402,  406,  407,  409,  410; 

his  conmiisbioners  refuse  to  ntake  map  in 

conjunction  with  the  king's  eomndssion- 

ers,  405 
Fairfax,   William,  connnissioner  for   Lord 

Fairfax,  402 
Fences  in  North  Carolina,  79 
Fern  root,  110 
Fever,  treatment  of,  335 
Fires,  forest,  169 
Fitz  Williams,  Richard,  120,  127,  267,  270, 

351 
Flax  in  Virginia,  334,  392 
Fleming,  Mrs.,  337,  338,  339,  340,  311,  342 
Flota,  the,  308,  309 
I'lnv,  remedy  for,  384 
Forked  Creek,  297,  327 
Forward,  Jonatlian,  379 
Fountain,  Kev.  Peter,  276 
F'ountain's  Creek,  106,  110,  112 
Foxes,  78 
Fredarickaburg,  345,  366,  372 ;   description 

of,  373,  374,  4(r2 
Frederieksville,  mines  at,  345,  348,  349,  375 
Freight  to  London  from  Virgiida,  xxxvii, 

F^reiich,  settlements  of,  beyond  tlie  moun- 
tains, 391,  392 
Furnace,  3potswood's  air,  376,  377 

Gale,  Christopher,  66 ;  commission  to  run 
the  Dividing  Line,  270;  signed  North 
Carolina  inotest,  272 

Gall-bush,  the,  27,  60 


Galleons,  368,  369 

Geese,  wild,  146 

Georgia  and  tho  Indian  trade,  186 

Geralil,  Captain,  384  ' 

Germanna,  3r>fl.  359,  370;  destruction  of  its 
chapel,  350  ;  Germans  there,  356;  location 
of,  364 

Gibbs.  John,  42,  43 

Giliraltar,  Sjianish  attack  on,  369 

Ginseng,  idviii,  210,  211,  296,  2Q7,  304,  367, 
392 

Classock,  Christopher,  xlii 

(iluu  brotli,  192,  193 

Glue  plasters,  217 

Godfrey,  Spotswood's  founder,  371 

Godwin,  Mr.,  27 

(iooch.  Lieutenant  Governor,  24,  270.  101 

Goochland  Comity,  337 ;  prices  there,  340 

Gordon,  Mr.,  352 

Gout,  treatmcjit  of,  176,  177,  181,  182,  183, 
180 

(iraeme,  .Mr.,  309,  378.  404 

Gralleiireid,  Karon  dc,  228 

(halfcnreid,  Jladacne  de,  320 

Glapes,  wild,  1;16,  150 

Gravel  Hall.  :ih:i 

Gravclli   Run,  282 

Great  Creek,  IIH.  232,  233,  284 

Grueli,  Captain,  375 

Grc.n  Spring.,  Ixv 

tlrilllii,  Kev,  Cliarlts,  100 

(Jryme.s,  John,  a  commissioner  to  run  Fair- 
fax's boundary  line,  410 

Hamilton,  Andrew,  370 
Harding,  William,  38 
Harrison,  Culcjiiel,  322 
Harrison,  Colonel  Henry,  384 

,  Mr.,  an  English  iron  merchant, 


,  Natlianiel,  Ix,  Lxxii 


TIk 


,  408 


349 
ilarri 
Harn 

llaltwcU,  Urniy,  xxvi,  liv 
llatclicr,  Henry,  309 
Uatilicr,  .l,.seiih,  :1C|9 
Hatcher's  Creek,  ;i09,  3'28 
Hatcher  a  Run,  28'2,  325 
Havanna,  368,  309 
Haw  (11. 1  Kielils,  236 
Heath,  J„liO,  10,  41 
Uedgman  Kiver,  409 
IKiiip,  in  Viigiiiia,  366,  367.  392 
Hermit  of  Currituck  Inlet,  the,  37 
Hicootoniony  River.     See  llico  Ulvi'T 
,  123,  124,  1'25,  1'27,  224,  312,  313, 


318 


319 


l|[i;lilai 

..IP.. 

lids,  152 

Hill,  Jm 

llll,  1 

06 

lli\,  Gl 

"i;^e 

214 

Ib.lj,  r, 

Alai 

215,  aO'.l,  3'28 
iral,  369 

Ib.npcr 

.   'I'lln 

mas,  292 

IIoi.s.  V 

ril.l,  ' 

Jb9 

;.|lb 


213 


iilcn,  Daniel,  letter  to,  xxxii 
liursrmaiidcii,  Mary,  xvi,  xxxix 
llorsemandeii,  Warhani,  xvi.  xlii 
lloises,  unfit  fur  use  in  exploring  the  moun- 
tains. 196,  107.  193 
Houses,  in  North   C.aroliui^  78,  79;   on  the 

Western  frontier,  319,  320 
Howard  of  Eltingham,  xxiii,  Iii 
Huguenots  iii  Virginia,  340 
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nuiiter,  General,  3G9 

lluiiler,  Goveinoi',  xlviii 

lluiitina,  in  a  circle,  18a ;  with  fire,  I'l'l,  223 

Hunting  Creek,  4U8 

Iiiiportution  li^'hts,  jx,  x 

Iiiilian  c(irii,  ale  made  of,  347 

Iniliuns,  tlic  tniil  to  the  Western,  xviii;  traile 
witli,  xviii,  XX,  Ixi,  Ixii,  ISI,  Isr. ;  liyrd'a 
plan  to  civilize  llicin  by  int,  i  man  la^e 
with  the  whitea,  U;  lluir  wars  wjlh  Caio- 
lina,  100;  their  aiip,  istilinas,  lis.  Kill; 
their  rclii  ic.a.  uh,  iii,  1 1-J.  ua.  in,  115, 
200;  tliii]  ,  iHlinaiH  cc.f  limi^cr,lll  ;  laja- 
tility  (il  N^.ltlM  la  ml.r-ali.l  tla- Calawl.as, 
ir.S,  ir.'.i,  l(.ii.  lr,l  ;  li,,  ir  clucltics  louarU 
],]i.uari    ,  l(,il,  icl.ll.i;  Ihcirfortlln.lc,  H;-'; 

111.  ir   Hi,, of  tlavchMK,  -IH;    Ihcir  « ay 

of  (il,.  111-  .ir.  l.sluai.,  212;  theil  ilcfclisc 
a;;alii-l  lh-..ls,  211;  their  dn  M,  221; 
liyrds  liarl\  al.uiiieil  hy  Ir.icis  •.,{  I  lain, 
22i),  SOO.  MJJ,  :«i7,  ;;aM;  tlieir  aliaii.iuncd 
flelda,  2,s:);  th.tr  laaiinci  i.f  su  iuuiijii;;, 
305;  their  tr.aliiicnt  of  wuiHCii,  30".  ;  their 
method  of  netting  tire,  :;il ;  tlicirabaence 
from  the  frontier  in  1733,  31S 

Ipocoaoannu,  113,  182 

Ireton.  Dr.,  33ti 

Iron,  tlie  ore,  335;  metliod  of  mining,  344, 
346,  34»,  350,  361,  362,  353,  364,  365 ;  sliip- 
ment  of,  349  ;  duty  on,  in  England,  355  ; 
Spotswood's  p;irt  in  mining  it,  358;  ad- 
Vanta-jeof,  ilOS;  S|,ots\Vin..ts  .idvice  ahoul, 
3.V,I,  ;l(;2,;iO:l;  la.stiai;  .dut.ai-ilsout  of,  3li0 

Irvm,  AlcMiiul.r,  ■ja,  7:i,  r.m,  27.". 

Irvin  Itivcr.  152,  U;G,  1(17,  174,  1«9,  303,  305 

Ivy.  'J'imotliy,  6G 

Jamaica,  309,  30*2 

Jamestown,  selllement  of,  6 

Jelfreys,  Lord,  xxiv 

Jesuit's  Creek,  312,  328 

Johnston,  liovernor,  389,  390 

Jones,  Colonel,  347,  3«2 

Jones,  Peter,  282,  292,  297,  598,  310,  324 

Jones,  Tom,  282 

Jones's  Creek,  297,  298,  328 

Keith,  Cornelius,  240,  241 

Kcuner,  Uev.,  375,  378 

Kerby,  Sitotswood'a  servant,  377 

"  Kill-devil,"  77 

Kinchin,  Mi.,  92,  93, 104,  105 

Kindred,  Mr., 94 

King  George  County,  400 

King  William  County  road,  382 

Knot's  Island,  38,  39,  40,  41 

I,and  grants,  ix,  x,  xxxiv,  liv 

Lawson,  .lohn,  88,  228,  262,  264 

I.ee,  Richard,  XX.  xxviii 

Levistone,  Mrs.,  373 

Lewis,  John,  xlviii 

Library  at  Westover,  Ixixii ;  catalogue,  413- 

443 
Lightfoot,  Major,  376 
Lightfoot,  Mr.,  384 

Lightning,  singular  effects  of,  89,  195,  196 
Limestone,  use  of,  in  iron  furnaces,  363 
Lions  in  America,  151,  /(. 
Litjmrr,  how    to  pi-event  its  fenuculation, 

347 
Little,  William,  70,  270,  272 


Little  River,  72 

l.izzard  (;roek,  112 

Locust-trees,  109 

Lonnix,  Mr.,  381 

"  Long  sugai',"77 

Lost  man,  103,  104,  183,  184,  186 

Lover's  Leap,  172,  184 

Loviek,  .lohn,   a   North  Caiolina    eranmls- 

a'oiicr  to  run  the  lliviain;:  Line,  270,  '272 
Loulaiai  ('IV.  k,  'Jdl,  am 
Lii.lwcll,  rliilip,  .wi,  X  .V,  1 
Liiducll,   I'hillp,  .Ir.,  bis  c.nliovrrsy  with 

.Spi.tswi.ud,  Ixii,  Ixv,  Ixvi,  lxvi(,  l-.xiii,  107 
L(Uiwell,  Th.iinaa,  xvi 
Lynde,  IJenjitmin,  xliv 

iMa<jsti,  177 

Mausti  Creek,  296,  327 

Marble,  presence  .if,  1.50 

Sl.alij,  Kcv.,  339,   340,  313 

.Mama-,-,  i.f  whit.  ,s  an. I  Indians,  8,  9,  102; 
einl,  in  Niatb  Caiolina,  00,  03 

Jlai,t.,ii,  Kev.,  311 

Martin,  Coh.nel,  381,  382 

Maryland,  settlement  of,  1(1;  iron-mining 
in,  355 

Massachuseds,  12, 13,  14 

Ma.isamoni  Creek.  119,  120,  '232 

Ma,saii..iiirx    :..a    :;.;il.  372,  375 

Malii ,\  Ci.    I,,  155,  l'J4 

Jlatla|....i,    1.1. .  I,    ;:.a,  382 

Maj,'    L.  .  I'll    .''1 

May..,  \'.  illiani.  .ui\c\or  for  Viigiiiia  eom- 
hil.^bii.iiers,  25,  ,3,  263;  took  U|i  land  in 
North  (■,n,.luia.  273,  316,  31C,  317;  on  the 
".li.inin.t   to  llir  baiidof  E.leli,"  ;:82,  294, 

.  30;i,  310,  31.5,  310,  317;  mentioned,  324;' 
surveyor  tor  the  Virginia  coinmisaionela 
to  run  the  bounda  of  the  Northern  Neck, 
403,  105 

Mayo  River,  165,  lOU 

Mea.l,  An. hew,  67,  GO 

Mcdw.iv  River,  295,327 

Mehcirin  Indians,  89 

Meherriu  River,  89,  90,  92,  100,  108,  327 

Men  hanc,  Mr.,  43 

Merchant's  Hope  Point,  320 

Mill.,lonea  in  North  Carolina,  394 

Mines,  ISO,  391  ;  copper,  283,  281,  285,  28(1, 
287,  238,  291,  318,  320,  321  ;  Spolswood's, 
370;  methods  of,  371,  372,  374,  376  ;  iron. 
.See  hull 

Miry  Creek,  106 

Mil.  liell,  Peter,  293 

M..iiej ,  in  North  Carolina,  81 ;  value  of 
Mexiian,  in  Virginia,  Ivii,  Iviii 

M.ini-,eeii  Ford,  115,  210 
■  Mi).)ira  M..iint,  380 

Sli.latiKl,,  L!27 

Ml. Hi,.  II.  me,  2.-:7.  292,  20C.,  318,  3'20,  321 


M.. 


•J72 


30,  81,  105,   111, 


,  11, 


Monii(aiii.s,  ol  Virginia,  ;)91 ;  first  view  of, 
13,5,  1311;  views  ..f,  1(.3,  108,  IH,  17'2,  17,i, 
Isl,  187,  301,  30:i.  508;  exploration  of,  180 

Miiml.inl,  Colonel,  116,  '234,  21-2,  253,  281, 
326,  327 

Muiuford,  Major,  281,288,292,  310,  311,  319, 
324 
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Muster,  94 

My  Lord's  Islands,  3a6 

Maiisimond  River,  67,  G8,  72,  73 

Nauvassa,  237 

-Ne^ru-sliip,  disease  brou^^ht  in  by,  341 

Nelbuu,  Mr.,  SW 

Now  lirick  rliiirLb,  382 

Nnv  UiiKl^iiiil,  Mlll.ment  of,  10,11,  12,  13, 

14;  liynis  ojjiniou  of,  11;  traders  fruiii, 

32,  3i;r.,  30G 
New  Inlet,  31,  32 
New  Jersey,  settlement  of,  17 
Keiv  Vurk,  si  ttlcjiient  of,  16 
^iebolson,  Guvernui*,   xi,   sii,  xvii,   xxviii, 

xlvi,  lii 

Meliolsoll,  Josliua,  322,  329 

Nieuliis,  Mr.,  302 

Ni.rfolk,  Vnginia,  27,  28,  2a 

Nuruian's  Ii'..rd,  382 

Noitb  Carulina.  settlement  of,  xi,  rx,  21; 
bimiidajy  eontroversy,  21,  22,  23,  201,  2C3; 
cuiunn^si.jners  to  settle  tbe  boundary,  23, 
32,  33,  3;'),  174,  170,  265,  201,  2I1J,  270,  'JTI, 
276,  314;  laek  of  provisions  lor  tbeiOin- 
missioners,  104,  100,  lU,  110,  274,  276; 
tliey  refuse  to  proeeed,  124,  126,  120,  l'.:? ; 
theii-  protest  against  earrying  tbe  line 
farther,  271,  272,  273,  274;  soeiety  in,  31, 
32,  41,  42,  44,  45,  47,  60.  I.I.,  f.M.  i,o.  HI,  i;:l, 
73,  7".,  70,  71),  Hii,il,<,l2,  -11,    ,■  ";     :iil|.    ii, 

44,  4.".,  47,  111!,  100,  111.  :;■,! , :  , 1 1  i. ,     i 

OO,   03;   lawlussn.  ss    ii],  .S  .  I    ;.  .  i     ' 

inliabitant  (172S).  271,  273,  Hi,.  Lliii..a.  , 
389;  liyrd's  land  in,  389,  300,  303,  304; 
prodaetsof,  302,  303 

Northern  Neek,  boniiilariee  run,  Ixxx,  4oi, 
ij.;  re|,ort  of  eommissiuners,  101.  See 
aUoFiur/iij:    Lord 

Northern's  (_:reek,  40 

North  River,  72 

"  North  ■Wale.i,"  38(S 

Northwest  River,  30,  31,  46,  48,  72 


No 


(ay  1 


e,  83 


Nott,  Uoverni.r,  xlviii,  lii 

Notloway  Indiajis,  21,  04,  95,  06;  their  cab- 
ins, 95;  boTiseboM  Inrnituie,  06;  war 
diuice,  05, 'JO  ;  figures  of  lluir  woiii.  n,  00; 
chastity  of  ihe  w.jinen,  07  ;  i  inploynu  rits 
of  the  men,  07;  their  numl.eis,  9s  ;  their 
arms,  08;  niude  no  progress,  !I8 ;  failure 
of  attenil.ls  to  edueale  them,  08,  9'J,  1110, 
101;  conversion  of,  101,  102 

Kottuway  Riv.l-,  22,  23,  21,  88,  90,  94,  202, 
203,  200,  282,  327 

Nova  Scotia,  14 

Nutbnsh  Creek,  118,  119,  232 

Nut-oil,  149.  302 

"  Nutty,  Little."   See  Bnvrlen,  Ursula Biird 

Oeconecchee  Indians,  xviii,  245,  248,  287 

Oeconeeehee  Island,  280,  290,  291 

Oceoiieeehec  Neck,  322 

Oeb-s  Mr.,  394 

Ohimpamony  Creek,  121,  229 

Old  age,  not  measured  by  years,  397 

Olive  trees,  attempt  to  grow,  in  Virginia,  209 

Opossum,  187,  188 

Orchards,  77,  78.  92 

Oi.linaries  at  Oaroline  Court-house,  381 

Orkney,  Earl  of,  Ixxiii 

Orleans,  mm  of,  247 

Otter,  habits  of,  233,  234 


Oysters,    nbont,    at   Currituck    Inlet,  35 ; 
shells,  use  of,  in  smelting  ii'ou,  363 

Paco,  205,  200 

Page,  Colonel,  34S 

Pamnnkey  River,  343,  348 

Panthers,  154,  316 

Pajiaw-tree,  314 

Paike,  Daniel,  xlii,  1;  his  debts,  308 

Parker, ,  85 

Parker,  Richard,  91 
Parrakeets,  77 
Partridge,  Mountain,  132 
I'asquotank  River,  72 
Patriareha,  amusing  allusion  to,  307 
I'awlett,  'riioniaa,  \xx 
I'.a.  wild.  280 
P.  ak,  Indi.in.  34,  90 
Pear  Creek,  111 
Pearse,  Captain,  351 
Feedee  River,  1.06 
Pcnn,  William,  gossip  about,  19 
Pcini-ylvania,  sell  lenient  of,  19  ;  sends  emi- 
grant, to  Vii-inia.  303 


I  Ui< 


Will 


•  lit  to,  Ii,  Lxxxiv 
>  .11.  \.vv,  xlviii,  398 
>  .111,  xxxvi,  xxxvii,  xliv 


.\liii 


I'l/  ..11  b'-.-t  (1. ,  I,,  m,  116 

lucoiis,  vuKl,  l.M..  107 

Pilot  Moimtaili,  172,  n. 

Pines,  in  North  Carolina,  74,  76 

I'inston,  Aaron,  318 

Po,  the  river,  353 

Polecats,  261 

Politics,  in  Virginia,  xiii 

Pork  diet  in  North  Carolina,  46,  40,  321,  330 

Porto  licUo,  3(18 

Potomac  River,  374,  40;i,  404,  408 


Polo 


,  304 


I'ovcy,  John,  x.viv,  xlv 

Powder  Point,  30 

I'l clot's  banding,  30 

Prince's  lolly,  330 

I'riiicipia.  374 

I'locter,  William.  Hyrd's  letter  to,  399,  400 ; 

a  letter  from,  100.  n. 
"  Pnigicbo  to  tbe  lliucs,"  Ixxviii,  333 
Pi  oprietors  of  Carolina,  260,  200 

Quack,  341 

Quakeis,  Byrd's  opinion  of,  18,  19,  20,  67,  68 

Qneensbury,  liilchess  of,  342 

Queocky  Creek,  324 

Qnern-mills,  241 

(inieksilver,  308 

Quit-rents,  rate  of,  xxv;  eolleition  of,  xxvi, 

xxvii,  /(.,  Iv,  Ivi,  Ivii ;  diba]»peaiunee  of, 

305 
Quoiiiue  Creek,  283 

liaccoons,  liabita  of,  170,  171 
Randolph,  Mr.,  337,  338,  342,  343 
Randolph,  William,  xxviii.  xxxix,  xl 
Rapidan  River,  301,  404.  400,  407 
Rappahannock  River,  345,  363,  402,  403,  404, 

400,  407,  408,  409 
Rattb'snnke  root,  100,  110,  110.  182 
Rattlesnakes,  93, 110,  111,  116,  293 
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Receiver-^^eneral,    dutiuij    of,    xxvi ;    ofticu 

ol,  3i;|>^iruteJ  Ii'om  the  auditurship,  xlix 
Eeeils,  90 

Relisiiill  ill  N.jl-tll  Uai'olina,  79,  80,  b6,  107 
Koveiiuea  of  Viiginiu,  xxv 
Ricliiuuiia,  iilaiJiied  by  Uyid,  298 
Riley,  Miles,  '/iri 
Roailuke  Island,  4 
Koauoke  lliver,  112,  113,  227,  263  ;  the  falls 

of,  114,  153 
Robinson,  Beii,  3K0,  3S1 
Roliinsuii,  Johu,  a  coiiuuiBsiouei'    to    run 

Fairfax's  boundary,  410 
Roekahomiuy,  144,  192,  193,  194 
Rock  Island,  335 
Roseoe,  Jaines,  Ixiii 
Rum   fricassee  of,  76,    use  of,  in    North 

Carolina,  77 ;  New  England,  3SS 
Running  of  the  reins,  216 
Russel,  Mr.,  370 
Rusael,  WilUam,  404,  405 

Sable  Creek,  140,  200,  207,  300,  328 

Saint  Andrew's  Cross,  111,  341 

"Saints  of  New  Rngland,"  tile,  Ixixv 

Sam,  Colonel  Carter's,  38r),  3s(; 

Sandy  Creek,  3'29 

Sappony  Chapel,  250,  282,  324,  327,  329 

Sappony  Indians,  117,  244,  245,  240,  247 

Sappony  Island,  280 

Sauro  Creek,  307,  328 

Sauro  Indians,  118,  30ti 

Sauro  Town,  307 

Savage,  Mr,.  403 

Scalping,  213  ;  inanucr  of  doing  It,  160 

Selkirk,  Lord,  312 


Sen 


L  Inili 


■2U'J,  -ilU 
.Shaccoe's,  3.1),  337,  384 
"Sliacco-Will,"  :;h3 
.Sheep,  ill  .V.ath  Caiolina.  38,  107 
ShcUbaik  hickory,  the,  liH,  149 
Shenandoah  River.  179,  180,  403,  408 
Silk,  growth  of,  in  Virginia,  392 
Silk-grass,  33,  34,  '223,  221,  392 
Slavery,  ix,  x,  xi,  Ixxxv 
Slaves,  advantage  of  those  bred  in  'Virgiiiia, 

345;    used  in  iron-iiiines.  34:';,  359,  3i:0; 

clothing  of,   347,  348;    fugitives  to    the 

mountain's,  392 
Smith,  John,  xlvlii 
Sllead,  William,  383 


Soaii.  Mr; 


,  384 


1  Virginia,  ix ;  in  Norfolk,  29 

Sominertoji  Chapel,  HO 

Soniincrton  Creek,  88 

South  Sea  Company,  308,  309 

Southwell,  Edward,  2G6.  '207 

Southwell.  Sir  Kijliert,  xli,  xliii,  xlvii 

Si)i-ht,  Thomas.  01 

Spight.  William,  87 

Sputawdod.  Uovcrnor,  xxii;  his  arrival  in 
Virginia,  li ;  seeks  to  restrain  the  Council, 
lii;  changes  teiins  of  gianting  land,  Iv  ; 
seeks  to  eltunge  the  management  of  quit- 
rents,  ivi;  charges  against  colKetors  of 
quit-rents,  Iviii;  results  of  adopting  his 
flchenie,  lix  ;  suspends  Lndwell,  Ixii;  dis- 
putes with  Lmlwell  over  land,  Ixv,  Ixvi, 
Ixvii,  Ixviii;  quarrela  with  Council  over 
the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  Ixviii, 
Ixix,  Ixx,  l\xi,  Ixxii ;  asks  his  opponents 
to  point  out  "new  measiues,"  Lxjd,  IxxU; 


forces  the  Council  to  submit,  Ixxii;  makes 
peace,  Ixxv;  his  Indian  school,  100.  101, 
240;  liM.-^,„i,lliI  :  si-nsi.rii|.i.sal.  t..s,-ltle 

the   ll.illll.lail    .h-l,m.,   ■_•,;:,;     I.I      .-,]:■   .,M     lo 

contr.il  111-  nun.  -1,  .;  l  ,  i;,i.i  ,  h.mi  i..,,;,-,i;, 
307;  tlir  ■  lnl..il-r,,ni  ul  \  ,.  im.i  :i,.,s; 
hi»  irull-niliu^,  :,.,;i  ;  talkd  .il.uiil  pnlHns, 
305;  oikrvil  j;.,Vcllli)rsiii|,  nl  .laniaira, 
309;  appi.iiilcd  pc-lniaster-gi  lu  ral.  :ji/J, 
370;  man.igaiiient  of  Ins  niiiies.  372;  his 
air-fuiuace,  370,  376,  J77 

Spotswood,  Mrs.,  her  composure,  300,  357 

Spotsylvania  County,  400 

Sipiirrels,  173 

Stannard,  W    O.,  vi,  414 

Staunton  River,  111,  289,  303,  319,  329 

Stei  1,  making  ol,  349 

Stegg,  'i'liumas,   Jr.,   xv,  xvi,    xvii,  xxxiv, 

ategg,  Thomas,  Sr.,  xiv,  xvii 

Stephens,  Samuel,  xvi,  xvii 

Steukenhuek  Indians,  245 

Sleveln,   .Mr.     :i'.IO 

Sliiikur.  Ill,-,  .:0J 

.siilli,  liiuiy.  ■.■«:).  285,  '320,  321.  322,  327 


tilii'.i  ( 


ck.  L'Ml 

n  1 ,  2H 


i'^l'n Kun,  2J8.  '283,  '324 

Sn-  .■   I   ;   ,    I     ,,,.1  iiic  ministry,  305 

SiiL-  11  ui,i|.|r,,  .'ij,  21)3,  '^97,  311 

Sugar-tree  I'leck,  123,  224,313,  316,  318,328 

Sunday,  observance  of,  200 

Susquehanna  ludinns,  xx 

Swann,  .Sainiiel.  surveyor  for  North  Carolina 

ininini,,.,i.,in.i,.  25.  33,  09,  73,  84,  105 
|S«.  .-l  ^niii   U.  ,.,  1^15,  216 

H"i  '      111  is.  much  desired,  393 
Syiii,  ill.,.,  ;i^._i,  :iHi 

Talliaferro,  John,  375,  404,  405 

Tar,  76;  in  North  Carolina  80;  making  of, 

300 
lanuitiila,  the  bite  of,  treated  by  music,  220, 

221,  -iil 

Tavlni,  ,  amiisun.  376 

•■'livh.i.  <'nn-iii,"3<)4,  390,  n. 


■li"..ln,i licik,  122,  2'27,  318,  319,  329 

Thikj,  Jli.-i,,  3.,?.  3C0,  301,  363 

Thuiiias,  Air.,  the  elder  and  the  younger, 
104 

Thornton,  I'raucis,  404,  405,  400 

Ticks,  212,  213 

Tinsley,  Tlmmas,  383 

Tobacco,  "K.ssay  on  Bulk,"v;  sale  of  quit- 
rent,  xxvi,  xxvii,  Iv,  Ivi,  Ivii,  Iviii;  prc- 
sented  to  tjui  en  Elizabeth,  5 ;  raised  in 
North  Carolina,  68;  manufacture  o(,  in 
Vii-iiiia.  378,  379;  varieties  of,  379 

Tooth,  li'i  Ill's  liirtliod  of  pulling,  317 

Tot.  in  Indians,  217,  290 

Tolel.i  Island,  '280,  288,  289.  291 

Towns  ill  Vit-iiiia,  lack  of.  xxxvi.  xxxvii 

liil.  ,  tin  >niii,tiv,  xix;  londitiunsof.  xxiv; 

.slii|i|iini;  ilillhiiUics.  xxxvi,   Nxxvii  ;  rila. 

tinii  nf    1... ml. ill  nielnhant  and  the  pl.in- 

Iri.  Isivxiv,  .;n:i;  of  Norfolk.  28;    Indian, 

235.  '-'30,  391 
Trading  Path,  the,  xviii,  117,  118,  234,  235 
Tuckahoc,  ;«7 
Tmkeja,  V.Ud,  108,  139,  177,  294,  295 
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Tuscarora Indians,  war  with  North  Ciuolin 

227, -ias;  traditiolia  ul,  228,  2'i'J ;  logatli 
of,  28;j 
Tiiscaruaa  ludiiiiis,  287,  292 

Usherc'u  IiiJiaus,  237 


ril  .11,  a-22;i,cyi,le 


Washington,  Mr.,  374 

*'  Watcl',  juniper,"  6r>,  60  / 


\\\ 


lis.  ai7 


x\iii,  Ixxii ;   furniture  at, 
xwi:  latLi  lii^tury,  Ixxxviii,  rt. 
\\  ,\aii,i,ik  (  .,.k,  22,  2i,  200,202,  263,271 
\M.  ;l.  .,  -Jl.;,  -in 

«h:.m;,  i.Kuintr  of  building,  in  Nurlolli,  29 
Wliiilij,  xvii 
\Vi.c,j,|aoi  Creek,  249 
WiLDioll  Cli-uk,  22,  24,  203,  200 
Wil.liMts,  121,  173 
Wil.l  TuiUijs.    .Sue  Turkeys 
Wilkiiis,  \Villi;iui,  51 
M  illi:un  ,,nJ  Mary  CoUcgi-,  xxviii 
«  )lli\  r,  lonil  Harry,  350,  372,  373,  374 
Uil-'h,   Mr.,  31. -19,  64,  6U 
\>  il     'II.  Tom,  ■Mi.  ■2'J-l,  315,  318,  319,  320 
\'.  IIM    ,  nrdL-ied,  xxxi,  xxxii 


ilr.,  403 


kin-'.  ..|.|.  '    :"      :  1  .  ,1,1    ;■      ■      -, 

','.  i.ply 

Wiili.s,  78,  11)11 
W-  .1,1,  Mr.,  404 

'|u"lh,"'v.||'!',l     ,'       .'            |l         "'l         .- 

\\,-.  ,ll,.r.i,  .M.-ijor.  378 

W.iuLll.inl,  .Mrs.,  her  modesty,  380 

2711  ;  1 1,,  II   1  ',  1  ■    ,-    ■■    :  .'       .  . 

"iiilnis- 

W Isniuii,    habits   ol,    lU,    108,    171. 

1(13. 

sii  ,11,  1 .-    t"    11,1.     i  .,,    :  ,  \        , 

1 ,ri,    410 

:il0;    food    reeuninuiided    for,   192, 

193 

,  I.-,  lit  the 

See  also  Jti>,-!.,ilwml„ii 

Western   part,    3Jn,  ii'.ij,  oi'.l ;   nil 

iiiipr.ipcr 

Wi.ol,  in  North  C.irolhln,  60 

inarriai-e,  338  ;  the  country  inelin 

eb  people 

Worinley,  Kalpli,  xx,  .vxviii 

to  love,  390,  397 

Yadkin  River,  236 

Wanes,  in  Virginia,  367,  371,  375 

Yajiatseo  Creek,  120,  229,  231 

Walker,  Mr.,  250 

Yaupoii,  33 

Waller,  Colonel,  373 

Yaws,  45 

